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Firearms Act 1968
1968 CHAPTER 27

PART I

PROVISIONS AS TO POSSESSION, HANDLING AND DISTRIBUTION OF WEAPONS AND
AMMUNITION ; PREVENTION OF CRIME AND MEASURES TO PROTECT PUBLIC SAFETY

Special exemptions from sections 1 to 5

7 Police permit

(1) A person who has obtained from the chief officer of police for the area in which
he resides a permit for the purpose in the prescribed form may, without holding
a certificate under this Act, have in his possession a firearm and ammunition in
accordance with the terms of the permit.

(2) It is an offence for a person to make any statement which he knows to be false for the
purpose of procuring, whether for himself or for another person, the grant of a permit
under this section.

8 Authorised dealing with firearms

(1) A person carrying on the business of a firearms dealer and registered as such under
this Act, or a servant of such a person may, without holding a certificate, have in his
possession, or purchase or acquire, a firearm or ammunition in the ordinary course
of that business.

(2) It is not an offence under section 3(2) of this Act for a person—
(a) to part with the possession of any firearm or ammunition, otherwise than in

pursuance of a contract of sale or hire or by way of gift or loan, to a person
who shows that he is by virtue of this Act entitled to have possession of the
firearm or ammunition without holding a certificate; or

(b) to return to another person a shot gun which he has lawfully undertaken to
repair, test or prove for the other.
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9 Carriers, auctioneers, etc.

(1) A person carrying on the business of an auctioneer, carrier or warehouseman, or a
servant of such a person, may, without holding a certificate, have in his possession a
firearm or ammunition in the ordinary course of that business.

(2) It is not an offence under section 3(1) of this Act for an auctioneer to sell by auction,
expose for sale by auction or have in his possession for sale by auction a firearm or
ammunition without being registered as a firearms dealer, if he has obtained from the
chief officer of police for the area in which the auction is held a permit for that purpose
in the prescribed form and complies with the terms of the permit.

(3) It is an offence for a person to make any statement which he knows to be false for the
purpose of procuring, either for himself or for another person, the grant of a permit
under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) It is not an offence under section 3(2) of this Act for a carrier or warehouseman, or
a servant of a carrier or warehouseman, to deliver any firearm or ammunition in the
ordinary course of his business or employment as such.

10 Slaughter of animals

(1) A person licensed under section 3 of the Slaughter of Animals Act 1958 or section 2
of the Slaughter of Animals (Scotland) Act 1928 may, without holding a certificate,
have in his possession a slaughtering instrument and ammunition therefor in any
slaughterhouse or knacker's yard in which he is employed.

(2) The proprietor of a slaughterhouse or knacker's yard or a person appointed by him
to take charge of slaughtering instruments and ammunition therefor for the purpose
of storing them in safe custody at that slaughterhouse or knacker's yard may, without
holding a certificate, have in his possession a slaughtering instrument or ammunition
therefor for that purpose.

11 Sports, athletics and other approved activities

(1) A person carrying a firearm or ammunition belonging to another person holding a
certificate under this Act may, without himself holding such a certificate, have in his
possession that firearm or ammunition under instructions from, and for the use of, that
other person for sporting purposes only.

(2) A person may, without holding a certificate, have a firearm in his possession at an
athletic meeting for the purpose of starting races at that meeting.

(3) A member of a rifle club or miniature rifle club or cadet corps approved by the
Secretary of State may, without holding a certificate, have in his possession a firearm
and ammunition when engaged as a member of the club or corps in, or in connection
with, drill or target practice.

(4) A person conducting or carrying on a miniature rifle range (whether for a rifle club or
otherwise) or shooting gallery at which no firearms are used other than air weapons
or miniature rifles not exceeding 23 inch calibre may, without holding a certificate,
have in his possession, or purchase or acquire, such miniature rifles and ammunition
suitable therefor; and any person may, without holding a certificate, use any such rifle
and ammunition at such a range or gallery.
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(5) A person may, without holding a shot gun certificate, borrow a shot gun from the
occupier of private premises and use it on those premises in the occupier's presence.

(6) A person may, without holding a shot gun certificate, use a shot gun at a time and
place approved for shooting at artificial targets by the chief officer of police for the
area in which that place is situated.

12 Theatre and cinema

(1) A person taking part in a theatrical performance or a rehearsal thereof, or in the
production of a cinematograph film, may, without holding a certificate, have a
firearm in his possession during and for the purpose of the performance, rehearsal or
production.

(2) Where the Defence Council are satisfied, on the application of a person in charge of
a theatrical performance, a rehearsal of such a performance or the production of a
cinematograph film, that such a firearm as is described in section 5(1)(a) of this Act is
required for the purpose of the performance, rehearsal or production, they may under
section 5 of this Act, if they think fit, not only authorise that person to have possession
of the firearm but also authorise such other persons as he may select to have possession
of it while taking part in the performance, rehearsal or production.

13 Equipment for ships and aircraft

(1) A person may, without holding a certificate.—
(a) have in his possession a firearm or ammunition on board a ship, or a signalling

apparatus or ammunition therefor on board an aircraft or at an aerodrome, as
part of the equipment of the ship, aircraft or aerodrome;

(b) remove a signalling apparatus or ammunition therefor, being part of the
equipment of an aircraft, from one aircraft to another at an aerodrome, or from
or to an aircraft at an aerodrome to or from a place appointed for the storage
thereof in safe custody at that aerodrome, and keep any such apparatus or
ammunition at such a place; and

(c) if he has obtained from an officer of police a permit for the purpose in the
prescribed form, remove a firearm from or to a ship, or a signalling apparatus
from or to an aircraft or aerodrome, to or from such place and for such purpose
as may be specified in the permit.

(2) It is an offence for a person to make any statement which he knows to be false for the
purpose of procuring, either for himself or for another person, the grant of a permit
under subsection (1)(c) of this section.

14 Persons temporarily in Great Britain

A person who has been in Great Britain for not more than thirty days in all in the
preceding twelve months may have in his possession, or purchase or acquire, a shot
gun without holding a shot gun certificate.

15 Holder of Northern Irish certificate

Section 2(1) of this Act does not apply to a person holding a firearm certificate issued
in Northern Ireland authorising him to possess a shot gun.


