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Leasehold Reform Act 1967
1967 CHAPTER 88

PART I

ENFRANCHISEMENT AND EXTENSION OF LONG LEASEHOLDS

Right to enfranchisement or extension

2 Meaning of “house” and “houses and premises”, and adjustment of boundary.

(1) For purposes of this Part of this Act, “house” includes any building designed or
adapted for living in and reasonably so called, notwithstanding that the building is not
structurally detached, or was or is not solely designed or adapted for living in, or is
divided horizontally into flats or maisonettes; and—

(a) where a building is divided horizontally, the flats or other units into which it
is so divided are not separate “houses”, though the building as a whole may
be; and

(b) where a building is divided vertically the building as a whole is not a “house”
though any of the units into which it is divided may be.

(2) References in this Part of this Act to a house do not apply to a house which is not
structurally detached and of which a material part lies above or below a part of the
structure not comprised in the house.

(3) Subject to the following provisions of this section, where in relation to a house let to
F1. . . a tenant reference is made in this Part of this Act to the house and premises, the
reference to premises is to be taken as referring to any garage, outhouse, garden, yard
and appurtenances which at the relevant time are let to him with the house F1. . ..

(4) In relation to the exercise by a tenant of any right conferred by this Part of this Act
there shall be treated as included in the house and premises any other premises let with
the house and premises but not at the relevant time [F2subject to a tenancy vested in
him](whether in consequence of an assignment of the term therein F1. . . or otherwise),
if—
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(a) the landlord at the relevant time has an interest in the other premises and, not
later than two months after the relevant time, gives to the tenant written notice
objecting to the further severance of them from the house and premises; and

(b) either the tenant agrees to their inclusion with the house and premises or the
court is satisfied that it would be unreasonable to require the landlord to retain
them without the house and premises.

(5) In relation to the exercise by a tenant of any right conferred by this Part of this Act there
shall be treated as not included in the house and premises any part of them which lies
above or below other premises (not consisting only of underlying mines or minerals),
if—

(a) the landlord at the relevant time has an interest in the other premises and,
not later than two months after the relevant time, gives to the tenant written
notice objecting to the further severance from them of that part of the house
and premises; and

(b) either the tenant agrees to the exclusion of that part of the house and premises
or the court is satisfied that any hardship or inconvenience likely to result
to the tenant from the exclusion, when account is taken of anything that can
be done to mitigate its effects and of any undertaking of the landlord to take
steps to mitigate them, is outweighed by the difficulties involved in the further
severance from the other premises and any hardship or inconvenience likely
to result from that severance to persons interested in those premises.

(6) The rights conferred on a tenant by this Part of this Act in relation to any house
and premises shall not extend to underlying minerals comprised in the tenancy if the
landlord requires that the minerals be excepted, and if proper provision is made for
the support of the house and premises as they have been enjoyed during the tenancy
and in accordance with its terms.

(7) Where by virtue of subsection (4) above a tenant of a house acquiring the freehold or
an extended lease is required to include premises of which the tenancy is not vested in
him, this Part of this Act shall apply for the purpose as if in the case of those premises
a tenancy on identical terms were vested in him and the holder of the actual tenancy
were a sub-tenant; and where by virtue of subsection (5) or (6) above a tenant of a
house acquiring the freehold or an extended lease is required to exclude property of
which the tenancy is vested in him, then unless the landlord and the tenant otherwise
agree or the court for the protection of either of them from hardship or inconvenience
otherwise orders, the grant to the tenant shall operate as a surrender of the tenancy in
that property and the provision to be made by the grant shall be determined as if the
surrender had taken place before the relevant time.
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