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General Rate Act 1967
1967 CHAPTER 9

PART VI

DISTRESS FOR RATES

99 Execution of warrant of distress.

(1) A warrant of distress under this Part of this Act may be directed to the rating authority,
to the constables of the police area in which the warrant is issued and to such other
persons, if any, as the magistrates' court issuing the warrant may think fit, and the
warrant shall authorise the persons to whom it is directed to levy the amount which
the person against whom the warrant is issued is liable to pay by distress and sale of
his goods and chattels.

(2) The foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act shall not affect the operation of
any enactment which protects goods and chattels of any class from distress or which
restricts in any other manner the right to obtain a warrant of distress or its execution.

(3) A warrant of distress under this Part of this Act may be executed anywhere in England
or Wales by any person to whom it is directed or by any constable acting within his
police area.

(4) The forms of warrant of distress in Schedule 12 to this Act, or forms to the like effect,
may be used in proceedings under this Part of this Act and, to save expense, one
warrant of distress may be issued against any number of persons in default, as in the
second of the said forms.

(5) Any person aggrieved by a distress under this Part of this Act for a rate may appeal to
the next court of quarter sessions for the area where the rate was made and the appeal
shall be heard and finally determined by that court.

(6) A distress under this Part of this Act shall not be deemed to be unlawful on account of
any defect or want of form in the rate or assessment or in the warrant of distress and
no person making the distress shall be deemed a trespasser on that account.
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(7) No person making a distress under this Part of this Act shall be deemed to be
a trespasser from the beginning on account of any subsequent irregularity in the
execution of the warrant of distress, but a person who has sustained special damage
by reason of the irregularity may recover full satisfaction for the special damage (and
no more) by proceedings in trespass or otherwise.


