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The Mental Health Tribunal for Scotland
(Practice and Procedure) Rules 2005

PART VII
GENERAL RULES

Evidence

Experts' reports

62.—(1)  The Tribunal may, if any issue arises in relation to any proceedings on which, in the
opinion of the Tribunal, it would be desirable for the Tribunal to have the assistance of an expert,
appoint a person having appropriate qualifications to inquire into and report on any matter.

(2)  Subject to rule 47, the Tribunal shall supply the parties with a copy of any written report
received under paragraph (1) in advance of the hearing.

(3)  The Tribunal may direct that the expert shall attend the hearing and give oral evidence.
(4)  The Tribunal shall pay to an expert appointed under this rule such an amount in respect of

necessary expenses incurred in preparing and producing any written report, and for attendance at
the hearing as the President shall direct.

(5)  Subject to the following paragraphs, where any relevant person obtains in relation to an issue
before the Tribunal a written report from a person having expertise in any subject relevant to that
issue, that relevant person shall send a copy of the report to the Tribunal 7 days prior to the next
hearing of the Tribunal

(6)  A relevant person may send a request to the Tribunal for permission not to send a report to
the Tribunal under paragraph (5), giving reasons for the request and, pending consideration of that
request, the copy report need not be produced

(7)  The Tribunal may afford the relevant person making the request an opportunity to be heard
either by the Convener alone or with such other members as the Tribunal may direct.

(8)  The Tribunal shall, in deciding the request, consider any representations made, and may
either–

(a) give permission to the relevant person not to send part or all of the report in question; or
(b) order that part or all of the report be sent to the Tribunal within such time as the Tribunal

may specify.


