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2020 No. 342 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

The Financial Assistance (Coronavirus) (Airports) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 2020 

Made - - - - 17th December 2020 

Coming into operation - 21st December 2020 

The Department of Finance(a) in exercise of the powers conferred by section 1(2) of the Financial 

Assistance (Northern Ireland) Act 2009(b), makes the following Regulations: 

Citation and commencement 

1. These Regulations may be cited as The Financial Assistance (Coronavirus) (Airports) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2020 and shall come into operation on 21 December 2020. 

The Financial Assistance (Coronavirus) (Airports) (Northern Ireland) Scheme 2020 

2. The Department of Finance makes the Scheme set out in the Schedule. 

 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance on 17 December 2020. 

 
(L.S.) 

 Bill Pauley 

 A senior officer of the Department of Finance 

 

 

Approved by the Executive Office 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Executive Office on 17 December 2020. 

 
(L.S.) 

 Neill Jackson 

 A senior officer of the Executive Office 

 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) The Department of Finance and Personnel was renamed the Department of Finance by section 1(4) of, and Schedule 1 to, 

the Departments Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 (c.5 (N.I.)) 
(b) 2009 c. 2 
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 SCHEDULE Regulation 2 

The Financial Assistance (Coronavirus) (Airports) (Northern Ireland) 

Scheme 2020 

Citation  

1. This Scheme may be cited as The Financial Assistance (Coronavirus) (Airports) (Northern 

Ireland) Scheme 2020. 

Interpretation 

2. In this Scheme: 

“airport” means either of the airports mentioned in clause 3. 

“Department” means the Department of Finance. 

“monthly losses” for an airport means monthly losses for the airport as demonstrated by the 

airport operator’s standard company accounts in relation to ‘designated revenues’ and 

‘designated costs’ for the airport. 

Purpose of this Scheme 

3. Support under this Scheme is to be provided to Belfast International Airport and Belfast City 

Airport by means of the provision of financial assistance to the respective operators. 

Support packages and support periods 

4.—(1) Support is to be provided to each airport in two packages, as follows: 

(a) under package one, for the period beginning on 1 September 2020 and ending on 31 

December 2020; 

(b) under package two, for the period beginning on 1 January 2021 and ending on 31 March 

2021. 

(2) However, the total sum provided as support, under both packages combined, is not to exceed 

£7.8m. 

Level of support—package one 

5.—(1) Support under package one for each airport in each of the 4 months September, October, 

November and December 2020 is to be no more than 70% of the monthly losses or estimated 

monthly losses for the airport for each month disclosed in the operator’s accounts. 

(2) However, the sum provided as support for either airport under package 1 is not to exceed the 

following amounts: 

(a) to Belfast International Airport — £1.9m; 

(b) to Belfast City Airport — £2.1m. 

Level of support—package two 

6. Support under package two for each airport in each of the 3 months January, February and 

March 2021 is to be limited to the monthly losses or estimated monthly losses for the airport for 

each month disclosed in the operator’s accounts, within the prevailing State aid parameters for that 

period, and at a level to be agreed by the Minister for Finance. 

Support not transferable 

7. Support for an airport is not transferable between months or between support packages. 
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Conditions of continued support 

8. The continuation of support to an airport under either package is conditional on the airport’s 

operator complying with the following conditions: 

(a) that the airport’s operator makes no staff of the airport redundant during a support period; 

(b) that the airport’s operator does not pay a dividend to its shareholders, or make any 

divestment to its shareholders, during the period from when support begins and ending on 

5th April 2022; 

(c) that the operator provides the Department, on request, with copies of its audited accounts, 

certified by the operators auditor, and Department of Finance representatives as 

necessary, as true copies; 

(d) that each airport remains open and maintains a level of service agreed between the 

airport’s operator and the Department. 

Termination of support 

9.—(1) The Department may terminate the provision of support to either airport under either 

package at any time by giving 14 days’ written notice to the airport’s operator. 

(2) In particular, the Department may terminate the provision of support to either airport if that 

airport returns to profitability within a support period. 

Recovery of support in certain circumstances 

10. The Department may recover from the operator of either airport the amount of any support 

provided to the airport under this scheme if: 

(a) the airport is sold within one year after the support of it under this Scheme ends (whether 

or not by being terminated under clause 9); or 

(b) the Minister for Finance is satisfied that any accounts provided to the Department for the 

purposes of this Scheme were falsified or otherwise materially in error. 
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£4.90 

NI202012171039   12/2020   19585 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/342 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of these Regulations) 

These Regulations provide for financial assistance (Coronavirus Financial Assistance) to be 

awarded to Belfast International Airport and Belfast City Airport by means of provision of 

financial assistance to the respective operators. 

Regulation 1 provides for citation and commencement. 

Regulation 2 provides for The Financial Assistance (Coronavirus) (Airports) (Northern Ireland) 

Scheme 2020 to be set out in the Schedule. 

Schedule 

Paragraph 1 provides for citation of the scheme. 

Paragraph 2 provides for interpretation to be applied in respect of the scheme. 

Paragraph 3 provides for the purpose of the scheme. 

Paragraph 4 provides an outline of the support packages and the support periods of the scheme. 

Paragraph 5 provides for the level of support under package one of the scheme. 

Paragraph 6 provides for the level of support under package two of the scheme. 

Paragraph 7 provides for a restriction that support is not transferable between months or support 

packages. 

Paragraph 8 provides for the conditions of continued support. 

Paragraph 9 permits termination of support by the Department under the conditions provided. 

Paragraph 10 provides for recovery of support by the Department under certain conditions.  
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