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Matrimonial Proceedings
and Property Act 1970

1970 CHAPTER 45

An Act to make fresh provision for empowering the court in matrimonial proceedings to
make orders ordering either spouse to make financial provision for, or transfer property
to, the other spouse or a child of the family, orders for the variation of ante-nuptial and
post-nuptial settlements, orders for the custody and education of children and orders
varying, discharging or suspending orders made in such proceedings; to make other
amendments of the law relating to matrimonial proceedings; to abolish the right to
claim restitution of conjugal rights; to declare what interest in property is acquired by
a spouse who contributes to its improvement; to make provision as to a spouse's rights
of occupation under section 1 of the Matrimonial Homes Act 1967 in certain cases;
to extend section 17 of the Married Women's Property Act 1882 and section 7 of the
Matrimonial Causes (Property and Maintenance) Act 1958; to amend the law about the
property of a person whose marriage is the subject of a decree of judicial separation
dying intestate; to abolish the agency of necessity of a wife; and for purposes connected
with the matters aforesaid [29th May 1970]

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:—


