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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1999 No. 305

Provision and Use of Work Equipment
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999

Part II
General

Controls

17.—(1)  Every employer shall ensure that all controls for work equipment are clearly visible and
identifiable, including by appropriate marking where necessary.

(2)  Except where necessary, the employer shall ensure that no control for work equipment is in
a position where any person operating the control is exposed to a risk to his health or safety.

(3)  Every employer shall ensure where appropriate—
(a) that, so far as is reasonably practicable, the operator of any control is able to ensure from

the position of that control that no person is in a place where he would be exposed to any
risk to his health or safety as a result of the operation of that control, but where or to the
extent that it is not, then

(b) that, so far as is reasonably practicable, systems of work are effective to ensure that, when
work equipment is about to start, no person is in a place where he would be exposed to
a risk to his health or safety as a result of the work equipment starting, but where neither
of these is reasonably practicable, then

(c) that an audible, visible or other suitable warning is given by virtue of regulation 24
whenever work equipment is about to start.

(4)  Every employer shall take appropriate measures to ensure that any person who is in a place
where he would be exposed to a risk to his health or safety as a result of the starting or stopping of
work equipment has sufficient time and suitable means to avoid that risk.


