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1972 CHAPTER 70

An Act to make provision with respect to local
government and the functions of local authorities in
England and Wales; to amend Part II of the Transport
Act 1968; to confer rights of appeal in respect of
decisions relating to licences under the Home Counties
(Music and Dancing) Licensing Act 1926; to make
further provision with respect to magistrates’ courts
committees; to abolish certain inferior courts of record;
and for connected purposes. [26th October 1972]

E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:—

Part 1
LocAL GOVERNMENT AREAS AND AUTHORITIES IN ENGLAND

New local government areas

1.—(1) For the administration of local government on and New local
after 1st April 1974 England (exclusive of Greater London and governmeni
the Isles of Scilly) shall be divided into local government areas aErnezlig:l
to be known as counties and in those counties there shall be ’
local government areas to be known as districts.

(2) The counties shall be the metropolitan counties named in
Part I and the non-metropolitan counties named in Part II of
Schedule 1 to this Act and shall comprise the areas respectively
described (by reference to administrative areas existing
immediately before the passing of this Act) in column 2 of each
Part of that Schedule.

(3) The districts in the metropolitan counties shall be those
respectively specified in column 2 of the said Part I and shall
comprise the areas respectively described (by reference to
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administrative areas existing immediately before the passing
of this Act) in that column, and the Secretary of State may by
order provide a name for any such district.

(4) The districts in the non-metropolitan counties shall be
those respectively specified in one or more orders made by the
Secretary of State under paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to this
Act aréd having the names given to them by one or more orders
so made.

(5) Part III of Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect in
relation to the boundaries of the new local government areas.

(6) Subject to Part IV of Schedule 1 to this Act and to any
provision corresponding to that Part made by an order under
section 254 below, the rural parishes existing immediately before
Ist April 1974 shall continue to exist on and after that date by_
the name of parishes.

(7) The said Part IV shall have effect with respect to the
existing rural parishes which by virtue of this Act are comprised
in more than one county or more than one metropolitan district.

(8) Part V of Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect for the
purpose of constituting parishes the boundaries of which are
determined by reference to those of existing boroughs and urban
districts and also, in cases where the areas of such boroughs
and urban districts are divided by or under this section between
two or more new districts, by reference to the boundaries of the
new distriots.

(9) The boroughs which by virtue of section 141 of the 1933
Act or section 28 of the Local Government Act 1958 are included
in rural districts immediately before the passing of this Act shall
on the passing of this Act become parishes without ceasing to be
boroughs, but shall cease to be boroughs on 1st April 1974.

(10) On that date the following local government areas existing
immediately before that date outside Greater London and the
Isles of Scilly, that is to say, all administrative counties, boroughs
(except those in rural districts), urban districts, rural districts
and urban parishes, shall cease to exist and the council of every
such area which has a council shall also cease to exist.

(11) On that date the municipal corporation of every borough
outside Greater London (and the corporation of a borough
included in a rural district) shall cease to exist.

(12) In this section ‘“England” does not include the
administrative county of Monmouthshire or the county borough
of Newport.

Principal councils

2.—(1) For every county there shall be a council consisting
of a chairman and councillors and the council shall have all
such functions as are vested in them by this Act or otherwise.
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(2) For every district there shall be a council consisting of a  PartI
chairman and councillors and the council shall have all such
functions as are vested in them by this Act or otherwise.

(3) Each council mentioned in subsection (1) or (2) above shall
be a body corporate by the name “ The County Council ” or
“ The District Council , as the case may be, with the addition
of the name of the particular county or district.

Members of principal councils

3.—(1) The chairman of a principal council shall be elected Chairman.
annually by the council from among the councillors.

(2) The chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes dis-
qualified, continue in office until his successor becomes entitled
to act as chairman.

(3) During his term of office the chairman shall continue to
be a member of the council notwithstanding the provisions of
this Act relating to the retirement of councillors.

(4) The chairman of a district council shall have precedence
in the district, but not so as prejudicially to affect Her Majesty’s
royal prerogative.

(5) A principal council may pay the chairman for the purpose
of enabling him to meet the expenses of his office such allowance
as the council think reasonable.

4.— (1) The election of the chairman shall be the first business Election of
transacted at the annual meeting of a principal council. chairman.

(2) If, apart from section 3(3) above or section 5(2) below,
the person presiding at the meeting would have ceased to be a
member of the council, he shall not be entitled to vote in the
election except in accordance with subsection (3) below.

(3) In the case of an equality of votes the person presiding
at the meeting shall give a casting vote in addition to any other
vote he may have.

5.—(1) A principal council shall appoint a member of the Vice-chairmar.
council to be vice-chairman of the council.

(2) The vice-chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes dis-
qualified, hold office until immediately after the election of a
chairman at the next annual meeting of the council and during
that time shall continue to be a member of the council notwith-
standing the provisions of this Act relating to the retirement of
councillors.
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(3) Subject to any standing orders made by the council,
anything authorised or required to be done by, to or before
the chairman may be done by, to or before the vice-chairman.

(4) A principal council may pay the vice-chairman for the
purpose of enabling him to meet the expenses of his office
such allowance as the council think reasonable.

6.—(1) Councillors for a principal area shall be elected by the
local government electors for that area in accordance with this
Act and Part I of the Representation of the People Act 1949.

(2) For the purposes of the election of councillors—

(@) every county shall be divided into electoral divisions,
each returning (subject to paragraph 3 of Schedule 3
to this Act) one councillor ; '

(b) every metropolitan district shall be divided into wards,
each returning a number of councillors which is divisible
by three ; and

(c) every non-metropolitan district shall be divided into
wards, each returning such number of councillors as
may be provided by an order under the said paragraph
3 or under or by virtue of the provisions of section 7
below or Part IV of this Act;

and there shall be a separate election for each electoral division
or ward.

7.—(1) The ordinary elections of county councillors shall take
place in 1973 and every fourth year thereafter, their term of
office shall be four years and they shall retire together in every
such fourth year on the fourth day after the ordinary day of
election of county councillors, and in and after 1977 the newly
elected councillors shall come into office on the day on which
their predecessors retire. (

(2) The ordinary elections of metropolitan district councillors
shall take place in 1973, 1975 and every year thereafter other
than a year of election of county councillors.

(3) Subject to paragraph 4 of Schedule 3 to this Act, the term
of office of metropolitan district councillors shall be four years
and one-third of the whole number of councillors in each ward of
a metropolitan district, being those who have been councillors
for the longest time without re-election, shall retire in every
ordinary year of election of such councillors on the fourth day
after the ordinary day of election of such councillors, and in and
after 1975 the newly elected councillors shall come into office on
the day on which their predecessors retire.
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(4) Subject to subsection (5) below, a non-metropolitan district
council may in pursuance of the requisite resolution request the
Secretary of State to provide—

(@) for a system of whole council elections, that is to say, the
holding of the ordinary elections of all the councillors
of the district simultaneously ; or

(b) for a system of elections by thirds, that is to say, the
election of one-third, as nearly as may be, of the
councillors of the district at the ordinary elections of
such councillors in any year ;

indicating in the case of a request under paragraph (b) above,
those areas, if any, in which there should, and those, if any, in
which there should not, be wards each returning a number of
councillors which is divisible by three.

In this subsection “the requisite resolution” means in the
case of a resolution passed before Ist April 1974 a resolution
passed by a majority, and in the case of a resolution passed on
or after that date a resolution passed by not less than two-thirds,
of the members voting thereon at a meeting of the council
specially convened for the purpose with notice of the object.

(5) A resolution may not be passed under subsection (4) above
within ten years of a previous resolution thereunder.

(6) Where the Secretary of State receives a request under sub-
section (4)(a) above from a district council or does not before
Ist April 1974 receive a request from a district council under
subsection (4)(b) above, he may make an order providing for the
ordinary elections of all the district councillors to be held
simultaneously and the order may contain the like provision,
and shall be treated, as if made under section 51 below.

(7) Where the Secretary of State receives a request under
subsection (4)(b) above from a district council he may ask the
English Commission to make proposals in the light of the
request with respect to—

(@) the number, boundaries and names of the wards into
which the district should be divided and the number
of councillors to be elected for each ward ;

(b) the order of retirement of councillors elected for wards
not returning a number of councillors which is divisible
by three ;

and, where the Commission have not completed their review of
the electoral arrangements for the district under Schedule 9 to this
Act, they shall as part of that review consider the proposals
to be made under this subsection and, in any other case, sections
52, 60 and 61 below shall apply to the consideration by the
Commission of any such proposals as they apply to their

Part I
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conduct of a review under section 50 below and any such
proposals shall be treated as if made under section 51 below.

(8) The ordinary elections of non-metropolitan district
councillors shall take place—

(a) except where an order is in force providing for the
election of district councillors by thirds, in 1973, 1976,
1979 and every fourth year thereafter ; and

(b) where such an order is in force, in the year when the
order comes into force and every year thereafter other
than a year of election of county councillors.

(9) The following provisions of this subsection shall, subject
to the provisions of any order made under or by virtue of this
section, have effect with respect to non-metropolitan district
councillors : —

(a) their term of office shall be three years in the case of the
councillors elected at the ordinary elections in 1973
and 1976 and four years in the case of those elected
at ordinary elections held thereafter ;

(b) except where an order is in force providing for the
election of councillors by thirds, the whole number of
councillors shall retire together in every ordinary year
of election of such councillors on the fourth day after
the ordinary day of election of such councillors, and in
and after 1976 the newly elected councillors shall come
into office on the day on which their predecessors
retire ; and

(¢) where such an order is in force, one-third of the whole
number of councillors in each ward returning a number
of councillors which is divisible by three and, as nearly
as may be, one-third of the whole number of the
councillors in the other wards, being those who have
been councillors of the district for the longest time with-
out re-election, shall retire in every ordinary year of
election of such councillors on the fourth day after the
ordinary day of election of such councillors, and in
every such year the newly elected councillors shall come
into office on the day on which their predecessors
retire.

8.—(1) Sections 2 to 7 above shall not apply to the Greater
London Council or London borough councils but, subject to
subsection (2) below, the provisions of Schedule 2 to this Act
shall have effect in relation to them instead.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order make such modifica-
tions of sub-paragraphs (2) and (3) of paragraph 6 of Schedule
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2 to this Aot as appear to him to be appropriate for all or any of PART I
the following purposes—
(@) to secure that ordinary elections of councillors of the
Greater London Council take place in the same years
- as ordinary elections of county councillors,
(b) to secure that ordinary elections of London borough
councillors are held in years in which ordinary elections
of metropolitan district councillors are held, and

(c) to secure that provisions corresponding to section 7(3)
above apply to the retirement of London borough
councillors.

(3) No order shall be made under this section unless a draft
of the order has been laid before, and approved by a resolution
of, each House of Parliament.

Parishes

9.—(1) For every parish there shall be a parish meeting for parish
the purpose of discussing parish affairs and exercising any meetings
functions conferred on such meetings by any enactment and, 2nd councils.
subject to the provisions of this Act or any instrument made
thereunder, for every parish or group of parishes having a
parish council before 1st April 1974 there shall continue to be
a parish council.

(2) 1f a parish has not a parish council (whether separate or
common) the district council shall, and if a parish is grouped
under a common parish council the district council may, by
order establish a separate parish council for that parish—

(a) if the population includes 200 or more local government
electors ; or

(b) if in the case of a parish the population of which includes
more than 150 but less than 200 local government
electors, the parish meeting of the parish so resolve.

(3) If a parish has a population which includes not more than
150 local government electors, the district council may by
order establish a separate parish council for that parish if the
parish meeting so resolve.

(4) Subject to any order under section 10 or 11 or Part IV
below, there shall be a separate parish council for—
(@) every parish which immediately before the passing of
this Act was a borough included in a rural district ;
(b) every parish which immediately before the passing of
this Act was co-extensive with a rural district;

(c) every parish established by paragraph 1 of Part IV
of Schedule 1 to this Act;
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(d) every parish to which part of another parish is added
by paragraph 2 of the said Part IV and which imme-
diately before the passing of this Act had no parish
council ; and

(e) every parish constituted under Part V of Schedule 1
to this Act.

(5) An order establishing a separate parish council for a
parish shall make such provision as appears to the district council
to be necessary for the election of a parish council in accordance
with this Act and Part I of the Representation of the People
Act 1949.

(6) An order shall not be made under this section establishing
a separate parish council for a parish grouped under a common
parish council unless by that order or an order under section
11(4) below the parish is separated from the group or the group
is dissolved, and where the group is not dissolved, the order
under this section shall make such provision as appears to the
district council to be necessary for the alteration of the parish
council of the group. ;

10.—(1) Where the population of a parish having a separate
parish council includes not more than 150 local government
electors, the parish meeting may apply to the district council
for the dissolution of the parish council, and thereupon the district
council may by order dissolve the parish council.

(2) Where an application under this section by a parish
meeting is rejected, another such application may not be
presented by that meeting within two years from the making
of the previous application.

11.—(1) The parish meeting of a parish may apply to the
district council for an order grouping the parish with some
neighbouring parish or parishes in the same district under a
common parish council or by adding the parish to an existing
group of such parishes under such a council, and the district
council may thereupon make an order accordingly, but subject
to subsection (2) below.

(2) Parishes shall not be grouped without the consent of the
parish meeting of each of the parishes.

(3) A grouping order shall make the necessary provision—

(@) for the name of the group ;

(b) for the election in accordance with this Act and Part I
of the Representation of the People Act 1949 of
separate representatives on the parish council for each
parish or for the wards of any parish or, in the case
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of an order which adds a parish to the group, for that  PaarI
parish or for the wards of that parish ;

(o) for the application to the parishes included in the group
of all or any of the provisions of section 37 of the
Charities Act 1960 (parochial charities) and of any of 1960 c. 58.
the provisions of this Act with respect to the custody
of parish documents, so as to preserve the separate
rights of each parish ;

(d) for the dissolution of the separate parish council of any
parish included in the group,

and the order may provide for the consent of the parish meeting
of a parish being required to any particular act of the parish
council, and for any necessary adaptations of this Act to the
group of parishes or to the parish meetings of the parishes in
the group.

(4) The district council may on the application of the council
of a group of parishes or of the parish meeting of any parish
included in a group of parishes make an order dissolving the
group or separating one or more cf those parishes from the
group, and an order so made shall make such provision as
appears to the district council to be necessary for the election
of a parish council for any of the parishes in the group, where
it is dissolved, and for any of the parishes separated from the
group, where it is not.

(5) Parishes grouped under a common parish council before
Ist April 1974 and situated in different districts on and after
that date shall, notwithstanding that they are so situated, continue
to be grouped under that council—

(@) unless an order is made under section 9 or subsection
(4) above or Part IV below dissolving the group ; or

(b) except so far as such an order separates one or more
of the parishes from the group ;

and any order under that section or subsection in relation to
any parishes so situated shall be made by the district councils
concerned acting jointly.

12.—(1) An order made by a district ocouncil or district Provision
councils under section 9, 10 or 11 above may contain such supplementary
incidental, consequential, transitional or supplementary provision tgotg"?‘l‘on”
as may appear to the district council or district councils to be )
necessary or proper for the purposes or in consequence of the
order or for giving full effect thereto, and may include provision
with respect to the transfer and management or custody of
property (whether real or personal) and the transfer of rights
and Liabilities.
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(2) When any such order is made, section 68 below shall
apply as if the order were made under Part IV of this Act.

(3) Two copies of every such order shall be sent to the
Secretary of State.

13.—(1) The parish meeting of a parish shall consist of the
local government electors for the parish.

(2) Any act of a parish meeting may be signified by an instru-
ment signed by the person presiding and two other local govern-
ment electors present at the meeting, or, if an instrument under
seal is required, by an instrument signed by those persons and
sealed with the seal of the parish council in the case of a parish
having a separate parish council or the parish trustees in any
other case, if that council or those trustees have a seal, or, if they
do not, with the seals of those persons.

(3) In a parish not having a separate parish council the
chairman of the parish meeting and the proper officer of the
district council shall be a body corporate by the name of “ the
Parish Trustees ”” with the addition of the name of the parish.

(4) The parish trustees of a parish shall act in accordance with
any directions given by the parish meeting.

(5) Notwithstanding anything in any rule of law the parish
trustees need not have a common seal, but where they have no
seal any act of theirs which requires to be signified by an instru-
ment under seal may be signified by an instrument signed and
sealed by the persons who are the parish trustees.

14.—(1) A parish council shall consist of the chairman and
parish councillors and shall have all such functions as are
vested in the council by this Act or otherwise.

(2) The parish council shall be a body corporate by the name
“ The Parish Council ” with the addition of the name of the par-
ticular parish.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in any rule of law, a parish
council need not have a common seal, but where a parish council
have no seal any act of theirs which is required to be signified
by an instrument under seal may be signified by an instrument
signed and sealed by two members of the council.

15.—(1) The chairman of a parish council shall be elected
annually by the council from among the councillors.

(2) The election of a chairman shall be the first busiress
transacted at the annual meeting of the parish council and if,
apart from subsection (8) below, the person presiding at the
meeting would have ceased to be a member of the parish council,
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he shall not be entitled to vote in the election except in accord-  PartI
ance with subsection (3) below.

(3) In the case of an equality of votes in the election of a
chairman the person presiding at the meeting shall give a casting
vote in addition to any other vote he may have.

(4) The chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes dis-
qualified, continue in office until his successor becomes entitled
to act as chairman.

(5) A parish council may pay the chairman for the purpose
of enabling him to meet the expenses of his office such allowance
as the council think reasonable.

(6) The parish council may appoint a member of the council
to be vice-chairman of the council.

(7) The vice-chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes dis-
qualified, hold office until immediately after the election of a
chairman at the next annual meeting of the council.

(8) During their term of office the chairman and vice-chair-
man shall continue to be members of the council notwithstanding
the provisions of this Act relating to the retirement of parish
councillors. ‘

(9) Subject to any standing orders made by the parish council,
anything authorised or required to be done by, to or before
the chairman may be done by, to or before the vice-chairman.

(10) In a parish not having a separate parish council, the
parish meeting shall, subject to any provisions of a grouping
order, at their annual assembly elect a chairman for the year who
shall continue in office until his successor is elected.

16.—(1) The number of parish councillors for each parish Parish
shall be such number not being less than five as may be fixed councillors.
from time to time by the district council.

(2) Parish councillors shall be elected by the local govern-
ment electors for the parish in accordance with this Act and
Part I of the Representation of the People Act 1949. 1949 c. 68.

(3) Subject to any provision included in an order by virtue
of section 67 below and to the provisions of paragraphs 12 and
13 of Schedule 3 to this Act, the ordinary elections of parish
councillors shall take place in 1976, 1979 and every fourth year
thereafter, their term of office shall be three years in the case
of those elected at the ordinary elections in 1976 and four
years in the case of those elected at ordinary elections held
thereafter, and the whole number of parish councillors shall retire
together in every ordinary year of election of such councillors
on the fourth day after the ordinary day of election of such
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councillors, and the newly elected councillors shall come into
office on the day on which their predecessors retire.

(4) Where a parish is not divided into parish wards there shall
be one election of parish councillors for the whole parish.

(5) Where a parish is divided into parish wards there shall be
a separate election of parish councillors for each ward.

17. Where a parish meeting is required or authorised by or
under any enactment to be held for a parish ward or other
part of a parish—

(a) the persons entitled to attend and vote at the meeting, or
to vote at any poll consequent thereon, shall be the
local government electors registered in respect of
qualifications in that parish ward or part of the parish ;
and '

(b) the provisions of this Act with respect to parish meetings
for the whole of a parish, including the provisions with
respect to the convening of a parish meeting by local
government electors, shall apply as if the parish ward or
part of the parish were the whole parish.

Miscellaneous
18. Schedule 3 to this Act shall have effect with respect to
the division of non-metropolitan counties into districts, the
establishment of the new local authorities in England, the suspen-

sion of elections of members of existing local authorities there
and related matters.

19. This Part of this Act shall extend to England only.

ParT II

LocAL GOVERNMENT AREAS AND AUTHORITIES
IN WALES

New local government areas

20.—(1) For the administration of local government on and
after 1st April 1974 Wales shall be divided into local government
areas to be known as counties and in those counties there shall be
local government areas to be known as districts.

(2) The counties shall be those named in Part I of Schedule 4
to this Act and shall comprise the areas respectively described
(by referenoe to administrative areas existing immediately
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before the passing of this Act) in column 2 of that Part of that
Schedule.

(3) In the counties specified in column 1 of Part II of that
Schedule there shall be the districts respectively specified in
column 2 of Part II of that Schedule and those districts shall
comprise the areas respectively described as aforesaid in column
3 of that Part of that Schedule, and the Secretary of State may
by order provide a name for any such district.

(4) On and after 1st April 1974 every district shall consist
of one or more areas to be known as communities which shall
be established in accordance with the following paragraphs:—

(a) the area of each borough existing immediately before
that date shall on that date become a community of
the district in which it is comprised and shall be known
by the same name as the borough’s ;

(b) the area of each urban district then existing which is
wholly comprised in a district shall on that date become
a community of that district and shall be known by the
same name as the urban district’s ;

(c) the area of each rural parish then existing shall on
that date become a community of the district in which
it is comprised and shall be known by the same name
as the parish’s ;

(d) in the districts specified in column 1 of Part III of
Schedule 4 to this Act there shall on that date be
established the communities respectively named in
column 2 of that Part of that Schedule and described
(by reference to administrative areas existing immedi-
ately before the passing of this Act) in column 3 of that
Part of that Schedule.

(5) Part IV of Schedule 4 to this Act shall have effect in
relation to the boundaries of the new local government areas.

(6) On 1st April 1974 all local government areas existing
immediately before that date, that is to say, all administrative
counties, boroughs, urban districts, rural districts and urban and
rural parishes, shall cease to exist, and the following shall also
cease to exist—

(@) the council of every such area which has a council ;

(b) in the case of a borough, the municipal corporation of
the borough ;

(c) in the case of a parish, the parish meeting ;

(d) in the case of a parish for which there is no separate
parish council, the representative body of the parish ;

(e) in the case of parishes included in a group, the common
parish council.

PArT I

13
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(7) In this section “ Wales” includes the administrative
county of Monmouthshire and the county borough of Newport.

Principal councils

21.—(1) For every county there shall be a council consisting
of a chairman and councillors and the council shall have all such
functions as are vested in them by this Act or otherwise.

(2) For every district there shall be a council consisting of a
chairman and councillors and the council shall have all such
functions as are vested in them by this Act or otherwise.

(3) Each council mentioned in subsection (1) or (2) above
shall be a body corporate by the name *“ The County Council ”
or “ The District Council ”, as the case may be, with the addition
of the name of the particular county or district.,

Members of principal councils

22.—(1) The chairman of a principal council shall be elected
annually by the council from among the councillors.

(2) The chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes dis-
qualified, continue in office until his successor becomes entitled
to act as chairman.

(3) During his term of office the chairman shall continue to
be a member of the council notwithstanding the provisions of
this Act relating to the retirement of councillors.

(4) The chairman of a district council shall have precedence
in the district, but not so as prejudicially to affect Her Majesty’s
royal prerogative.

(5) A principal council may pay the chairman for the purpose
of enabling him to meet the expenses of his office such allowance
as the council think reasonable.

23.—(1) The election of the chairman shall be the first
business transacted at the annual meeting of a principal council.

(2) If, apart from section 22(3) above or section 24(2) below,
the person presiding at the meeting would have ceased to be a
member of the council, he shall not be entitled to vote in the
election except in accordance with subsection (3) below.

(3) In the case of an equality of votes the person presiding
at the meeting shall give a casting vote in addition to any other
vote he may have.

24.—(1) A principal council shall appoint a member of the
council to be vice-<chairman of the council.
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(2) The vicechairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes
disqualified, hold office until immediately after the election of a
chairman at the next annual meeting of the council and during
that time shall continue to be a member of the council notwith-
standing the provisions of this Act relating to the retirement
of councillors.

(3) Subject to any standing orders made by the council,
anything authorised or required to be done by, to or before
the chairman may be done by, to or before the vice-chairman.

(4) A principal council may pay the vice-chairman for the
purpose of enabling him to meet the expenses of his office such
allowance as the council think reasonable.

PArT U

25.—(1) Councillors for a principal area shall be elected by the Term of
local government electors for that area in accordance with this Office and

Act and Part I of the Representation of the People Act 1949.

(2) For the purposes of the election of councillors—

(@) every county shall be divided into electoral divisions,
each returning (subject to paragraph 2 of Schedule 5
to this Act) one councillor ; and

(b) every district shall be divided into wards, each returning
such number of councillors as may be provided by an
order under the said paragraph 2 or under or by virtue
of the provisions of section 26 below or Part IV of
this Act;

and there shall be a separate election for each electoral division
or ward.

26.—(1) The ordinary elections of county councillors shall Elections of
take place in 1973 and every fourth year thereafter, their term of councillors.

office shall be four years and they shall retire together in every
such fourth year on the fourth day after the ordinary day of
election of county councillors, and in and after 1977 the newly
elected councillors shall come into office on the day on which
their predecessors retire.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, a district council may
in pursuance of the requisite resolution request the Secretary
of State to provide— '

(a) for a system of whole council elections, that is to say,
the holding of the ordinary elections of all the
councillors of the district simultaneously ; or

{b) for a system of elections by thirds, that is to say, the
election of one-third, as nearly as may be, of the
councillors of the district at the ordinary elections of
such councillors in any year ;

1949 c. 68,
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indicating, in the case of a request under paragraph (b) above,
those areas, if any, in which there should, and those, if any, in
which there should not, be wards each returning a number of
councillors which is divisible by three.

In this subsection “ the requisite resolution ” means in the
case of a resolution passed before 1st April 1974 a resolution
passed by a majority, and in the case of a resolution passed on
or after that date a resolution passed by not less than two-thirds,
of the members voting thereon at a meeting of the council
specially convened for the purpose with notice of the object.

(3) A resolution may not be passed under subsection (2)
above within ten years of a previous resolution thereunder.

(4) Where the Secretary of State receives a request under
subsection (2)(a) above from a district council or does not before
Ist April 1974 receive a request from a district council under
subsection (2)(b) above, he may make an order providing for
the ordinary elections of all the district councillors to be held
simultaneously and the order may contain the like provision, and
shall be treated, as if made under section 58 below.

(5) Where the Secretary of State receives a request under
subsection (2Kb) above from a district council he may ask the
Welsh Commission to make proposals in the light of the request
with respect to—

(@) the number, boundaries and names of the wards into
which the district should be divided and the number
of councillors to be elected for each ward ;

(b) the order of retirement of councillors elected for wards
not returning a number of councillors which is divisible
by three ;

and, where the Commission have not completed their review of
the electoral arrangements for the district under paragraph 10
of Schedule 10 to this Act, they shall as part of that review
consider the proposals to be made under this subsection and, in
any other case, sections 59, 60 and 61 below shall apply to the
consideration by the Commission of any such proposals as they
apply to their conduct of a review under section 57 below and
any such proposals shall be treated as if made under section 58
below.

(6) The ordinary elections of district councillors shall take
place—
(@) except where an order is in force providing for the
election of district councillors by thirds, in 1973, 1976,
1979 and every fourth year thereafter ; and
(b) where such an order is in force, in the year when the
order comes into force and every year thereafter other
than a year of election of county councillors.
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(7) The following provisions of this subsection shall, subject  PartIl
to the provisions of any order made under or by virtue of this
section, have effect with respect to district councillors—

(@) their term of office shall be three years in the case of
the councillors elected at the ordinary elections in 1973
and 1976 and four years in the case of those elected at
ordinary elections held thereafter ;

(b) except where an order is in force providing for the
election of councillors by thirds, the whole number of
the councillors shall retire together in every ordinary
year of election of such councillors on the fourth day
after the ordinary day of election of such councillors,
and in and after 1976 the newly elected councillors shall
come into office on the day on which their predecessors
retire ; and

(c) where such an order is in force, one-third of the whole
number of the councillors in each ward returning a
number of councillors which is divisible by three and,
as nearly as may be, one-third of the whole number of
the councillors in the other wards, being those who have
been councillors of the district for the longest time
without re-clection, shall retire in every ordinary year
of election of such councillors on the fourth day after
the ordinary day of election of such councillors, and in
every such year the newly elected councillors shall
come into office on the day on which their predecessors
retire.

Communities

27.—(1) A meeting of the local government electors for a Community
community (hereafter in this Act referred to as a community m”“‘.‘f’ and
meeting) may be convened for the purpose of discussing com- “®40¢-
munity affairs and exercising any functions conferred by any
enactment on such meetings.

(2) For the purpose of exercising functions on and after
Ist April 1974 there shall be a community council for—

(@) every community which is co-extensive with the area of
a rural parish existing immediately before that date and
having a separate parish council ;

(b) every group of communities the areas of which are co-
extensive with the areas of rural parishes existing
immediately before that date and grouped under a
common parish council ; and

{(c) any other community in respect of which the Secretary
of State has directed under subsection (3) or (4) below
that there is to be a community council.
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(3) The Secretary of State shall, on an application in writing
made to him before 1973 by the council of an existing borough
(except an excepted borough) or of an existing urban district,
being a borough or district the area or part of the area of which
is co-extensive with the area of a community, direct that there
shall be a council for the community for the purpose of exer-
cising functions on and after 1st April 1974.

(4) The Secretary of State may, without any application under
subsection (3) above, but after such consultations as he thinks
proper, direct not later than 30th June 1973 that for the said
purpose there shall be a community council for a particular
community the area of which is co-extensive with the area or
part of the area of an existing borough (except an excepted
borough) or of an existing urban district.

(5) A community meeting of a community having a separate
community council may, after 1st April 1974 and before the
submission to the Secretary of State of the report of the Commis-
sion on the special community review relating to that community,
apply to the district council for the dissolution of the community
council, and thereupon the district council may by order dissolve
the community council.

(6) In this section “ excepted borough ” means the borough
of Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil, Newport, Port Talbot, Rhondda
or Swansea.

28.—(1) A community meeting of a community which has not
a separate community council and is not co-extensive with a
district may, at any time except as provided by section 30
below, apply to the district council for an order establishing
a council for the community, and thereupon the district council
shall make such an order accordingly.

(2) An order establishing a separate community council for
a community shall make such provision as appears to the
district council to be necessary for the election of a community
council in accordance with this Act and Part I of the Representa-
tion of the People Act 1949.

(3) An order shall not be made under this section establishing
a separate community council for a community grouped under a
common community council unless by that order or an order
under section 29(4) below the community is separated from the
group or the group is dissolved, and where the group is not
dissolved, the order under this section shall make such provision
as appears to the district council to be necessary for the alteration
of the community council of the group.

(4) A community meeting of a community having a separate
community council may, at any time except as provided by
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section 30 below, apply to the district council for the dissolution  PaarI¥
of the community council, and thereupon the district council
shall by order dissolve the community council.

29.—(1) A community meeting of a community may, at any Orders for
time except as provided by section 30 below, apply to the district 80UPINg
council for an order grouping the community with some neigh- fl‘i',g‘é?‘?igg’e"*
bouring community or communities in the same district under 2 gr‘oups
common community council or by adding the community to an and separating
existing group of such communities under such a council, and communities
the district council may thereupon make an order accordingly, from groups.

but subject to subsection (2) below.

(2) Communities shall not be grouped without the consent
of a cornmunity meeting of each of the communities.

(3) A grouping order shall make the necessary provision—
(@) for the name of the group ;

(b) for the election in accordance with this Act and Part I
of the Representation of the People Act 1949 of 1949 c. 68,
separate representatives on the community council for
each community or for the wards of any community
or, in the case of an order which adds a community
to the group, for that community or for the wards of
that community ;

(¢) for the application to the communities included in the
group of all or any of the provisions of section 37 of
the Charities Act 1960 (parochial charities) and of any 1960 c. 58.
of the provisions of this Act with respect to the
custody of community documents, so as to preserve
the separate rights of each community ;

(@ for the dissolution of the separate community council
of any community included in the group;

and the order may provide for any necessary adaptations of
this Act to the group of communities.

(4) The council of a group of communities or a community
meeting of a community included in a group of communities
may, at any time except as provided by section 30 below, apply
to the district council for an order dissolving the group or
separating one or more of those communities from the group, and
the district council may thereupon make an order accordingly,
and an order so made shall make such provision as appears to the
district council to be necessary for the election of a community
council for any of the communities in the group, where it is
dissolved, and for any of the communities separated from the
group, where it is not.

B
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PART IT 30.—(1) Subject to subsection (3) below, no community
Restriction  application shall be made in relation to any community—
on ‘il?m‘.““mty (@) until the expiration of two years beginning with the
gﬁ%n‘:ggd“s coming into force of an order under Schedule 10
after reviews. to this Act consequent on the report of the Commission
on the special community review relating to that com-
munity ; or

(b) during the two years beginning with the coming into
force of an order relating to the community under Part
IV of this Act consequent on the report or proposals
of the Commission or Commissions on a review under
that Part of this Act of the county or district of which
the community forms part or, as the case may be, of
the community ; or

(c) during the two years beginning with the coming into
force of an order made under this Part of this Act
on a community application in relation to the
community.

(2) In relation to an application under section 28(4) above
subsection (1) above shall have effect as if for the words “ two
years ”, in each place where they occur, there were substituted
the words “ five years ”.

(3) The Secretary of State may, on an application made by
the Commission or Commissions at any time when conducting
a review under Part IV of this Act or on an application by a
district council at any time when conducting such a review,
direct that no community application shall be made in relation
to any community affected by the review until the Secretary of
State further directs.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in subsections (1) and (2) above
but without prejudice to subsection (3) above, the Secretary of
State may permit the making of a community application in
relation to a community if requested to do so by the council of
the district in which the community is situated or by the com-
munity council (f any) or a community meeting of the
community.

(5) In this section “ community application” means any
application under section 28 or 29 above.

Provision 31.—(1) An order made by a district council under section
supplementary 27, 28 or 29 above may contain such incidental, consequential,
é‘:’, izcggns transitional or supplementary provision as may appear to the
: district council to be necessary or proper for the purposes or in
consequence of the order or for giving full effect thereto, and
may include provision with respect to the transfer and manage-
ment or custody of property (whether real or personal) and

the transfer of rights and liabilities.
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(2) Where any such order is made, section 68 below shall
apply as if the order were made under Part IV of this Act.

(3) Two copies of every such order shall be sent to the Secre-
tary of State.

32.—(1) A community meeting of a community shall consist Constitution
of community
meeting.

of local government electors for the community.

(2) A community meeting may authorise the person presiding
and two other local government electors present at the meeting
to do anything or any class of things authorised by the meeting.

(3) Any act of a community meeting may be signified by an
instrument signed by the person presiding and two other local
government electors present at the meeting.

33.
and community councillors and shall have all such functions
as are vested in the council by this Act or otherwise.

(2) The community council shall be a body corporate by the
name “ The Community Council ” with the addition of the name
of the particular community.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in any rule of law, a community
council need not have a common seal, but where a community
council have no seal any act of theirs which is required to be
signified by an instrument under seal may be signified by an
instrument signed and sealed by two members of the council.

34.
elected annually by the council from among the councillors.

(2) The clection of a chairman shall be the first business trans-
acted at the annual meeting of the community council and if,
apart from subsection (8) below, the person presiding at the
meeting would have ceased to be a member of the community
council, he shall not be entitled to vote in the election except
in accordance with subsection (3) below.

(3) In the case of an equality of votes in the election of a
chairman the person presiding at the meeting shall give a casting
vote in addition to any other vote he may have.

(4) The chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes disquali-
fied, continue in office until his successor becomes entitled to
act as chairman. g

(5) A community council may pay the chairman for the
purpose of enabling him to meet the expenses of his office such
allowance as the council think reasonable.

(6) A community council may appoint a member of the
counci! 1o be vice-chairman of the council.

B2
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(7) The vice~<chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes dis-
qualified, hold office until immediately after the election of a
chairman at the next annual meeting of the council.

(8) During their term of office the chairman and vice-chairman
shall continue to be members of the council notwithstanding the
provisions of this Act relating to the retirement of community
councillors.

(9) Subject to any standing orders made by the community
council, anything authorised or required to be done by, to or
before the chairman may be done by, to or before the vice-
chairman.

35.—(1) Community councillors shall be elected by the local
government electors for the community in accordance with this
Act and Part I of the Representation of the People Act 1949.

(2) Subject to any provision included in an order by virtue
of section 67 below, the ordinary elections of community coun-
cillors shall take place in 1974, 1979 and every fourth year
thereafter, their term of office shall be five years in the case of
those elected at the ordinary clections in 1974 and four years
in the case of those elected at ordinary elections held thereafter,
and the whole number of community councillors shall retire
together in every ordinary year of election of such councillors
on the fourth day after the ordinary day of election of such
councillors, and in and after 1979 the newly elected councillors
shall come into office on the day on which their predecessors
retire.

(3) Where a community is not divided into community wards
there shall be one election of community councillors for the
whole community.

(4) Where a community is divided into community wards
there shall be a separate election of community councillors for
each ward.

36. Where a community meeting is required or authorised
by or under any enactment to be held for a community ward
or other part of a community—

(a) the persons entitled to attend and vote at the meeting,
or to vote at any poll consequent thereon, shall be the
local government electors registered in respect of
qualifications in that community ward or part of the

- community ; and

(b) the provisions of this Act with respect to community
meetings for the whole of the community, including
the provisions with respect to the convening of a com-
munity meeting by local government electors, shall .
apply as if the community ward or part of the com-
munity were the whole community.
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Miscellaneous ParT I1
37. Schedule 5 to this Act shall have effect with respect to Establishment
the establishment of new local authorities in Wales, the suspen- of new..
sion of elections of members of existing local authorities there ?;‘tw‘g‘etf"

and related matters.

38. This Part of this Act shall extend to Wales only. %xa:tenﬁ of

ParT III
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS AND CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

39. In England and Wales the council of every district and Registration
London borough shall appoint an officer of the council to be officers.
registration officer for any constituency or part of a constituency
coterminous with or contained in the district or borough, and the
Common Council shall appoint an officer to be registration
officer for any part of the constituency containing the City and
the Temples.

49.—(1) In England and Wales the returning officer for a Returning
parliamentary election shall be— 02‘1319;; :xgtar
(a) in the case of a county constituency which is coterminous glecﬁons_ 7
with or wholly contained in a county, the sheriff of the
county ; .
(b) in the case of a borough constituency which is coter-
minous with or wholly contained in a district, the
chairman of the district council ;
(c) in the case of any other constituency wholly outside
Greater London, such sheriff or chairman of a district
council as may be designated in an order made by the
Secretary of State ;
(d) in the case of a constituency which is coterminous with
or wholly contained in a London borough, the mayor
of the borough ;
() in the case of a constituency wholly or partly in
Greater London which is situated partly in one London
borough and partly in a district or any other London
borough, the mayor of such London borough or the
chairman of such district council as may be designated
in an order made by the Secretary of State.

(2) The City and the Temples shall be treated for the pur-
poses of this section as if together they formed a London
borough.

(3) For section 18(1) of the 1949 Act (discharge of functions of
returning officer) there shall be substituted the following
subsections : —

“(1) In England and Wales the duties of the returning
officer for parliamentary elections except those excepted by

B3
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Parr IIE subsection (1A) of this section shall be discharged, as acting
returning officer—

(a) in the case of a constituency for which the chair-
man of a district council or the mayor of a London
borough is returning officer by virtue of section
40(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, by the
registration officer appointed by that council ;

(b) in the case of any other constituency, by such
registration officer as may be designated in an
order made by the Secretary of State.

(1A) The duties excepted from subsection (1) are—
(a) any duty imposed on a returning officer under rule
3 of the parliamentary elections rules ; and

(b) any duties so imposed under rule 51 of those rules
which the person (if any) who for the time being
holds the office of returning officer reserves to
himself and undertakes to perform in person.

(1B) In the event of the death of a sheriff the acting
returning officer shall discharge all the duties of sheriff
as returning officer until another sheriff is appointed and
has made the declaration of office.”

1887 c. 55. (4) Section 25 of the Sheriffs Act 1887 (death of sheriff
shall not authorise the under-sheriff to discharge the duties of
returning officer.

(5) A parliamentary election shall not be liable to be
questioned by reason of a defect in the title, or want of title,
of the person presiding at or conducting the election, if that
person was then in actual possession of, or acting in, the office
giving the right to preside at or conduct the election.

Returning 41.—(1) Every county council shall appoint an officer of the
officers at local council to be the returning officer for elections of councillors of
g;mmt the county and every district council shall appoint an officer
’ of the council to be the returning officer for the elections of
councillors of the district and an officer of the council to be the
returning officer for elections of councillors of parishes or com-

munities within the district.

(2) The returning officer at an election of a councillor of the
Greater London Council shall be the proper officer of the
borough. which constitutes or includes the electoral area for
which the election is held or, in the case of the electoral area
which includes the City and the Temples, the proper officer of
the City of Westminster.

(3) The returning officer at an election of London borough
councillors shall be the proper officer of the borough.
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(4) The returning officer at any election mentioned in sub-
sections (1) to (3) above may by writing under his hand appoint
one or more persons to discharge all or any of his functions.

(5) A local government election shall not be liable to be
questioned by reason of a defect in the title, or want of title,
of the person presiding at or conducting the election, if that
person was then in actual possession of, or aciing in, the office
giving the right to preside at or conduct the election.

Part 1IX

42.—(1) Elections of councillors for all local government areas Conduct of
shail be conducted in accordance with rules made by the local
Secretary of State and not (in the case of elections of councillors 8overnment

of counties, the Greater London Council and London boroughs)
ir;) agcordance with the local elections rules in Schedule 2 to the
1949 Act.

elections.

(2) Accordingly references in that Act and the Representation 1965 ¢. 15,

of the People Act 1969 to local elections rules shall be con-
strued as references to rules made under this section and refer-
ences in those Acts to parish election rules shall be construed
as references to rules under this section relating to the conduct
of elections of parish or, as the case may be, community
councillors.

(3) Rules made under this section shall apply the parliamen-
tary elections rules in Schedule 2 to the 1949 Act subject to such
adaptations, alterations and exceptions as seem appropriate to
the Secretary of State.

(4) When the following ordinary elections fall to be held in the
same year, that is to say—

(a) the ordinary election of district councillors for any
district ward ; and

(b) the ordinary election of parish or community councillors

for any parish or community, or any parish or com-

munity ward, which is co-extensive with or situated in
that district ward ;

the polls at those elections shall be taken together and one-half

of the cost of taking the combined polls shall be treated as
attributable to the holding of each election.

(5) All expenditure properly incurred by a returning officer in
relation to the holding of an election of a councillor for a
principal area shall, in so far as it does not, in cases where there
is a scale fixed for the purposes of this section by the council for
that area, exceed that scale, be paid by that council.

(6) All expenditure properly incurred by a returning officer in
relation to the holding of an election of a parish or community
councillor shall, in so far as it does not, in cases where there is a
scale fixed for the purposes of this section by the council of the

B4
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district in which the parish or the community is situated, exceed
that scale, be paid by the district council, but any expenditure so
incurred shall be chargeable only on the parish or community for
which the election is held.

(7) Before a poll is taken at an election of a councillor for
any local government area the council of that area or, in the
case of an election of a parish or community councilior, the
council who appointed the returning officer shall, at the request
of the returning officer or of any person acting as returning
officer, advance to him such reasonable sum in respect of his
expenses at the election as he may require.

(8) A statutory instrument containing rules under this section
shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of
either House of Parliament.

43. In every year after 1974 the ordinary day of election of
councillors shall be the same for all local government areas in
England and Wales and shall be the first Thursday in May or
such other day as may be fixed by the Secretary of State by
order made not later than 1st February in the year preceding
the first year in which the order is to take effect.

44.—(1) If at an election of a councillor for any local govern-
ment area—
(a) the poll is abandoned or countermanded for any reason ;
or
(b) no person is or remains, or an insufficient number of
persons are or remain, validly nominated to fill the
vacancy or vacancies in respect of which the election
is held ;
the returning officer or, in the case of an election of a councillor
of the Greater London Council, the proper officer of the Council
shall order an election to be held on a day appointed by him to
fill any vacancy which remains unfilled, being a day falling
within the period of forty-two days (computed in accordance
with section 243(4) below) beginning with the day fixed as the day
of election for the first mentioned election.

(2) If for any other reason an election to an office under this
Act, other than that of chairman of a parish or community
council or parish meeting or parish or community councillor,
is not held on the appointed day or within the appointed time,
or fails either wholly or in part or becomes void, the High
Court may order an election to be held on a day appointed
by the Court.

(3) The High Court may order that the costs incurred by any
person in connection with proceedings under subsection (2) above
shall be paid by the local authority concerned.



Local Government Act 1972 c.70 27

(4) In a case not falling within subsection (1) above, if ParrIill
any difficulty arises with respect to an election of parish
or community councillors or of an individual parish or com-
munity councillor, or to the first meeting of a parish or
community council after an ordinary election of parish or
community councillors, or if, because an election is not held
or is defective, or for any other reason, a parish or community
council is not properly constituted, the district council may by
order make any appointment or do anything which appears
to them necessary or expedient for the proper holding of such an
election or meeting and properly constituting the council, and
may, if it appears to them necessary, direct the holding of an
election or meeting and fix the date for it.

(5) An order under this section may include such modifica-
tions of the provisions of this Act and rules under section 42
above or Part I of the 1949 Act as appear to the High Court
or, as the case may be, the district council necessary or expedient
for carrying the order into effect.

(6) In the case of a common parish council under which are
grouped, by virtue of section 11(5) above, parishes situated in
different districts, references in subsections (4) and (5) above to
the district council shall be construed as references to the council
of the district in which there is the greater number of local
government electors for the parishes in the group.

(7) Two copies of every order made by a district council under
this section shall be sent to the Secretary of State.

(8) If a municipal election in a London borough is not held
on the appointed day or within the appointed time or becomes
void, the municipal corporation shall not thereby be dissolved
or be disabled from acting.

45.—(1) Schedule 6 to this Act shall have effect for the Supplementary.
purpose of amending and otherwise modifying the operation of
the Representation of the People Acts and other enactments
relating to parliamentary and local government elections, being
amendments and modifications necessary or expedient in con-
sequence of other provisions of this Act.

(2) In this Part of this Act “the 1949 Act” means the 1949 c. 62.

Representation of the People Act 1949, and * registration
officer ” has the same meaning as in that Act.

PaArT 1TV
CHANGES IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS

Proposals by Local Government Bourdary Commission
for England
46.—(1) There shall be a Local Government Boundary Local
Commission for England (in this Act referred to as “ the English Government
Commission ”) who shall carry out the functions conferred on Boundary

them by or under this Act. gg“g:ﬁ:fi



28
PAarT IV

Proposals
for changes
in local
government

&reas in
England,

c.70 Local Government Act 1972

(2) The provisions of Schedule 7 to this Act shall have
effect with respect to the English Commission.

47.—(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) below, the English
Commission may in consequence of a review conducted by them
or a district council under this Part of this Act make proposals
to the Secretary of State for effecting changes appearing to the
Commission desirable in the interests of effective and convenient
local government by any of the following means or any com-
bination of those means (including the application of any of the
following paragraphs to an area constituted or altered under any
of those paragraphs):— ’

(a) the alteration of a local government area;

(b) the constitution of a new local government area of any
description outside Greater London by the amalgama-
tion of two or more such areas of the like description
or by the aggregation of parts of such areas of the
like description or by the separation of part of such an
area of the like description ;

(0) the abolition of a principal area of any description out-
side Greater London and its distribution among other
areas of the like description ;

(d) the conversion of a metropolitan into a non-metropoli-
tan county or of a non-metropolitan into a metropoli-
tan county and in consequence thereof the conversion of
a metropolitan into a non-metropolitan district or of a
non-metropolitan into a metropolitan district within
the county ;

(e) the constitution of a new London borough by the
amalgamation of two or more London boroughs or
by the aggregation of parts of London boroughs or
by the separation of part of a London borough ;

(fi the abolition of a London borough and the distributicn
of its area among other London boroughs ;
(g) the constitution of a new parish by—
(i) the establishment of any area which is not
a parish or part of one as a parish ; or
(i) the aggregation of the whole or any part of
any such area with one or more parishes or parts
of parishes ;

(h) the abolition of a parish with or without the distribution
of its area among other parishes ;

() a change of electoral arrangements for any local govern-
ment area which is either consequential on any change
in local government areas proposed under the fore-
going paragraphs or is a change (hereafter in this Part
of this Act referred to as a substantive change) which
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is independent of any change in local government areas  Parr IV
so proposed.
{2) The English Commission shall not make any proposals
to the Secretary of State under this section for a substantive
change of electoral arrangements for a parish except in accord-
ance with section 50(7) below.

(3) The English Commission shall not make any such pro-
posals for the conversion of a metropolitan into a non-metro-
politan county or of a non-metropolitan into a metropolitan
county before the first review carried out by the Commission
under section 48(1) below.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (1)(b) and (c) above metro-
politan and non-metropolitan counties are areas of a like descrip-
tion and so are metropolitan and non-metropolitan districts.

48.—(1) Subject to subsection (2) and section 49(5) below, it Duty aad
shall be the duty of the English Commission not less than ten power to
or more than fifteen years after 1st April 1974 and thereafter ©VW ‘°°‘:
at intervals of not less than ten or more than fifteen years from g,:a;minmn
the submission of the last report of the Commission on the England.
previous review under this subsection to review—

{@) all counties in England, all metropolitan districts and
all London boroughs ;

() the boundaries between Greater L.ondon and the coun-
ties adjoining it and between the City and the L.ondon
boroughs adjoining it ;

for the purpose of considering whether or not to make such
proposals in relation to all or any, or any part, of those areas
or boundaries as are authorised by section 47 above and what
proposals, if any, to make, and the Commission shall, if they
think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(2) The Secretary of State may by direction given to the
English Commission vary the length of any interval specified in
subsection (1) above either as respects the whole review or as
respects any particular case or class of case.

{3) At a time when the English Commission are not con-
ducting a review under subsection (1) above, they may, subject to
section 49(5) below, review all or any, or any part, of the areas
mentioned in subsection (1)(a) above or of the boundaries men-
tioned in subsection (1)(b) above for the purpose of considering
whether or not to make such proposals in relation to them as
are authorised by section 47 above and what proposals, if any,
to make, and the Commission shall, if they think fit, formulate
such proposals accordingly.

(4) If the English Commission receive a request from a local
authority or parish meeting that the Commission should con-
duct a review under subsection (3) above with respect to any area
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or boundary in England in which the authority or meeting
appear to the Commission to be interested, the Commission shall
consider the request.

(5) Subject to section 49(5) below, it shall be the duty of the
English Commission to keep under review all non-metropolitan
districts for the purpose of considering whether or not to make
such proposals in relation to any such districts as are authorised
by section 47 above and what proposals, if any, to make, and
the Commission shall, unless to do so would in their opinion
impede the proper discharge of their functions, consider any
request made to them by any local authority or parish meeting
appearing to the Commission to be interested in any such district
that the Commission should make such proposals, and in either
case the Commission shall, if they think fit, formulate such
proposals accordingly.

(6) In any case where the Secretary of State has made an
order under section 1 of the New Towns Act 1965 designating
any land as, or as an extension of, a new town and the area
of the new town as so designated or so extended is not wholly
comprised within one district, he shall, as soon as practicable
after the order has become operative, send to the English
Commission a notice stating that the order is in operation and
specifying the districts within which that area is situated, and on
receipt of such a notice it shall be the duty of the Commission,
subject to section 49(5) below, to review the areas of those
districts for the purpose of considering whether or not to make
such proposals in relation to them as are authorised by section
47 above and what proposals, if any, to make, and the Commis-
sion shall, if they think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(7) Subject to section 49(5) below, the English Commission
may at any time review the boundaries between the Inner
Temple or the Middle Temple and the City or the City of
Westminster for the purpose of considering whether or not to
make such proposals with respect to any such boundaries as are
authorised by section 47 above and what proposals, if any, to
make and shall, unless to do so would in their opinion impede
the proper discharge of their functions, consider any request
made with respect to any such boundaries by the Common
Council, the Council of the City of Westminster, the Sub-
Treasurer of the Inner Temple or the Under Treasurer of the
Middle Temple, and in either case the Commission shall, if they
think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(8) Subject to section 49(5) below, it shall be the duty of the
council for each district in England to keep the whole of their
district under review for the purpose of considering whether or
not to make recommendations to the English Commission for
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such proposals with respect to the constitution of new parishes,
the abolition of parishes or the alteration of parishes in their
district as are authorised by section 47 above and what recom-
mendations, if any, to make and the council shall, unless to do so
would in their opinion impede the proper discharge of their
functions under this Part of this Act, consider any request made
with respect to any of those matters by any parish council or
parish meeting appearing to the district council to be interested,
and the district council shall from time to time report to the
Commission accordingly.

(9) The English Commission shall consider any report made
under subsection (8) above with respect to any district in England
and, if they think fit, make the proposals recommended, either
as submitted to them or with modifications, but if the
Commission are of the opinion that the proposals recommended
are not, as submitted or with modifications, apt for securing
effective and convenient local government in that district or
the district council have reported that they will not recommend
the Commission to make proposals, the Commission may them-
selves review the whole or part of that district for the purpose
of considering whether or not to make such proposals in relation
to it as are authorised by section 47 above and what proposals, if
any, to make and may, if they think fit, formulate such proposals
accordingly. :

49.

as a whole, or of any one or more local government areas or
parts of such areas in England, for the purpose of considering

PArT IV

(1) The Secretary of State may direct the English Com- Power of
mission to conduct a review of the principal areas in England Secretary of

State to direct
holding or
postponement

whether or not to make such proposals in relation to the area of reviews.

reviewed as are authorised by section 47 above and what pro-
posals, if any, to make and the Commission shall, if they think
fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(2) The Secretary of State may, at the request of the English
Commission or otherwise, direct the council of a district in
England to conduct a review of the whole or any part of their
district for the purpose of considering whether or not to make
recommendations to the Commission for such proposals with
respect to the constitution of new parishes, the abolition of
parishes or the alteration of parishes in their district as are
authorised by section 47 above and what recommendations,
if any, to make, and to report to the Commission accordingly
within a period specified in the direction.

(3) The English Commission shall consider any report made
under subsection (2) above with respect to any district in England
and, if they think fit, make the proposals recommended, either
as submitted to them or with modifications, but if the Commis-
sion are of the opinion that the proposals recommended are not,

31



32

PART IV

Substantive
changes in
electoral
arrangements.

c.70 Local Government Act 1972

as submitted or with modifications, apt for securing effective
and convenient local government in that district or the district
council have reported that they will not recommend the Commis-
sion to make proposals, the Commission may themselves review
the whole or part of that district for the purpose of considering
whether or not to make such proposals in relation to it as are
authorised by section 47 above and what proposals, if any, to
make and may, if they think fit, formulate such proposals
accordingly.

(4) If a district council fail within the period specified in a
direction under subsection (2) above to submit a report to the
English Commission, the Secretary of State may direct the
English Commission to conduct the review which the district
council were directed to conduct the review which the district
whether or not to make any such proposals as aforesaid and
what, if any, proposals to make, and the Commission shall, if
they think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(5) The Secretary of State may direct—

(@) the English Commission not to undertake during a
specified period a review of any one or more local
government areas or parts of such areas, or boundaries
between such areas, which the Commission have the
duty or power to review under section 48 above ; and

(b) a district council not to undertake during a specified
period a review of the whole or any specified part of
their district which they have power to review under
that section.

50.—(1) No review shall be conducted under section 48
or 49 above for the purpose of making proposals for a substan-
tive change of electoral arrangements, but the following
provisions of this section shall have effect with respect to the
making of such proposals.

(2) It shall be the duty of the English Commission not less
than ten or more than fifteen years after the completion of the
initial review of the electoral arrangements for counties under
Schedule 9 below and thereafter, so far as is reasonably
practicable, at intervals of not less than ten or more than
fifteen years from the submission of the last report of
the Commission on the previous review under this subsection
in relation to the area in question, to review the electoral
arrangements for every principal area in England for the purpose
of considering whether or not to make proposals to the Secretary
of State for a substantive change in those electoral arrangements
and what proposals, if any, to make, and the Commission shall,
if they think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.
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(3) Without prejudice to subsection (2) above, the English
Commission may at any time, whether at the request of a local
authority or otherwise, review the electoral arrangements for a
principal area in England for the purpose of considering whether
or not to make proposals to the Secretary of State for a substan-
tive change in those electoral arrangements and what proposals,
if any, to make, and the Commission shall, if they think fit,
formulate such proposals accordingly.

(4) It shall be the duty of the council of each district in
England to keep under review the electoral arrangements for the
parishes (f any) in their district for the purpose of considering
whether or not to make substantive changes in those arrange-
ments and what changes, if any, to make, and the council shall
consider any request made with respect to those arrangements
by the council for, or not less than thirty local government
electors of, any parish appearing to the district council to be
likely to be affected by those changes, and the district council
may, if they think fit, make an order giving effect to those
changes.

(5) The English Commission may, on a request made by the
council for, or not less than thirty local government electors
of, any parish, review the electoral arrangements for the parish
for the purpose of considering whether or not to make proposals
to the district council for an order under subsection (6) below
changing those arrangements and what proposals, if any, to make,
and may, if they think fit, formulate such proposals and send
them to the district council accordingly.

(6) Where a district council have received proposals from
the English Commission under subsection (5) above for an order
under this subsection they may, if they think fit, make the order
proposed or may suggest modifications to the proposals and,
where the Commission agree to the modifications suggested, may
make the order with those modifications.

(7) If after recciving any such proposals a district council
inform the English Commission that in their opinion the order
proposed should not be made (whether with or without modifi-
cations) or, if within six months of receiving any such proposals
the district council have not made the order proposed (whether
with or without modifications), the Commission may report that
fact to the Secretary of State and make to him the proposals
which they made to the district council.

(8) No representations shall be made after the passing of
this Act under paragraph 1 of Part I1I of Schedule 1 to the 1963
Act (consideration of electoral arrangements for London
boroughs).

PART IV
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51.—(1) Where the English Commission have—

(@ in accordance with section 48 or 49 above been con-
ducting a review of amy area or considering any
recommendations made by a district council ; or

(b) in accordance with section 50 above been conducting a
review of electoral arrangements on which they have
a power or duty to formulate proposals to, or submit
a report to, the Secretary of State ;

and in either case are of the opinion that they are in a position
to submit to the Secretary of State a report on the review or any
part of it or any of the recommendations, they shall submit a
report to him on the review or that part or those recommenda-
tions, together with the proposals they have formulated thereon,
or, as the casc may be, a notification that they have no proposals
to put forward thereon.

(2) The Secretary of State may if he thinks fit by order give
effect to any proposals made to him by the Commission, either
as submitted to him or with modifications: ~

Provided that an order giving effect to any such proposals
shall not be made uatil after the expiry of six weeks from the
day on which those proposals were submitted to him.

(3) If in relation to any area the Secretary of State decides
to make an order under this section giving effect with modifica-
tions to proposals made to him by the Commission, he may, if
he thinks fit, direct the Commission to conduct a further review
of that area or, as the case may be, of its electoral arrangements
and to make revised proposals with respect to that area or those
arrangements within a time specified in the direction.

(4) Any statutory instrument containing an order under this
section which alters the area of a county, district or London
borough, the City, the Inner Temple or the Middle Temple or
abolishes a county, district or London borough shall be subject
to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of
Parliament.

mission or the council of a district in England directions for
their guidance in conducting reviews under section 48, 49 or
50 above and making proposals or recommendations or con-
sidering substantive changes in electoral arrangements in conse-
quence thereof and the directions may relate to all such reviews
or to any particular review or class of review.

(2) A direction shall not be given under subsection (1) above
with respect to all reviews, reviews of any class or a single review
of all or any class of the prlncmal areas in England except after
consultation with associations appearing to “the Secretary of
State to be representative of local authorities.
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(3) The Secretary of State may give directions to the English  Part IV
Commission with respect to the order in which areas or electoral
arrangements are to be reviewed by them under any provision
of section 48 or 49 above.

Proposals by Local Government Boundary Commission
for Wales

53.—(1) There shall be a Local Government Boundary Com- Local
mission for Wales (in this Act referred to as “the Walsh Govemmenf
Commission ”) who shall carry out the functions conferred Commmm
on them by or under this Act. for Wales.

(2) The provisions of Schedule 8 to this Act shall have effect
with respect to the Welsh Commission. -

54.—(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, the Welsh-Commis- Proposals
sion may in consequence of a review conducted by them or a for changes
district council under this Part of this Act make proposals to ‘%igcrgimm
the Secretary of State for effecting changes appearing to the §reas in
Commission desirable in the interests of effective and convenient Wales.
local government by any of the following means or any combin-
ation of those means (including the application of any of the
following paragraphs to an area constituted or altered under any

of those paragraphs):.—
{a) the alteration of a local government area ;

{b) the constitution of a new local government area of any
description by the amalgamation of two or more such
areas of the like description or by the aggregation of
parts of such areas of the like description or by the
separation of part of such an area of the like descrip-
tion ;

(c) the abolition of a local government area of any descrip-
tion and its distribution among other areas of the like
description ;

(d) the constitution of a new community by—

(i) the establishment of any area which is not a
community or part of one as a community ;

(ii) the aggregation of the whole or any part of
any such area with one or more communities or parts
of communities ;

{e) a change of electoral arrangements for any local govern-
ment area which is either consequential on any change
in local government areas proposed under the fore-
going paragraphs or is a substantive change.

(2) The Welsh Commission shall not make any proposals to
the Secretary of State under this section for a substantive
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change of electoral arrangements for a community except in
accordance with section 57(7) below.

5§5.—(1) It shall be the duty of the Welsh Commission to
keep under review all counties and districts in Wales for the
purpose of considering whether or not to make such proposals
in relation to them as are authorised by section 54 above and
what proposals, if any, to make, and the Commission shall,
unless to do so would in their opinion impede the proper dis-
charge of their functions, consider any request made to them
by any local authority appearing to the Commission to be
interested in any such county or district that the Commission
should make such proposals, and in either case the Commission
shall, if they think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(2) Upon the completion, in relation to their district, of the
special community review under Schedule 10 below it shall be
the duty of the council for each district in Wales to keep
the whole of their district under review for the purpose of
considering whether or not to make recommendations to the
Welsh Commission for such proposals with respect to  the
constitution of new communities, the abolition of communities or
the alteration of communities in their district as are authorised
by section 54 above and what recommendations, if any, to make
and the council shall, unless to do so would in their opinion
impede the proper discharge of their functions under this Part
of this Act, consider any request made with respect to any
of those matters by any community council or community
meeting appearing to the district council to be interested, and
the district council shall from time to time report to the
Commission accordingly.

(3) The Welsh Commission shall consider any report made
under subsection (2) above with respect to any district in Wales
and, if they think fit, make the proposals recommended, either
as submitted to them or with modifications, but if the Commission
are of the opinion that the proposals recommended are not, as
submitted or with modifications, apt for securing effective
and convenient local government in that district or the district
council have reported that they will not recommend the Commis-
sion to make proposals, the Commission may themselves review
the whole or part of that district for the purpose of considering
whether or not to make such proposals in relation to it as are
authorised by section 54 above and what proposals, if any, to
make and may, if they think fit, formulate such proposals
accordingly.

(4) In any case where the Secretary of State has made an
order under section 1 of the New Towns Act 1965 designating
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any land as, or as an extension of, a new town and the area of  ParrIV
the new town as so designated or so extended is not wholly
comprised within one district, he shall, as soon as practicable
after the order has become operative, send to the Welsh Com-
mission a notice stating that the order is in operation and
specifying the districts within which that area is situated, and on
receipt of such a notice it shall be the duty of the Commission
to review the areas of those districts for the purpose of
considering whether or not to make such proposals in relation
to them as are authorised by section 54 above and what
proposals, if any, to make, and the Commission shall, if they
think fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(3) If in conducting a review under this section the Commis-
sion or a district council intend to make, or recommend the
making of, proposals for a change in local government areas
they shall also consider whether or not in consequence of that
change to make or recommend the making of proposals for any
of the following:—

(a) the constitution of a council for a community (other
than a community which is co-extensive with a district)
or a group of such communities ;

(b) the dissolution of a community council, whether
separate or common ;

{c) the separation of a community from a group of com-
munities having a common community council ;

{(d) the addition of a community to a group of communities
having a common community council ;

(e) the making of provision for electoral arrangements for
any community or group of communities which is con-
sequential on any change proposed under the foregoing
paragraphs ;

and subsections (1) to (3) above shall apply in relation to pro-
posals for any of those matters and recommendations for such
proposals as they apply in relation to proposals authorised by
section 54 above and recommendations for such proposals.

56.—(1) The Secretary of State may direct the Welsh Com- Power of
mission to conduct a review of Wales as a whole, or of any Secretary
one or more local government areas or parts of such areas in gf Smﬁ ‘13
Wales, for the purpose of considering whether or not to make {fto .00 ©i8
such proposals in relation to the area reviewed as are authorised )
by section 54 above and what proposals, if any, to make, and
the Commission shall, if they think fit, formulate such proposals
accordingly.

(2) The Secretary of State may, at the request of the Welsh
Commission or otherwise, direct the council of a district in
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Wales to conduct a review of the whole or any part of their
district for the purpose of considering whether or not to make
recommendations to the Commission for such proposals with
respect to the constitution of new communities, the abolition of
communities or the alteration of communities in their district as
are authorised by section 54 above and what recommendations,
if any, to make, and to report to the Commission accordingly
within a period specified in the direction.

(3) The Welsh Commission shall consider any report made
under subsection (2) above with reference to any district in
Wales and, if they think fit, make the proposals recommended,
either as submitted to them or with modifications, but if the
Commission are of the opinion that the proposals recommended
are not, as submitted or with modifications, apt for securing
effective and convenient local government in that district or
the district council have reported that they will not recommend
the Commission to make proposals, the Commission may them-
selves review the whole or part of that district for the purpose
of considering whether or not to make such proposals in relation
to it as are authorised by section 54 above and what proposals,
if any, to make and may, if they think fit, formulate such
proposals accordingly.

(4) If a district council fail within the period specified in a
direction under subsection (2) above to submit a report to the
Welsh Commission, the Secretary of State may direct the Welsh
Commission to conduct the review which the district council
were directed to conduct for the purpose of considering whether
or not to make any such proposals as aforesaid and what, if any,
proposals to make, and the Commission shall, if they think fit,
formulate such proposals accordingly.

(5) If in conducting a review under this section the Commis-
sion or a district council intend to make, or recommend the
making of, proposals for a change in local government areas,
they shall also consider whether or not in consequence of that
change to make or recommend the making of proposals for
any such matters as are mentioned in section 55(5) above, and
subsections (1) to (3) of that section shall apply in relation tc
such proposals and recommendations as they apply in relation
to proposals authorised by section 54 above and recommenda-
tions for such proposals.

57.—(1) No review shall be conducted under section 55 or 56
above for the purpose of making proposals for a substantive
change of electoral arrangements, but the following provisions
of this section shall have effect with respect to the making of

such proposals.
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(2) It shall be the duty of the Welsh Commission not less
than ten or more than fifteen years after the completion of the
initial review of the electoral arrangements for counties under
Schedule 10 below and thereafter, so far as is reasonably
practicable, at intervals of not less than ten or more than fifteen
years from the submission of the last report of the Commission
on the previous review under this subsection in relation to the
area in question, to review the electoral arrangements for every
principal area in Wales for the purpose of considering whether
or not to make proposals to the Secretary of State for a sub-
stantive change in those electoral arrangements and what pro-
posals, if any, to make, and the Commission shall, if they think
fit, formulate such proposals accordingly.

(3) Without prejudice to subsection (2) above, the Welsh
Commission may at any time, whether at the request of a local
authority or otherwise, review the electoral arrangements for a
principal area in Wales for the purpose of considering whether
or not to make proposals to the Secretary of State for a substan-
tive change in those electoral arrangements and what proposals,
if any, to make, and the Commission shall, if they think fit,
formulate such proposals accordingly.

(4) It shall be the duty of the council of each district in Wales
to keep under review the electoral arrangements for the com-
munities in their district for the purpose of considering whether
or not to make substantive changes in those arrangements and
what changes, if any, to make and the council shall consider
any requests made with respect to those arrangements by the
council for, or not less than thirty local government electors
of, any community appearing to the district council to be likely
to be affected by those changes, and the district council may,
if they think fit, make an order giving effect to those changes.

(5) The Welsh Commission may, on a request made by
the council for, or not less than thirty local government electors
of, any community, review the electoral arrangements for the
community for the purpose of considering whether or not to
make proposals to the district council for an order under sub-
section (6) below changing those arrangements and what pro-
posals, if any, to make, and may, if they think fit, formulate
such proposals and send them to the district council accordingly.

(6) Where a district council have received proposals from
the Welsh Commission under subsection (5) above for an order
under this subsection they may, if they think fit, make the order
proposed or may suggest modifications to the proposals and,
where the Commission agree to the modifications suggested, may
make the order with those modifications.

PART IV
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(7) If after receiving any such proposals a district council
inform the Welsh Commission that in their opinion the order
proposed should not be made (whether with or without modifica-
tions) or if, within six months of receiving any such proposals,
the district council have not made the order proposed (whether
with or without modifications), the Commission may report that
fact to the Secretary of State and make to him the proposals
which they made to the district council.

58.—(1) Where the Welsh Commission have—

(a) in accordance with section 55 or 56 above been con-
ducting a review of any area or considering any recom-
mendations made by a district council ; or ‘

(b) in accordance with section 57 above been conducting
a review of electoral arrangements on which they have
a power or duty to formulate proposals to, or submit
a report to, the Secretary of State ;

and in either case are of the opinion that they are in a position
to submit to the Secretary of State a report on the review or any
part of it or any of the recommendations, they shall submit a
report to him on the review or that part or those recommenda-
tions, together with the proposals they have formulated thereon,
or, as the case may be, a notification that they have no proposals
to put forward thereon.

{2) The Secretary of State may if he thinks fit by order give
effect to any proposals made to him by the Welsh Commission,
either as submitted to him or with modifications:

Provided that an order giving effect to any such proposals
shall not be made until after the expiry of six weeks from the
day on which those proposals were submitted to him.

(3) If in relation to any area the Secretary of State decides
to make an order under this section giving effect with modifica-
tions to proposals made to him by the Commission, he may,
if he thinks fit, direct the Commission to conduct a further
review of that area or, as the case may be, of its electoral
arrangements and to make revised proposals with respect to
that area or those arrangements within a time specified in the

direction.

(4) Any statutory instrument containing an order under this
section which alters the area of a county or district or abolishes
a county or district shall be subject to annulment in pursuance
of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

59.—(1) The Secretary of State may give the Welsh Com-
mission or the council of a district in Wales directions for their
guidance in conducting reviews under section 55, 56 or 57
above and making proposals or recommendations or considering
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substantive changes in electoral arrangements in comsequence  PaArt IV
thereof, and the directions may relate to all such reviews or to
any particular review or class of review.

(2) A direction shall not be given under subsection (1) above
with respect to all reviews, reviews of any class or a single review
of all or any class of the principal areas in Wales except after
consultation with associations appearing to the Secretary of
State to be representative of local authorities.

(3) The Secretary of State may give directions to the Welsh
Commission with respect to the order in which areas or electoral

arrangements are to be reviewed by them under any provision
of section 55 or 56 above.

Conduct of reviews

60.—(1) A Commission or district council proposing to con- Procedure
duct a review under the foregoing provisions of this Part of this for reviews.
Act shall take such steps as they think fit to secure that persons
who may be interested in the review are informed of the proposal

to conduct it and of any directions of the Secretary of State
which are relevant to it.

(2) In conducting any such review a Commission or district
council shall—

(a) consult—

(i) the council of any local government area
affected by the review, and such other local autho-
rities and public bodies as appear to them to be con-
cerned ;

(i) any bodies representative of staff employed
by local authorities who have asked the Commission
or the council, as the case may be, to be consulted ;
and

(ii1) such other persons as they think fit ;

(b) take such steps as they think fit for securing that persons
who may be interested in the review are informed of
any draft proposals or recommendations, any draft of
an order under section 50(4) or 57(4) above or any
interim decision not to make proposals or recom-
mendations or any such order and of the place or
places where those proposals or recommendations or
that order or decision can be inspected ;

(c) in particular, deposit copies of those proposals or recom-
mendations or that order or decision at the offices of
any principal council whose area may be affected
thereby and require any such council to keep the copies
available for inspection at their offices for a period
specified in the requirement ; and
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(d) take into consideration any representations made to
them within that period.

(3) In considering any recommendations made by a district
council in consequence of a review conducted by them under
this Part of this Act a Commission may consult the council of
any local government area affected by the review, such other
local authorities and public bodies as appear to them to be
concerned and such other persons as they think fit.

(4y Where a Commission propose to modify any proposals
recommended by a district council as aforesaid or not to submit
any such proposals, the Commission shall—

(@) take such steps as they think fit for securing that persons
who may be interested in any modification or decision
are informed of it and of the place or places where it
can be inspected ;

(b) deposit copies of any draft modification or the decision
at the offices of any principal counci! whose area may
be affected thereby and require any such council to
keep the copies available for inspection at their offices
for a period specified in the requirement; and

(¢) take into consideration any representations which may
be made to them with respect to any such modification
or decision within that period.

(5) Where a Commission or a district council make a report,
proposals or recommendations under this Part of this Act they
shall—

(@) take such steps as they think fit for securing that persons
who may be interested in the report, proposals or
recommendations are informed of the report, proposals
or recommendations and of the place or places where
they can be inspected ;

(b) in particular, deposit copies of the report, proposals
or recommendations at the offices of any principal
councii whose area may be affected thereby and require
any such council to keep the copies available for inspec-
tion at their offices until the expiration of six months
after the making of an order giving effect, with or
without modifications, to the proposals or recorimenda-
tions or after a notification by the Commission that
they have no proposals to put forward or, as the case
may be, by the Secretary of State that he does not pro-
pose to give effect to the proposals of the Commission.

(6) Subject to subsections (1) to (5) above, the Secretary of
State may make regulations prescribing the procedure by which
a Commission or, as the case may be, a district council are
to conduct a review under this Part of this Act or by which
a Commission are to consider recommendations of a district

council thereunder.
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(7) Subject to those subsections and to any regulations made
under subsection (6) above, the procedure of a Commission or
a district council in conducting any such review and the pro-
cedure of the Commission in considering any such recommenda-
tions shall be such as they may determine.

PArRTIV

61.—(1) A Commission or district council may cause a local Local_
inquiry to be held with respect to any review carried out by Rauiries.

them under this Part of this Act.

(2) Section 250(2), (3) and (5) below shall apply in relation to
an inquiry held under this section with the substitution for
references to a Minister of references to the Commission or
district council causing the inquiry to be held.

Border between England and Wales

43

62.—(1) The English Commission and the Welsh Commission Alterations in

may jointly review the boundary between a county in England
and a county in Wales and, with the consent of the councils
of both counties, make joint proposals to the Secretary of State

for making alterations to the boundary appearing to the Commis- counties,

sions desirable in the interests of effective and convenient local
government and for making consequential changes to the
electoral arrangements for any area in those counties.

(2) The Commissions shall before making proposals under
this section—

(@) give public notice in such manner as appears to the Com-
missions to be sufficient for informing persons likely
to be concerned that they are holding a review under
this section ;

(b) prepare draft proposals and furnish copies of them to
all public bodies appearing to the Commissions to
be affected thereby and require those bodies which are
principal councils to make copies available for inspec-
tion at their offices for a period specified in the require-
ment ; v

(c) on furnishing such copies as aforesaid give public nofice
as aforesaid that copies of the draft proposals are
available for inspection as aforesaid and that objections
to the proposals may be made to the Commissions
within a time specified in the notice ;

(d) consider any objections received by the Commissions
within that time and, if they think fit, cause a local
inquiry to be held with respect to the proposals.

(3) Section 250(2), (3) and (5) below shall apply in relation to
an inquiry held under this section with the substitution for
references to a Minister of references to the Commissions.

(4) The Secretary of State may give both the Commissions
directions for their guidance in conducting a review and making
proposals under this section.

the boundaries
between
English
and Weish
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(5) Where the Commissions have in accordance with this
section completed a review thereunder, they shall submit to the
Secretary of State a report on the review together with the pro-
posals they have formulated or, as the case may be, a notifica-
tion that they have no proposals to put forward, and section
60(5) above shall apply to the report and proposals as it applies
to any report or proposals mentioned therein.

(6) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section, the
procedure of the Commissions for conducting a review under this
section shall be such as they may determine.

(7) The Secretary of State may if he thinks fit by order give
effect to any proposals made to him under this section either
as submitted to him or with such modifications as he may agree
with the county councils concerned.

(8) No order shall be made under this section unless a draft
of the order has been laid before, and approved by a resolution
of, each House of Parliament. ,

Initial reviews

63. Schedule 9 to this Act shall have effect with respect to
the initial review of electoral arrangements for counties and
districts in England.

64. Schedule 10 to this Act shall have effect with respect tc
the review of Wales with a view to the making of changes in
the areas, councils and electoral arrangements of communities in
Wales and with respect to the initial review of electoral arrange-
ments for counties and districts in Wales.

Supplementary provisions

65.—(1) A Commission may appoint one or more members
of the Commission—

(@) to hold any local inquiry or to carry out any consulta-
tion or investigation which the Commission are required
or authorised to hold or carry out under this Act; and

(b) to report to the Commission accordingly.

(2) At the request of a Commission the Secretary of State
may appoint one or more persons as assistant commissioners
for all or any of the purposes specified in subsection (1)(a) and
{b) above.

(3) The appointment of an assistant commissioner under
subsection (2) above—

(a) shall be for such period or for such purpose or pur-
poses as may be specified in the terms of his appoint-
ment ; and
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(b) shall be on such terms and conditions as to remunera-
tion and otherwise as may be determined by the Secre-
tary of State with the approval of the Minister for the
Civil Service.
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66.—(1) The Commissions acting jointly may appoint one or Delegation of

more members of either or both of the Commissions—

functions of

Commissions

(@) to hold any local inquiry or to carry cut any consultation acting jointly.

or investigation which the Commissions, acting jointly,
are required or authorised to hold or carry out under
this Act; and

(b) to report to the Commissions accordingly.

(2) At the request of the Commissions the Secretary of State
may appoint one or more persons as assistant commissioners for
all or any of the purposes specified in subsection (1)(a) and (b)
above.

(3) The appointment of an assistant commissioner under sub-
section (2) above—

(@) shall be for such period or for such purpose or pur-
poses as may be specified in the terms of his appoint-
ment ; and

(b) shall be on such terms and conditions as to remunera-
tion and otherwise as may be determined by the Secre-
tary of State with the approval of the Minister for the
Civil Service.

67‘

application make such incidental, consequential, transitional and

or supplementary provision as may appear to him to be neces-
sary or proper for the purposes or in consequence of orders

transitional
arrangements
relating to

under this Part of this Act or for giving full effect thereto ; and Part IV.

nothing in any other provision of this Act shall be construed
as prejudicing the generality of this subsection.

(2) Regulations under this section may in particular include,
in addition to any provision made by virtue of section 255
below, provision of general application with respect to—

(@) the transfer and management or custody of property
(whether real or personal) and the transfer of rights
and liabilities ;

(b) the functions or areas of jurisdiction of any public body,
justice of the peace, stipendiary magistrate, coroner,
custos rotulorum, lord-lieutenant, lieutenant, high sheriff
and other officers (including police officers) within any
arca affected by any such order, and the costs and
expenses of such public bodies and persons as
aforesaid ;

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations of general Consequential
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(c) the transfer of legal proceedings ;

and may apply, with or without modifications, or extend,
exclude or amend, or repeal or revoke, with or without savings,
any provision of an Act, an instrument made under an Act
or a charter.

(3) A statutory instrument containing regulations under this
section shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolu-
tion of either House of Parliament.

(4) An order under this Part of this Act may include the like
provision in relation to the order as may be made by regula-
tions of general application under this section by virtue of sub-
sections (1) and (2) above ; and nothing in any other provision
of this Act shall be construed as prejudicing the generality of
this subsection.

(5) Any such order may also include provision with respect

to— ‘

(@) the name of any altered area ; ,

(b) the conmstitution and election of public bodies in any
area affected by the order;

(¢) the total number of councillors and aldermen (f any),
the apportionment of councillors among electoral areas,
the assignment of existing councillors to new or altered
electoral areas, the first election of councillors for any
new or altered electoral area, and the first election of
aldermen (f any) ;

(d) without prejudice to paragraph (c) above, the holding
of a fresh election of councillors for all electoral areas
in the local government area in question in a case
where substantial changes have been made to some of
those areas ;

(e) without prejudice to paragraph (c) above, the order of
retirement of councillors for any such electoral area ;

() in the case of an order relating to the system of election
of district councillors, the ordinary year of election and
the order of retirement of parish or community coun-
cillors for any parish or community situated in the
district ;

(g) the abolition or establishment, or the restriction or
extension, of the jurisdiction of any public body in
or over any part of the area affected by the order.

68.—(1) Any public bodies affected by the alteration, aboli-

agreements as tion or constitution of any area by an order under this Part of

to property
and finance.

this Act may from time to time make agreements with respect
to any property, income, rights, liabilities and expenses (so far as
affected by the alteration, abolition or constitution) of, and any
financial relations between, the parties to the agreement.
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(2) The agreement may provide—

(a) for the transfer or retention of any property, rights and
liabilities, with or without conditions, and for the
joint use of any property ;

(b) for the making of payments by either party to the
agreement in respect of property, rights and liabilities
so transferred or retained, or of such joint use, and in
respect of the remuneration or compensation payable
to any person ; and

(c) for the making of any such payment either by way of
a capital sum or of a terminable annuity.

(3) In default of agreement as to any matter, the matter shall
be referred to the arbitration of a single arbitrator agreed on
by the parties, or in default of agreement appointed by the
Secretary of State, and the award of the arbitrator may provide
for any matter for which an agreement under. this section might
have provided.

(4) Any sum required to be paid by a public body in pursuance
of an agreement or award under this section may be paid out
of such fund or rate as may be specified in the agreement or
award, or if no fund or rate was specified, either out of the
fund or rate from which the general expenses of the public body
gye defrayed, or out of such fund or rate as the public body may

rect.

(5) For the purposes of paying any capital sum required to
be paiddby a public body in pursuance of any such agreement
or award—

(@) a local authority may borrow without the approval of
the Secretary of State, but so that the sum borrowed
shall be repaid within such period as the authority with
the consent of the Secretary of State may determine ;

(b) any other public body having power under any enact-
ment or any instrument made under any Act to borrow
may borrow under that enactment or instrument; and

(¢) a public body having no power under any enactment
or any such instrument to borrow may be empowered
by an order made by the Secretary of State to borrow
in such manner and in accordance with such con-
ditions as may be provided by the order.

(6) Subject to subsection (7) below, capital money received
by a local authority other than a parish council, parish meeting
or community council in pursuance of an agreement or award
under this section shall be applied either—

(@) at the discretion of the local authority in one or more
of the following ways, namely,—

(i) for the purposes of a service whose cost is

borne by the housing revenue acoount or by the

county fund, the general fund of the Greater London

PArRT IV
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Council or the general rate fund, being a purpose
for which the authority have obtained the approval
of the Secretary of State or have been authorised by
a local enactment to borrow money on terms pro-
viding for repayment within a period of not less than
15 years ;

(i) in or towards the repayment of a debt incurred
by the authority for the purpose of any such service
as aforesaid, being a debt repayable within a period
of which, at the date of the application of the money,
not less than 15 years remain unexpired ;

(iii) in making, in each of not less than 15 con-
secutive financial years, payments each of equal
amount into the county fund, the general fund of
the Greater London Council or the gencral rate
fund ;

(iv) in making a payment into a capital fund
established by them under paragraph 16 of Schedule
13 to this Act; or

(b) with the approval of the Secretary of State in or towards
the repayment of a debt incurred by the authority
(other than such a debt as is mentioned in paragraph
(a)i) above) or otherwise for a purpose for which,
apart from this subsection, capital money may be
applied ;

and capital money received by any other public body in
pursuance of an agreement or award under this section shall
be applied in such manner as the Secretary of State may ap-
prove towards the discharge of any debt of the body or other-
wise for a purpose for which capital money may be applied.

(7) Capital money shall not be applied by a local authority
under subsection (6) above—

(a) in pursuance of paragraph (a)(i) thereof, for a purpose
of any undertaking of the authority, being a transport,
water, district heating, harbour, dock, pier or ferry
undertaking, or a market or civic restaurant, or

(b) in pursuance of paragraph (a)(ii) thereof, in or towards
repayment of a debt incurred for a purpose of any such
undertaking, market or restaurant, or

(c) in pursuance of paragraph (a)(iv) thereof, so as to make
the fund mentioned in that sub-paragraph exceed such
sum as the Secretary of State may from time to time
determine, either generally or in any particular case.

(8) Any agreement or award under this section which relates
to the profits of local taxation licences shall, so far as it so
relates, be carried out in accordance with regulations made by
the Secretary of State.
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(9) Subsection (8) above shall apply to— PART IV

(@ an adjustment made under section 151 of the 1933 Act,
whether as originally enacted or as applied by any
other enactment or any instrument made under any
Act; and
(b) an adjustment made under section 32 or 62 of the
Local Government Act 1888, whether as originally 1888 c. 41.
enacted or as so applied, and consequent on an altera-
tion of areas effected after 31st March 1930 ;

as it applies in relation to an agreement or award under this
section.

69.—(1) The power conferred by section 266 below to vary Variation and
and revoke orders under this Act shall, in the case of orders revocation of
under this Part of this Act, apply only in relation to any supple- Io,rc:fffvun‘ti“
mentary provision contained in any such order, and an order art 1, ete.
varying or revoking any such provision shall only be made after
compliance with subsections (2) and (3) below.

(2) The Secretary of State or district council proposing to
make any such varying or revoking order shall prepare a draft
of the order, shall send copies of the draft to such local or
public authorities as appear to him or them to be concerned, and
shall give public notice, in such manner as appears to him
or them sufficient for informing persons likely to be concerned,
that the draft has been prepared, that a copy of the draft is
available for inspection at a place specified in the notice and that
representations with respect to the draft may be made to him or
them within two months of the publication of the notice.

(3) The Secretary of State or district council shall consider any
representations duly made with respect to the draft and may,
if he or they think fit, make an order either in the form of the
draft or subject to modifications.

(4) The Secretary of State or a district council may cause a
local inquiry to be held with respect to the draft and section
250(2), (3) and (5) below shall apply in relation to an inquiry
held under this subsection by a district council with the sub-
stitution for references to a Minister of references to the council.

(5) Any supplementary provision contained in an order made
by a Minister of the Crown under any of the following enact-
ments (being enactments making provision corresponding to
some or all of the foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act),
that is to say—

ia) section 46 of the Local Government Act 1929 ; 1929 ¢. 17.
(&) Part VI of the 1933 Act;
(o) Part IT of the Local Government Act 1958 ; 1958 c. 55.
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(d) section 6 of the 1963 Act;

(e) any enactment repealed by the 1933 Act and correspond-
ing to any enactment in the said Part VI ;

may be varied or revoked by an order made by the Secretary
of State, and subsections (2) to (4) above shall apply in relation
to any such order as they apply in relation to orders varying
or revoking orders under this Part of this Act.

(6) Any supplementary provision contained in an order made
under any of the enactments mentioned in subsection (5) above
by a county council may be varied or revoked in relation to any
new district to which or part of which that provision relates by
an order made by the council of the district, and subsections (2)
to (4) above shall apply with all necessary modifications in
relation to any such order as they apply in relation to orders
varying or revoking orders under this Part of this Act.

(7) In this section “ supplementary provision >’ means any such
provision as could be made by an order under this Part of this
Act by virtue of section 67 above or section 255 below.

Miscellaneous

79. No local authority shall have power to promote a Bill
for forming or abolishing any local government area or for
altering, or altering the status or electoral arrangements of, any
local government area.

71.—(1) A Commission may at any time review so much of
the boundary of any county as lies below the high-water mark
of medium tides and does not form a common boundary with
another county and may make proposals to the Secretary of
State for making alterations to any part of the boundary so as to
include in the county any area of the sea which at the date of the
proposals is not, in whole or in part, comprised in any other
county or to exclude from the county any area of the sea which
at that date is comprised in the county.

(2) The Secretary of State may direct a Commission to conduct
a review under this section of a particular boundary or not
to undertake during a specified period such a review of a
particular boundary, and may give a Commission directions for
their guidance in conducting a review and making proposals
under this section.

(3) Subsections (1), (2), (5), (6) and (7) of section 60 above
shall apply in relation to a review under this section as they
apply in relation to a review under the provisions of this Part
of this Act which precede that section.
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(4) The Secretary of State may if he thinks fit by order give
effect to any proposals made to him under this section, either as
submitted to him or with modifications.

(5) A statutory instrument containing an order under this
section shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolu-
tion of either House of Parliament.

PArRT IV

72.—(1) Subject to subsection (3) below, every accretion Accretions
from the sea, whether natural or artificial, and any part of the from the sea,

sea-shore to the low water-mark, which does not immediately
before the passing of this Act form part of a parish shall be
annexed to and incorporated with—

(@) in England, the parish or parishes which the accretion
or part of the sea-shore adjoins, and

(b) in Wales, the community or communities which the
accretion or part of the sea-shore adjoins,

in proportion to the extent of the common boundary.

(2) Every accretion from the sea or part of the sea-shore
which is annexed to and incorporated with a parish or com-
munity under this section shall be annexed to and incorporated
with the district and county in which that parish or community
is situated.

(3) In England, in so far as the whole or part of any such
accretion from the sea or part of the sea-shore as is mentioned
in subsection (1) above does not adjoin a parish, it shall be
annexed to and incorporated with the district which it adjoins
or, if it adjoins more than one district, with those districts in
proportion to the extent of the common boundary; and every
such accretion or part of the sea-shore which is annexed to and
incorporated with a district under this section shall be annexed
to anddincorporated with the county in which that district is
situated.

73.—(1) Where, in the exercise of any power conferred by Alteration
the Land Drainage Act 1930 or any other enactment, a water- of local
course forming a boundary line between two or more areas Poundaries

of local government is straightened, widened or otherwise al