EXECUTIVE NOTE

THE SEED (SCOTLAND) (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS
2010

S.S.12010/219

1. The above instrument was made in exercise of the powers conferred by sections
16(1), (1A), (2), (3), (4), and (5), 17(1), (2), (3) and (4) and 36 of the Plant Varieties and
Seeds Act 1964" and in accordance with section 16(1) of that Act, the main industry
representatives have been consulted. The instrument is subject to negative resolution
procedure.

Background and Policy Objectives

2. The principle purpose of these Regulations is to amend 4 sets of seed marketing
regulations which govern the marketing of seeds of various agricultural crops in Scotland.
The 4 statutory instruments which will be amended by this SSI (“the 2010 Regulations™) are-

the Cereal Seed (Scotland) Regulations 2005 (S.S.1 2005/328);

the Fodder Plant Seed (Scotland) Regulations 2005 (S.S.12005/329);

the Oil & Fibre Plant Seed (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (S.S.1 2004/317); and
the Vegetable Seed Regulations 1993 (S.1. 1993/2008).

The changes are required in order to implement, in Scotland, Commission Directive
2009/74/EC (O.J. N°. L 166, 27.6.2009, p.40). The Directive makes changes to the botanical
names of some plants, the scientific names of some pests and it has made changes to certain
schedules to take account of recent developments in scientific and technical knowledge.
Timing

The 2010 Regulations will come into force on 30 June 2010.

The 2010 Regulations

3. The specific changes that will be made to the 4 seed marketing regulations are:
e Changes to scientific and botanical names
Botanical reclassification of a number of plant species has meant that the Latin names of

certain plant species need to be amended in the Cereal Seed, Fodder Plant Seed and Oil &
Fibre Plant Seed regulations.

! Section 16 was amended by the European Communities Act 1972 (c.68), section 4(1) and Schedule 4,
paragraph 5(1) and (2). See section 38(1) for the definition of “the Ministers”. The functions of the Secretary
of State were transferred to the Scottish Ministers by virtue of section 53 of the Scotland Act 1998 (c.46)



e Increase in seed lot size for some pulse seed e.g. peas and beans

The International Seed Testing Association has revised its standards in respect of the
maximum weights of seed lots and it is now possible to increase the maximum weight of seed
that can be certified as a single consignment for the pulses in the vegetable regulations -

(a) for seeds of ‘Broad bean’, ‘French bean’ and ‘Pea’ the seed lot weight is increased
from 25 to 30 tonnes;

(b) for ‘Runner beans’ the seed lot weight is increased from 20 to 30 tonnes.

It is noted that a consolidation of the Vegetable Seeds Regulations 1993 is currently
underway.

¢ Germination standard for naked barley and super-sweet corn has been reduced.

As naked barley is susceptible to physical damage which can reduce germination, the
minimum germination requirements have been reduced for this species through an
amendment to this standard in the Cereal Seed (Scotland) Regulations 2006.

Varieties of super sweet corn have a number of problems associated with breeding. The seed
is low in vigour and is more susceptible to disease, these combined make it difficult for the
germination standard of 85% to be achieved and therefore a reduced germination rate of 80%
has been set.

Consultation

4. The following bodies have been consulted during the preparation of the 2010
Regulations-

e NFU Scotland (NFUS)

e Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC)

e Scottish Seed Trade Association (SSTA)

e Scottish Timothy Seed Growers Association (STSGA)

No responses to the consolation exercise were received.
Financial Effects
5. As these changes to the seed marketing regulations have no financial impact on the

seed industry, no Regulatory Impact Assessment has been prepared.

Rural & Environment Directorate
Agriculture and Rural Development
1 June 2010
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