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Family Law Reform Act 1969
1969 CHAPTER 46

PART I

REDUCTION OF AGE OF MAJORITY AND RELATED PROVISIONS

7 Committal of wards of court to care of local authority and supervision of wards
of court

(1) In this section " the court" means any of the following courts in the exercise of its
jurisdiction relating to the wardship of children, that is to say, the High Court, the
Court of Chancery of the County Palatine of Lancaster and the Court of Chancery of
the County Palatine of Durham, and " ward of court " means a ward of the court in
question.

(2) Where it appears to the court that there are exceptional circumstances making it
impracticable or undesirable for a ward of court to be, or to continue to be, under the
care of either of his parents or of any other individual the court may, if it thinks fit,
make an order committing the care of the ward to a local authority; and thereupon Part
II of the Children Act 1948 (which relates to the treatment of children in the care of
a local authority) shall, subject to the next following subsection, apply as if the child
had been received by the local authority into their care under section 1 of that Act.

(3) In subsection (2) of this section " local authority " means one of the local authorities
referred to in subsection (1) of section 36 of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1965 (under
which a child may be committed to the care of a local authority by a court having
jurisdiction to make an order for its custody); and subsections (2) to (6) of that section
(ancillary provisions) shall have effect as if any reference therein to that section
included a reference to subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Where it appears to the court that there are exceptional circumstances making it
desirable that a ward of court (not being a ward who in pursuance of an order under
subsection (2) of this section is in the care of a local authority) should be under the
supervision of an independent person, the court may, as respects such period as the
court thinks fit, order that the ward be under the supervision of a welfare officer or
of a local authority; and subsections (2) and (3) of section 37 of the said Act of 1965
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(ancillary provisions where a child is placed under supervision by a court having
jurisdiction to make an order for its custody) shall have effect as if any reference
therein to that section included a reference to this subsection.

(5) The court shall have power from time to time by an order under this section to vary
or discharge any previous order thereunder.


