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Fire Precautions Act 1971 (repealed)
1971 CHAPTER 40

Fire certificates

5 Application for, and issue of, fire certificate.

(1) An application for a fire certificate with respect to any premises must be made to the
[F1fire authority [F1fire and rescue authority]] in the prescribed form and—

(a) must specify the particular use or uses of the premises which it is desired to
have covered by the certificate; and

(b) must give such information as may be prescribed about the premises and any
prescribed matter connected with them; and

(c) if the premises consist of part of a building, must, in so far as it is available
to the applicant, give such information as may be prescribed about the rest of
the building and any prescribed matter connected with it.

(2) On receipt of an application for a fire certificate with respect to any premises the [F2fire
authority [F2fire and rescue authority]][F3shall notify the applicant of his duties under
subsection (2A) below and] may require the applicant within such time as they may
specify—

(a) to furnish them with such plans of the premises as they may specify; and
(b) if the premises consist of part of a building, to furnish them, in so far as it is

possible for him to do so, with such plans of such other part or parts of the
building as they may specify;

and if the applicant fails to furnish the required plans within that time or such
further time as the authority may allow, the application shall be deemed to have been
withdrawn at the end of that time or further time, as the case may be.

[F4(2A) Where an application is made for a fire certificate with respect to any premises it is
the duty of the occupier to secure that, when the application is made and pending its
disposal—

(a) the means of escape in case of fire with which the premises are provided can
be safely and effectively used at all material times;

(b) the means for fighting fire with which the premises are provided are
maintained in efficient working order; and
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(c) any person employed to work in the premises receives instruction or training
in what to do in case of fire.]

(3) Where an application for a fire certificate with respect to any premises has been duly
made and all such plans (if any) as are required to be furnished under subsection (2)
above in connection with it have been duly furnished, it shall be the duty of the [F5fire
authority [F5fire and rescue authority]][F6to consider whether or not, in the case of
premises which qualify for exemption under section 5A of this Act, to grant exemption
and, if they do not grant it, it shall be their duty] to cause to be carried out an inspection
of the relevant building (including any part of it which consists of premises to which
any exemption conferred by or under this Act applies), and if the [F5fire authority
[F5fire and rescue authority]] are satisfied as regards any use of the premises which is
specified in the application that—

(a) the means of escape in case of fire with which the premises are provided; and
(b) the means (other than means for fighting fire) with which the relevant building

is provided for securing that the means of escape with which the premises are
provided can be safely and effectively used at all material times; and

(c) the means for fighting fire (whether in the premises or affecting the means of
escape) with which the relevant building is provided [F7. . .]; and

(d) the means with which the relevant building is provided for giving to persons
in the premises warning in case of fire,

are such as may reasonably be required in the circumstances of the case in connection
with that use of the premises, the authority shall issue a certificate covering that use.

(4) Where the [F8fire authority [F8fire and rescue authority]], after causing to be carried out
under subsection (3) above an inspection of the relevant building, are, as regards any
use of the premises specified in the application, not satisfied that the means mentioned
in that subsection are such as may reasonably be required in the circumstances of the
case in connection with that use, they shall by notice served on the applicant—

(a) inform him of that fact and of the steps which would have to be taken
(whether by way of making alterations to any part of the relevant building or
of otherwise providing that building or, as the case may be, the premises with
any of those means) to satisfy them as aforesaid as regards that use; and

(b) notify him that they will not issue a fire certificate covering that use unless
those steps are taken (whether by the applicant or otherwise) within a specified
time;

and if at the end of that time or such further time as may be allowed by the authority
or by any order made by a court on, or in proceedings arising out of, an appeal under
section 9 of this Act against the notice, a certificate covering that use has not been
issued, it shall be deemed to have been refused.

[F9(5) In this Act, “ escape ”, in relation to premises, means escape from them to some place
of safety beyond the building which constitutes or comprises the premises and any area
enclosed by it or enclosed with it; and according, for the purposes of any provision
of this Act relating to means of escape, consideration may be given to, and conditions
or requirements imposed as respects, any place or thing by means of which a person
escapes from premises to a place of safety. ]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 5(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 11.10.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(d); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F2 Words in s. 5(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 11.10.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(d); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F3 Words inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 8(2)(a)
F4 S. 5(2A) inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 8(2)(b)
F5 Words in s. 5(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 11.10.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(d); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F6 Words inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 1(3), 50(2)
F7 Words in s. 5(3)(c) repealed (1.8.1993) by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27,

SIF 50), ss. 15, 49(1), Sch. 4; S.I. 1993/1411, art. 2, Sch. Appendix
F8 Words in s. 5(4) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 11.10.2004 for W.) by Fire and

Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(d); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.2004/2917,
art. 2

F9 S. 5(5) added by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 4(2)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 5 amended by Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (c. 37), Sch. 8 para. 3
C2 S. 5: Functions of local authority not to be responsibility of an executive of the authority (E.)

(16.11.2000) by virtue of S.I. 2000/2853, reg. 2(1), Sch. 1 Table B28

[F105A Powers for fire authority to grant exemption in particular cases.

(1) A [F11fire authority [F11fire and rescue authority]] may, if they think fit as regards any
premises which appear to them to be premises qualifying for exemption under this
section as respects any particular use, grant exemption from the requirement to have
a fire certificate covering that use.

(2) Exemption under this section for any premises as respects any use of them may be
granted by the [F12fire authority [F12fire and rescue authority]], with or without the
making of an application for the purpose,—

(a) on the making of an application for a fire certificate with respect to the
premises covering that use; or

(b) at any time during the currency of a fire certificate with respect to the premises
which covers that use.

(3) In deciding whether or not to grant exemption under this section for any premises
the [F13fire authority [F13fire and rescue authority]] shall have regard to all the
circumstances of the case and in particular to the degree of seriousness of the risk in
case of fire to persons in the premises.

(4) For the purpose of making that decision the [F14fire authority [F14fire and rescue
authority]] may—

(a) require the applicant or, as the case may be, the occupier of the premises
to give such information as they require about the premises and any matter
connected with them; and

(b) cause to be carried out an inspection of the relevant building.
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(5) The [F15fire authority [F15fire and rescue authority]] shall not grant exemption under
this section for any premises without causing an inspection to be carried out under
subsection (4) above unless they have caused the premises to be inspected (under that
or any other power) within the preceding twelve months.

(6) The effect of the grant of exemption under this section as respects any particular use
of premises is that, during the currency of the exemption, no fire certificate in respect
of the premises is required to cover that use and accordingly—

(a) where the grant is made on an application for a fire certificate, the grant
disposes of the application or of so much of it as relates to that use; and

(b) where the grant is made during the currency of a fire certificate, the certificate
shall wholly or as respects that use cease to have effect.

(7) On granting an exemption under this section, the [F16fire authority [F16fire and rescue
authority]] shall, by notice to the applicant for the fire certificate or the occupier of
the premises, as the case may be, inform him that they have granted exemption as
respects the particular use or uses of the premises specified in the notice and of the
effect of the grant.

(8) A notice of the grant of exemption for any premises as respects a particular use of them
may include a statement specifying the greatest number of persons of a description
specified in the statement for the purposes of that use who, in the opinion of the [F17fire
authority [F17fire and rescue authority]], can safely be in the premises at any one time.

(9) Where a notice of the grant of exemption for any premises includes a statement under
subsection (8) above, the [F18fire authority [F18fire and rescue authority]] may, by notice
served on the occupier of the premises, direct that, as from a date specified in the
notice, the statement—

(a) is cancelled; or
(b) is to have effect as varied by the notice;

and, on such a variation the statement shall be treated, so long as the variation remains
in force, as if the variation were specified in it.]

Textual Amendments
F10 Ss. 5A and 5B inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 1(4),

50(2)
F11 Words in s. 5A(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F12 Words in s. 5A(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F13 Words in s. 5A(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F14 Words in s. 5A(4) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F15 Words in s. 5A(5) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2
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F16 Words in s. 5A(7) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F17 Words in s. 5A(8) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F18 Words in s. 5A(9) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(e); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

[F195B Withdrawal of exemptions under s. 5A.

(1) A [F20fire authority [F20fire and rescue authority]] who have granted an exemption
under section 5A of this Act from the requirement to have a fire certificate covering
any particular use of premises may, if they think fit, at any time, withdraw the
exemption in accordance with subsections (2) to (4) below.

(2) In deciding whether or not to withdraw an exemption they have granted the [F21fire
authority [F21fire and rescue authority]] shall have regard to all the circumstances of
the case and in particular to the degree of seriousness of the risk in case of fire to
persons in the premises.

(3) The [F22fire authority [F22fire and rescue authority]] may withdraw an exemption they
have granted as respects any particular use of premises without exercising any of the
powers of inspection or inquiry conferred by section 19 of this Act but they shall not
withdraw the exemption without first giving notice to the occupier of the premises
that they propose to withdraw it and the reasons for the proposal and giving him an
opportunity of making representations on the matter.

(4) An exemption shall be withdrawn by serving a notice on the occupier of the premises
to which the exemption relates stating that the exemption will cease to have effect as
respects the particular use or uses of the premises specified in the notice on such date
as is so specified, being a date not earlier than the end of the period of fourteen days
beginning with the date on which service of the notice is effected.

(5) If premises cease to qualify for exemption under section 5A of this Act a [F23fire
authority [F23fire and rescue authority]] who have granted an exemption under that
section shall notify the occupier of the premises of the fact and date of the cessation
of the exemption.]

Textual Amendments
F19 Ss. 5A and 5B inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 1(4),

50(2)
F20 Words in s. 5B(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(f); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F21 Words in s. 5B(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(f); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F22 Words in s. 5B(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(f); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2
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F23 Words in s. 5B(5) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(f); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

6 Contents of fire certificate.

(1) Every fire certificate issued with respect to any premises shall specify—
(a) the particular use or uses of the premises which the certificate covers; and
(b) the means of escape in case of fire with which the premises are provided; and
(c) the means (other than means for fighting fire) with which the relevant building

is provided for securing that the means of escape with which the premises are
provided can be safely and effectively used at all material times; and

(d) the type, number and location of the means for fighting fire (whether in the
premises or affecting the means of escape) with which the relevant building
is provided F24. . .; and

(e) the type, number and location of the means with which the relevant building
is provided for giving to persons in the premises warning in case of fire,

and may, where appropriate, do so by means of or by reference to a plan.

(2) A fire certificate issued with respect to any premises may impose such requirements
as the [F25fire authority [F25fire and rescue authority]] consider appropriate in the
circumstances—

(a) for securing that the means of escape in case of fire with which the premises
are provided are properly maintained and kept free from obstruction;

(b) for securing that the means with which the relevant building is provided as
mentioned in subsection (1)(c) to (e) above are properly maintained;

(c) for securing that persons employed to work in the premises receive
appropriate instruction or training in what to do in case of fire, and that records
are kept of instruction or training given for that purpose;

(d) for limiting the number of persons who may be in the premises at any one
time; and

(e) as to other precautions to be observed in the relevant building in relation to
the risk, in case of fire, to persons in the premises.

(3) Any requirements imposed by virtue of subsection (2) above by a fire certificate issued
with respect to any premises—

(a) may, in so far as they apply to the premises, be framed either so as to apply to
the whole of the premises or so as to apply to one or more parts of them; and

(b) where the premises do not constitute the whole of the relevant building, may
(where appropriate) be framed either so as to apply to the whole of the rest of
that building or so as to apply to one or more parts of the rest of it,

and different requirements may, in either case, be imposed in relation to different parts;
and a fire certificate covering more than one use of the premises to which it relates
may by virtue of subsection (2) above impose different requirements in relation to
different uses of the premises or of any part of the premises.

(4) For the purposes of this Act a fire certificate issued with respect to any premises shall
be treated as requiring every matter specified in the certificate in accordance with
subsection (1)(b), (c), (d) or (e) above to be kept in accordance with its specification in
the certificate; and references in this Act to requirements imposed by a fire certificate
shall be construed accordingly.
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(5) In so far as a requirement imposed by a fire certificate issued with respect to any
premises requires anything to be done or not to be done to or in relation to any part
of the relevant building, the person responsible for any contravention thereof shall
(subject to any provision included in the certificate in pursuance of this subsection) be
the occupier of that part; but if as regards any such requirement, in so far as it requires
anything to be done or not to be done to or in relation to any part of the relevant
building, the [F26fire authority [F26fire and rescue authority]] consider it appropriate in
the circumstances to provide that some other person or persons shall be responsible
for any contravention thereof instead of, or in addition to, the occupier of that part,
they may so provide in the certificate and, if the certificate covers more than one use
of the premises, may in pursuance of this subsection make different provision therein
in relation to different uses of the premises.

(6) Subject to subsection (7) below, a [F27fire authority [F27fire and rescue authority]]—
(a) shall not issue a fire certificate which would have the effect of making a person

responsible under or by virtue of subsection (5) above for contraventions of
a requirement imposed by the certificate, or make in a fire certificate any
amendment which would have that effect, unless (in either case) they have
previously consulted the person in question about his proposed responsibility
for contraventions of the requirement; and

(b) shall not amend a fire certificate so as to vary any requirement imposed
by it, in a case where any person already responsible under or by virtue of
subsection (5) above for contraventions of that requirement is to continue to
be so responsible when the variation takes effect, unless they have previously
consulted that person about the proposed variation;

but, without prejudice to any right of appeal conferred by section 9 of this Act, a
fire certificate shall not be invalidated by any failure of the [F27fire authority [F27fire
and rescue authority]] by whom it is issued to comply with the requirements of this
subsection.

(7) Where a [F28fire authority [F28fire and rescue authority]] propose to issue a new fire
certificate with respect to any premises as an alternative to amending an existing
fire certificate, and the new certificate would have the effect of reimposing without
variation a requirement imposed by the existing certificate and of making any person
who is responsible under or by virtue of subsection (5) above for contraventions of
the existing requirement continue to be so responsible for contraventions of it as
reimposed, the authority shall not be required under subsection (6) above to consult
that person by reason only of that fact.

(8) A fire certificate issued with respect to any premises other than premises in relation
to which a notice under section 3 of this Act is in force shall be sent to the occupier of
the premises and shall be kept in the premises so long as it is in force.

(9) A fire certificate issued with respect to any premises in relation to which a notice under
section 3 of this Act is in force shall be sent to the notified person and, if that person is
not the occupier of the premises, a copy of the certificate shall be sent to the occupier
of the premises; and so long as the certificate is in force—

(a) the certificate shall be kept in the relevant building; and
(b) where a copy of the certificate is by this subsection required to be sent to the

occupier of the premises, the copy shall be kept in the premises.
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Textual Amendments
F24 Words in s. 6(1)(d) repealed (1.8.1993) by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27,

SIF 50), ss. 1(3), 49, Sch. 4; S.I. 1993/1411, art. 2, Sch.Appendix
F25 Words in s. 6(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(g); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F26 Words in s. 6(5) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(g); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F27 Words in s. 6(6) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(g); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F28 Words in s. 6(7) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(g); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

7 Offences in relation to foregoing provisions.

(1) Subject to subsection (3) below and section 9(3) of this Act, if any premises are at any
time put to a designated use, being premises such that, where they are put to that use,
a fire certificate is by virtue of section 1 of this Act required in respect of them, then,
if no fire certificate covering that use is at that time in force in respect of the premises,
the occupier of the premises shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below and section 9(3) of this Act, if any premises are used
as a dwelling at any time while section 3 of this Act applies to them and a notice under
that section relating to them is in force, then, if no fire certificate covering that use is at
that time in force in respect of the premises, the notified person shall, unless he proves
that at that time he no longer occupied the specified position, be guilty of an offence.

(3) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under subsection (1) or (2) above by reason
of any premises being put to a designated use or used as a dwelling at a time after an
application for a fire certificate with respect to them covering that use has been duly
made and before the certificate is granted or refused.

[F29(3A) If, pending the disposal of an application for a fire certificate with respect to any
premises, the premises are put to a designated use, then, if any requirement imposed
by section 5(2A) of this Ac tis contravened by reason of anything done or not done
to or in relation to any part of the relevant building, the occupier shall be guilty of
an offence.]

(4) Subject to section 9(4) and (5) of this Act, if, while a fire certificate is in force in
respect of any premises, any requirement imposed thereby is contravened by reason
of anything done or not done to or in relation to any part of the relevant building,
every person who under or by virtue of section 6(5) of this Act is responsible for that
contravention shall be guilty of an offence:

Provided that a person [F30other than the occupier of the premises] shall not be
convicted of an offence under this subsection unless it is proved that his responsibility
for contraventions of the requirement in question had been made known to him before
the occurrence of the contravention in respect of which he is charged.
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(5) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (1), (2) or (4) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding £400;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine or to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years, or both.

[F31(5A) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (3A) above shall be liable, on summary
conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.]

(6) In the event of a contravention of subsection (8) of section 6 of this Act in the case
of a fire certificate required by that subsection to be kept in any premises or of a
contravention of subsection (9) of that section in the case of a copy of a fire certificate
required by subsection (9)(b) of that section to be kept in any premises, the occupier
of the premises shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding [F32level 3 on the standard scale].

(7) If, while there is in force a notice under section 3 of this Act relating to any premises,
there occurs a contravention of subsection (9) of section 6 of this Act in the case of
a fire certificate issued with respect to those premises and required by paragraph (a)
of that subsection to be kept in the relevant building, the notified person shall, unless
he proves that at the material time he no longer occupied the specified position, be
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [F32level
3 on the standard scale].

Textual Amendments
F29 S. 7(3A) inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 8(3)
F30 Words inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 14
F31 S. 7(5A) inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 8(4)
F32 Words substituted by virtue of (E.W.) Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), ss. 38, 46 and (S.)

Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:1), ss. 289F, 289G

8 Change of conditions affecting adequacy of certain matters specified in fire
certificate, etc.

(1) So long as a fire certificate is in force with respect to any premises, the [F33fire
authority [F33fire and rescue authority]] may cause any part of the relevant building
to be inspected at any reasonable time for the purpose of ascertaining whether there
has been a change of conditions by reason of which any of the matters mentioned
in section 6(1)(b) to (e) of this Act have become inadequate in relation to any use
of the premises covered by the certificate; but where a building or part of a building
is used as a dwelling or consists of premises of any other description prescribed for
the purposes of this subsection, an inspection of the building or, as the case may be,
of such a part shall not be made under this subsection as of right unless twenty-four
hours’ notice has been given to the occupier of the building or, as the case may be,
of the part in question.

For the purposes of this subsection a description of premises may be framed in any of
the ways mentioned in section 1(4) of this Act.

(2) If, while a fire certificate is in force with respect to any premises—
(a) it is proposed to make a material extension of, or material structural alteration

to, the premises; or
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(b) it is proposed to make a material alteration in the internal arrangement of
the premises or in the furniture or equipment with which the premises are
provided; or

(c) the occupier of the premises proposes to begin to keep explosive or highly
flammable materials of any prescribed kind anywhere under, in or on the
relevant building in a quantity or aggregate quantity greater than the quantity
prescribed for the purposes of this paragraph as the maximum in relation to
materials of that kind,

the occupier shall, before the carrying out of the proposals is begun, give notice of the
proposals to the [F34fire authority [F34fire and rescue authority]]; and if the carrying out
of the proposals is begun without such notice having been given, the occupier shall
be guilty of an offence.

(3) If, while a fire certificate is in force with respect to any premises not constituting
the whole of the relevant building, any person who as occupier of any other part of
that building is under section 6(5) of this Act responsible for contraventions of any
requirement imposed by the certificate proposes to begin to keep explosive or highly
flammable materials of any prescribed kind anywhere under, in or on that building in
a quantity or aggregate quantity greater than the quantity prescribed for the purposes
of this subsection as the maximum in relation to materials of that kind, that person
shall, before the carrying out of the proposals is begun, give notice of the proposals
to the [F35fire authority [F35fire and rescue authority]]; and if the carrying out of the
proposals is begun without such notice having been given, that person shall be guilty
of an offence.

(4) If the [F36fire authority [F36fire and rescue authority]] are satisfied, as regards any
premises with respect to which a notice under subsection (2) above has been given to
them, that the carrying out of the proposals notified would result in any of the matters
mentioned in section 6(1)(b) to (e) of this Act becoming inadequate in relation to any
use of the premises covered by the relevant fire certificate, they may by notice served
on the occupier within two months from the receipt of the notice under subsection (2)
—

(a) inform the occupier of the steps which would have to be taken in relation to
the relevant building (whether by way of making alterations to any part of
the relevant building or otherwise) to prevent the matters in question from
becoming in their opinion inadequate in relation to that use in the event of the
proposals being carried out; and

(b) give him such directions as the [F36fire authority [F36fire and rescue authority]]
consider appropriate for securing, as regards any of the proposals which may
be specified in the directions, that that proposal, or any stage of it which
may be so specified, is not carried out until such of those steps as may be so
specified in relation to that proposal or stage have been taken (whether by him
or otherwise);

and if those steps are duly taken in connection with the carrying out of the proposals,
the [F36fire authority [F36fire and rescue authority]] shall amend the fire certificate or
issue a new one.

(5) If the [F37fire authority [F37fire and rescue authority]] are satisfied (whether as a result
of an inspection made under subsection (1) above or otherwise) that, as regards
any premises with respect to which a fire certificate is in force, any of the matters
mentioned in section 6(1)(b) to (e) of this Act has, in consequence of a change of
conditions, become inadequate in relation to any use of the premises covered by the
certificate, they may by notice served on the occupier—
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(a) inform him of that fact and of the steps which would have to be taken in
relation to the relevant building (whether by way of making alterations to
any part of the relevant building or otherwise) to make the matter in question
adequate in their opinion in relation to that use; and

(b) notify him that if those steps are not taken (whether by him or otherwise)
within such period as may be specified in the notice, the fire certificate may
be cancelled;

and if those steps are duly taken, the [F37fire authority [F37fire and rescue authority]]
shall, if necessary, amend the fire certificate or issue a new one.

(6) If the [F38fire authority [F38fire and rescue authority]] consider (whether as a result
of an inspection made under subsection (1) above or otherwise) that, as regards any
premises with respect to which a fire certificate is in force, it would, in consequence
of a change of conditions or of the coming into force of any regulations made under
section 12 of this Act, be appropriate to amend the certificate for any of the following
purposes, that is to say—

(a) to vary or revoke any requirement which the certificate imposes by virtue of
section 6(2) of this Act; or

(b) to add to the requirements which the certificate so imposes; or
(c) to alter the effect of the certificate as to the person or persons responsible under

or by virtue of section 6(5) of this Act for contraventions of any requirement
imposed (whether by virtue of section 6(2) or otherwise) by the certificate,

the authority may, subject to section 6(6) of this Act, make such amendments in
the certificate as they think appropriate for that purpose or issue a new certificate
embodying those amendments.

(7) If any person contravenes a direction given to him in pursuance of subsection (4)(b)
above, he shall be guilty of an offence; and the [F39fire authority [F39fire and rescue
authority]] may cancel the fire certificate issued with respect to any premises if they
are satisfied that there has been such a contravention as aforesaid by the occupier,
whether or not proceedings are brought in respect of the contravention.

(8) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (2), (3) or (7) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding £400;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine or to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years, or both.

(9) Where a notice has been served under subsection (5) above in connection with any
premises and the steps mentioned in it in accordance with paragraph (a) of that
subsection are not taken within the period specified in the notice in accordance with
paragraph (b) of that subsection or such longer period as may be allowed by the [F40fire
authority [F40fire and rescue authority]] or by any order made by a court on, or in
proceedings arising out of, an appeal under section 9 of this Act against the notice,
the [F40fire authority [F40fire and rescue authority]] may cancel the fire certificate in
force with respect to the premises or, if it covers two or more uses of the premises,
may either cancel it or amend it so as to remove from those uses one or more of them
(and in that case may make in it all such amendments as they think appropriate in
connection with the removal of the use or uses in question).

(10) Where there is in force a notice under section 3 of this Act relating to any premises,
the foregoing provisions of this section shall apply to them subject to the following
modifications, that is to say—
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(a) in subsection (2), the first reference to the occupier shall be read as a reference
to the occupier or the notified person, the second reference to the occupier
shall be read as a reference to the occupier or the notified person, as the case
may be, and the third reference to the occupier shall be read as a reference to
the person required by that subsection to give notice of the proposals;

(b) in subsections (4) and (7), references to the occupier shall, if the notice under
subsection (2) was given by the notified person, be read as references to that
person; and

(c) in subsection (5), references to the occupier shall be read as references to the
notified person.

(11) Where the [F41fire authority [F41fire and rescue authority]] are satisfied, as regards any
premises with respect to which a notice under subsection (2) above has been given
to them, that the carrying out of the proposals notified would not result in any of the
matters mentioned in section 6(1)(b) to (e) of this Act becoming inadequate, they shall,
on production of the fire certificate in force with respect to the premises, cause to be
attached to it a copy of the notice together with a written statement that they are so
satisfied.

(12) Where in pursuance of this section the [F42fire authority [F42fire and rescue authority]]
amend a fire certificate of which by virtue of section 6(9) of this Act a copy is required
to be kept in the premises to which the certificate relates, they shall cause the copy
to be similarly amended; and where in pursuance of subsection (11) above the [F42fire
authority [F42fire and rescue authority]] cause any document to be attached to such a
fire certificate, they shall cause the like document to be attached to the copy of the
certificate required to be kept in the premises to which the certificate relates.

Textual Amendments
F33 Words in s. 8(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F34 Words in s. 8(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F35 Words in s. 8(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F36 Words in s. 8(4) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F37 Words in s. 8(5) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F38 Words in s. 8(6) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F39 Words in s. 8(7) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F40 Words in s. 8(9) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2
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F41 Words in s. 8(11) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F42 Words in s. 8(12) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(h); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

[F438A Changes of conditions affecting premises for which exemption has been granted.

(1) If, during the currency of an exemption granted under section 5A of this Act for any
premises, it is intended to carry out in relation to those premises any proposals to
which this section applies, the occupier shall, before the carrying out of the proposals
is begun, give notice of the proposals to the [F44fire authority [F44fire and rescue
authority]]; and if the carrying out of the proposals is begun without such notice having
been given, the occupier shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) This section applies to the following proposals, namely, any proposal—
(a) to make—

(i) an extension of, or structural alteration to, the premises which would
affect the means of escape from the premises; or

(ii) an alteration in the internal arrangrement of the premises, or in the
furniture or equipment with which the premises are provided, which
would affect the means of escape from the premises; or

(b) on the part of the occupier, to begin to keep explosive or highly flammable
materials of any prescribed kind anywhere under, in or on the building which
constitutes or comprises the premises in a quantity or aggregate quantity
greater than the quantity prescribed for the purposes of this paragraph as the
maximum in relation to materials of that kind; or

(c) in a case where the notice of exemption under section 5A of this Act includes
a statement under subsection (8) of that section, to make such a use of the
premises as will involve there being in the premises at any one time a greater
number of persons in relation to whom the statement applies than is specified
or treated as specified in the statement.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (1) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine or to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years, or both.]

Textual Amendments
F43 S. 8A inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 2(1), 50(2)
F44 Words in s. 8A(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by

Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(i); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2,
S.I.2004/2917, art. 2

[F458B Charges for issue or amendment of fire certicicates.

(1) Where a [F46fire authority [F46fire and rescue authority]]—
(a) issue a fire certificate under section 5 of this Act, or
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(b) except in a case falling within subsection (2) below, amend a fire certificate
or, as an alternative to amendment, issue a new fire certificate, under section 8
of this Act,

the applicant for the certificate or, as the case may be, the occupier of the premises
to which the amended or new certificate relates shall pay to the authority such fee as
the authority determine.

(2) No fee shall be chargeable for the amendment of a fire certificate, or issue of a new
fire certificate embodying amendments, under section 8(6) of this Act in a case where
the amendment or amendments is or are made in consequence of the coming into force
of regulations under section 12 of this Act.

(3) A fee charged by a [F47fire authority [F47fire and rescue authority]] under this section in
connection with the issue of a fire certificate or the amendment of a, or issue of a new,
fire certificate shall not exceed an amount which represents the cost to the authority
of the work reasonably done by them for the purposes of the issue of the certificate
or, as the case may be, the amendment of the certificaete, other than the cost of any
inspection of the premises.]

Textual Amendments
F45 S. 8B inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 3
F46 Words in s. 8B(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by

Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(j); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2,
S.I.2004/2917, art. 2

F47 Words in s. 8B(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by
Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(j); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2,
S.I.2004/2917, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 S. 8B excluded by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 49, Sch. 5

para. 3

9 Right of appeal as regards matters arising out of ss. 5 to 8.

(1) A person who is aggrieved—
(a) by anything mentioned in a notice served under section 5(4) of this Act as

a step which would have to be taken as a condition of the issue of a fire
certificate with respect to any premises, or by the period allowed by such a
notice for the taking of any steps mentioned in it; or

(b) by the refusal of the [F48fire authority [F48fire and rescue authority]] to issue a
fire certificate with respect to any premises; or

(c) by the inclusion of anything in, or the omission of anything from, a fire
certificate issued with respect to any premises by the [F48fire authority [F48fire
and rescue authority]]; or

(d) by the refusal of the [F48fire authority [F48fire and rescue authority]] to cancel
or to amend a fire certificate issued with respect to any premises; or

(e) by any direction given in pursuance of section 8(4)(b) of this Act; or
(f) by anything mentioned in a notice served under section 8(5) of this Act with

respect to any premises as a step which must be taken if the [F48fire authority
[F48fire and rescue authority]] are not to become entitled to cancel the fire
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certificate relating to the premises, or by the period allowed by such a notice
for the taking of any steps mentioned in it; or

(g) by the amendment or cancellation in pursuance of section 8(6), (7) or (9) of
this Act of a fire certificate issued with respect to any premises,

may, within twenty-one days from the relevant date, appeal to the court; and on any
such appeal the court may make such order as it thinks fit.

(2) In this section “the relevant date” means—
(a) in relation to a person aggrieved by any such refusal, direction, cancellation

or amendment as is mentioned in subsection (1) above or by any matter
mentioned in paragraph (a) or (f) of that subsection, the date on which he was
first served by the [F49fire authority [F49fire and rescue authority]] with notice
of the refusal, direction, cancellation, amendment or matter in question;

(b) in relation to a person aggrieved by the inclusion of anything in, or the
omission of anything from, a fire certificate issued with respect to any
premises, the date on which the inclusion or omission was first made known
to him;

and for the purposes of paragraph (b) above a person who is served with a fire
certificate or a copy of, or of any part of, a fire certificate shall be taken to have had
what the certificate or that part of it does and does not contain made known to him at
the time of the service on him of the certificate or copy.

(3) Where an appeal is brought under this section against the refusal of the [F50fire
authority [F50fire and rescue authority]] to issue a fire certificate with respect to any
premises or the cancellation or amendment in pursuance of section 8(7) or (9) of this
Act of a fire certificate issued with respect to any premises, a person shall not be guilty
of an offence under section 7(1) or (2) of this Act by reason of the premises in question
being put to a designated use or used as a dwelling at a time between the relevant date
and the final determination of the appeal.

(4) Where an appeal is brought under this section against the inclusion in a fire certificate
of anything which has the effect of making the certificate impose a requirement, a
person shall not be guilty of an offence under section 7(4) of this Act by reason of
a contravention of that requirement which occurs at a time between the relevant date
and the final determination of the appeal.

(5) Where an appeal is brought under this section against—
(a) the inclusion in a fire certificate, in pursuance of subsection (5) of section 6

of this Act, of a provision making any person responsible for contraventions
of any requirement imposed by the certificate; or

(b) the omission from a fire certificate of a provision which, if included in
pursuance of that subsection, would prevent any person from being, as the
occupier of any premises, responsible under that subsection for contraventions
of any requirement imposed by the certificate,

that person shall not be guilty of an offence under section 7(4) of this Act by reason of
a contravention of that requirement which occurs at a time between the relevant date
and the final determination of the appeal.
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Textual Amendments
F48 Words in s. 9(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(k); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F49 Words in s. 9(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(k); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F50 Words in s. 9(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(k); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

[F519A Duty as to means of escape and for fighting fire.

(1) All premises to which this section applies shall be provided with—
(a) such means of escape in case of fire, and
(b) such means for fighting fire,

as may reasonably be required in the circumstances of the case.

(2) The premises to which this section applies are premises which are exempt from the
requirement for a fire certificate by virtue of—

(a) a provision made in an order under section 1 of this Act by virtue of
subsection (3) of that section, or

(b) the grant of exemption by a [F52fire authority [F52fire and rescue authority]]
under section 5A of this Act [F53but this section does not apply where Part II
of the Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regulations 1997 applies].

(3) In the event of a contravention of the duty imposed by subsection (1) above the
occupier of the premises shall, except as provided in subsection (4) below, be guilty
of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the
standard scale.

(4) A person is not guilty of an offence under this section in respect of any contravention
of the duty imposed by subsection (1) above which is the subject of an improvement
notice under section 9D of this Act.]

Textual Amendments
F51 S. 9A (inserted by Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (c. 37), s. 78(1)(4) ) substituted by Fire

Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), s. 5
F52 Words in s. 9A(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by

Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(l); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2,
S.I.2004/2917, art. 2

F53 Words in s. 9A inserted (1.12.1997) by S.I. 1997/1840, reg.22

[F549B Codes of practice as to means of escape and for fighting fire.

(1) The Secretary of State may from time to time, after consultation with such persons or
bodies of persons as appear to him requisite—
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(a) prepare and issue codes of practice for the purpose of providing practical
guidance on how to comply with the duty imposed by section 9A of this Act;
and

(b) revise any such code by revoking, varying, amending or adding to the
provisions of the code.

(2) A code prepared in pursuance of this section and any alterations proposed to be made
on a revision of such a code shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament, and the
Secretary of State shall not issue the code or revised code, as the case may be, until
after the end of the period of 40 days beginning with the day on which the code or the
proposed alterations were so laid.

(3) If, within the period mentioned in subsection (2) above, either House resolves that
the code be not issued or the proposed alterations be not made, as the case may be,
the Secretary of State shall not issue the code or revised code (but without prejudice
to his power under that subsection to lay further codes or proposed alterations before
Parliament).

(4) For the purposes of subsection (2) above—
(a) where the code or proposed alterations are not laid before both Houses of

Parliament on the same day, the later day shall be taken to be the day on which
the code or the proposed alterations, as the case may be, were laid before both
Houses, and

(b) in reckoning any period of 40 days, no account shall be taken of any time
during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which both
Houses are adjourned for more than four days.

(5) In this Act references to a code of practice under this section are references to such a
code as it has effect for the time being, with any revisions, under this section.]

Textual Amendments
F54 Ss. 9B and 9C inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 6,

50(2)

[F559C Legal effect of codes of practice.

(1) A failure on the part of a person to observe any provision of a code of practice under
section 9B of this Act shall not of itself render him liable to any criminal or civil
proceedings.

(2) If, in any proceedings whether civil or criminal under this Act, it is alleged that there
has been a contravention on the part of any person of the duty imposed by section 9A
of this Act—

(a) a failure to observe a provision of a code of practice under section 9B of this
Act may be relied on as tending to establish liability, and

(b) compliance with such a code may be relied on as tending to negative liability.]

Textual Amendments
F55 Ss. 9B and 9C inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 6,

50(2)
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[F569D Improvement notices.

(1) Where a [F57 fire authority [F57 fire and rescue authority ]] are of the opinion that
the duty imposed by section 9A of this Act has been contravened in respect of any
premises to which that section applies, they may serve on the occupier of those
premises a notice (in this Act referred to as “ an improvement notice ”) which—

(a) states they are of that opinion;
(b) specifies, by reference to a code of practice under section 9B of this Act if they

think fit, what steps they consider are necessary to remedy that contravention;
and

(c) requires the occupier to take steps to remedy that contravention within such
period (ending not earlier than the period within which an appeal against the
improvement notice can be brought under section 9E of this Act) as may be
specified in the notice.

(2) Where an improvement notice has been served under subsection (1) above—
(a) the [F58fire authority [F58fire and rescue authority]] may withdraw that notice

at any time before the end of the period specified in the notice; and
(b) if an appeal against the improvement notice is not pending, the [F58fire

authority [F58fire and rescue authority]] may extend or further extend the
period specified in the notice.

(3) Where any premises are premises to which section 9A of this Act applies and—
(a) the building which constitutes or comprises the premises is a building to which

at the time of its erection building regulations imposing requirements as to
means of escape in case of fire applied; and

(b) in connection with the erection of that building plans were, in accordance with
building regulations, deposited with a local authority,

the [F59fire authority [F59fire and rescue authority]] shall not in pursuance of
subsection (1) above serve an improvement notice requiring structural or other
alterations relating to the means of escape from the premises unless the requirements
of subsection (4) below are satisfied in relation to those premises.

(4) The requirements of this subsection are satisfied in relation to such premises as are
mentioned in subsection (3) above if—

(a) regulations are in force under section 12 of this Act applying to the premises
in relation to any use of them as respects which exemption under section 5A
of this Act has been granted, being regulations which impose requirements as
to means of escape in case of fire, and the [F60fire authority [F60fire and rescue
authority]] are satisfied that alterations to the building which constitutes or
comprises the premises are necessary to bring the premises into compliance
with the regulations in respect of those requirements; or

(b) the [F60fire authority [F60fire and rescue authority]] are satisfied that the means
of escape in case of fire with which the premises are provided are inadequate in
relation to any such use of the premises by reason of matters or circumstances
of which particulars were not required by or under the building regulations to
be supplied to the local authority in connection with the deposit of plans.

(5) In this section “ structural or other alterations relating to means of escape from the
premises ”, in relation to any such premises as are mentioned in this section, means
structural or other alterations directly connected with the provision of the premises
with adequate means of escape in case of fire.
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(6) Subsections (3) to (5) above extend to England and Wales only.]

Textual Amendments
F56 Ss. 9D–9F inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 7(1),

50(2)
F57 Words in s. 9D(1) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire

and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(m); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F58 Words in s. 9D(2) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(m); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F59 Words in s. 9D(3) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(m); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

F60 Words in s. 9D(4) substituted (E.W.) (1.10.2004 except in relation to W., 10.11.2004 for W.) by Fire
and Rescue Services Act 2004 (c. 21), s. 61, Sch. 1 para. 28(1)(2)(m); S.I. 2004/2304, art. 2, S.I.
2004/2917, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 S. 9D modified by Building Act 1984 (c. 55, SIF 15), ss. 48(4), 49(8)

[F619E Rights of appeal against improvement notices.

(1) A person on whom an improvement notice is served may, within twenty-one days from
the date on which the improvement notice is served, appeal to the court.

(2) On an appeal under this section, the court may either cancel or affirm the notice, and,
if it affirms it, may do so either in its original form or with such modifications as the
court may in the circumstances think fit.

(3) Where an appeal is brought under this section against an improvement notice, the
bringing of the appeal shall have the effect of suspending the operation of the
notice until the appeal is finally disposed of or, if the appeal is withdrawn, until the
withdrawal of the appeal.]

Textual Amendments
F61 Ss. 9D–9F inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 7(1),

50(2)

[F629F Provision as to offences.

(1) It is an offence for a person to contravene any requirement imposed by an improvement
notice.

(2) Any person guilty of an offence under subsection (1) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine, or imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years, or both.]
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Textual Amendments
F62 Ss. 9D–9F inserted by Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (c. 27, SIF 50), ss. 7(1),

50(2)
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