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SCHEDULE 1 Article 2

Aujeszky’s Disease Scheme (Northern Ireland) 2012

Citation

1. This Scheme may be cited as the Aujeszky’s Disease Scheme (Northern Ireland) 2012.

Interpretation

2.—(1)  In this Scheme:
“authorised officer” means an inspector or veterinary inspector who is authorised by the
Department to exercise powers under this Scheme;
“authorised person” means slaughterhouse staff authorised by the Department to carry out
specific sampling in respect of pigs;
“designated laboratory” means a laboratory designated by the Department for the purposes of
testing Aujeszky’s Disease samples;
“group” means an epidemiological unit;
“holding” means premises registered with the Department as required by the Pigs (Records,
Identification and Movement) Order (Northern Ireland) 2012(1);
“keeper” means any person having care and control of pigs, whether on a temporary or
permanent basis, but does not include a person who only transports pigs;
“the Order” means the Aujeszky’s Disease Order (Northern Ireland) 2012(2);
“samples” means samples taken from a pig or carcase;
“vaccinated” means vaccinated against Aujeszky’s Disease;

(2)  Other expressions in this Scheme which are also used in the Order shall have the same meaning
as in the Order.

Pig health status

3.—(1)  The Department shall allocate to each holding a pig health status in accordance with
paragraph (2).

(2)  A holding shall be allocated the pig health status of—
(a) an Officially Aujeszky’s Disease Free holding, if it contains only pigs which have not been

vaccinated; or
(b) an Aujeszky’s Disease Free holding, if it contains at least one pig which has been

vaccinated either prior to the prohibition on vaccination implemented by the Order or
under licence from the Department.

Routine sampling

4.—(1)  The Department may, for the purpose of maintaining freedom from Aujeszky’s Disease
in Northern Ireland, select holdings for sampling and will notify the keeper of each selected holding
in writing of—

(a) the number of samples required;
(b) the date by which the sampling must be completed;

(1) S.R. 2012 No. 67
(2) S.R. 2012 No. 65
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(c) the category of pigs to be sampled; and
(d) the group from which the samples should be taken.

(2)  The Department may revoke, suspend or vary any notice.
(3)  Sampling is to be undertaken at the expense of the keeper and must be carried out either by—

(a) a nominated veterinary surgeon on farm; or
(b) in the case of pigs dispatched for slaughter, a nominated veterinary surgeon or an

authorised person at the slaughterhouse.

Risk Based Sampling

5.—(1)  The Department may on the basis of a veterinary risk assessment require samples to be
taken in addition to those required under paragraph 4.

(2)  The Department shall notify in writing the keeper of each selected holding or, in the case of
a slaughterhouse, a nominated veterinary surgeon or the food business operator of—

(a) the number of samples required;
(b) the date by which the sampling must be completed;
(c) the category of pigs to be sampled;
(d) the group from which the samples should be taken.

(3)  Sampling is to be undertaken at the expense of the person notified under sub-paragraph (2)
and must be carried out either by—

(a) a nominated veterinary surgeon on farm; or
(b) in the case of a slaughterhouse, a nominated veterinary surgeon or an authorised person

at the slaughterhouse.

Sample Requirements

6.—(1)  Samples taken in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 must be collected and dispatched
in accordance with Schedule 2 to a designated laboratory either—

(a) within 24 hours of collection; or
(b) within 72 hours of collection subject to samples having been refrigerated between +4°C

and +10°C since collection.
(2)  In relation to each sample, the person who collects the sample must record and provide the

following information to the Department within 14 days of the date of collection of the sample—
(a) the name of the keeper;
(b) the address of the holding;
(c) the type of samples;
(d) the date on which the samples were taken;
(e) the holding code and premises address of the pigs from which the samples were taken;
(f) if appropriate, the individual number of the pig from which the sample was taken;
(g) if appropriate, the slap mark of the pig sampled;
(h) if appropriate, the age, sex and the group from which the pig came;
(i) the health status of the holding which indicates the possibility of the pig having been

vaccinated;
(j) the name and address of the person who has taken the samples; and

2



Document Generated: 2024-03-27
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(k) the designated laboratory to which the sample will be sent;
(l) and in addition where samples have been taken at a slaughterhouse—

(i) the name of the food business operator; and
(ii) the address of the slaughterhouse.

(3)  A keeper, or in the case of a slaughterhouse, an food business operator, must keep a copy of
the information provided to the Department under sub-paragraph (2) for two years from the date it
is made and must produce it on demand to an authorised officer of the Department and allow a copy
of it to be made or an extract taken.

Tampering with samples

7. A person must not tamper with a sample or do anything to it that is likely to affect the result
of any test required to be carried out under this Scheme.

Powers of entry

8.—(1)  An authorised officer may take such samples from or carry out such other tests or
examinations in relation to a pig or carcase kept on any premises as may be considered necessary
for the purposes of this Scheme.

(2)  For the purposes of taking any samples or carrying out of any tests or examinations under
sub-paragraph (1), an authorised officer may at any time and upon production if so required of his
authority, enter on or into any premises.

(3)  The occupier of any premises entered by an authorised officer under sub-paragraph (2), and if
different, the keeper of those premises, shall provide such reasonable facilities and comply with such
reasonable requirements of the officer as may be necessary to facilitate the exercise of the officer’s
powers under sub-paragraph (1).

Powers of the Department in cases of default

9. If any person fails to take any action required by this Scheme, an authorised officer may arrange
for such action to be taken at the expense of the person in default.

Revocation

10. The Aujeszky’s Disease Scheme Order (Northern Ireland) 1994(3) is revoked.

(3) S.R. 1994 No.199
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