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Housing Act 1957
1957 CHAPTER 56

PART III

CLEARANCE AND RE-DEVELOPMENT

General provisions as to land affected by provisions of Part III

59 Compensation for land purchased compulsorily

(1) Where land is purchased compulsorily by a local authority under this Part of this
Act, the compensation payable in respect thereof shall be assessed in accordance with
the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919, subject to the
following provisions of this section.

(2) The compensation to be paid for land, including any buildings thereon, purchased as
being land comprised in a clearance area shall be the value at the time the valuation
is made of the land as a site cleared of buildings and available for development in
accordance with the requirements of the building byelaws for the time being in force
in the district:

Provided that this subsection shall not have effect in the case of the site of a house
or other building properly included in a clearance area only on the ground that by
reason of its bad arrangement in relation to other buildings or the narrowness or bad
arrangement of the streets, it is dangerous or injurious to the health of the inhabitants
of the area, unless it is a building constructed or adapted as, or for the purposes of, a
dwelling, or partly for those purposes and partly for other purposes, and part thereof
(not being a part used for other purposes) is unfit for human habitation.

(3) The compensation to be paid for a house which the local authority are authorised to
purchase under section fifty-seven of this Act as being unfit for human habitation and
not capable at reasonable expense of being rendered so fit shall be assessed in like
manner as if it had been land purchased as being comprised in a clearance area.
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(4) In the case of land, other than land in respect of which the provisions of subsection (2)
or (3) of this section have effect, the rules specified in Part III of the Third Schedule
to this Act shall be observed.

60 Payments in respect of well maintained houses

(1) Where as respects a house—
(a) which is made the subject of a compulsory purchase order under this Part of

this Act as being unfit for human habitation, or
(b) which is made the subject of a clearance order,

the Minister is satisfied, after causing the house to be inspected by an officer of his
department, that it has been well maintained, the Minister may give directions for the
making by the local authority of a payment in respect of the house under this section
of such amount, if any, as is authorised by Part I of the Second Schedule to this Act.

(2) A payment under this section shall be made—
(a) if the house is occupied by an owner thereof, to him ; or
(b) if the house is not so occupied, to the person or persons liable under any

enactment, covenant or agreement to maintain and repair the house, and
if more than one person is so liable, in such shares as the authority think
equitable in the circumstances:

Provided that, if any other person satisfies the local authority that the good
maintenance of the house is attributable to a material extent to work carried out by
him or at his expense, the local authority may, if it appears to them to be equitable in
the circumstances, make the payment, in whole or in part, to him.

61 Temporary provisions for payments to owner-occupiers and others

The provisions of Part II of the Second Schedule to this Act shall have effect as respects
payments to be made in certain cases in respect of houses comprised in a clearance
area or re-development area.

62 Power of entry on land to be purchased by agreement under Part III or
appropriated for the purposes of clearance areas

(1) Where a local authority—
(a) have agreed to purchase land under this Part of this Act, or
(b) have determined to appropriate land for the purposes of the provisions of this

Part of this Act relating to clearance areas,
subject to the interest of the person in possession thereof, and that interest is not greater
than that of a tenant for a year or from year to year, then, at any time after the agreement
has been made, or the appropriation has been approved by the Minister, the local
authority may, after giving to the person so in possession not less than fourteen days
notice, enter on and take possession of the land or such part thereof as is specified in
the notice without previous consent.

(2) The exercise of a local authority's power under the foregoing subsection shall be
subject to the payment to the person so in possession of the like compensation for
the land of which possession is taken, and interest on the compensation awarded, as
would have been payable if the local authority had been authorised to purchase the
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land compulsorily and that person had in pursuance of their powers in that behalf been
required to quit possession before the expiration of his term or interest in the land, but
without any necessity for compliance with sections eighty-four to ninety of the Lands
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845.

63 Power of local authority to make allowances to persons displaced

(1) A local authority may pay to any person displaced from a house or other building—
(a) to which a clearance order applies, or
(b) which has been purchased by them under the provisions of this Part of this

Act relating to clearance areas, or
(c) which has been purchased by them under the provisions of this Part of this

Act relating to redevelopment areas as being unfit for human habitation and
not capable at reasonable expense of being rendered so fit,

such reasonable allowance as they think fit towards his expenses in removing, and
to any person carrying on any trade or business in any such house or other building,
they may pay also such reasonable allowance as they think fit towards the loss which,
in their opinion, he will sustain by reason of the disturbance of his trade or business
consequent on his having to quit the house or building, and in estimating that loss
they shall have regard to the period for which the premises occupied by him might
reasonably have been expected to be available for the purpose of his trade or business
and the availability of other premises suitable for that purpose.

(2) Where, as a result of action taken by a local authority under the provisions of this
Part of this Act relating to clearance areas, the population of the locality is materially
decreased, they may pay to any person carrying on a retail shop in the locality such
reasonable allowance as they think fit towards any loss involving personal hardship
which in their opinion he will thereby sustain, but in estimating any such loss they
shall have regard to the probable future development of the locality.

64 Extinguishment of rights of way, easements, etc.

(1) A local authority may, with the approval of the Minister, by order extinguish any public
right of way over any land purchased by them under this Part of this Act, but an order
made by an authority under this subsection shall be published in the prescribed manner,
and if any objection thereto is made to the Minister before the expiration of six weeks
from the publication thereof, the Minister shall not approve the order until he has
caused a public local inquiry to be held into the matter.

(2) Where a local authority have resolved to purchase under this Part of this Act land over
which a public right of way exists, it shall be lawful under the foregoing subsection
for the authority to make and the Minister to approve, in advance of the purchase, an
order extinguishing that right as from the date on which the buildings on the land are
vacated, or at the expiration of such period after that date as may be specified in the
order, or as the Minister in approving the order may direct.

(3) Upon the completion by a local authority of the purchase by them of any land under
this Part of this Act, all private rights of way and all rights of laying down, erecting,
continuing, or maintaining any apparatus on, under or over that land and all other rights
or easements in or relating to that land shall be extinguished and any such apparatus
shall vest in the local authority, and any person who suffers loss by the extinguishment
or vesting of any such right or apparatus as aforesaid shall be entitled to be paid by
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the local authority compensation to be determined under and in accordance with the
Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to any right vested in statutory undertakers
of laying down, erecting, continuing or maintaining any apparatus, or to any apparatus
belonging to statutory undertakers, and shall have effect as respects other matters
subject to any agreement which may be made between the local authority and the
person in or to whom the right or apparatus in question is vested or belongs.

65 Provisions as to apparatus of statutory undertakers

(1) Where the removal or alteration of apparatus belonging to statutory undertakers on,
under, or over land purchased by a local authority under this Part of this Act, or
on, under, or over a street running over, or through, or adjoining any such land, is
reasonably necessary for the purpose of enabling the authority to exercise any of the
powers conferred upon them by the foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act, the
local authority shall have power to execute works for the removal or alteration of the
apparatus subject to and in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(2) A local authority who intend to remove or alter any apparatus under the powers
conferred by the foregoing subsection shall serve on the undertakers notice in writing
of their intention with particulars of the proposed works and of the manner in which
they are to be executed, and plans and sections thereof, and shall not commence any
works until the expiration of a period of twenty-eight days from the date of service
of the notice, and the undertakers may within that period by notice in writing served
on the authority—

(a) object to the execution of the works or any of them on the ground that they
are not necessary for the purpose aforesaid; or

(b) state requirements to which, in their opinion, effect ought to be given as to the
manner of, or the observance of conditions in, the execution of the works, as
to the execution of other works for the protection of other apparatus belonging
to the undertakers or as to the execution of other works for the provision of
substituted apparatus whether permanent or temporary;

and—
(i) if objection is so made to any works and not withdrawn, the local authority

shall not execute the works unless they are determined by arbitration to be
so necessary;

(ii) if any such requirement as aforesaid is so made and not withdrawn, the local
authority shall give effect thereto unless it is determined by arbitration to be
unreasonable.

(3) A local authority shall make to statutory undertakers reasonable compensation for any
damage which is sustained by them by reason of the execution by the authority of
any works under subsection (1) of this section and which is not made good by the
provision of substituted apparatus.

Any question as to the right of undertakers to recover compensation under this
subsection or as to the amount thereof shall be determined by arbitration.

(4) Where the removal or alteration of apparatus belonging to statutory undertakers, or
the execution of works for the provision of substituted apparatus, whether permanent
or temporary, is reasonably necessary for the purposes of their undertaking by reason
of the stopping up, diversion, or alteration of the level or width of a street by a local
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authority under powers exercisable by virtue of this Act, they may, by notice in writing
served on the authority, require them at the expense of the authority to remove or alter
the apparatus or to execute the works, and where any such requirement is so made and
not withdrawn, the local authority shall give effect thereto unless they serve notice
in writing on the undertakers of their objection to the requirement within twenty-
eight days from the date of service of the notice upon them and the requirement is
determined by arbitration to be unreasonable.

(5) At least seven days before commencing any works which they are authorised or
required under the foregoing provisions of this section to execute, the local authority
shall, except in case of emergency, serve on the undertakers notice in writing of
their intention so to do, and the works shall be executed by the authority under the
superintendence (at the expense of the authority) and to the reasonable satisfaction of
the undertakers:

Provided that, if within seven days from the date of service on them of notice under
this subsection the undertakers so elect, they shall themselves execute the works in
accordance with the reasonable directions and to the reasonable satisfaction of the
authority, and the reasonable costs thereof shall be repaid to the undertakers by the
authority.

(6) Any difference arising between statutory undertakers and a local authority under the
last foregoing subsection and any matter which is by virtue of the foregoing provisions
of this section to be determined by arbitration shall—

(a) in the case of a question arising under subsection (3) of this section be referred
to and determined by the Lands Tribunal;

(b) in any other case, be referred to and determined by an arbitrator to be
appointed, in default of agreement, by the Minister.

(7) In this section references to the alteration of apparatus include references to diversion
and to alterations of position or level.

66 Power to construct streets in clearance areas in London

The London County Council may, on any land purchased by them in connection with
a clearance area, lay out and construct and sewer such new streets and such widenings
and improvements of existing streets as they think fit, and all new streets and new
parts of streets so constructed by them shall, when completed, become repairable by
the council of the metropolitan borough.


