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SOCIAL SECURITY 

No. 464 

The Social Fund (Cold Weather Payments) (General) 
(Amendment No. 2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991 

Made 

Coming into operation 

17th October 1991 

1st November 1991 

The Department of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers 
conferred on it by Article 33(2A) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1986(a) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes 
the following regulations: 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-( 1) These regulations may be cited as the Social Fund (Cold Weather 

Payments) (General) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1991 and shall come into operation on 1st November 1991. 

(2) In these regulations "the principal regulations" means the Social 
Fund (Cold Weather Payments) (General) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1988(b). 

Amendment of regulation 1 of the principal regulations 
2. In regulation 1(2) of the principal regulations (interpretation)-
(a) for the definition of "claimant" there shall be substituted the 

following definition-
" "claimant" means a person who is claiming or has claimed income 

support;" ; 
(b) after the definition of "family" there shall be inserted the following 

definitions-
" "forecast" m~ans a weather forecast produced by the Meteorolo

gical Office and supplied to the Department on a daily basis 
which provides the expected average mean daily temperature 
for a period of 7 consecutive days; 

"forecasted period of cold weather" means a period of 7 
consecutive days, during which the average of the mean daily 
temperature for that period is forecasted to be equal to or below 

(a) SJ. 198611888 (N.I. 18); Article 33(2A) was inserted by paragraph I of Schedule 3 to the Social 
Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1988 (S.I. 1988/594 (N.I. 2». Article 81(1) provides for section 
155(1) to (3A) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Act 1975 (c. 15) (extent of powers) to apply to 
the powers conferred by Article 33(2A); the said section 155(3A) was insert~d by Article 63(1) 

(b) S.R. 1988 No. 368; amended by S.R. 1988 No. 393, S.R. 1989 No. 494, 1990 No. 132 and 1991 
No. 48 
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o degrees Celsius; and for the purposes of this definition where a 
day forms part of a forecasted period of cold weather it shall not 
form part of any other such forecasted period;"; 

(c) after the definition of "mean daily temperature" there shall be 
inserted the following definition-
" "overlap period" means any period of a day or days, where a day 

forms part of a recorded period of cold weather and also forms 
part of a forecasted period of cold weather;"; 

(d) the definition of "period of cold weather" shall be omitted; 
(e) after the definition of "polygamous marriage" there shall be inserted 

the following definitions-
" "Post Office postcode area" has the meaning given to it in 

Schedule 2; 
"recorded period of cold weather" means a period on consecutive 

days, during which the average of the mean daily temperature 
recorded for that period was equal to or below 0 degrees Celsius; 
and for the purposes of this definition where a day forms part of 
a recorded period of cold weather it shall not form part of any 
other such recorded period; 

"sector" means the area identified by the number which 
commences the second part of a Post Office postcode;" . 

Substitution of regulation 2 of the principal regulations 
3. For regulation 2 of the principal regulations (prescribed circumst

ances) there shall be substituted the following regulation-
"Prescribed circumstances 

2.-(1) The prescribed circumstances in which a payment may be 
made out of the social fund to meet expenses for heating under Article 
33(2A) of the Order are-

(a) subject to paragraphs (3), (4) and (5)-
(i) there is a recorded period of cold weather at a station described 

in column (1) of Schedule 1 or, if that station is unable to 
provide temperature information for the period in question, 
the nearest such station to that station able to provide 
temperature information for that period; or 

(ii) there is a forecasted period of cold weather at a station 
described in column (1) of Schedule 1; 

(b) the home of the claimant is, or by virtue of paragraph (2)(b) is 
treated as, situated within a Post Office postcode area in respect of 
which the first mentioned station in sub-paragraph (a) (i) or the 
station mentioned in sub-paragraph (a)(ii), as the case may be, .is 
the designated station; and 

(c) the claimant has been awarded income support in respect of at 
least one day during the recorded or the forecasted period of cold 
weather and either-
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(i) the claimant's applicable amount includes one or more of the 
premiums specified in paragraphs 9 to 14 of Part III of 
Schedule 2 to the General Regulations(a); or 

(ii) a member of the claimant's family is aged less than 5. 
(2) For the purposes of this regulation-
(a) the station described in column (1) of Schedule 1 is the designated 

station for the Post Office postcode areas described in the 
corresponding paragraph in column (2) of that Schedule; 

(b) where the home of the claimant is not situated within a Post Office 
postcode area described in column (2) of that Schedule, it shall be 
treated as situated within the Post Office postcode area nearest to it 
described in that column. 

(3) Subject to paragraphs (4) and (5), where a recorded period of cold 
weather is joined by an overlap period to a forecasted period of cold 
weather a payment under paragraph (1) may only be made in respect of the 
forecasted period of cold weather. 

(4) Where-
(a) there is a continuous period of forecasted periods of cold weather 

and recorded periods of cold weather, each of which is linked by 
an overlap period; and 

(b) the total number of recorded periods of cold weather during that 
continuous period is greater than the total number of forecasted 
periods of cold weather, 

a payment in respect of the last recorded period of cold weather may also 
be made under paragraph (I). 

(5) Where-
(a) a claimant satisfies the prescribed circumstances for a payment 

under paragraph (I) in respect of a recorded period of cold 
weather; 

(b) a payment in respect of the recorded period of cold weather does 
not fall to be made by virtue of paragraph (4); and 

(c) the claimant does not satisfy the prescribed circumstances in 
paragraph (l )(c) in respect of the forecasted period of cold weather 
which is linked to the recorded period of cold weather by an 
overlap period, 

a payment in respect of that recorded period of cold weather may also 
be made under paragraph (I). " . 

Amendment of regulation 3 of the principal regulations 
4. In regulation 3 of the principal regulations (prescribed amount) 

"Subject to regulation 4," shall be omitted. 

(a) S.R.1987No.459;amendedbyS.R.1988Nos.146and431,S.R.1989Nos. 139-and395andS.R. 
1990 No. 387 
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Omission of regulation 4 of the principal regulations 
5. Regulation 4 of the principal regulations (effect and calculation of 

capital) shaH be omitted. 

Substitution of the Schedu1e to the principal regulations 
6. For the Schedule to the principal regulations there shall be substituted 

the Schedules set out in the Schedule to these regulations. 

Revocations 
7. The Social Fund (Cold Weather Payments) (General) (Amendment) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1988(a), the Social Fund (Cold Weather 
Payments) (General) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1989(b) 
and regulation 3(3) of the Social Fund (Miscellaneous Amendments) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1990( c) are hereby revoked. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Health aJ)d Social 
Services on 17th October 1991. 

(L.s.) 

(a) S.R. 1988 No. 393 
Cb) S.R. 1989 No. 494 
(c) S.R. 1990 No. 132 

A. N. Burns 
Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULE 

No. 464 

Regulation 6 

To BE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE SCHEDULE TO THE PRINCIPAL REGULATIONS 

Column (1) 
National Climatological 

Message Station 

1. ALDERGROVE 

2. CARMONEY 

3. CARRIGANS 

4. LISBURN 

"SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 2 

Column (2) 
Description of Post Office 

postcode area 

BTl-16, 18-23, 29, 37-45 

BT48-49, 51-57 
that part of BT47 which consists 
of sectors: BT47· 1 

BT472 
BT473 

BT46, 68-71, 74-82, 92-94 
that part of BT47 which consists of 
sector BT47 4 

BTl7, 24-28, 30-36, 60-67 
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SCHEDULE 2 

DEFiNITION OF POST OFFICE POSTCODE AREA 

2233 

Regulation 1(2) 

In these regulations "Post Office postcode area" means those parts of Northern 
Ireland which are described in the postcode map(a) and are identified by the postcode 
in question-

Postcodes 

BTl-49, BTSl-57, 
BT60-71, 
BT74-82 and BT92-94 

Table 

Map No. 

63 

Map Area 

Northern 
Ireland 

Year of 
Publication 

1991 

(a) Published by Datamaps Ltd, Unit I, 13 Wembley Commercial Centre, East Lane, Wembley, 
Middlesex, HA9 7XX 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations.) 

No. 464 

These regulations further amend the Social Fund (Cold Weather 
Payments) (General) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1988 in the following 
respects-

(a) they introduce a new regulation 2 to provide for cold weather 
payments to be made for a 7 day period if the forecast for the local 
weather station is for the average mean daily temperature to fall to 0 
degrees Celsius or below for the next 7 days (regulation 3); 

(b) they remove regulation 4 which makes provision for the calculation of 
capital limits for the purposes of a claim to cold weather payments 
(regulation 5); 

(c) they insert two new Schedules in the regulations identifying areas 
linked to national climatological message stations by way of Post 
Office postcodes (regulation 6 and the Schedule); 

(d) they make other consequential amendments and revocations 
(regulations 2, 4 and 7). 

The regulations correspond to provision contained in regulations made by 
the Secretary of State for Social Security in relation to Great Britain and 
accordingly, by virtue of section 10(2) of, and paragraph 21 of Schedule 3 to, 
the Social Security Act 1980 (c. 30), are not subject to the requirement of 
section I O( I) of that Act for prior reference to the Social Security Advisory 
Committee. 

The postcode map of Northern Ireland may be obtained from Datamaps 
Ltd, Unit I, 13 Wembley Commercial Centre, East Lane, Wembley, 
Middlesex, HA9 7XX. 

A person may establish the postcode for his address by contacting any Post 
Office. 
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