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ORDER IN COUNCIL, DATED 3RD JANUARY 1972, MADE UNDER SECTION 99 OF 
THE NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1966. 

By THE GOVERNOR IN THE PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

GREY OF NAUNTON 

WHEREAS at London on 14th September 1971, an Agreement on social 
security between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Government of the Republic of Ireland (which 
Agreement is .'set out in the Schedule and is hereinafter referred to as "the 
Agreement") was signed on behalf of those Goverrtments: 

AND WHEREAS by Article 13 of the Agreement it is provided that the 
Agreement should come into force on 23rd September 1971: 

AND WHEREAS by section 99 of the National Insurance Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1966(a), it is provided that the Governor of Northern Ireland may 
by Order in Council make provision for modifying or adapting that Act in 
its application to oases affected by agreements with other governments pro
viding for reciprocity in matters specified in tha~ section: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RALPH FRANCIS ALNWICK, BARON GREY OF NAUNTON, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, Officer of 
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, Governor of Northern 
Ireland, in pursuance of the said section 99, and of all other powers enabling 
me in that behalf, by ap,d with the advice of the Privy Council of Northern 
Ireland, do hereby order as follows: 

Citation and commencement 
1. This Order may be cited ,as the National Insurance (Republic of Ireland) 

Order (Northern Ireland) 1972 and shall come into operation with effect from 
23rd September 1971. 

Modification of Acts 
2. The provisions contained in the Agreement shall have full force and 

effect, so far as they relate to Northern Ireland ana provide for reciprocity 
in any matters specified in section 99(1) of the National Insurance Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1966; and the National Insurance Acts (Northern Ireland) 
1966 to 1971 shall have effect subject to such modifications as may be 
required therein for the purpose o~ giving effect to any such provisions. 

GIVEN at Government House, Hillsborough, this 3rd day of January 1972. 

(a) 1966. c. 6 (N.I.). 

H. V. Kirk 
W. K. Fitzsimmons 
W. I. Long 
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SCHEDULE 

AGREEMENT ON SOCIAL SECURITY BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

No. 4 

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the Government of the Republic of Ireland; 

Desirous of amending the Agreements on social security which have been 
signed on their behalf and extending the scope of those Agreements; 

Have agreed as follows:. 

ARTICLE 1 

(1) This Agreement shall be read as one with the Agreement on Social Security 
which was signed on behalf of the Contracting Parties at Dublin on 28 February 
1966, a·s amended by the Agreement ·on Social Security which was signed on 
their behalf at Dublin on 3 October 1968 (hereinafter called, respectively, "the 
Agreement of 1966" and "the Agreement or 1968"), . 

(2) In Article 1 (1) of the Agreement of 1966, for the definitions of "coOmpetent 
authority", "oOld age benefit" and "yearly average" there shall be, respectively, 
substituted the following definitions: 

"coOmpetent authority" means, in relation to the. United Kingdom, l:lccqrding 
to the context, the Secretary oOf State for Social Services or the Ministry of 
Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland or the Isle of Man Board 
of Social Security and, in relation to the Republic of Ireland, the Minister 
foOr Social Welfare; 

"oOld age benefit" means retirement pension (oOther than graduated retirement 
benefit) under the legislation ·or the United Kingdom and ~etirement 
pension or ,dId age (contributory) pension under' the legislatioOn of the 
RepublicoOf Ireland; 

"yearly average", with respect to any person, means-
(a) in relation ,toO the legislatioOn oOf the United Kingdom, 'the yeady .average 

or ,the contrihutions paid :by or credited toO him ascertained in accord
ance with that legislation at the date ·of his attaining pensionable age oOr 
dying under that age; 

(b) in relation to the legislation of the Reptiblic ot'- Ireland, the average 
per coOl1!tributioOn year oOf· the contributions paid by oOr credited to him. 
ascertained in accordance with that legislation for the purposes ·of·satis
fying, according <to the context, 
(i) the third contribution conditioOn foOr either retirement pensioOn or old 

age (contributoOry) pensioOn or 
(ii) the second contribution condition set out in paragraph 4(b)(ii} ·of 

the Fourth Schedule to ,the Social Welfare. Act, 1952 (as amep.ded 
by the Social Welfare (MiscellaneoOus Pro.visions) Act, 1966) for 
widow's (contributoOry) pensioOn by virtue of the insurance ·of the 
widow's late husband. 

(3) At the end of Article 1(1) of the Agreement of 1966, as amended by Article 
3(2) of :the Agreement oOf 1968, there shall be added the foHowing definitions: 

"contribution oOf the appropriate class" means a contribution under the legis
lation oOf one (or the otber) country having effect for all the pui:poses .of the 
benefit in question; 

"invalidity pension" . has <the meaning assigned toO it in the legislation con-
cerned; .' .. 

"relevant reciproOcal proOvisioOns" means the proOvisioOns oOf any re9iprocal agree
ment made before 1966 between the Contracting Parties oOr the coOmpetent 

.. "authorities of ,the 'two oouniries." ..... ... .. .. '.' . 
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(4) The relevant reciprocal prQvisions, .apd the prQvisiQns. 'Of the Agreement 
'of 1966. 'and the Agreement of 1968, concerJ,ling sickness benefit and disability' 
benefit shall apply tQ invalidity pensiQn in the same way as they apply tQ sickness 
benefit and disability benefit provided that Article 7(1)(aa) 'Of the Agreement 'Of 
1960 and Article 7(2)(00) .of the Agreement of 1964 shall nQt apply. 

(5) For the purposes 'Of any 'Of the provisions .of this Agreement in relation to 
widow's benefit,( no accoun,t shall/be taken of any contributions paid by or 

. credited tQ the widQW either bef()re or after her late husband's death. 

ARTICLE 2 

. T4e releyant reciprocal prQvisiQns 'On maternity grants. shall no longer apply 
but in. their place the following provisions .shall apply: 

(l). FQrthe purpQse 'Of any claim to r~ceive a maternity grant UiIder the legis
lation of ,one c()untry, a WQman who is in, .or is confiped iq, the ·other 
country shall be treated as if she were, respectively; in. or confined in, 
the former country. 

(2) Where, but for the provisions of this paragraph, a wom\ln would have 
been entitled to receive maJ1:ernity grants for the same confinement under 
the legislation of both coun:tri~s, she shall pe entitled to recelve a grant 
or grants only under that legislation under which the grant or the sum 
of the grants, as the case may be, is greater. . 

(3) If, but fQr the prQvisions 'Of this Article, a WQman would not be entitled 
to receive a maternity grant under the legislatiQn of either country, then, 
for the Pllrpose 'Of her claim to receive a gral1lt .or, grants under the legis
lation 'Of the country in which she is confined .or, if she is not confined 
in either country, under the legislation 'Of that country in which she was 
last ordinarily resident before her confinement, any contril;mtion of the 
apprQpriaote class paid ,or credited under ,the legislation o,t the othercQuntry 
shall be treated as jf it were, respectively, a contribution of the appropriate 
class paid or credited under the legislation of the fQrmer country. 

ARTICLE 3 

, (1) Where aJ,1 insured per,s on claims unemployment benefit under the legisla.tiQn 
of 'One cou,ntry, having completed, since his last arrival in that country, spells of 
emplQyment in that country which amount in the aggregate to at least six weeks, 
the relevant reciprocal provisions on unemployment benefit shall not apply to 
him but, for the purpose ,of his claim, he shall be treated as if any contribution 
of the appropriate class whiCh he h(t'S paid' ot had ctedited to him under the 
legislation of the other country were, respectively, a contriobution 'Of ·the apprQ
priate class which he had paid or had had credited to him under the legisla,tion 
of the former c.ountry. 

(2) For .the pur-pose of applying the ptovisions, 'Of paragraph (1) of this Article, 
:no account shall be taken of any spell of employment for which contributions 'Of 
the appropriate class. are not payable under the legislation under which the 
claim is made .. 

(3) The ntlmbe~ of days for which an insured person would, but fQr the prQ
visi.ons of .this paragraph, be entitled to receive unemployment benefit under the 
legislatiQn of 'One .couptry by virtlle 'Of paragraph (1) .Qf this Article shall be 
reduced by the number of days for which he has received it under the legisla.,tion 
Of the other country in the same period 'Of ipterruption of employment, as 
defined in the legislation of the former country. : 
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ARTlCLE4 . . _ "" , 

~:':"i:::N~ on~':shaU be entitled, after the entry jnto f6~ceof this'Agreem~rit, to ~~k~ 
an election 1,lnder Part Il or Part III of the Agreement of'I966, Imt any· ele:o~ioii 
made before the entry into force of this Agreement may be cancelled anp, -where 
an election is so cancelled, no right shall exist to any further oonefit tinder the 
[egisla,tion of the . Republic of Ireland arising either directly or· .indirectly out of 
that electipn~ " -.' ..' . 

ARTICLE 5 
1 • " 1,. -.; ~ 

Where the contribution conditions for old age benefit or widow's benefit are 
satisfied under the legislation of one'country or both countries and no election 
has been made under Part Il ,or Part III of the Agreement of 1966 or any elec
tion so made has been cancelled, b~nefit shall be paid subject, tothe"provisions 
of the legislation of that :one couniry or both countries, a:s the case may be: 
provided thaJt nothing tin this Article shall confer a right. ,to. dOllble benefit in 
respect. of a' child or an adult dependant and, in any case where but for ·this pro
vision a person would have a tight ,to such dOllble benefit, an i.ncr~ase of benefit 
in respect of the child or adult depehdantshall be paid oillY, unger'·-the'legislation 
of the country which provides the higher total payment by way of such ilicrease~ 
in that case ·or, where such total payments are of equal amouni, only under the 
legislation 9f-'-' . . . .. .. 

, (a) .t4!Ji '09untry in which the person ordinarily resides, or ' . 
(b) if he is not ordinarily resident in either country, that country in which he 

was last ordinarily resident. 

ARTICLE 6 

(1) If,' but for the provisions of this Article, no old age bene.fit· or widow's 
benefit would be paya.ble under the legislation ,of ·one cquntry but such benefit 
would be so payable if the provisions of paragraph (3) of this ArtiCle were 
applied, and the total number of contributions paid by ah in~ured person under 
the legislaHon' ,of the other country were added to the total number of co'ntribu
tions paid by him under the legislation of .the first country, and his 'yearly average 
under the legislation of the other country were added to his year~y average under 
the legislation of the first country, then old age benefit- or widow's benefit, as the 
case may be, shall1be payaJble under the legislation of the first country. 

(2) Where old age ,benefit ·or wicl<YW',& b.enefit is paya.ble under the legislation 
of one country by virtue ,of paragra.ph (1) of ihis Article, the rate of that Ibenefit 
sh!l:lJ be~a:p~l'It ,gf ,the ;rate at which~t would be paidJf the .number: ~f contribu
tion~. pa,iq., unqer t4e' Jegislation of the other country. were agded, to the nurpber 
p~i4 :J.l.i?d,~r:;the legisla,tjon of the first country and the. y~arl-y; ~verag'e, uncier)J.1e 
legisJati9t!._()f th{j'otb;er country were Ia,dded to the yearly average under. the..reg~s" 
.lation of, .. the first 'country, namely,-that part which bears the. same' relation to ·the 
whole>as;the''yearlyaverage under the legislation or the first country .bears,to' $e 
sum of ih? :ye~rlY· _averages under the [egislation of ,the two countries: pFQvided 
that wheire, the, benefit is payable under the legislatIori 'o[ the Repi,tblic at lreiland, 
no . account shall be taken of any increase of that benefit ,under." section-' 26(4} of 
the Social Welfare Act, 1952, in the calculation of the rate"of benefit 'payable 
but: ~uch' .incJ;~~lse, where .pflyable, shall be paid il). full. , ':". , 

:'" (3) In':~plyitlg th~provisions of ·paragraphs. (1) and (2) of th:fs, Artiole in 
relation'to oldwgebenefit or widow's benefit under the legislation"of ,th~ Repuglic 
of Ireland, the date of the insured ,person's entry into insuranceun4~,f' .. the ~egi$' 
[ation of the United Kingdom shal1-
, "" (a) .. itLjt':w,a.S on, "or' after 5 January 1953, but before' he. entered ins~tance 

" ',t ':,' undeh the' legisla.tion of the ,Republic of'Ireland, be tr~ted Jis:the date"of 
his entry into insurance under the legislati:on of the RepUblic ,of Ireland, 

I::'t:).. :. ~ ana:" '; , , ' , ., , . " , . , , "; '" ! . ,<, 
fb} if 'it wa:s 'befor~ 5 January :1953, be .treated as a date Of.e'ntFy':·intb 

insurance under the legislation of the Republic of h'elantt' ~' ,: .. ":' 
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-IJCi (4:),i.Cf.he·'pravisioIlS of paragraph (1) of this Article· shall apply"in :'relati:on to 
anY"cIaim only if the conditions for the benefit in question, other·than contribu
tipn conditi.ons are satisfied under the legislation of both countries. 

'. (5) Where ·the yearly average under the legislation of one country, . the pro
,,,i,sl'oU::> ,of paragra:ph (3) of this Article . having been applied where appropriate, 
.isJ~,i>· tban tb.re~;. no benefit shall be payable uncler that legi\~lation by virtu\~ 'Of 
the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article. 

(6) Where a man who, ,by vil'ltue of this Article, is entitled under the legislation 
of the Republic of Ireland to payIJ:).ep.t of· old age benefit which includes an 
increase in respect of his wife, dies, such entitlement shall not be taken into 
'account':hi"determlning .the widto,w's entitlement to widow's benefit· ,under' that 
legislation. . . '.' . . . 

ARTICLE 7 
' •• 1 "f", '1,'- . !' , 

." (1)' For the' purpos~ of any claim to receive a death grant- under the legislati:<>ia 
of one country, a death which occurred in the other country shall be fi'eated as if 
it had occurred in the first oountry and, if the deceased was last ordinarily resident 
in the other country immediately before his death, he shall be treated as if he had 
been ·ordinarily resident at that time in the first country . 

. ~ ~';'-'(2) \Vli~re, but for'the .provisions of this paragraph, death grants would haye 
O:e~.ii,-.paya.ble· in respect of the same death under tht< legislation of both countries, 
'onlY: the. .greater of these ',grants shall' be paid, and if the grants shoUld, be of 
'equal'iunount; only that grant shall be paid which is payable under the legislation 
9J,,the country in which the oeath occurred or, if it occurred in neither.. co~ntr.y, 
under' the legisl~ition of the country in which the deceased was ,last ordinarily 
resident. ,,-

f .. : ... .'1 ,':' ":, •. :.,.,.' . • j" :". \" 

.... ~ (;3) If, .but (or the provisions of this paragraph, no death grant Would have beep 
'paY·a1)le· i,n 'respect of a death under the legislation of either country, then, f()f 
the-'purpose of a claim to receive a: grant uJ:lder the legislation' of 'tbat cou.ntry 
in which the death occurred, or, if it occurred in neither country, under the legis
lation of that country in which the deceased was last ordinarily resident, any 
contribution ,of the appropriate class paid or credited under the legislation of the 
other oounrtry shall be treated as if it were, respectively, a contrihution of the 
approprjate .class, paid or credited under the legislation of the first coun,fry. 

,'::{':(4):~:~or_ the :pur;ose of applying the provisions of paragraph (3) o(~hi~ )o.>ticie 
\1(> llC<!9unt ,shall be taken of a contribution under the legislation ·of iliheUnited 
Kingdom if it was paid or credited for a week for which lit eontributi.on paid or 
credited, as the case may be, under the legislation of the Republic of Ireland 
would not have effect for the purpose of death grant under that legislation. 

- '.' 
'.; 

-: -j-: . 
ARTICLE 8 

. :: ,Whel,'e,:i1J- relation to any claim to receive old age benefit or widow's" benefit, 
jt, i~:'-found, tl1at ~)1e -insured person was paid sickness benefit, disability benefit 
or invalidity pension, as ·the case may be, by virtue o,f reciprocal pJ.;<;lvisions :lior 
any continuous period of not less than 6 months, the contributions credited to 
him in respect of that period shall- , 
. "'--(a)' if before :the beginning of that period he has paid not les~ th~~ 1,56 

contributions of :the appropriate class under the legislation of..one counti;y, 
but less than 156 oontributions 'of the appropriate class under the legisla-

: .' tion of the other countrY,:·be treated as credited to him under the legislation 
, of the ·first country; or 
l:,«b)if'before the 'beginning of. that period he,has paid not le~s than 156 
G:;- ',' :c0ntdbuti6ns 9f the. appropria,te class under the legislation of ' each country, 
',. ". :b'e <treafedas creoited to him under: the legislation of the country under 

whose legislation the benefit or pension was paid during that period; '(it ': 
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(c) if before the beginni~g of that period he ha.s paid less than 156 09ntribu
. tions of the appropriate class under the legislation of each country, be 
treated as credited to him under the legislation of each country for that 
part of that period which bears the same relation to the whole as the 
number of contributions of the appropriate class paid by him under that 
legislatkfn before the beginning of that period bears 10 the total number 
of contributions 'of the appropriate class paid by him under the legisIatJon 
of the two countries before the beginning of that period. ' 

ARTICLE 9 

Where a woman is receiving widow\s benefit under the legislation of th~ United 
Kingdom by virtue ·of Article 6 of this Agreement and would, but for the. pro
visions of this Article, have had contributions credited to her for that peJ,"iod 
under that legislation by virtue of that benefit, contributions shall be so creditec;l 
only for the part of that period wl).ich bears the same relation to the whole as the 
yearly average under the legislation of 1lhe United Kingdom beaI1S to the sum of 
the yearly averages under the legislation of the two c·ountries. 

ARTICLE 10 

(1) Where a person has received any assistance under the laws of one country 
for a period for which he -a.£terwards beoomes ent1t1ed no old age benefit or 
widow's benefit under the legislation of the other country, the competent authority 
of the latter country, at the request of the authority which has provided the 
assistance and on behalf of that authority may withhold and transfer to that 
authority the amount provided Iby way of ·assi&tance fr·om the arrears of benefit 
due to be paid for the same tperiod. 

(2) In this Ar.ticle "assistance" means supplementary benefit, as defined in the 
laws of the United Kingdom, or a non-contributory widow's pension 'or old age 
pension, home wssi&tance, unemployment assistance or deserted wife's allowance, 
as defined in the laws of ,the Republic of Ireland. . 

ARTICLE 11 

Where, in the course of any day, a person goes from one country to the other, 
he shall be trea·ted for the purpose of any claim to sickness benefit, disability 
benefit or lnvaIidity pension, as the case may be, in respect ·of ,that day as if he 
had been in the first country 1lhroughout the day and as if he had not been in the 
other country on that day. 

ARTICLE 12 

(1) The provisions of this Agreemen1t, other than Article 4, shall not diminish 
any right which a pers·on ,has acquired under the legislation of either country 
before the entry into force ,of the Agreement, whether by virtue of the Agree
ment of 1966, as amended by the Agreement ,of 1968, or :the earlier Agreements 
or otherwise. 

(2) The provisions of this Agreement shall not confer any right to receive 
benefit in respect of a period ·before the date of entry into force of the Agree
ment' but may enable benefit, other than death grant or maternity grant, to be 
paid in respect.of an event whioh happened ,before that date. 

(3) Contributions shall be credited in accordance with the provisions of this 
Agreement for periods before the date of its entry into force, and any contribution 
which a person has paid or had credited to bim for such a period shall, subject 
to the provisions ,of paragraph (2) of this Article, be taken into a.ccount for the 
purpose ·of a claim to receive ,benefit under (he legislation of one country (or the 
other); 
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ARtICLE 13 

This Agreement shall come into 'f6r~ on 23 S'eptember 1971. 

In witness whereof the undersigned,dulyauthorised by their respective' 
Governments, have signed this Agreement. 

. . .Donein ,two copi€:$ 'at London thisfoutteenth day of Septem~r 1971. 
: t:. . 

For the. Government of the United 
;Kingdom of6real1: Britain and 
Northern Ire1l!.nd: 

LOTHIAN. 

PAT,JL DEAN. 

For the Government of the Republic 
.Of Ireland: 

JOSEPH BRiINNAN. 

ExPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note i$ not PfN"t ot the .Order, but is intended to 
indicate its general purport.) 

'" t4i~ 9rder gi,,~s effect in Northern Ireland. to the Agre~ment on social 
security (set out in the Schedtil~) mad~'between the Governmems of the' 
Uniteq :({ingdomand the Republic of Ireland in so far as it. relates to the 
mattetsforwl1ich provision ismade by the National In'surance Acts (Northern 
Ireland) 1966-to 1911. 

. ! .' . . l: .~; 

.( • ! 

;-; " 
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