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Acquisition of Land (Assessment
of Compensation) Act 1919

1919 CHAPTER 57

8 Power to refer to-Commissioners of Inland Revenue or to agreed arbitrator

(1) Nothing in this Act shall prevent, if the parties so agree, the reference of any question
as to disputed compensation or apportionment of rent to the Commissioners of Inland
Revenue or to an arbitrator agreed on between the parties.

(2) Where a question is so referred to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, the
Commissioners shall not proceed by arbitration, but shall cause an assessment to be
made in accordance with the rules for the assessment of compensation under this Act,
and the following provisions shall have effect:—

(a) The parties shall comply with any direction or requirements as to the
furnishing of information (whether orally or in writing), and the production
of documents and otherwise;

(b) Any officer of the Commissioners appointed for the purpose shall be entitled
to enter on and inspect any land which is subject to the reference to them;

(c) The Commissioners, if either party so desires within such time as the
Commissioners may allow, shall give the parties an opportunity of being
heard before such officer of the valuation office of the Commissioners as the
Commissioners may appoint for the purpose;

(d) The assessment when made shall be published to the parties and take effect
as if it were an award of an official arbitrator under this Act;

(e) If either party refuses or neglects to comply with any direction or requirement
of the Commissioners, the Commissioners may decline to proceed with the
matter, and in that case the question shall be referred to an official arbitrator
as if there had been no reference to the Commissioners, and the official
arbitrator when awarding costs shall take into consideration any report of the
Commissioners as to the refusal or neglect which rendered such a reference
to him necessary.

(3) Where a question is referred to an arbitrator under subsection (1) of this section, the
provisions of this Act, except sections one and four and so much of section three as
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requires proceedings to be in public and as provides for the fixing of fees, shall apply
as if the arbitrator was an official arbitrator.

(4) Either party to a claim for compensation may require the Commissioners for Inland
Revenue to assess the value of the land in respect of which the claim arises, and a copy
of any such assessment shall be sent forthwith by the Commissioners to the other party,
and a certified copy of such assessment shall be admissible in evidence of that value
in proceedings before the official arbitrator, and the officer who made the assessment
shall attend, if the official arbitrator so require, to answer such questions as the official
arbitrator may think fit to put to him thereon.


