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Matrimonial Causes Act 1973
1973 CHAPTER 18

PART I

DIVORCE, NULLITY AND OTHER MATRIMONIAL SUITS

Nullity

14 Marriages governed by foreign law or celebrated abroad under English law.

(1) [F1Subject to subsection (3)] where, apart from this Act, any matter affecting the
validity of a marriage would fall to be determined (in accordance with the rules of
private international law) by reference to the law of a country outside England and
Wales, nothing in section 11, 12 or 13(1) above shall—

(a) preclude the determination of that matter as aforesaid; or
(b) require the application to the marriage of the grounds or bar there mentioned

except so far as applicable in accordance with those rules.

(2) In the case of a marriage which purports to have been celebrated under the Foreign
Marriage Acts 1892 to 1947 or has taken place outside England and Wales and purports
to be a marriage under common law, section 11 above is without prejudice to any
ground on which the marriage may be void under those Acts or, as the case may be, by
virtue of the rules governing the celebration of marriages outside England and Wales
under common law.

[F2(3) No marriage is to be treated as valid by virtue of subsection (1) if, at the time when it
purports to have been celebrated, either party was already a civil partner.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 14(1) inserted (5.12.2005) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), ss. 261(1), 263, Sch. 27

para. 41(2); S.I. 2005/3175, art. 2(2) (subject to art. 2(3)-(5))
F2 S. 14(3) inserted (5.12.2005) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), ss. 261(1), 263, Sch. 27 para.

41(3); S.I. 2005/3175, art. 2(2) (subject to art. 2(3)-(5))
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