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Immigration Act 1971
1971 CHAPTER 77

PART I

REGULATION OF ENTRY INTO AND STAY IN UNITED KINGDOM

2 Statement of right of abode, and related amendments as to citizenship by
registration

(1) A person is under this Act to have the right of abode in the United Kingdom if—
(a) he is a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies who has that citizenship by

his birth, adoption, naturalisation or (except as mentioned below) registration
in the United Kingdom or in any of the Islands; or

(b) he is a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies born to or legally adopted
by a parent who had that citizenship at the time of the birth or adoption, and
the parent either—

(i) then had that citizenship by his birth, adoption, naturalisation or
(except as mentioned below) registration in the United Kingdom or
in any of the Islands; or

(ii) had been born to or legally adopted by a parent who at the time of
that birth or adoption so had it; or

(c) he is a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies who has at any time been
settled in the United Kingdom and Islands and had at that time (and while
such a citizen) been ordinarily resident there for the last five years or more ; or

(d) he is a Commonwealth citizen born to or legally adopted by a parent who at
the time of the birth or adoption had citizenship of the United Kingdom and
Colonies by his birth in the United Kingdom or in any of the Islands.

(2) A woman is under this Act also to have the right of abode in the United Kingdom if
she is a Commonwealth citizen and either—

(a) is the wife of any such citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies as is
mentioned in subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) above or any such Commonwealth
citizen as is mentioned in subsection (1)(d); or

(b) has at any time been the wife—
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(i) of a person then being such a citizen of the United Kingdom and
Colonies or Commonwealth citizen; or

(ii) of a British subject who but for his death would on the date of
commencement of the British Nationality Act 1948 have been such
a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies as is mentioned in
subsection (1)(a) or (b);

but in subsection (1)(a) and (b) above references to registration as a citizen of the
United Kingdom and Colonies shall not, in the case of a woman, include registration
after the passing of this Act under or by virtue of section 6(2) (wives) of the British
Nationality Act 1948 unless she is so registered by virtue of her marriage to a citizen
of the United Kingdom and Colonies before the passing of this Act.

(3) In relation to the parent of a child born after the parent's death, references in
subsection (1) above to the time of the child's birth shall be replaced by references to
the time of the parent's death; and for purposes of that subsection—

(a) " parent" includes the mother of an illegitimate child; and
(b) references to birth in the United Kingdom shall include birth on a ship or

aircraft registered in the United Kingdom, or on an unregistered ship or aircraft
of the Government of the United Kingdom, and similarly with references to
birth in any of the Islands; and

(c) references to citizenship of the United Kingdom and Colonies shall, in relation
to a time before the year 1949, be construed as references to British nationality
and, in relation to British nationality and to a time before the 31st March 1922,
"the United Kingdom" shall mean Great Britain and Ireland ; and

(d) subject to section 8(5) below, references to a person being settled in the United
Kingdom and Islands are references to his being ordinarily resident there
without being subject under the immigration laws to any restriction on the
period for which he may remain.

(4) In subsection (1) above, any reference to registration in the United Kingdom shall
extend also to registration under arrangements made by virtue of section 8(2) of the
British Nationality Act 1948 (registration in independent Commonwealth country by
United Kingdom High Commissioner), but, in the case of a registration by virtue of
section 7 (children) of that Act, only if the registration was effected before the passing
of this Act.

(5) The law with respect to registration as a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies
shall be modified as provided by Schedule 1 to this Act.

(6) In the following provisions of this Act the word " patrial " is used of persons having
the right of abode in the United Kingdom.


