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Draft Order laid before Parliament under section 96(2)(b) of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, for
approval by resolution of each House of Parliament.

DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2015 No.
NORTHERN IRELAND

The Northern Ireland Assembly (Elections) (Forms) Order 2015

Made - - - - Rtk

Coming into force in accordance with article 1(2)

In accordance with section 7(1) and (2)(h) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000(1),the Secretary of State has consulted with the Electoral Commission prior to this Order being
made.

A draft of this Order has been laid before Parliament in accordance with section 96(2)(b) of the
Northern Ireland Act 1998(2) and approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament.

Accordingly, the Secretary of State, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 34(4) and (6) of
the Northern Ireland Act 1998, makes the following Order:

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Northern Ireland Assembly (Elections) (Forms) Order
2015.

(2) This Order comes into force on the day after the day on which it is made.
(3) In this Order—
“the 2001 Order” means the Northern Ireland Assembly (Elections) Order 2001(3);

“the 2008 Regulations” means the Representation of the People (Northern Ireland) Regulations
2008(4); and

“the elections rules” means the parliamentary elections rules contained in Schedule 1 to
Representation of the People Act 1983(5).

(1) 2000 c. 41; there have been amendments to section 7 but they are not relevant to this Order.

(2) 1998 c. 47; there have been amendments to section 96 but they are not relevant to this Order.

(3) S.1.2001/2599 was amended by S.1. 2002/1964, S.I. 2003/2989, S.1. 2007/308, S.1. 2009/256, S.I. 2010/2892; S.I. 2014/1116
and S.I. 2014/1804.

(4) S.1.2008/1741; relevant amendments are referenced in this Order.

(5) 1983 c. 2; relevant amendments are referenced in this Order.
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Amendments to Schedule 1 to the 2001 Order

2.—(1) Schedule 1 to the 2001 Order (application with modifications of statutory provisions
relating to elections)(6) is amended as follows.

(2) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, in the entry in respect of rule 44B of the elections
rules(7), in paragraph (3)(a) omit the words “and authenticated”.

(3) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of the form of ballot
paper in the Appendix of Forms in the elections rules—

(a) omit the words “the front of the”; and

(b) after “ballot paper” insert “(the form of front of ballot paper and the form of back of ballot
paper)”.
(4) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of the form of

directions for the guidance of the voters in voting in the Appendix of Forms in the elections rules,
for both paragraphs of the existing text, substitute—

“For the form substitute the form set out in the Annex to this Schedule.”.

(5) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of the form of
declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities in the Appendix of Forms in
the elections rules, before the existing text insert—

“For the form substitute the form set out in the Annex to this Schedule.”.
(6) The Annex to Schedule 1 to the 2001 Order is amended as follows.
(7) In the form of front of ballot paper—

(a) in the heading to that form, omit “front of”’; and
(b) replace the form with the form in Schedule 1 to this Order.

(8) Replace the form of directions as to printing the ballot paper with the form in Schedule 2
to this Order.

(9) After the form of directions as to printing the ballot paper, insert—

(a) the form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting in Schedule 3 to this Order;
and

(b) the form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities in
Schedule 4 to this Order.

Amendments to Schedule 2 to the 2001 Order

3.—(1) Schedule 2 to the 2001 Order (application and modification of provisions of subordinate
legislation relating to elections)(8) is amended as follows.

(2) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of regulation 12 of the
2008 Regulations (device referred to in rule 29(3A)(b) of the parliamentary elections rules), insert—

99 99

“In paragraph (7) for the words “mark a cross” substitute “record his vote”.

(3) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form A of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (elector’s official poll card), for both paragraphs of the existing
text substitute—

“For the words “UK Parliamentary” substitute “Northern Ireland Assembly”.

(6) Schedule 1 was substituted in its entirety by S.I. 2009/256. Other relevant amendments are referenced in this Order.
(7) Rules 44A to 44M are inserted by Schedule 1 to the 2001 Order as modifications to the parliamentary elections rules when
applied to Assembly elections as the Assembly elections rules.
(8) Schedule 2 was substituted in its entirety by S.1. 2009/256.
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For the words “UK or Irish passport” substitute “UK, Irish or EU passport™.”.

(4) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form Al of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (elector’s official postal poll card)(9), insert—

“For the words “UK Parliamentary” substitute “Northern Ireland Assembly”.”.

(5) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form B of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (proxy’s official poll card), insert—

“For the words “UK Parliamentary” substitute “Northern Ireland Assembly”.

For the words “UK or Irish passport” substitute “UK, Irish or EU passport™.”.

(6) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form Bl of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (proxy’s official postal poll card)(10), insert—
“For the words “UK Parliamentary” substitute “Northern Ireland Assembly”.”.

(7) After the entry in respect of Form D of Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (declaration as
to expenses required by section 75 of the 1983 Act), insert—

“Form E (proxy paper) For the words “UK Parliamentary” substitute
“Northern Ireland Assembly”.”.

(8) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form F of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (certificate of employment)(11), before the existing paragraph
insert—

“For the words “UK Parliamentary” substitute “Northern Ireland Assembly”.”.

(9) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form L of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (declaration of identity), for the existing text substitute—

“For the form substitute the form set out in the Annex to this Schedule.”.

(10) In the right-hand column of the Schedule, alongside the entry in respect of Form M of
Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (declaration of identity (combined polls)), for the existing text
substitute—

“For the form substitute the form set out in the Annex to this Schedule.”.
(11) At the end of the Schedule, insert the Annex in Schedule 5 to this Order.

Name
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
Date Northern Ireland Office

(9) The entry in respect of Form A1 was inserted by S.1. 2014/1804.

(10) The entry in respect of Form B1 was inserted by S.1. 2014/1804.

(11) The entry in respect of Form F was amended by S.I. 2010/2892.
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SCHEDULE 1 Article 2(7)

Form of ballot paper
Form of front of ballot paper
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Northern Ireland Assembly Election
[insert name of constituency] constituency

You can make as many or as few choices as you wish.

Put the number 1 in the voting box next to your first choice

Put the number 2 in the voting box next to your second choice

FPut the number 3 in the voting box next to your third choice. And so on.

BITTERN, Richard {1}
5 Down Street, Bangor, Co. Down PUP
Democratic Unionist Party =

DIPPER. Jeanna

8 Mourne View, Donaghadee, Co. Down

Independent

DIPPER, Martin ol
8 Magiligan Orive, Portafermy, Co. Dovwn SOLP

SOLP (Social Democratic and Labour Party)

FINCH, Jehn
29 Gilford Place, Millisle, Co. Down
Sinn Fein

48 |\

KITE, Julie
Glen Cottage, Banbridge, Co. Down
Independent

LINMNET, Harry
1 Gortin Mansions, Dromara, Co, Down %
Ulster Unionist Party

ROBIN, David
3 Strangford Road, Killinchy, Co. Down
Independeant

SPARROW, Anne
41 Devenish Dnve, Ballynahinch, Co. Daown

Independent

SWALLOW, Peter
3 Mourne View, Bangor, Co, Down

Independent

SWIFT, Lee
11 Moira Terrace, Newry, Co. Down
Independent

Form of back of ballot paper
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[Mumkbe-]
[Other unigue identifying marl]

Marthern Ireland Assembly electior i1the constituzney of [iniserd rame af
canstitency] on L 200
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SCHEDULE 2 Article 2(8)

Form of directions as to printing the ballot paper

Directions for printing the ballot paper

1. So far 3z ie practicable. tve arrargements set ous in paragraphs 2 e 11
must be pbserved in the printing of the ballot paper.

2. The followr ng worda nrust be printed an the ace:
ia) the heading "Morthern Ireland Assembly Election. firsen nawse of
canstivency) canstituency”
(b} the directian "ou can nake as many or ae few choices as you wish.
Fut the number - in the wotng box naxt to wour firgt cheice. Put the
numbcr Zin the valing box next to your second ehaize. Pus the aumber
3 ik the weting bow newt ta vourtkird cheics, And 2o an®;
ig] the names, addresses anc desoriptions. if ary of the persos show
in the saterrent of candicates nominated. in the same onder ag in that
atetment. and
id) the wards forming part o the emblemz mentioned at paragraph &
belaw.

3.8 bow rugt be prated areund:

[a)the heading referred to in paragragh 2(z) and

ihithe direction refemed to iv paragrmpk 25b
and the direction refarred to in paragraph 2By must be separaed from the
heacing rafamrad tein paragraph 20a by a honzantal rule axtandirg across tha
by

4. The felleer ng rules must be printed on the face:
[a)aspart of the box refer-ed to in paragraph 3;
(h)the harizrntal rile referred 10 inthat paragraph:
1] @ harizantal rulg aboyes the entry far tha first candidate;
Y horizamsal rules separat ng the entries far t1e candidates frorm oha
anather
le) a Forizontal rule below the entry for ihe last candidzte: and
(f1 as sart of the bowes on the right+and side of the Ballct paper whera
the wote is 10 be marked.

5. The horizantal rules referred to in pamgraphs 44c), (d) and (e must =
equally spaced.

BE. Tha baxasz referred to in paragraah 4if) must not touch any horizontal rale
and each ang st b2 equidistant bebweer the horzental rule ahave it and the
hiizental rule below it

7. Each ol lhe horizonbl ules refered leoin pareg-aph 4ol =aod (d) omost
extend fram a point level with the text on the eft-hand side of the page tc a
point directly above the righi-hand =dge of the bow below that rule.



Document Generated: 2023-08-03
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK
Statutory Instrument: The Northern Ireland Assembly (Elections) (Forms) Order 2015 No. 222

E. The horizontal rule refamed ta n pa-agraph 4421 must:
i@ exend fram @ peirt level wilth the test on the left hand side of the
page to 3 point direct y belowy the ight-hand 2dge of the box above thet
rule: and
(k) be thickar thar the ntaer hariznntal roles

O, Wheare a registered ernblem ks tc be prinled againgt a candidata's name -
(a) It must ae printed adiacant and te the richt of the candldate’s
partizulars; and
(b7 itz zize a3 princed must no’ exceed 2 ceqlimetrag squa‘e.

10. Allthe wards ob tae bant af the ballot paper musl apgear in the same lame
type excepl that —
@) the heading refemed te in paragraph 2ia) mugt appear in very large
and bald bipe:
(b} the direction referred to in paragraph 27b) must apaezrin very large
type and the wards “You can make as many ar as few choices as you
wigh,","1', 2%, "3"and “And za on” mast appear in bald fype;
(] the surname of @ach eandidate Fug appear n large capitaks and
bold type;
i1 the forenam= and ocher names of each candidate musl appear in
bzld type;
fah tha namas of ragisterad palitical partias and tha ward "Inds pandant®
must appearin hald typa.

11. The number and cther umique identifying mark mug: be printed cloge to
each other on the back of the bal a: pzper.
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SCHEDULE 3 Article 2(9)(a)

Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting

How to vote at this election

Go to the desk, tell the staff your name and

address and show your accepted form of

1
J photographic identification.
They will give you your ballot paper.

2 ‘ Take your ballot paper to a voting booth

Read the instructions in the booth and mark | f
‘ your ballct paper. E E‘ ,f'
— |
When you have marked your ballot paper, R
T‘ fold it 20 that nobody can see how you -#"}'H\,
. hawve voted. w

5 Put your folded ballot paper into the ballot
box. a

{!) Voting is secret. Do not let anyone see how you have voted
If you make a mistake or need help, just ask the staff.
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SCHEDULE 4 Article 2(9)(b)

Form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities

| Declaration for the companion of a voter with disabilities

Northorn Ircland Assombly Election

finserf name of constifuency] constituency
Dale of alecticn [day] [date] [manth] [year]

Ballat bex number:

& wvater with disabil fies i a weter wiho has made a declaration that ha'zhe is unalde to wate
without assistare.

Wizbar rama

Murnber an registar of elacto =

" Whara a peracn is voting as 3 prewy, tha number on ragistar muest be that of -he parson
for whem they ara woting.

Part 1 Te be sampleted by the wobsr's companion

Companlan namne

Camnnaninn adodress

| e been recuested 1o assist the eleckor narmed akwove bo record thelr vote at this
cleotion, | deelars that:
v | amentiled toovate as an clecter at this clection
ar
v | amthe “spousesciil partner™parent™brotherssister™child of 1he water with
d =ahbilties and ain 16 years of aga or owar
* Pleace delzta anicheser daes mot aoply
And
& | zwve nob previoushs ass sled mare than ore voter with disabilities atthe election.
If | hawe assistad ane othar voler their rare and addraas is:
[Cotrplele if 3aprapriate] Mame and
address af ather porseh assistod
MOTE — It i= @ criminal efence tr communicate at any time to any person any
informatich se to the way in which the voter imtende te vote orhas woted.
Companion Date
signatLra

Part 2 Te be completed by the Presiding Officer

|. the undersignad, being the Fresiding Cificer for:

Frlliryg station

Certily thal the albowve dedaration was Pre=ciding Off cer
signod in iy presahoe sigrature

Crate: | Tirre fouact:

10
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SCHEDULE 5 Atrticle 3(11)

Annex to Schedule 2

Form of declaration of identity

Frernt if dlvclarrrion

Declaration of [dentity

Morthern Ireland Assembly Election

[insert name of constiiuency] constitusncy
Cate af elaction [day] [date] [manth] [y=ar|

Important - you must fill in and return this declaration of identity
with your completed hallet papar for it to be counted.

Please raad the instructions on the back of this form carafully.

*Hame Ballet paper number

* Reiorning Cificor fo omit rama wher Solf (0 an alemameds slostor

{1 Coaeck that 1ha nuraber an the back of vour ballad paper matches the number
swn abave, If these do oot makch, @l us immediately cor iinsed nelpine
number;.

| am the per=zon the ballot paper numbwred above was sent to.

My Date of Hirth is: | | | | | | | | | |

May hnnth YRar

*My Signature is:
*Refuming Oftcer fa
arrl whare slacior Nas
been granted a walver.

We wrill chech this information against our records for security.

The votar has signad this declaration in my presence.

Wilness signature

The witness rmust be aged 1E ar over and satisfied ta the besl of their
knmeledge and helief as ta e dentity of e vntar

Please turn ower

11
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Back of declaration

@ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please contact us.

1. Foryour vote to be counted, you must fill in, in the presence of a witness,
and return this declaration of identity with your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in all the information on this declaration of identity
and your witness has signed it,

3. On the ballat paper, number the candidates in order of preference

Putting *1” against your first choice,
“2" against your second choice and so on.

4. You should not put the same number against more than one candidate,

5. You may number as many or as few candidates as you wish

6. Put the ballot paper in the smaller envelope marked "A" and s=al it. Then
put the envelope marked "A", together with this declaration of identity, in the
larger envelope marked “B".

7. We must receive your postal vote in the envelope provided by 10pm on
[day] [date of poll].

B. ARer recelving this postal vote, you cannot vate in person at a polling station
in this electon.

@ Getting Help

+ Ifyou need help to vote, you can ask someane you know or get advice by
calling the helpline. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you
voted.

+ Please call the helpline if you need information in another format or
language.

« [fyou make a mistake you can get a replacement if you return all your
postal vote documents. Call us immediately as we can only issue a
replacement before Spm on [day] [date] [month].

[insert heipline and other confact details including website]

Electoral fraud is a crime.

Issued by the Chief Electoral Officer.

Form of declaration of identity (combined polls)

12



Document Generated: 2023-08-03
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK
Statutory Instrument: The Northern Ireland Assembly (Elections) (Forms) Order 2015 No. 222

Fawri of derrfapvurion of idmrine {ramlfainesd polls)

Lot o f decbaraion

| Declaration of [dentity

Northorn Ircland Assombly Election

finserf name of constifuency] constituensy
Cate af alaction [day] [date] [rmonth] [vaar|

To ke retumed with the finsedt colayr of Fafiot peper] calowred ballot paper.

Important - you must fill in and return this declaration of identity
with your campleted kallot paper for it io be counted.

Flease read the instructions an the back of this farmm carefully.

*Mame Ballot paper numbear

T Heinning CMoar o oiE rama wheds SeN 0 a0 anof e s alector

{} Zaedde that 1h2 nurber an che back of yaur ballod paper matches the numhber
s abave, Ifthese do not match, call us immediately or (inser nelpine
number.

1 am the person the ballat paper numhberad ahave was sent ta.

My Date of Birth is: | | | | | | | | | |

Day Manth Year

*My Signature is:
“Reluraeg Officer o
amit whare elecfor hss
fgen granfed @ walver.

We vwill check this infonmation against our records for security,

Thea votar has slgnad this declaratlon In my prasanco.

Wibnusx signature

Tha withass must ba aged 15 ar ever and satisfiad o0 the bazl of their
knowledas and bellef as ta e kKentity of the votar,

Please turn owver
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Back of decloration

o Instructions for voting by post

Please read th raugh carefully, If you need hElP, please contact us.

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in, in the presence of a witness, and
return this declaration of identity with your ballot paper. You must do this even if
you have already signed a similar declaration of identity for another election to be
held on the same day.

2. Make sura you have filled in all the mformation on this declaration of identity and
your witness has signed it.

3. On the ballot paper, number the candidates in order of preference

Putting “1” against your first choice,
“2" against your second choice and so on.

4. You should not put the same number against more than one candidate.

5. Youmay number as many or as few candidates as you wish.

6. Different colours are used for the ballot papers for each election. Each ballot paper
has its own ballet paper enveleps (the smaller emvelope marked “A7), declaration of
identity and covering envelope (the larger envelope marked "B"). The covering
aenvelope and declaration of identity will refer to the colour of the ballot paper. Itis
important to use the cormect envelopes and declaration of identity.

7. Place each ballot paper in the comect smaller envelope marked “A" and seal it
Than put the envelepe marked “A", tegether with the correct dectaration of identity,
in the correct larger envelope marked "B" and seal it

B. We must receive your postal vote in the envelope provided by 10pm on [day]
[date of poll].

5. After receiving this postal vote, you cannot vote in person at a polling station in this
alection.

@ Getting Help

+ [If you need halp to vote, you can ask someone you know or get advice by calling
the helpline. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

+ Please contact us if yeu need information in another farmat or lnguage.
+ [f you make a mistake you can get a replacement if you return all your postal vote

documents, Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before
Spm on [day] [date] [month].

[insert heipline and other confact details including website]

Electoral fraud is a crime.

Izsued by the Chief Electoral Officer,

14
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Order)

Schedules 1 and 2 to the Northern Ireland Assembly (Elections) Order 2001 apply certain provisions
of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2) and the Representation of the People (Northern
Ireland) Regulations 2008 (S.1. 2008/1741) to elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly. The forms
for use at parliamentary elections are amended by the Parliamentary Elections (Forms) (Northern
Ireland) Order 2015. Articles 2 and 3 of this Order amend Schedules 1 and 2 to apply those amended
provisions to Assembly elections, with appropriate changes.

The forms which have been changed for Assembly elections (whether by modification or substitution
of parliamentary forms) are the forms relating to ballot papers, directions as to printing the ballot
paper, declarations to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities, poll cards, postal poll
cards, proxy poll cards, proxy postal poll cards, guidance for voters, proxy papers, certificates of
employment, declarations of identity, and declarations of identity at combined polls.

An impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no impact on the private or
voluntary sectors is foreseen.
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