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DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2013 No.

The Universal Credit Regulations 2013

PART 1
INTRODUCTION

The Benefit Unit

Couples

3.—(1)  This regulation makes provision in relation to couples, including cases where both
members of a couple may be entitled to universal credit jointly without each of them meeting all
the basic conditions referred to in section 4 of the Act (see paragraph (2)) and cases where a person
whose partner does not meet all the basic conditions may make a claim as a single person (see
paragraph (3)).

(2)  A couple may be entitled to universal credit as joint claimants where—
(a) one member does not meet the basic condition in section 4(1)(b) (under the qualifying age

for state pension credit) if the other member does meet that condition; or
(b) one member does not meet the basic condition in section 4(1)(d) (not receiving education)

and is not excepted from that condition if the other member does meet that condition or
is excepted from it.

(3)  A person who is a member of a couple may make a claim as a single person if the other
member of the couple—

(a) does not meet the basic condition in section 4(1)(a) (at least 18 years old) and is not a
person in respect of whom the minimum age specified in regulation 8 applies;

(b) does not meet the basic condition in section 4(1)(c) (in Great Britain);
(c) is a prisoner; or
(d) is a person other than a prisoner in respect of whom entitlement does not arise by virtue

of regulation 19 (restrictions on entitlement),
and regulations 18 (capital limit), 36 (amount of elements) and 22 (deduction of income and work
allowance) provide for the calculation of the award in such cases.

(4)  Where two people are parties to a polygamous marriage, the fact that they are husband and
wife is to be disregarded if—

(a) one of them is a party to an earlier marriage that still subsists; and
(b) the other party to that earlier marriage is living in the same household,

and, accordingly, the person who is not a party to the earlier marriage may make a claim for universal
credit as a single person.
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(5)  In paragraph (4) “polygamous marriage” means a marriage during which a party to it is
married to more than one person and which took place under the laws of a country which permits
polygamy.

(6)  Where the claimant is a member of a couple, and the other member is temporarily absent
from the claimant’s household, they cease to be treated as a couple if that absence is expected to
exceed, or does exceed, 6 months.
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