
Document Generated: 2023-10-02
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

SCHEDULE 2

METHODS OF ANALYSIS

15a.

DETERMINATION OF FINENESS OF GRINDING — DRY METHOD

1 SCOPE

1. This method is for the determination of the fineness of grinding by the dry method.

2 FIELD OF APPLICATION

2. All fertilisers in Schedule 1 of the Fertilisers Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1990(1) for which
requirements are given of fineness of grinding using 0.630 mm and 0.160 mm sieves.

3 PRINCIPLE

3. By mechanical sieve shaking, the quantities of product with a granule size greater than 0.63
mm and those with a granule size between 0.16 mm and 0.63 mm are determined, and the percentage
of fineness of grinding are calculated.

4 APPARATUS

4

4.1 Mechanical sieve shaker.

4.2 Sieves with apertures of 0.160 mm and 0.630 mm respectively of standard ranges (diameter
20 cm, height 5 cm).

5 PROCEDURE

5. Weigh to the nearest 0.05 g, 50 g of the sample. Assemble the two sieves and the collecting
container on the shaker (4.1), the sieve with the larger apertures being placed on top. Place the sample
for analysis on the top. Sieve for ten minutes and remove the part collected on the bottom. Sieve
again for one minute and check that the amount collected on the bottom during this time is not more
than 250 mg. Repeat the process (for one minute each time) until the amount collected is less than
250 mg. Weigh the residual material on both sieves separately.

6 EXPRESSION OF THE RESULTS

6. Percentage of material passing sieve of 0.630 mm apertures = (50-M1) × 2 Percentage of
material passing sieve of 0.160 mm apertures = [50 − (M1+M2)l × 2

M1 = weight in g of residue on the sieve with 0.630 mm apertures

M2 = weight in g of residue on the sieve with 0.160 mm apertures

The results are to be rounded up to the nearest unit.

(1) S.R. 1990 No. 286
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