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DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No.

The Housing (Northern Ireland) Order 2003

PART III
GRANTS, &c. FOR RENEWAL OF PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING

CHAPTER III

GROUP REPAIR SCHEMES

Participation in group repair scheme

Persons eligible to participate in group repair scheme

94.—(1)  A person is eligible to participate in a group repair scheme if at the date of the approval
of the scheme—

(a) he has an owner’s interest in a dwelling or other premises comprised in a building to which
the scheme relates, and

(b) as respects the dwelling or other premises in which he has an owner’s interest he either—
(i) is able to give possession of any part of the building to which scheme works are

proposed to be carried out, or
(ii) has the consent of the occupier of that part to the carrying out of those works.

In the case of a scheme not submitted for specific approval, the date of approval
shall be taken to be the date on which the Executive decides that the scheme
fulfils the criteria for general approval.

(2)  A person eligible to participate in a group repair scheme may participate as an assisted
participant—

(a) if the owner’s interest which he has is an interest in a dwelling and he gives an owner-
occupation certificate or a certificate of intended letting, or

(b) if the owner’s interest which he has is an interest in a house in multiple occupation and
he gives a certificate of future occupation.

This paragraph is subject to the exceptions specified in paragraph (7) or (8), or by
order under paragraph (9).

(3)  An “owner-occupation certificate” certifies that the person concerned—
(a) has an owner’s interest in the dwelling, and
(b) intends that throughout the protected period he, or a member of his family, will live in the

dwelling, as his (or that member's) only or main residence.
(4)  A “certificate of intended letting” certifies that the person concerned—

(a) has an owner’s interest in the dwelling, and
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(b) intends that throughout the protected period the dwelling will be let or available for letting
as a residence and not for a holiday to someone other than a member of his family.

In sub-paragraph (b) “letting” does not include letting on a long tenancy.
(5)  In paragraph (4) references to letting include the grant of a licence to occupy premises.

References in this Chapter to tenants, and other expressions relating to tenancies, in the context
of a certificate of intended letting, shall be construed accordingly.

(6)  A “certificate of future occupation” certifies that the person concerned—
(a) has an owner’s interest in the house, and
(b) intends that throughout the protected period the house or a part of it (specified in the

certificate) will be residentially occupied, or available for residential occupation, under
tenancies or licences by persons who are not connected with the owner for the time being
of the house.

In sub-paragraph (b) “residential occupation” does not include occupation for a
holiday and “tenancies” does not include a long tenancy.

(7)  A registered housing association, which has an owner’s interest in a dwelling or other premises
comprised in a building to which a group repair scheme relates, is eligible to participate in the
scheme, but only as an unassisted participant.

(8)  The Executive may participate in a group repair scheme by including in the scheme a dwelling
or other premises comprised in a building in which it has an owner’s interest.

(9)  The Department may by order exclude any person from participating in a group repair scheme
as an assisted participant.

(10)  An order under paragraph (9) may proceed wholly or in part by reference to the provisions
relating to entitlement to housing benefit, or any other form of assistance, as they have effect from
time to time.

(11)  A person eligible to participate in a group repair scheme who is unable to participate as an
assisted participant may participate as an unassisted participant.
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