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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1999 No. 454

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999

Part IV
Conditions Relating to Use

G —

Avoidance of Danger

Parking in darkness

117.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2) a person shall not, except with the permission of a police
officer in uniform, cause or permit a motor vehicle to stand on a road between sunset and sunrise
unless the near side of the vehicle is as close as may be to the edge of the carriageway.

(2)  Paragraph (1) does not apply to a motor vehicle—
(a) being used for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes or for defence purposes

(including civil defence purposes) if compliance with that paragraph would hinder or be
likely to hinder the use of the vehicle for the purpose for which it is being used on that
occasion;

(b) being used in connection with—
(i) building operation or demolition;

(ii) the repair of another vehicle;
(iii) the removal of obstructions to traffic;
(iv) the maintenance, repair or reconstruction of a road; or
(v) the laying, erection, alteration or repair in or near to a road of any sewer, main, pipe or

apparatus for the supply of gas, water or electricity, of telecommunication apparatus
as defined in paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 2 to the Telecommunication Act 1984(1) or
of the apparatus of an electric transport undertaking, if, in any such case, compliance
with that paragraph would hinder or be likely to hinder the use of the vehicle for the
purpose for which it is being used on that occasion;

(c) on a road in which vehicles are allowed to proceed in one direction only;
(d) standing on a part of a road set aside for the parking of vehicles or as a stand for taxis or

for buses or as a place at which such vehicles may stop for a longer time than is necessary
for the taking up and setting down of passengers where compliance with paragraph (1)
would conflict with the provisions of any order, regulation or byelaw governing the use
of such part of a road for that purpose; or
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(e) waiting to set down or pick up passengers in accordance with instructions or directions
given by the Chief Constable in regard to such setting down or picking up.
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