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REGULATIONS, DATED 6TH FEBRUARY 19q9; :(vfADE BY Ti:IE"JvIINISTRY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER SECTION:;; 20 AND 75(3) AND (4) OF THE OFFICE 
AND SHOP PREMISES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1966 .. ' .' 

The Ministry of Health and Social Services-
(a) in exercise of the powers conferred on it 1:>ysections 20 and 75(3) and (4.) 

of the Office and ShopPrerpises Act (Nonhero Ireland) 1966(a) and of 
all other poWers enabling it in tha,t behalf; and . 

(b) after pqblishing,pursuant to'Sc4edule 1 to . the sai9: Act, notice of the 
proposal to make the Regulations and not havingrec;eived any objection 
to the draft in regard. to which it is ;required by the said Schedule to 
direct any inquiry to be held, . . 

hereby ma1$:es the following specia,l Regulations ;.- . 
. . . 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Office and Shop Premises 

(Hoists and Lifts) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1969 and shall come into 
operation on 1st January 1970. 

(2) In these Regulations~ 
"the Act" nieans the Office and Shop Premises Act (Northern Ireland) 

1966; 
"lift" includes a hoist but" does not include any lifting machine or appliance 

unless it has a platform or cage the directiop.. of movement '9f which is 
restricted by a guide or guides; . ',' . . 

"liftway" includes a hoistway; . 
"prescribed" means prescribed by order of the Ministry. 

Application of Regulations' . 
2.-(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), and subject to the provisions 

of Regulation 3, these Regulations shall apply to lifts and liftways Which are 
wholly or partly situate in office and shop premises to which t4e Act applies, 
or whioh are wholly or partly situate in a part of a building which is used for 
the pur.poses of, but is not comprised in, premiSes t.o which the Act applies. 

(2) Nothing in these Regulations shall apply to premises which are in 
a covered market place to which section.50 (poWer to iadapt Act in relation to 
covered markets). 6f the Act relates. . 

Exemptions and modifications . 
3.-(1) In the case of a continuous lift; Regulations 7 to 9' shall not apply 

and in .any such case Regulation 6(l} shall have effect as if for the references to 
six months there were substituted references to twelve months. 

(2) In the c~se of a lift not connected with meChanical power, Regula:
tions 7(2) and (3) and 9 sha~hiot apply, .arid.i,~any such case:.--:-

(a) 1966. c: 26 (N.J.). 
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(a) Regulation 6(1) shall have effect as if for the references to six months 
there were substituted references to twelve months; and 

(b) any gates required to be fitted under Regulation 7(1) shall be kept 
closed and fastened except when the cage or platform is at rest at the 
landing. 

(3) In the case of any class or desoription of lift or liftway specified in the 
first column of the Sohedule, the requirements of the provisions of the 
Regulations specified in the second column of the Schedule and set opposite to 
that class or description shall not apply; subject however to the conditions 
and limitations (if any) set opposite thereto in the third column of the Schedule. 

Obligations under Regulations 
4.--{1) In relation to matters within his control or within the control of 

his servants or agents, the duty to comply with these Regulations shall be-
(a) in the case of a lift or liftway situate in a building to which section 42 

of the Act applies or in premises outside the building being premises 
occupied together with office or &hop premises forming part of the 
building, upon the owner of the building; and 

(b) in the case of a lift or liftway situate in a set of fuel storage premises 
to which section 43 of the Act applies, upon the owner of that set of 
premises. 

(2) Except as provided in the foregoing paragraph, the duty to comply 
with these Regulations shall be upon the occupier of any premises to which 
the Act applies in connection with which the lift or liftway is used. 

Construction and maintenance 
5. Every lift shall be of good mechanical construction, sound material and 

adequate strength, and shall be properly maintained. 

Examinations and reports 
6.--{1) Every lift shall ,be thoroughly examined by a competent person at 

least once in every period of six months and a report of the result of every such 
. examination in the prescribed form and containing the prescribed particulars 
shall be signed by the person making the examination and shall within twenty
eight days be sent to the person having the duty under Regulation 4 to comply 
with these RegJllations as respects th~t lift: provided that where a lift to whioh 
these Regulations apply is so situate that it or any part of it is required to be 
thoroughly examined by virtue of section 23(2) of the Factories Act (Northern 
Irelap.d) 1965(b), a thorough examination of that lift shall not be required on 
any occasion on which it would otherwise be required by the !foregoing 
provisions of this paragraph if and to the extent to which a thorough examina
tion of the lift o! any part of it has been made within the period of six months 
then imni.ediately preceding in accordance with the provisions of the said 
section 23(2) and a report of the result of the examination has ibeen made as 
required by the said section 23(2). 

(2) The report of the result of every examination made in pursuance of 
paragraph (1) shall be preserved and shall be kept readily availa:ble for 
inspection by any inspector for two years after the date of the signing of the 
report. 

(3) Where the examination shows that the lift cannot continue to be used 
with safety unless c~rtain repairs are' carried out immediately or within a 

(b) 1965. c. 20 (N.I.). 
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specified time, the person making the report shall within twenty-eight days 
of the completion of the examination also send a copy of the report-

(a) to suoh of the following as the case may require, that is to say, the 
health authority and the Ministry having, in each case, the duty to 
enforce these Regulations in the :premises in which the lift is situate 
or in connection with whioh the lift is used; and 

(b) in the case of a lift or liftway situate in a building of which part consists 
of premises to which the Factories Act (Northern Ireland) 1965 applies, 
to the Chief Inspector appointed under the said Act. 

Enclosures and gates 
7.-(1) Every liftway shall be efficiently protected by a substantial 

enclosure fitted with gates, and the enclosure shall be suoh as to prevent, 
when the gates are shut, any person falling down the way or coming into contact 
with any moving part of the lift. 

(2) Any such gate shall, subject to Regulation 3(1) and (2) and para
graph (3) of this Regulation, be fitted with efficient interlocking or other 
devices to secure that the gate cannot be opened except when the cage or 
platform is at the landing and that the cage or platform cannot be moved away 
from the landing until the gate is closed. 

(3) If in the case of a lift constructed or reconstructed before the date of 
the making of these Regulations, it is not reasonaJbly practicable to fit it with 
such devices as are mentioned in the last foregoing paragraph, it shall be 
sufficient if the gate-

(a) is provided willi such arrangements as will secure the objects of that 
paragraph so far as is reasonably practicable; and 

(b) is kept closed and fastened except when the cage or platform is at rest 
at the landing . 

.(4) Every lift and every such enclosure as is mentioned in paragraph (1) 
shall be so constructed as to prevent any part of ,any person or any goods 
carried in the lift being trapped between any part of the lift and any fixed 
structure or between the counte1."ba]ance weight and any other moving part 
of the lift. 

Maximum working load 
8. There shall be marked conspicuously on every lift the maximum working 

load which it can safely carry, and no load greater than that load shall be 
carried on any lift. 

Lifts used for carrying persons 
9.-(1) The following additional requirements shall apply to lifts used 

for carrying persons, whether together with goods or otherwise:-
(a) efficient automatic devices shall be provided'and maintained to prevent 

the cage or platform overrunning; and 
(b) every cage shall on eaoh side from whioh access is afforded to a landing 

be fitted with a gate, and in connection with every such gate efficient 
devices shall be provided to secure that, when persons or goods are in 
the cage, the cage cannot be raised or lowered unless the gate is closed, 

, and will come to rest when the gate is opened. 

(2) In the case of a lift constructed or reconstructed before the date of the 
making of these Regulations, in connection, with which it is not reasonably 
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practicable to prQvide such devices as are mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of 
the foregoing paragraph, it shall be sufficient if-

(a) such arrangeme1}.ts are provided as will secure the objects of that 
paragraph so far as is reasonably practicable; and 

(b) the gate is kept closed and fastened except when the cage is at rest or 
empty. 

. (3) In the case of a lift used as mentioned m paragraph (1), which was 
constructed or reconstructed after the date of the making of these Regulations, 
where the platform or cage is suspended by rope or chain, there shall be at 
least two ropes or chains separately connected with the platform or cage, each 
rope or chain and its attachments being capable of carrying the whole weight 
of the platform or cage and its maximum working load, and efficient devices 
sball be provided and maintained which will support the platform or cage 
with its maximum working load in the event of a breakage of the ropes 01' 

chains or any of their attachments. . 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Health and Social Services 
for Northern Ireland this 6th day of February 1969. 

(LoS.) S. H. O'Fee, 
Assistant. Secret~ry. 

," ." 
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Regulation 3(3) 

Cla~s or description 
of lift or lif.tway 

SCHEDULE 

Requirements of the 
Regulations which shall Conditions or limitations 

not app.1y (if any) 

1. Liftways·of pavement lifts, Regulation 7(1), in so far The liftway shall be se
that i~ to say, lifts in the case as it requires the liftWay ·curely covered or securely 
of which the provision of a to be protected by an en- fenc.ed fl,t 'the top landing 
permanent' enclosure at the closure and gate at or except when and where 
top landing would obstruc.t a above the top landing. access.is required for Per
street or public place, or yard Except in the case of a sons, goods or materials. 
or other open space within lift with more than one Every gate .shall be kept 
premises to which the Act .landing other than the closed and fastened ex
ap:plies. where persons are:·' tgp. landip,g; Regulations .cept when the cage or plat-
required to pass. . 3(2)(b) and'7(2) and ~3). form is at the landing. 

2. Mobile lifts· used in various Regulations 3(2)(b) a;nd The lift shall be s6 con
positions for the stacking of 7(1) to (3) and, when the structed thaJt it is stable 
goods or materials or for maximum height of the 'and its stability shall in all 
loading or unloading directly platform above ground . circumstances be main
to or from vehicles, which or floor level does not tained. Where the height 
have no .fixed lan4ings above .. exceed six feet ~ix inches, of the platform of a lift 
the lowest landing.' . Regulation 9(3). . . used f.or carryi:p.g .persons 

3. Lifts which are fixed in 
position and which are usj!d 

." ;. 

exce~s six feet &ix inches 
al;Jove ground or floor 

. leVel, the edges of the plat
f.orm on which persons 
.starnd shall be protected 

. ..to . a height 9f at least 
.. ,three feet above the .plat-
':Dorm by suitable guard 
rails, lower rails and 
toe boards of adequate 
strength or by other 
equally effective means; 
any gate provided shall, 
unless equally effective 
means are provided, open 
inwards only towards the 
platform and be arranged 
so as automatically to 
return to the closed and 
fas·tened position; and the 
button, handle or other 
device by which the move
ment of the platform is 
controlled shall be on the 
plat:£orm and be such that 
the platform cannot be in 
motion unless the control 
device is being held or: 
pJ;esseCl. by aperson o).l.~he 
platforip" . 

Regulations 3(2)(b) a:p.d· the liftway Shall he pro-
7(1) to (3). tected at ground .0F floor 
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Class or description 
of lift or liftway 

for the .stacking of goods or 
materials or for loading or 
unloading direotly to or from, 
vehicles, which have no fixed 
landings apove the lowest' 
landing and in the case of 
which the maximum height 
of the cage or platform above 
ground or floor level exceeds 
six feet six inches. 

4. Platform lifts which are 
fixed in position and in the' 
case Of which the maximum 
height of the platform above. 
ground Qr floorlevel does not 
exceed six feetsi~ inches. 

Requirements 'of the 
Regulations which $hall 

not apply 

Regulations 3(2)(b); 7(1} 
to (3) and 9(3). 

I Conditions or limitations 
(if any) 

level by an enclosure not 
less than seven feet in 

· height and fitted with a 
gate or gat\!S in connection 

· 'with which Regulations 
3(2)(b) and 7(2) and (3) 
shall apply, and if the lift 
is used for carrying per-

· sons it shall be pl'ovided 
with a cage; 

. A gate or gates or other 
meap.s shall be provided" 
to . prev~ll't ~ny person 

. being endangered by the 
. uiidersiqe of the platform 
or by any fi,tting atta,ched 
to'it. . 

. 5. Liftways of U£ts which are: Regulations 3(2)(b)al1d · This exemption shall not 
not used forcarryip.g persons 7(2) and (3), . 'apply to any gate unless 
and into orfrom which gOods there i~. a fixed enclosure 
or materials are' not loaded not less !\:han two feeLnine 
or uhloaded except ata heIght inches in heightbelQw the 
of not less than two feet hine bo~om of the gate and 
inches above thiOdeyel of the teaching down to the level 
floor orground Where ~oading. . of the floor o"r ground; 
or unloading is l'etformed'. and ev.erYgate to which 

this exemption applies 
. shaU:~ 

6~ Lifts whiCh are hot con- ' Regulation 7(4). 
nected with·mechanicaJpower . 
and which are not used for 
carrying Persons, and the eD,-
closures' of the liftways :of 
such lifts. 

(i) .be fitted with an 
efficient device to 
secure that the cage 
or platform cannot 
be raised or lowered 
unless the gate. is 
closed, and will 
come to rest when 
the gate is opened 
or,· 

(ii). where it is not rea
sonably praeticable 
to fit such a device, 
be kept clos~d ap.d 
fastened except when 
the cageotplatform 
is at rest at the gate. 
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,Class or description 
, of lift or lif.tway 

Requirements of the 
Regulations which shall 

. not apply 

7. Lifts in the casebf which Regulation 9(l)(b) and 
the doors of the liftway are .(2). 
of solid construotion and the ' 
interior surfaces of' the said 
doors wd of the '1iftway 
opposite to any side of tlie, 
ca.,ge in which there is an ' 
opening ate, throughout the 
height of travel of the cage, ' 
smooth and flush with each, 
others~ve for any rece$s 
desigiled for working pur-
poses' and not more than 
half-an-inch in depth, and 
hand grips not exceeding one 
inch in depth provided for • 
dosing doors and so con-
structed as to prevent trap-
ping. 

8. Liftways of lifts into 
0r from which goods or 
materials are load'ed or un
loaded automatically and to 
theplatf.orm or cage of which 
there is no aCoesS for persons. 

9. Liftways of lifts which are 
not used' for carry~l'1g'persons 
and on which the goods or 
materials stacked ontlJ,e plat~, 

,form or in the cage are loaded . 
or unloaded with tlJ,e top 
layer of the stack at landing·, 
level. 

Regulation 7(1) in so far 
as it requires a gate at the 
openings in the enc1osur~ 
where goods or materials 
are loaded or un10aded 
automatically. ' 

Regulations 3 (2)(b) and 
7(2) and (3). 

Cond1tions ,or limitations 
(if any). 

Means shall be provided 
at the loading and unload
ing openi!llgs in the en
closure to prevent, so far 
as is reasonably practic
able, any person falling 

, down the lifitway or com-
• 1ng 1nto contact witl;l. any 

moving part of .the lift. 

This exemption Shall not 
apply to any gate unless 
there is a fixed enclosure 
not less than two feet 
nine inches in height be~ 
low tl;I.e borttom of the gate 
and :reachfug, down to the 
level of the floor or 
groUnd, and unlessaJj.y 
such gate can only be 
opened or remain open 
when the floor of <the cage 
or platform is at the land" 
jng'level or not more than 
five feet below that level; 
and when, the gate is open 
the cage or platf.orm shall 
not be caPable,of being 
,moved more than twelve 
'roches at' one time and 
lj,t .a,spe,ed not"' ireater 
than twenty-five feet peT 

,miIl.ute; wd provision 
shall be made to prevent .... : 
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Class or description 
of lift or liftway 

10. Lifts and liftways the 
landing and cage entrances 
of which are protected by 
lattice gates. 

Requirements of the 
Regulations whi.ch shall 

not apply 

RegulatioOns 7(1) a,nd (4) 
in so far as they relate 
to the protection to be 
provided by the gates. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

No. 26 

Conditions or limitations 
(if any) 

any pers'on being trapped 
by the top of the cage. 
The arrangements shall 
be such that when the 
gate is open the plattorm 
or cage cannot be in 
motion unless the button, 
handle, or other devices 
by which the movement 
of the. cage or platform 

. is controlled is being held 
or pressed by a person 
close to the gate. 

The gates when shut shall 
extend to the full height 
and width of the entrance 
openings and, except in 
the case of gates installed 
before <the date of the 
ooming into ope:ration of 
these Regulations, shall 
have noO openings exceed
ing two and a half inches 
in width. Measures shall 
be taken to· !prevent the 
access of feet through the 
cage ga,te or the landing 
gate into the li:fitway, and 
to prevent the acces:; of 
fingers through the land
ing gate toO the interlock
ing mechanism and oon
il:rol devices in ,the cage or 
.on Ithe platform. 

(This note is not part of the Regulations, but is intended to 
. indicate their general purport.) 

These Regulations. impose requirements as to the construction, maintenance 
and examination of hoists and lifts in office and shop premises. They also 
require Hftways to be enclosed and the provision of gates fitted with devices 
for securing that the gates cannot be opened unless a lift is 4t the landing and 
th~t a lift cannot be moved away from the landing until the gates are closed. 
TheY also require that every lift sh~lI be .marked with its maximum safe wOTking 
load. The Regulatiop.s exempt from certain requirements certain lifts and 
hoists .subject to specified conditions and limitations. . \ 
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