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SCHEDULE 1

INDUSTRIAL TRIBUNAL RULES OF PROCEDURE

Powers in relation to specific types of proceedings

Restricted reporting orders

50.—(1)  A restricted reporting order may be made in the following types of proceedings –
(a) any case which involves allegations of sexual misconduct;
(b) a complaint under section 17A or 25(8)(1) of the Disability Discrimination Act in which

evidence of a personal nature is likely to be heard by the tribunal or a chairman.
(2)  A party may apply for a restricted reporting order (either temporary or full) in writing to the

Office of the Tribunals, or orally at a hearing, or the tribunal or chairman may make the order on its
or his own initiative without any application having been made.

(3)  A chairman or tribunal may make a temporary restricted reporting order without holding a
hearing or sending a copy of the application to other parties.

(4)  Where a temporary restricted reporting order has been made the Secretary shall inform all
parties to the proceedings in writing as soon as possible of –

(a) the fact that the order has been made; and
(b) their right to apply to have the temporary restricted reporting order revoked or converted

into a full restricted reporting order within 14 days of the temporary order having been
made.

(5)  If no application is made under paragraph (4)(b) within the 14 days, the temporary restricted
reporting order shall lapse and cease to have any effect on the fifteenth day after the order was made.
If such an application is made the temporary restricted reporting order shall continue to have effect
until the pre-hearing review or hearing under rule 26 at which the application is considered.

(6)  All parties must be given an opportunity to advance oral argument at a pre-hearing review or
a hearing under rule 26 before a tribunal or chairman decides whether or not to make a full restricted
reporting order (whether or not there was previously a temporary restricted reporting order in the
proceedings).

(7)  Any person may make an application to the chairman or tribunal to have a right to make
representations before a full restricted reporting order is made. The chairman or tribunal shall allow
such representations to be made where he or it considers that the applicant has a legitimate interest
in whether or not the order is made.

(8)  Where a tribunal or chairman makes a restricted reporting order –
(a) it or he shall specify in the order the persons who may not be identified;
(b) a full order shall remain in force until both liability and remedy have been determined in

the proceedings unless it is revoked earlier; and
(c) the Secretary shall ensure that a notice of the fact that a restricted reporting order has been

made in relation to those proceedings is displayed on the notice board of the industrial
tribunal with any list of the proceedings taking place before the industrial tribunal, and on
the door of the room in which the proceedings affected by the order are taking place.

(9)  Where a restricted reporting order has been made under paragraph (1)(b) and the proceedings
to which it relates are being dealt with together with any other proceedings, the tribunal or chairman

(1) Section 8 was renumbered 17A by S.R. 2004 No. 55, regulation 9; section 25(8) was inserted by S.R. 2004 No. 55,
regulation 19(3)
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may order that the restricted reporting order applies also in relation to those other proceedings or
a part of them.

(10)  A tribunal or chairman may revoke a restricted reporting order at any time.
(11)  For the purposes of this rule liability and remedy are determined in the proceedings on

the date recorded as being the date on which the decision disposing of the claim was sent to the
parties, and references to a restricted reporting order include references to both a temporary and a
full restricted reporting order.
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