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Attachment of Earnings Act 1971
1971 CHAPTER 32

Administrative provisions

13 Application of sums received by collecting officer.

(1) Subject to subsection (3) below, the collecting officer to whom a person makes
payments in compliance with an attachment of earnings order shall, after deducting
such court fees, if any, in respect of proceedings for or arising out of the order, as are
deductible from those payments, deal with the sums paid in the same way as he would
if they had been paid by the debtor to satisfy the relevant adjudication.

(2) Any sums paid to the collecting officer under an attachment of earnings order made to
secure maintenance payments shall, when paid to the person entitled to receive those
payments, be deemed to be payments made by the debtor (with such deductions, if
any, in respect of income tax as the debtor is entitled or required to make) so as to
discharge—

(a) first, any sums for the time being due and unpaid under the related
maintenance order (a sum due at an earlier date being discharged before a sum
due at a later date); and

(b) secondly, any costs incurred in proceedings relating to the related maintenance
order which were payable by the debtor when the attachment of earnings order
was made or last varied.

(3) Where [F1the county court] makes an attachment of earnings order to secure the
payment of a judgment debt and also, under section 4(1) of this Act, orders the debtor
to furnish to the court a list of all his creditors, sums paid to the collecting officer in
compliance with the attachment of earnings order shall not be dealt with by him as
mentioned in subsection (1) above, but shall be retained by him pending the decision
of the court whether or not to make an administration order and shall then be dealt
with by him as the court may direct.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Act substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9 para.

25(3)(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)
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Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))
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amended (22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with
art. 3))

– s. 6A inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 3
– s. 9(1A) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 4
– s. 9A inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 5 (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))
– s. 14(1A) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 10 (This affecting provision is
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(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))
– s. 17(4) inserted by 2007 c. 15 Sch. 15 para. 18 (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3))
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