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The Department of the Environment, being a Department designated(a) for the purposes of section 

2(2) of the European Communities Act 1972(b) in relation to the Environment, makes the 

following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by section 2(2) of that Act and Article 

6(6) of the Waste and Contaminated Land (Northern Ireland) Order 1997(c). 

Citation and commencement 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Waste Management Licensing (Amendment) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2014, and shall come into operation on 12th June 2014. 

Interpretation 

2. The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(d) shall apply to these Regulations as it 

applies to an Act of the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

Amendment of the Waste Management Licensing Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003 

3.—(1) Regulation 1 (Citation, commencement and interpretation) of the Waste Management 

Licensing Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003(e) shall be amended as follows— 

(2) In paragraph (3)— 

(a) for the definition of “recovery” substitute— 

““recovery” means any operation the principal result of which is waste serving a useful 

purpose by replacing other materials which would otherwise have been used to fulfil a 

particular function, or waste being prepared to fulfil that function, in the plant or in the 

wider economy. Annex II to Directive 2008/98EC (f) sets out a non-exhaustive list of 

recovery operations;”; 

(b) for the definition of “recycling” substitute— 

““recycling”— 
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(a) in relation to waste batteries or accumulators, means the reprocessing in a 

production process of waste materials for their original purpose or for other 

purposes, but excluding energy recovery; 

(b) in relation to any other waste, means any recovery operation by which waste 

materials are reprocessed into products, materials or substances whether for the 

original or other purposes. It includes the reprocessing of organic material but does 

not include energy recovery and the reprocessing into materials that are to be used 

as fuels or for backfilling operations;”; 

(c) for the definition of “reuse” substitute— 

““re-use” means any operation by which products or components that are not waste are 

used again for the same purpose for which they were conceived;”; 

(d) for the definition of “treatment” substitute— 

““treatment”— 

(a) in relation to waste batteries or accumulators, means any activity carried out on 

waste batteries and accumulators after they have been handed over to a facility for 

sorting, preparation for recycling or preparation for disposal; 

(b) in relation to any other waste, means recovery or disposal operations, including 

preparation prior to recovery or disposal;”; 

(e) for the definition “waste electrical and electronic equipment” or “WEEE” substitute— 

““waste electrical and electronic equipment or “WEEE” means electrical or electronic 

equipment which is waste within the meaning of Article 3(1) of Directive 2008/98/EC, 

including all components, sub-assemblies and consumables, which are part of the 

product at the time of discarding;”; 

(f) for the definition of “the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive” or 

“WEEE Directive” substitute— 

““the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive” or “WEEE Directive” 

means Directive 2012/19/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4th July 

2012 on waste electrical and electronic equipment(a) which replaces Directive 

2002/96/EC(b) as amended by Council Directive 2003/108/EC(c) and Directive 

2008/34/EC(d)””. 

4. For regulation 11A (Conditions of site licences: WEEE) substitute the following regulation— 

“Conditions of site licences: WEEE 

11A. The Department shall ensure that any site licence granted or varied on or after 12th 

June 2014 authorising an establishment or undertaking carrying out treatment operations to 

store or treat WEEE contains such conditions as it considers necessary to give effect to the 

provisions of Article 8(1),(2) and (3), Article 9(3) and Annexes VII and VIII of the WEEE 

Directive.” 

5. In Part 1 of Schedule 2 (exemptions from waste management licensing) in paragraph 49 for 

“Annex III of the WEEE Directive” wherever it appears substitute “Annex VIII of the WEEE 

Directive”. 
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Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment on 14th May 2014. 

 

 

 
(L.S.) 

 

 Wesley Shannon 

 A senior officer of the Department of the Environment 

 

 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

 

These Regulations amend the Waste Management Licensing Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003 

by substituting definitions from Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the 

Council on Waste (OJ No. L312, 22/11/2008, p.3)(the Waste Framework Directive) and inserting 

a reference to Directive 2012/19/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on Waste 

Electrical and Electronic Equipment (OJ No. L197, 24.7.2012, p.38) (the WEEE Directive). 

They substitute conditions of site licences for the storage and treatment of Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment (“WEEE”) together with exemptions from the permit requirements of the 

WEEE Directive. 

Regulation 2 substitutes the definitions as reflected in Article 3 of the Waste Framework 

Directive. 

Regulation 3 substitutes the conditions of site licenses for the storage or treatment of WEEE in 

accordance with Article 8 and Annexes VII and VIII of the WEEE Directive. 

Regulation 4 substitutes the technical requirements specified in Annex VIII of the WEEE 

Directive in relation to exemptions from waste management licensing. 

Copies of a full Regulatory Impact Assessment in relation to these Regulations can be obtained 

from Environmental Policy Division, 44-58 May Street, Town Parks, Belfast BT1 4JJ. 
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