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Leasehold Reform Act 1967
1967 CHAPTER 88

PART I

ENFRANCHISEMENT AND EXTENSION OF LONG LEASEHOLDS

Enfranchisement

8 Obligation to enfranchise.

(1) Where a tenant of a house has under this Part of this Act a right to acquire the freehold,
and gives to the landlord written notice of his desire to have the freehold, then except
as provided by this Part of this Act the landlord shall be bound to make to the tenant,
and the tenant to accept, (at the price and on the conditions so provided) a grant of the
house and premises for an estate in fee simple absolute, subject to the tenancy and to
tenant's incumbrances, but otherwise free of incumbrances.

(2) For purposes of this Part of this Act " incumbrances " includes rentcharges and, subject
to subsection (3) below, personal liabilities attaching in respect of the ownership of
land or an interest in land though not charged on that land or interest; and " tenant's
incumbrances " includes any interest directly or indirectly derived out of the tenancy,
and any incumbrance on the tenancy or any such interest (whether or not the same
matter is an incumbrance also on any interest reversionary on the tenancy).

(3) Burdens originating in tenure, and burdens in respect of the upkeep or regulation for
the benefit of any locality of any land, building, structure, works, ways or watercourse
shall not be treated as incumbrances for purposes of this Part of this Act, but any
conveyance executed to give effect to this section shall be made subject thereto except
as otherwise provided by section 11 below.

(4) A conveyance executed to give effect to this section—
(a) shall have effect under section 2(1) of the Law of Property Act 1925 to

overreach any incumbrance capable of being overreached under that section
as if, where the interest conveyed is settled land, the conveyance were made
under the powers of the Settled Land Act 1925 and as if the requirements
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of section 2(1) as to payment of the capital money allowed any part of the
purchase price paid or applied in accordance with sections 11 to 13 below to
be so paid or applied;

(b) shall not be made subject to any incumbrance capable of being overreached
by the conveyance, but shall be made subject (where they are not capable of
being overreached) to rentcharges and other rents falling within section 191
of the Law of Property Act 1925, except as otherwise provided by section 11
below.

(5) Notwithstanding that on a grant to a tenant of a house and premises under this section
no payment or a nominal payment only is required from the tenant for the price of the
house and premises, the tenant shall nevertheless be deemed for all purposes to be a
purchaser for a valuable consideration in money or money's worth.

9 Purchase price and costs of enfranchisement, and tenant's right to withdraw.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, the price payable for a house and premises on a
conveyance under section 8 above shall be the amount which at the relevant time the
house and premises, if sold in the open market by a willing seller, might be expected
to realise on the following assumptions:—

(a) on the assumption that the vendor was selling for an estate in fee simple,
subject to the tenancy but on the assumption that this Part of this Act conferred
no right to acquire the freehold, and if the tenancy has not been extended under
this Part of this Act, on the assumption that (subject to the landlord's rights
under section 17 below) it was to be so extended;

(b) on the assumption that (subject to paragraph (a) above) the vendor was selling
subject, in respect of rent-charges and other rents to which section 11(2) below
applies, to the same annual charge as the conveyance to the tenant is to be
subject to, but the purchaser would otherwise be effectively exonerated until
the termination of the tenancy from any liability or charge in respect of tenant's
incumbrances; and

(c) on the assumption that (subject to paragraphs (a) and (b) above) the vendor
was selling with and subject to the rights and burdens with and subject to
which the conveyance to the tenant is to be made, and in particular with and
subject to such permanent or extended rights and burdens as are to be created
in order to give effect to section 10 below.

(2) The price payable for the house and premises shall be subject to such deduction (if any)
in respect of any defect in the title to be conveyed to the tenant as on a sale in the open
market might be expected to be allowed between a willing seller and a willing buyer.

(3) On ascertaining the amount payable, or likely to be payable, as the price for a house
and premises in accordance with this section (but not more than one month after the
amount payable has been determined by agreement or otherwise), the tenant may give
written notice to the landlord that he is unable or unwilling to acquire the house and
premises at the price he must pay; and thereupon—

(a) the notice under section 8 above of his desire to have the freehold shall cease
to have effect, and he shall be liable to make such compensation as may be
just to the landlord in respect of the interference (if any) by the notice with
the exercise by the landlord of his power to dispose of or deal with the house
and premises or any neighbouring property; and
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(b) any further notice given under that section with respect to the house or any
part of it (with or without other property) shall be void if given within the
following five years.

(4) Where a person gives notice of his desire to have the freehold of a house and premises
under this Part of this Act, then unless the notice lapses under any provision of this
Act excluding his liability, there shall be borne by him (so far as they are incurred in
pursuance of the notice) the reasonable costs of or incidental to any of the following
matters:—

(a) any investigation by the landlord of that person's right to acquire the freehold ;
(b) any conveyance or assurance of the house and premises or any part thereof or

of any outstanding estate or interest therein;
(c) deducing, evidencing and verifying the title to the house and premises or any

estate or interest therein;
(d) making out and furnishing such abstracts and copies as the person giving the

notice may require ;
(e) any valuation of the house and premises ;

but so that this subsection shall not apply to any costs if on a sale made voluntarily a
stipulation that they were to be borne by the purchaser would be void.

(5) The landlord's lien (as vendor) on the house and premises for the price payable shall
extend—

(a) to any sums payable by way of rent or recoverable as rent in respect of the
house and premises up to the date of the conveyance ; and

(b) to any sums for which the tenant is liable under subsection (4) above; and
(c) to any other sums due and payable by him to the landlord under or in respect

of the tenancy or any agreement collateral thereto.

10 Rights to be conveyed to tenant on enfranchisement.

(1) Except for the purpose of preserving or recognising any existing interest of the
landlord in tenant's incumbrances or any existing right or interest of any other person,
a conveyance executed to give effect to section 8 above shall not be framed so as to
exclude or restrict the general words implied in conveyances under section 62 of the
Law of Property Act 1925, or the all-estate clause implied under section 63, unless
the tenant consents to the exclusion or restriction; but the landlord shall not be bound
to convey to the tenant any better title than that which he has or could require to be
vested in him, nor to enter into any covenant for title other than such covenant as under
section 76(1)(F) of the Law of Property Act 1925 is implied in the case of a person
conveying and expressed to convey as trustee or mortgagee.

(2) As regards rights of any of the following descriptions, that is to say,—
(a) rights of support for any building or part of a building ;
(b) rights to the access of light and air to any building or part of a building;
(c) rights to the passage of water or of gas or other piped fuel, or to the drainage

or disposal of water, sewage, smoke or fumes, or to the use or maintenance of
pipes or other installations for such passage, drainage or disposal;

(d) rights to the use or maintenance of cables or other installations for the supply
of electricity, for the telephone or for the receipt directly or by landline of
visual or other wireless transmissions;
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a conveyance executed to give effect to section 8 above shall by virtue of this
subsection (but without prejudice to any larger operation it may have apart from this
subsection) have effect—

(i) to grant with the house and premises all such easements and rights over other
property, so far as the landlord is capable of granting them, as are necessary
to secure to the tenant as nearly as may be the same rights as at the relevant
time were available to him under or by virtue of the tenancy or any agreement
collateral thereto, or under or by virtue of any grant, reservation or agreement
made on the severance of the house and premises or any part thereof from
other property then comprised in the same tenancy; and

(ii) to make the house and premises subject to all such easements and rights for
the benefit of other property as are capable of existing in law and are necessary
to secure to the person interested in the other property as nearly as may be the
same rights as at the relevant time were available against the tenant under or by
virtue of the tenancy or any agreement collateral thereto, or under or by virtue
of any grant, reservation or agreement made as is mentioned in paragraph (i)
above.

(3) As regards rights of way, a conveyance executed to give effect to section 8 above shall
include—

(a) such provisions (if any) as the tenant may require for the purpose of securing
to him rights of way over property not conveyed, so far as the landlord is
capable of granting them, being rights of way which are necessary for the
reasonable enjoyment of the house and premises as they have been enjoyed
during the tenancy and in accordance with its provisions; and

(b) such provisions (if any) as the landlord may require for the purpose of making
the property conveyed subject to rights of way necessary for the reasonable
enjoyment of other property, being property in which at the relevant time the
landlord has an interest, or to rights of way granted or agreed to be granted
before the relevant time by the landlord or by the person then entitled to the
reversion on the tenancy.

(4) As regards restrictive covenants (that is to say, any covenant or agreement restrictive
of the user of any land or premises), a conveyance executed to give effect to section 8
above shall include—

(a) such provisions (if any) as the landlord may require to secure that the tenant
is bound by, or to indemnify the landlord against breaches of, restrictive
covenants which affect the house and premises otherwise than by virtue of the
tenancy or any agreement collateral thereto and are enforceable for the benefit
of other property; and

(b) such provisions (if any) as the landlord or the tenant may require to secure the
continuance (with suitable adaptations) of restrictions arising by virtue of the
tenancy or any agreement collateral thereto, being either—

(i) restrictions affecting the house and premises which are capable of
benefiting other property and (if enforceable only by the landlord) are
such as materially to enhance the value of the other property; or

(ii) restrictions affecting other property which are such as materially to
enhance the value of the house and premises;

(c) such further provisions (if any) as the landlord may require to restrict the use of
the house and premises in any way which will not interfere with the reasonable
enjoyment of the house and premises as they have been enjoyed during the
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tenancy but will materially enhance the value of other property in which the
landlord has an interest.

(5) Neither the landlord nor the tenant shall be entitled under subsection (3) or (4) above
to require the inclusion in a conveyance of any provision which is unreasonable in all
the circumstances, in view—

(a) of the date at which the tenancy commenced, and changes since that date
which affect the suitability at the relevant time of the provisions of the tenancy;
and

(b) where the tenancy is or was one of a number of tenancies of neighbouring
houses, of the interests of those affected in respect of other houses.

(6) The landlord may be required to give to the tenant an acknowledgment within the
meaning of section 64 of the Law of Property Act 1925 as regards any documents of
which the landlord retains possession, but not an undertaking for the safe custody of
any such documents; and where the landlord is required to enter into any covenant
under subsection (4) above, the person entering into the covenant as landlord shall
be entitled to limit his personal liability to breaches of the covenant for which he is
responsible.

11 Exoneration from, or redemption of, rentcharges etc.

(1) Where a house and premises are to be conveyed to a tenant in pursuance of section 8
above, section 8(4)(b) shall not preclude the landlord from releasing, or procuring the
release of, the house and premises from any rentcharge or other rent falling within
section 191 of the Law of Property Act 1925 ; and the conveyance may, with the
tenant's agreement (which shall not be unreasonably withheld), provide in accordance
with section 190(1) of the Law of Property Act 1925 that a rent-charge shall be charged
exclusively on other land affected by it in exoneration of the house and premises, or
be apportioned between other land affected by it and the house and premises.

(2) Where, but for this subsection, a conveyance of a house and premises to a tenant might
in accordance with section 8 above be made subject, in respect of rents to which this
subsection applies, to an annual charge exceeding the annual rent payable under the
tenancy at the relevant time, then the landlord shall be bound on or before the execution
of the conveyance to secure that the house and premises are discharged from the whole
or part of any rents in question to the extent necessary to secure that the annual charge
shall not exceed the annual rent so payable; and for this purpose the annual rent shall
be calculated in accordance with section 4(1)(b) and (c) and (6) above.

(3) For purposes of subsection (2) above the house and premises shall be treated as
discharged from a rent to the extent to which—

(a) the rent is charged on or apportioned to other land so as to confer on the
tenant in respect of the house and premises the remedies against the other land
provided for by section 190(2) of the Law of Property Act 1925; or

(b) the landlord is otherwise entitled to be exonerated from or indemnified against
liability for the rent in respect of the house and premises and the tenant will
(in so far as the landlord's right is not a right against the tenant himself or his
land) become entitled on the conveyance to the like exoneration or indemnity.

(4) Where for the purpose of complying with subsection (2) above the house and
premises are to be discharged from a rent by redemption of it (with or without prior
apportionment), and for any reason mentioned in section 191(4) of the Law of Property
Act 1925 difficulty arises in paying the redemption price, the tenant may, and if so
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required by the landlord shall, before execution of the conveyance pay into court
on account of the price for the house and premises an amount not exceeding the
appropriate amount to secure redemption of the rent; and if the amount so paid by
the tenant is less than that appropriate amount, the landlord shall pay into court the
balance.

(5) Where payment is made into court in accordance with subsection (4) above, the house
and premises shall on execution of the conveyance be discharged from the rent, and
any claim to the redemption money shall lie against the fund in court and not otherwise.

(6) For purposes of subsection (4) above " the appropriate amount to secure redemption "
of a rent is (subject to subsection (7) below) the amount of redemption money agreed
to be paid or in default of agreement, the amount certified under section 191 of the
Law of Property Act 1925.

(7) Where a rent affects other property as well as the house and premises, and the other
property is not exonerated or indemnified by means of a charge on the house and
premises, then—

(a) " the appropriate amount to secure redemption " of the rent for purposes
of subsection (4) above shall, if no amount has been agreed or certified
as mentioned in subsection (6), be such sum as, on an application under
section 191(7) of the Law of Property Act 1925 for the apportionment of
the rent, may, pending the apportionment, be approved by the apportioning
authority as suitable provision (with a reasonable margin) for the redemption
money of the part likely to be apportioned to the house and premises; and

(b) the apportionment, when made, shall be deemed to have had effect from the
date of the payment into court, and if in respect of any property affected
by the rent there has been any overpayment or underpayment, the amount
shall be made good by abatement of or addition to the next payment after the
apportionment and (if necessary) later payments.

(8) Subsection (2) above applies to rentcharges and other rents falling within section 191
of the Law of Property Act 1925 which during the continuance of the tenancy are, or
but for the termination of the tenancy before their commencement would have been,
recoverable from the landlord without his having a right to be indemnified by the
tenant.

12 Discharge of mortgages etc. on landlord's estate.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a conveyance executed to give effect to
section 8 above shall, as regards any charge on the landlord's estate (however created
or arising) to secure the payment of money or the performance of any other obligation
by the landlord or any other person, not being a charge subject to which the conveyance
is required to be made or which would be overreached apart from this section, be
effective by virtue of this section to discharge the house and premises from the charge,
and from the operation of any order made by a court for the enforcement of the charge,
and to extinguish any term of years created for the purposes of the charge, and shall
do so without the persons entitled to or interested in the charge or in any such order
or term of years becoming parties to or executing the conveyance.

(2) Where in accordance with subsection (1) above the conveyance to a tenant will be
effective to discharge the house and premises from a charge to secure the payment
of money, then except as otherwise provided by this section it shall be the duty of
the tenant to apply the price payable for the house and premises, in the first instance,
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in or towards the redemption of any such charge (and, if there are more than one,
then according to their priorities); and if any amount payable in accordance with this
subsection to the person entitled to the benefit of a charge is not so paid nor paid into
court in accordance with section 13 below, then for the amount in question the house
and premises shall remain subject to the charge, and to that extent subsection (1) above
shall not apply.

(3) For the purpose of determining the amount payable in respect of any charge under
subsection (2) above a person entitled to the benefit of a charge to which that
subsection applies shall not be permitted to exercise any right to consolidate that
charge with a separate charge on other property ; and if the landlord or the tenant is
himself entitled to the benefit of a charge to which that subsection applies, it shall rank
for payment as it would if another person were entitled to it, and the tenant shall be
entitled to retain the appropriate amount in respect of any such charge of his.

(4) For the purpose of discharging the house and premises from a charge to which
subsection (2) above applies, a person may be required to accept three months or any
longer notice of the intention to pay the whole or part of the principal secured by the
charge, together with interest to the date of payment, notwithstanding that the terms
of the security make other provision or no provision as to the time and manner of
payment; but he shall be entitled, if he so requires, to receive such additional payment
as is reasonable in the circumstances in respect of the costs of re-investment or other
incidental costs and expenses and in respect of any reduction in the rate of interest
obtainable on re-investment.

(5) Subsection (2) above shall not apply to any debenture-holders' charge, that is to say,
any charge, whether a floating charge or not, in favour of the holders of a series of
debentures issued by a company or other body of persons, or in favour of trustees
for such debenture-holders; and any such charge shall be disregarded in determining
priorities for purposes of subsection (2):

Provided that this subsection shall not have effect in relation to a charge in favour of
trustees for debenture holders which at the date of the conveyance to the tenant is (as
regards the house and premises) a specific and not a floating charge.

(6) Where the house and premises are discharged by this section from a charge (without
the obligations secured by the charge being satisfied by the receipt of the whole or
part of the price), the discharge of the house and premises shall not prejudice any right
or remedy for the enforcement of those obligations against other property comprised
in the same or any other security, nor prejudice any personal liability as principal or
otherwise of the landlord or any other person.

(7) Subsections (1) and (2) above shall not be taken to prevent a person from joining
in the conveyance for the purpose of discharging the house and premises from any
charge without payment or for a less payment than that to which he would otherwise
be entitled; and, if he does so, the persons to whom the price ought to be paid shall
be determined accordingly.

(8) A charge on the landlord's estate to secure the payment of money or the performance
of any other obligation shall not be treated for the purposes of this Part of this Act as
a tenant's incumbrance by reason only of the grant of the tenancy being subsequent
to the creation of the charge and not authorised as against the persons interested in
the charge; and this section shall apply as if the persons so interested at the time of
the grant had duly concurred in the grant for the purpose (but only for the purpose) of
validating it despite the charge on the grantor's estate :
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Provided that, where the tenancy is granted after the commencement of this Part of
this Act (whether or not it is, by virtue of section 3(3) above, to be treated for other
purposes as forming a single tenancy with a previous tenancy) and the tenancy has
not by the time of the conveyance of the house and premises to the tenant become
binding on the persons interested in the charge, the conveyance shall not by virtue of
this section discharge the house and premises from the charge except so far as it is
satisfied by the application or payment into court of the price payable for the house
and premises.

(9) Nothing in this section shall apply in relation to any charge falling within section 11
above, and for purposes of subsection (2) above the price payable for the house and
premises shall be treated as reduced by any amount to be paid out of it before execution
of the conveyance for the redemption of a rent in accordance with section 11 (4).

13 Payment into court in respect of mortgages etc.

(1) Where under section 12(1) above a house and premises are, on a conveyance to the
tenant, to be discharged of any charge falling within that subsection, and in accordance
with section 12(2) a person is or may be entitled in respect of the charge to receive the
whole or part of the price payable for the house and premises, then if—

(a) for any reason difficulty arises in ascertaining how much is payable in respect
of the charge ; or

(b) for any reason mentioned in subsection (2) below difficulty arises in making
a payment in respect of the charge;

the tenant may pay into court on account of the price for the house and premises the
amount, if known, of the payment to be made in respect of the charge or, if that amount
is not known, the whole of the price or such less amount as the tenant thinks right in
order to provide for that payment.

(2) Payment may be made into court in accordance with subsection (1)(b) above where
the difficulty arises for any of the following reasons:—

(a) because a person who is or may be entitled to receive payment cannot be found
or ascertained ;

(b) because any such person refuses or fails to make out a title, or to accept
payment and give a proper discharge, or to take any steps reasonably required
of him to enable the sum payable to be ascertained and paid; or

(c) because a tender of the sum payable cannot, by reason of complications in the
title to it or the want of two or more trustees or for other reasons, be effected,
or not without incurring or involving unreasonable cost or delay.

(3) Without prejudice to subsection (1)(a) above, the price payable for a house and
premises on a conveyance under section 8 above shall be paid by the tenant into court
if before execution of the conveyance written notice is given to him—

(a) that the landlord or a person entitled to the benefit of a charge on the house
and premises so requires for the purpose of protecting the rights of persons so
entitled, or for reasons related to any application made or to be made under
section 36 below, or to the bankruptcy or winding up of the landlord ; or

(b) that steps have been taken to enforce any charge on the landlord's interest in
the house and premises by the bringing of proceedings in any court, or by the
appointment of a receiver, or otherwise;
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and where payment is to be made into court by reason only of a notice under this
subsection, and the notice is given with reference to proceedings in a court specified
in the notice other than the county court, payment shall be made into the court so
specified.

(4) For the purpose of computing the amount payable into court under this section, the
price payable for the house and premises shall be treated as reduced by any amount
to be paid out of it before execution of the conveyance for the redemption of a rent
in accordance with section 11 (4) above.


