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Maintenance Orders (Reciprocal
Enforcement) Act 1972

1972 CHAPTER 18

PART I

RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS
MADE IN UNITED KINGDOM OR RECIPROCATING COUNTRY

Supplemental
17 Proceedings in [*'the family court in England and Wales or in magistrates’
courts in Northern Ireland]
)
By
)

[*(5A) Where the respondent to an application for the variation or revocation of—

(a) a maintenance order made by [**the family court], being an order to which
section 5 of this Act applies; or
(b) aregistered order which is registered in ["*the family court],
is residing in a reciprocating country, [**the family court] shall have jurisdiction to hear
the application (where it would not have such jurisdiction apart from this subsection) if
it would have had jurisdiction to hear it had the respondent been ["habitually resident]
in England and Wales.]

[F*(6) Where the respondent to an application for the variation or revocation of—

(a) amaintenance order made by a magistrates’ court in Northern Ireland, being
an order to which section 5 of this Act applies; or

(b) aregistered order which is registered in such a court,
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is residing in a reciprocating country, a magistrates’ court in Northern Ireland shall
have jurisdiction to hear the application (where it would not have jurisdiction apart
from this subsection) if it would have had jurisdiction to hear it had the respondent
been [habitually resident] in Northern Ireland.]

Where the ["*respondent] to [*"'an application] for the variation or revocation—
(a) of amaintenance order made by [*"*the family court in England and Wales or
a magistrates' court in Northern Ireland], being an order to which section 5
of this Act applies; or
(b) of aregistered order registered in [*'*the family court in England and Wales
or a magistrates' court in Northern Ireland],

does not appear at the time and place appointed for the hearing of [*"'the application],
but the court is satisfied that the [*"*respondent] is residing in a reciprocating country,
the court may proceed to hear and determine [*"'the application] at the time and
place appointed for the hearing or for any adjourned hearing in like manner as if the
["’respondent] had appeared at that time and place.

In the application of this section to Northern Ireland, in subsection (7)—
(a) for the word “respondent”, in each place where it occurs, there shall be
substituted “defendant”; and
(b) for the words “an application” and “the application”, in each place where
they occur, there shall be substituted “a complaint” and “the complaint”
respectively.]
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Ss. 8-21 applied (19.6.2008) by The Reciprocal Enforcement of Maintenance Orders (Designation of
Reciprocating Countries) Order 2008 (S.1. 2008/1202), arts. 1, 4(5)

S. 17 applied (19.6.2008) by The Reciprocal Enforcement of Maintenance Orders (Designation of
Reciprocating Countries) Order 2008 (S.1. 2008/1202), arts. 1, 4(3)
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