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Attachment of Earnings Act 1971
1971 CHAPTER 32

Administrative provisions

15 Obligation of debtor and his employers to notify changes of employment and
earnings.

[F1(1)] While an attachment of earnings order is in force—
(a) the debtor shall from time to time notify the court in writing of every occasion

on which he leaves any employment, or becomes employed or re-employed,
not later (in each case) than seven days from the date on which he did so;

(b) the debtor shall, on any occasion when he becomes employed or re-employed,
include in his notification under paragraph (a) above particulars of his
earnings and anticipated earnings from the relevant employment; and

(c) any person who becomes the debtor’s employer and knows that the order is in
force and by [F2, or (if the order was made by a fines officer) for, which court]
it was made shall, within seven days of his becoming the debtor’s employer or
of acquiring that knowledge (whichever is the later) notify that court in writing
that he is the debtor’s employer, and include in his notification a statement of
the debtor’s earnings and anticipated earnings.

[F3(2) In the case of an attachment of earnings order made by a fines officer, the reference
to “the court” in subsection (1)(a) above shall mean the court for which that order
was made.]
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F2 Words in s. 15(1)(c) substituted (3.7.2006) by The Collection of Fines (Final Scheme) Order 2006 (S.I.

2006/1737), art. 42(b)
F3 S. 15(2) inserted (3.7.2006) by The Collection of Fines (Final Scheme) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/1737),

art. 42(c)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/32/section/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737/article/42/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/32/section/15/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737/article/42/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/32/section/15/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1737/article/42/c


2 Attachment of Earnings Act 1971 (c. 32)
Document Generated: 2024-06-15

Changes to legislation: 
Attachment of Earnings Act 1971, Section 15 is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 15 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– s. 15(1)(b) words inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 16(2)
– s. 15(1)(c) words inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 16(3)

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 6(1A)(1B) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 2(2) (This affecting provision is

amended (22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with
art. 3))

– s. 6A inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 3
– s. 9(1A) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 4
– s. 9A inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 5 (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))
– s. 14(1A) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 10 (This affecting provision is

amended (22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with
art. 3))

– s. 14(2A) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 12
– s. 14(4A)(4B) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 14
– s. 15A-15D inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 92 (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))
– s. 17(4) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 18 (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))
– s. 23(1ZA) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 21 (This affecting provision is

amended (22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with
art. 3))

– s. 25(2)(c) words inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 22
– s. 25(2)(f) words inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 22
– Sch. 3A inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 7 (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/16/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/16/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1125
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1125/regulation/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/92
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/15/paragraph/7

