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An Act to provide for the Appointment, Duties,
and Remuneration of Agents for Ships of War,
and for the Distribution of Salvage, Bounty,

Prize, and other Money among the Officers and
- Crews thereof. - [23d June 1864.]

with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assem-
bled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows :

BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

Preliminary.

1. This Act ‘may be cited as The Naval Agency and Distri- Short Title.
bution Act, 1864.

2. In this Act— Interpreta-

The Term *the Lords of the Admlralty means the Lord High %\%ﬁnﬁ
Admiral of the United Kingdom, or the Commissioners for
executing the Office of Lord High Admiral :

The Term “the High Court of Admiralty” means the High
Court of Admiralty of England ‘

The Term ¢ Ship of War” includes Vessel of War
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WZ Officers and Crew ” includes all Flaé WOﬁ’icers, Com-
manders, and other Officers, Engineers, Seamen, Marines, Sol-
diers, and others on board any of Her Majesty’s Ships of War.

3. Any Ship or Vessel belonging to Her Majesty, and in actual
Service, (other than a Ship of War,) may be declared by the Lords
of the Admiralty to be a Ship of War for the Purposes of this Act;
and all the Provisions of this Act shall thereupon apply to such bhlp
or Vessel, and shall continue to so apply as long as she then

continues in actual Service, but no longer.

Appointment of Ship’s Agent.

4. Each of' Her Majesty’s Ships of War shall at all Times while
in Commission have, for the Purposes of this Act, an Agent styled
the Ship’s Agent, to be appomted in the first instance as soon as
may be after the Shlp is put in Commission, and afterwards from

‘Time to Time as a Vacancy in the Office or other Occasion may

:requlre

5. The Ship’s Agent “shall - be apypointedy from Time to Time at
Pleasure by the Commanding Officer of the Ship for the Time bemg

by an ‘Instrument signed ‘and attested in- the Form glven in' the

Schedule to th1s Act.

6. Any such Instrument shall not have Eﬁ'ect unless and until it
is filed in the Reglstry of the High Court of Admlralty, Having been
previously registered in the Office of the Accountant General of the
Navy.
~ An official Copy of any suchInstrument under the Seal of the
ngh Court of Adrmralty shall be c0nc1us1ve Ev1dence thereof

'7 A Person holdlng any Oiﬁce or Employment in Her Ma_]estys
Service or under the Crown, or a Proctor, Attorney, or Solicitor,
shall not be capable of being a Ship’s Agent.

If any Person heing a Ship’s Agent, accepts any such. Office  or
Employment, or becomes a Proctor, Attorney, or Sohcltor, hlS ‘lp—
pointment as Ship’s Agent shall be thereby vacated.

8. A Partnershlp Body, not incorporated, may be appomted a
Shlp s Agent; and in that Case the Partners. for the Time being, or
any One or more of them, may act as the Agent; and any Change
of' Partners shall not affect the Appomtment ‘

- The Names of the Partners shall at the Time of Appomtment, and
from Time to Tlme on any Change happenlng, be registered in the

Office
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Office of the Accountant General of the Navy, and in the Reglstry
of the High Court of Admlralty :

9. The Appointment of the Ship’s Agent shall not be affected Change 0;
by a Change of the Commandmg Otﬁcel of the Shlp : m(;m(r)n%ﬁe;
10 The Shlps Agent shall at all Times have an Office or Place Office of
of :Business Wlthln Flve Mlles of the General Post Office, Lzmdon - Ship’sAgent.

11 The Shlp 8 Agent shall be subJect to the Jurisdiction and §hlpsAgent
Authorlty of the ngh Court of Admiralty as if he were an Officer to be amen-

able to High
of the Court, and in case of any Neglect or Misconduct on his Part Court of Ad-

shall be liable to be proceeded agamst and pumshed accordmgly . miralty,

Dutzes Qf Sth s Agent

12 It shall be the D,uty of the Ship’s Agent, by h1m<elf or by Ship’s Agent
a.proper Sub-Agent:appoiiited and remunerated by him, t6 take or tboha"t for
: X A . ip with
cause or procure:to be taken all Steps and Proceedings, and do or respect to
cause or procure to be done all Things, that may be necessary Salvage,
or proper to be taken or done for any Purpose on behalf or in the Pf;gt}é’w
Name of the Ship or of the Officers and ‘Crew thereof, or any of
them, in the several Cases following :
~ In case of Salvage' Services rendered to any Ship or:Cargo, or
otherwise, within the Meaning of the Enactments for the Time
being in force relating to Merchant Shipping : - ‘
- In case of any Breach of any Law respecting National Character
or otherwise relating to Merchant Shipping :
In case of any Seizure_for Breach of any LaW relatmg to the
Customs : : ' :
In case of any. Seizure or Capture under any Act relatmg to the
Abolition of the Slave Trade:
In case of any Matter arising out of an Attack on or Engage-
~ ment with Persons alleged to be Pirates, afloat or on Shore:
In case of any Capture, Re-capture, or Destruction of any Ship,
' Goods, or Thing in Time of War or Hostilities :
~In case of any special Service or other Matter ,in respect whereof
- any Grant, Reward, or Remuneration is payable. .

- Distribution of Salvage, Bounty, Prize, and other Money

13 Where in any of the several Cases aforesaid any Money is Taxation
dlstrlbutable among the Officers and Crew of any of Her Ma_}esty’s i?%ﬁ:g’;‘;‘}nt
Ships of War; the Costs, Charges, and Expenses of the Officers and Officers and
Crew and of the Ship’s Agent, and all other (if any) Costs, Charges, grew»t N
or Expenses properly chargeable against that Money, shall be paid BOmS, &

thereout before Distribution thereof, all such Costs, Charges, and
. Expenses
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Expenses being first taxed and allowed by the proper Officer of the
Court having Jurisdiction in the Case, and if there is no  such Court
then by the Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty.

14.. In the several Cases aforesaid, Money distributable among
the Officers and Crew of any of Her Majesty’s Ships of War, so far
as full Provision respecting the Distribution thereof is not made by’
or under any Act of Parliament other than this Act, shall be distributed
under the Direction of the Lords of the Admiralty in the Shares
in that Behalf specified in any Royal Proclamation or Order in
Council. :

15. The several Shares of any such Money as aforesaid shall be
paid to the Persons entitled thereto in such Manner, and subject and
according to such Restrictions, Conditions, and Provisions, as may from
Time to Time be directed by Order in Council.

Any Assignment, Sale, or Contract of or relating to any such
Money as aforesaid, payable in respect of the Services of any Petty

- Officer or Seaman, Non-commissioned Officer of Marines or Marine,

Exemption
from Stamp
Duty.

Forfeited
Shares and
Deduction of
5 per Cent.
to be carried
to Naval
Prize Cash
Balance.

other than such as may be made or entered into under the Authority
of and in conformity with any such Order in Council, shall be void.

16. All Bills, Orders, Receipts, and other Instruments drawn,
given, or made under the Authority or in pursuance of any such
Order in Council by, to, or upon any Officer or Person in the
Service of Her Majesty or of the Lords of the Admiralty, shall be
exempt from Stamp Duty. ’

17. All forfeited and unclaimed Shares and Balances of Prize
Money, and a Per-centage of Five Pounds in every One hundred
Pounds out of the Proceeds of all Prizes, and out of all Grants to the
Royal Navy and Marines, and out of all Bounty Money, and also out
of all other Money distributable in the several Cases aforesaid among
the Officers and Crew of any of Her Majesty’s Ships of War out
of which such Per-centage is at the Commencement of this Act
by Law deducted, shall, under the Direction of the Lords of the
Admiralty, continue to be carried to and to form Part of the Naval
Prize Cash Balance.

So much of the Naval Prize Cash Balance as the Lords of the
Admiralty think expedient shall from Time to Time by Her Majesty’s
Paymaster General, under the Authority and Direction of the Lords
of the Admiralty, be paid and transferred to the Consolidated Fund
of the United Kingdom. ‘ ‘

In case at any Time a Claim in respect of Prize or Bounty Money
is made which the Naval Prize Cash Balance is not sufficient to meet,

there
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there shall be paid out of the said Consolidated Fund a sufficient Sum
to meet such Claim. S

18. A Ship’s Agent shall be entitled, on Request, and on Pay- Agent may
ment of reasonable Expenses, to be furnished with Copies of or b‘it{l“g‘;;?:g
Extracts from any official Accounts kept under or for the Purposes of Accounts.
of this Act in relation to any of Her Majesty’s Ships of War for

which he is Agent.

Remuneration of Ship’s Agent.

19. Before any such Money as aforesaid is distributed among the Agent to
Officers and Crew of any of Her Majesty’s Ships of War there shall rzgi;‘ézlz &
be paid, under the Direction of the Lords of the Admiralty, to the 2k per Cent.
Ship’s Agent a Per-centage of Two and a Half per Centum on the net
Amount actually dlstrlbutable, as the sole. and full Remuneration of

the Ship’s Agent for his Services in the Case.

20. In the followmg Cases,— Apportion-

Where more than One of Her Ma_]esty s bhlps of War are entitled ’gggg‘f Per-
to participate in any such Money,— where more

Where the Ship’s Agent is changed pendlng Proceedings,— than One

Ship, or on
the Ship’s Agent’s Per-centage shall, in case of Difference, be Ch£1ge of

apportioned between or among the respective Agents of the several Agent.
Ships, or the several Persons havmg been and being the Ship’s
Agent (as the Case may be), in such Manner as the Registrar of

the High Court of Admiralty thinks just, having regard to the
Duration and. Character of the Services of the several Agents in

the Case, sub_]ect to Objection to the Registrar’s Award to be taken
béfore the Judge of the Court.

 Investment of Salvage, Boum‘y, Prize, and other Money.

21. Any Money for the Time being awaiting Distribution, but Powe to
for any Reason not immediately distributable as aforesaid , may, under ﬁ)dé?:.gilty
the Direction of the Lords of the Admiralty, be mvested in or on Investment -
any proper Stocks, Funds, or Securities; and the Proceeds of those ﬂi’g‘i‘t?fnPls'
Stocks, Funds, or Securities, and any Dividends or Interest accrued
due thereon, shall be distributed as the Money invested would have
been distributed if an Investment had not been made :

Provided that no such Investment shall be made of any Money
pending any adverse Claim thereto, except with the Consent of the

Claimant.

Decision as to Distribution or Investment.

22, Where any Question (whether in 1espect of asserted _]o1nt Power to

Capture, or in respect of Flag Shares, or in respect of any other glAIalgﬁ,'ﬁfy

3T Matter) to decide
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Questions ~ Matter) arises concerning the Distribution of any Money ‘distri-
’]';’il;‘givg’u:‘i’on butable as aforesaid, or concerning any Investment thereof, actual
&e. * or intended, the High Court of Admiralty shall have exclusive Juris-
diction - to hear and determlne the same; and any Person claiming
 an Interest in such Money, or the Lords of the Admlralty, may
apply to the High Court of Admiralty for a Judgment on that Ques-‘
tion ; and the Court, after hearing the Parties interested, shall deCIde
thereon, and such Decision shall be final, and shall' be binding on all

Persons concerned.

L Ry Mzscellaneous
Savings 23 Nothlng n thls Act shall—
g:eg}gfo‘;fn,' (1.) authorize a~Ship’s Agent or his Sub- Agent to practlse or
Captors, &e. —-act as_a Proctor, Attorney, Sohmtor, or other legal Practl-

tioner in any Court ; or
(2.) affect the Right' or Power of the Officers and Crew of any
of Her MaJestys Ships of War as Salvors, Seizors, Captors,
Re-captors, or otherwise, or of any of such Officérs and Crew,
to take or cause or procure to be tdken any Step or Pro-
- ceeding, or do or cause or procure to be done any Thing,
that may be necessary or proper to'be taken or done for
~any Purpose in- any Court or elsewhere, in’ ‘case of the
~ Absence or Default of the Ship’s Agent; or
(3) affect any Right or Power of Control, or other Authority,
‘ -that Her Majesty has- or may exercise in any Prlze Cause
or other Proceedlng

Not to affect 24.- ’\Tothlng in this Act shall invalidate an ‘Appointment of an
Appoint- A gent made before the Commencement of this Act under The Navy

ments of

Agents Prize Agents Act, 1863; but every Agent so appointed shall, from
‘213‘3&9’;7 Viet, the Commencement of thlS Act, be subject to this Act as 1f he were

¢. 116. appomted under it.

Power to 25. Her MaJesty in Council may from Time to Time make such

ﬁ’féiu?ﬁf“ ()rders as seem meet for the better Execution of this Act.

Orders in 26. EVery Order in Council ander this Act shall be published in

Council to  the London Gazette, and shall be laid before both Houses of. Parlia-

’g‘ec.gazetted ment within Thirty Days after the making thereof, if Parhament 1s
then sitting, and, if not, then within Thirty Days after the next
Meeting of Parliament.

Commence- 27. This Act shall: commence on such Day hbt a’later than the
ment of Act; First Day of January One thousand eight hundred and sixty- ﬁve as
Her Majesty in Council thinks fit to direct. -

SCHE-
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SCHEDULE.

Form of Appointment of Ship’s Agent.

I, ) (*) Commanding Officer of Her Majesty’s
(?) hereby appoint () of
* (%) to be the Ship’s Agent for the
Purposes of The Naval Agency and Distribution Act, 1864.
Dated the Day of .
o (Signed)  4.B.
Witness,
(Signed) C.D.

(1) Name of Officer.

(2) Description and Name of Ship.
(3) Name of Agent,

(%) Address of Agent,

1

LONDON:
Printed by Georce Epwarp Eyre and WirLiAM SPOTTISWOODE,
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. - 1864.
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