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Parochial Registers and
Records Measure 1978

1978 No. 2

Miscellaneous

20 Searches of certain register books.

(1) Every person having the custody of any register book of baptisms or burials, being
an incumbent, priest in charge or churchwarden, shall at all reasonable hours allow
searches to be made in that book on payment of such fee, if any, as may be prescribed
by any order for the time being in force made under the M1Ecclesiastical Fees Measure
1962 and shall, if requested to do so, give a copy certified under his hand of any entry
in that book on payment of such fee, if any, as may be so prescribed.

(2) Where any register books of baptisms or burials are deposited in a diocesan record
office—

(a) the chief officer of that office shall at all reasonable hours allow searches to
be made in any such book and shall, if requested to do so, give a copy certified
under his hand of any entry therein; and

[F1(b) the authority under whose control that office is, not being a local authority,
may charge such fees, if any, for allowing a search to be made in any such
book or for providing a copy of an entry therein as is payable to an [F2diocesan
board of finance] for the same service by virtue of any order for the time being
in force made under the Ecclesiastical Fees Measure 1962.]

(3) Where any register books of marriages are deposited in a diocesan record office,
section 63 of the M2Marriage Act 1949 (searches in marriage register books) shall have
effect as if for references therein to an incumbent [F3and to the parochial church council
of the parish] there were substituted references to the chief officer of that office.

[F4(3A) Where a search is made under subsection (1) or (2) above or, in the case of a register
book of marriages wherein the first entry was made before 1st July 1837, under the said
section 63 the person having the custody of the register book or the chief officer may
require the search to be made in an authenticated photographic copy of the register
book; and for the purposes of this subsection a copy shall be regarded as authenticated
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if it bears a certificate signed by the person who had the custody of the register book
or the person who was the chief officer, as the case may be, at the time the certificate
was issued to the effect that it is a true copy of the register book.

(3B) Where a search is required under subsection (3A) above to be made in an authenticated
photographic copy of a register book, the person making the search may request the
person having custody of the register book (the “ custodian ”) or chief officer to
allow the search to be made in the register book on the grounds that the copy is
not accurate or that the quality of reproduction of the copy is not adequate for the
purpose of the search; and thereupon the custodian or chief officer, if satisfied that the
grounds for the request are reasonable or if directed to do so by the archdeacon under
subsection (3C) below, shall allow the search to be made in the register book, but only
under the supervision of the custodian or chief officer or other person designated by
the custodian or chief officer for the purposes of this subsection.

(3C) Where a search is required under subsection (3A) above to be made in an authenticated
photographic copy of a register book and a request made under subsection (3B) above
is refused, the person making the search may refer the matter to the archdeacon of the
archdeaconry in which the parish to which the register book belongs is situated; and
thereupon the archdeacon, if satisfied that the grounds for the request are reasonable,
may direct the custodian or chief officer to allow the search to be made in the register
book.]

(4) No part of any fee paid to the chief officer of a diocesan record office by virtue of this
section shall be payable by him to any person who would have had the custody of any
register book had it not been deposited in that office.

[F5(5) Nothing in subsections (2) and (3) above shall be taken as affecting the powers of local
authorities under section 1 of the Local Government (Records) Act 1962 (power to
promote adequate use of records).]

[F6(6) This section shall so far as applicable and with the necessary modifications, apply in
relation to the custody or deposit of register books of baptisms, burials or marriages
provided for any cathedral or collegiate church or any other church or chapel which
does not belong to a parish.]
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