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1995 No. 274
ANIMALS

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Order
(Northern Ireland) 1995

Made : ) . ) ) 3rd July 1995
Coming into operation . . Ist August 1995

The Department of Agriculture, in exercise of the powers conferred on it
by Articles 2(3), 5(1), 10(6), 18(7), 19(e), (f) and (k), 44 and 60(1) of the
Diseases of Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1981(a) and of every other
power enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following Order:

Citation and commencement

1. This Order may. be cited as the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy
Order (Northern Ireland) 1995 and shall come into operation on 1st August
1995.

Interpretation
2. In this Order—
‘‘affected animal’® means a bovine animal which is affected with the
disease; ‘
““bovine animal’’ means a bull, cow, steer, heifer or calf;
“‘carcase’” means the carcase of a bovine animal and includes part of a
carcase, and the meat, blood, bones, hair, hide, horn, hooves, offal or

other part of a bovine animal, separately or otherwise, or any portion
thereof and the intestinal contents of a bovine animal;

“‘cull cows’’ means adult female bovine animals which have had one or
more calves and which are being sold for immediate slaughter;

“‘the disease’’ means bovine spongiform encephalopathy;

‘‘Divisional Veterinary Officer’’ means a Divisional Veterinary Officer
of the Department;

““market’’ means a market place, sale yard or other premises or place in or
upon which bovine animals are exhibited for the purpose of public
sale; :

“‘the 1981 Order’’ means the Diseases of Animals (Northern Ireland)
Order 1981;

“‘premises’’ includes land;

(a) S.L 1981/1115 (N.L 22) as amended by S.1. 1984/702 (N.L. 2) Art. 17 and S.I. 1994/1891 (N.I. 6)
Arts. 19, 20 and 23
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“‘research estabhshment means an establishment carrying out research
into the disease;

“‘return’’ means a document furnished to the Department by the person or
persons operating a market at a place listed in Article 14 which shows
for a week ending on a Saturday the number of—

(a) commercial grade cows and in-calf heifers both of which are
intended for use in the production of milk sold at that market and
the total sale price for such animals in that week at that market; and

(b) cull cows for slaughter sold at that market and the total sale price
for such animals in that week at that market;

‘‘slaughter-house’’ means any building, premises or place including a
knackers yard used in connection with the business of killing animals;

“‘suspected animal’’ means a bovine animal which is suspected of being
affected with the disease.

Extension of definitions of animals and poultry
3. For the purposes of the 1981 Order in its application to this Order —

(a) the list of animals in Part I of Schedule 1 to the 1981 Order is hereby
extended so as to comprise—

(i) any kind of mammal except man; and
(ii) any kind of four-footed beast which is not a mammal; and

(b) the list of poultry in Part II of Schedule 1 to the 1981 Order is hereby
extended so as to comprise birds of any species.

Notification of disease in bovine animals

4.—(1) A person who has in his possession or under his charge an
affected or a suspected animal, or the-carcase of such an animal, and any
veterinary surgeon or other person whe, in the course of his duties, examines
or inspects any such animal or carcase shall, with all practicable speed, notify
the fact to the Divisional Veterinary Officer or any member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary.

(2) A person who has in his possess1on or under his charge on any
premises an affected or a suspected animal, or the carcase of such an animal,
shall detain it on the premises until it has been examined by a veterinary
inspector.

(3) The owner or occupier of premises on which an affected or suspected
animal is or has been kept and his employees, and any person who is or has
been in possession or charge of any animal or carcase which is or has been on
such premises shall if so required by an inspector give such information as he
possesses as to—

(a) any animal or carcase which is or has been on such premises;

(b) any other animal or carcase with which any animal or carcase which is
or has been on such premises may have come into contact; and

"(c) the location and movement of any animal or carcase which is or has
been in his possession or charge. :
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(4) The Department may mark for identification purposes any bovine
animal or carcase on premises on which an affected or suspected animal is
kept.

(5) Subject to paragraph (8), a person who, in the course of a laboratory
examination of a sample of a carcase suspects the presence of the disease in
that sample shall, with all practicable speed, give notice of the fact in
accordance with paragraph (1).

(6) A person shall notremove the sample and the remainder of the carcase
in respect of which notice has. been given under paragraph (5) from the
laboratory where they were examined except under the authority of a licence
issued by the Department and in accordance with any conditions subject to
which the licence is issued.

(7) A person shall, if so required by the Department, supply it with any
samples of carcases in respect of which notice has been given under paragraph .
4). .

(8) Paragraph (5) shall not apply to any bovine spongiform encephalo-
pathy which has been deliberately introduced into an animal, a carcase, or a
sample in a Iaboratory

Veterinary enquiry as to existence of disease

5.—(1) If an inspector, on reasonable grounds, suspects that the disease
exists or has within 56 days existed on any premises he shall, with all
practicable speed, conduct any enquiry and take such further steps as may be
necessary to establish the correctness of that suspicion.

(2) For the purposes of an enquiry conducted under paragraph (1) an
inspector may, without prejudice to the generality of that paragraph or to his
powers under Article 4—

(a) examine any bovine animal or carcase on any premises; and

(b) make such tests on or take such samples from, any bovine animal or’
carcase on any premises, as he may consider necessary for the purpose
of diagnosis.

(3) The occupier of the premises on which an enquiry is conducted or any
other steps taken by an inspector under paragraph (1), the employees of that
occupier, and any person who is or has been in possession or charge of any
animal or carcase which is or has been on the premises, shall provide such
reasonable facilities for, and comply with such reasonable requirements of,
the inspector as are necessary for the purposes of any such enquiry or further
steps.

Affected or suspected animals

6.—(1) The Department may serve a notice in the form prescribed in
Schedule 1 on the owner or person in charge of an affected or suspected
animal and upon service of such notice the requirements contained within it
shall have effect.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), a notice in the form prescribed in Schedule 1
shall remain. in force for a period of 28 days from the date specified in the
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notice unless renewed for a further period of 28 days beginning with the day
on which it would otherwise have expired by a further notice in writing served
by the Department on the owner or person in charge of such animal before or
on the day on which the notice in the form prescribed in Schedule 1 was due to
expire, and any notice which has been so renewed may be further renewed
from time to time by the Department in a similar manner and for a similar
period.

(3) A notice in the form prescribed in Schedule 1 may at any time be
withdrawn by a notice in the form prescribed in Schedule 2 served by the
Department on the owner or person in charge of the animal to which the notice
in the form prescribed in Schedule 1 relates.

(4) The Department may seize and detain an affected or suspected animal
which has been exposed, carried, kept or otherwise dealt with in
contravention of the requirements of a notice under this Article.

"Milk from affected or suspected animals
7.—(1) Subject to paragraph (3), a person shall not knowingly—
(a) sell or supply for feeding to animals or poultry; or

(b) use in the manufacture of any product for sale or supply for feeding to
animals or poultry,

any milk which he knows or has reason to suspect has been produced by an
affected or a suspected animal.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), a person shall not feed to any animal or -
poultry any milk which he knows or has reason to suspect has been produced
by an affected or suspected animal.

(3) The prohibitions in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not apply—
(a) to the feeding to its own calf of any milk produced by a cow; or

(b) (i) to the sale or supply for feeding for research purposes in a
research establishment to animals or poultry of any milk; or

(ii) to the feeding to an animal or poultry of any milk, for research
purposes in a research establishment,

under the authority of and in accordance with the conditions of a licence
granted by the Department.

(4) A person shall not remove any milk, which he knows or has reason to
suspect has come from an affected or suspected animal, from the premises on
which that animal was milked except under the authority of and in accordance
with the conditions of a licence granted by the Department.

Restrictions on the movement of other bovine animals

8.—(1) If the Department has reasonable grounds for supposing that the
movement of any bovine animal, other than an affected or suspected animal,
from any premises may give rise to the risk of the spread of disease it may, by
notice in writing served on the owner or person in charge of the animal,
prohibit the movement of the animal off the premises, except under the
authority of and in accordance with the conditions of a licence granted by the
Department.
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(2) A notice served under paragraph (1) shall continue in force until

* withdrawn by a further notice in writing served by the Department on the

owner or person in charge of the animal to which that notice telates.

Carcases of affected or suspected animals
9.—(1) A person shall not remove the carcase of an affected or suspected

* animal from the premises where it died or was slaughtered except under the
_authority of and in accordance with the conditions of a licence granted by the

Department.

(2) The carcase of an affected or suspected animal shall be buried or
burnt.

Cleansing and disinfection

10.—(1) The Department may serve on the owner or occupier of any
premises on which there is or has within 56 days been an affected or a
suspected animal or the carcase of such an animal, a notice requiring him to
cleanse and disinfect, at his own expense, and in such manner and within such
period as may be spe01f1ed in the notice—

(a) all or any part of the premises; and

(b) any equipment, appliance, utensil or other thing used in connection
with any such animal or carcase.

(2) Where any person on whom the notice prescribed in. paragraph (1)
fails to comply with the requirements thereof the Department may, without
prejudice to any proceedings for an offence arising out of such default, carry
out or cause to be carried out such cleansing and disinfection as is required in
the notice.

Productzon of licences

11. Where an animal, carcase or any milk from an n affected or suspected
animal is being moved under the authority of a licence granted under this

. Order the person in charge of the animal, carcase or milk being so moved shall

carry the licence during the authorised movement and shall, on demand made
by an inspector or by a constable produce the licence and allow a copy or
extract to be taken, and shall also, on such demand, furmsh his name and
address.

Notice of intended slaughter

12. Where the Department proposes to cause a bovine animal to be
slaughtered in accordance with paragraph 10A of Part I of Schedule 2 to the
1981 Order(a), it shall serve a notice of intended slaughter in writing on the
owner or person in charge of the bovine animal.

(a) As modified by S.R. 1990 No. 135
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Valuation of bovine animals slaughtered

13.—(1) The market value of a bovine animal which has been or is liable
to be slaughtered in accordance with paragraph 10A of Part I of Schedule 2 to
the 1981 Order shall be determined in accordance with the following
provisions—

(a) by agreement between an inspector and the owner of the bovine

" animal and such agreement shall be final and binding on the
Department and the owner;

(b) if the owner and inspector cannot agree, or fail to reach such
agreement, by an independent valuer paid by the Department and
selected by the owner from a list of at least 3 such independent valuers
submitted by the Department to the owner; or

(c) if the owner refuses or neglects to select an independent valuer in
accordance with sub-paragraph (), by an independent valuer selected
by the Department.

(2) An independent valuer selected in accordance with paragraph (1)(b)
or (c) shall give to the Department and the owner a certificate in writing of his
valuation and such valuation shall be final and binding on the Department and
the owner.

Returns from market operators

14. A return shall be furnished to the Department within 7 days from the
end of the week to which that return relates, by a person or persons operating a
market in bovine animals at any. of the following places, that is to say—

Ballyclare: Park Street, Ballyclare, Co. Antrim, BT39 9DQ;
Cookstown: 24 James Street, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone, BT80 SLW;
Enniskillen: Lackaboy, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, BT74 4RL;

Magherafelt: 43 Rainey Street, Magherafelt, Co. Londonderry, BT45
5AE;

Markethill: 6 The Square, Markethill, Co. Armagh, BT60 1RB.

Revocations
15. The following Orders are hereby revoked—

(a) the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Order (Northern Ireland)
1988(a);

(b) the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (Amendment) Order
(Northern Ireland) 1989(b);

(c) the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (Amendment) Order
(Northern Ireland) 1992(c).

(a) S.R. 1988 No. 422
(b) S.R. 1989 No. 49
(¢) S.R. 1992 No. 214
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Sealed with the Official Seal o
1995.

(L.s.)

Animals

P.T. Toal

2023

f the Department of Agriculture on 3rd July

Assistant Secretary
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SCHEDULE 1 Article 6(1), (2) and 3

The Diseases of Animals (Northérn Ireland) Order 1981

The Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Order
(Northern Ireland) 1995

Notice imposing requirements as respects an affected or suspected animal

‘The Department of Agriculture hereby gives you notice in accordance with the
provisions of the above Order that, as the *owner/*person in charge of the bovine
animal specified in the Table you are required—

(a) to detain the said animal on the premises known as (insert descnptlon of
premises including full postal address) ........c.covcevieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin,

except that the animal may be—
(i) slaughtered on such premises;

(i1) moved off such premises under the authority of a licence granted by the
Department and in accordance with any conditions subject to which the
licence is granted; or

(iii) inthe case of an animal in a slaughter-house or market, moved dlrect toits
farm of origin under the authority of a licence granted by the Department
and in accordance with any conditions subject to which the licence is
granted;

(b) in the event of the said animalidying (otherwise than as a result of being
slaughtered) on such premises, to immediately inform the Divisional
Veterinary Officer of this fact and to retain the carcase of the animal, and to
surrender it to the Department on request; ‘
(c) in the event of the said animal dying or being slaughtered on the premises—
(i) todispose of the carcase of the animal on the premlses if sorequired by the
Department; and

(ii) except where it is surrendered to the Department in accordance with
paragraph (b) not to permit the carcase of the animal to be moved off the
premises except under the authority of a licence granted by the
Department and in accordance with any conditions subject to which the
licence is granted; and

{(d) in the event of the said animal being pregnant to ensure that—

(i) itis isolated from all other bovine animals on the said premises during the
period of calving and for 72 hours afterwards in accommodation which
has been approved by the Department for this purpose;

(ii) its placenta, discharges and bedding are buried or burnt;

(iii) the accommodation used for its calving is cleansed and disinfected in
accordance with the directions of the Department; and
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(iv) the calf is not moved off the premises. except under the authority of a
licence granted by the Department and in accordance with any conditions
subject to which the licence is granted.

. This notice remains in force for a period of 28 days from 19  but
. may be renewed by a subsequent notice served by the Department.

‘Breach of the requirements of this notice may constitute an offence against the
Diseases of Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1981 and render a person liable to
penalties on conviction.

The bovine animal to which this notice applies is specified in the following Table:

Ear Tag Ear of Date of
Number Tagging Colour | Breed Class Birth
Signed ..o Date .....ooovviiiiiiiiiin, 19
Nameinblockletters.......cooovviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn,
Official Address ... ...ooveiieiniiiiii e

* delete as appropriate’
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SCHEDULE 2 . Article 6(3) .

The Diseases of Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

The Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Order
(Northern Ireland) 1995

Withdrawal of notice imposing requirements as respects an affected
or suspected animal

F0 ettt e
OF e et
The Department of Agriculture hereby withdraws as from. this day of .
19  the notice, signed by and served on you. on the
of 19 . .

The bovine animal to which the notice in Schedule 1 which is withdrawn by this
notice applies is specified in the following Table:

Ear Tag Ear of | Date of

Number Tagging Colour Breed Class Birth
Signed ..o Date ...ooooveveniiiiiiiiaennnnnns 19
Name inblockletters.........oeviiiiniiiiiiniiiniiian,
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order. )

This Order revokes and replaces with amendments the Bovine
Spongiform Encephalopathy Order (Northern Ireland) 1988, the Bovine
Spongiform Encephalopathy (Amendment) Order (Northern Ireland) 1989
and the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (Amendment) Order (Northern
Ireland) 1992.

.The Order makes the following principal changes—

(1) The information to be furnished to the Department by certain markets
is extended to include the number of cull cows sold for immediate
slaughter and the total sale prices paid for such animals (Article 2).

(2) A person who, in the course of a laboratory examination of a sample of
the carcase of a bovine animal, suspects the presence of bovine
spongiform encephalopathy in that sample is required to give notice of
the fact to a Divisional Veterinary Officer or any member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary. The removal of the sample and the remainder of
the carcase from the laboratory are prohibited except in accordance
with the conditions of ‘a licence granted by the Department of
Agriculture. There is an exemption from the notification requirements
where that disease has been deliberately introduced into an animal, a
carcase, or a sample in a laboratory (Article 4(5) to (8)).

(3) The list of markets required to furnish to the Department returns about
sales of certain cows and in-calf heifers is amended by deleting the
reference to the market at Belfast and inserting a reference to the
market at Magherafelt (Article 14).
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