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1991 No. 455
ANIMALS

" Specified Diseases (Notification and Movement Restrictions)
. Order (Northern Ireland) 1991

" Made . . ) . . 8th October 1991

Coming into operation . . Ist November 1991

- The Department of Agriculture, in exercise of the powers conferred on it
by Articles 5(1), 10(6), 19(e), (f) and (k) and 60(1) of the Diseases of Animals
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981(a) and of every other power enabling it in that
behalf, hereby makes the following Order:

Citation and commencement

1. This Order may be cited as the Specified Diseases (Notification and
Movement Restrictions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1991, and shall come into
operation on 1st November 1991.

Interpretation
2. In this Order—
“‘affected’’ means affected with the specified disease;

“‘carcase’’ means the carcase of an animal and includes part of a carcase,
and the meat, bones, skin, offal or any other part of an animal or any
portion thereof;

“‘cleansing and disinfection notice’’ means a notice in writing served by a
veterinary inspector under Article 6;

‘‘Divisional Veterinary Officer’’ means a Divisional Veterinary Officer
of the Department;

“‘premises’’ includes land with or without buildings;
“‘restriction notice’’ means a notice in the form prescribed in Schedule 2;

““specified disease’’ means a disease, specified in column 2 of Schedule 1
when it affects an animal specified in column 3 of Schedule 1 opposite
the reference to such a disease; and

“‘suspected’’ means suspected of being affected.

Notice of specified disease

3.—(1) A person who has in his possession or undet his charge an
affected or suspected animal or carcase, a veterinary surgeon or other person
who, in the course of his duties, examines or inspects such an animal or
carcase and any person who, following an analysis by him of any sample

(a) S.I. 1981/1115 (N.I. 22) as amended by S.I. 1984/702 (N.I. 2) Art. 17
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taken from an animal or carcase, has reasonable grounds for supposing that
the animal or carcase is affected, shall with all practicable speed, give notice
of the fact—

(a) to an inspector,
(b) to the Divisional Veterinary Officer or
(c) to any member of the Royal Ulster Constabulary.

(2) An inspector, if he is not a veterinary inspector, or a member of the
Royal Ulster Constabulary who receives notice under paragraph (1) shall
immediately inform a veterinary inspector of the fact.

Resmctzons on movement of animals in cases of a specified disease or
suspected specified disease

4.—(1) If the Department has reasonable grounds for supposing that a
specified disease exists on any premises it may serve a restriction notice on the
occupier or person in charge of the premises prohibiting the movement of any
animal, carcase or other thing described in the notice onto or off the premises,
except "under the authority of a licence issued by the Department and in
accordance with any conditions subject to which the licence is issued.

" (2) A restriction notice—

(a) may contain such other restrictions or requirements with regard to the
premises to which it relates or with regard to persons, animals,
carcases or other things on such premises as the Department may
consider necessary for the purpose of preventing the spread of the
specified disease; and

(b) shall continue in force until it is withdrawn by a notice in the form
prescribed in Schedule 3 served by the Department on the occupier or
person in charge of the premises to which the restriction notice relates.

(3) A restriction notice shall be withdrawn by a notice in the form
prescribed in Schedule 3 served by the Department on the occupier or person
in charge of the premises to which the restriction notice relates if it is satisfied
that—

(a) the specified disease which the Department had reasonable grounds
for supposing existed on the premises to which the restriction notice
relates does not so exist; or

(b) the keeping in force of the restriction notice is no longer necessary for
the purposes of this Order.

(4) If any person fails to comply with any of the restrictions on the
movement of any animal, carcase or other thing imposed by a restriction
notice, or with any other restriction or requirement imposed by such a notice,
the Department may, without prejudice to any proceedings for an offence
arising out-of such contravention or default, seize or cause to be seized any
animal, carcase or other thing which has been moved in contravention of any
provision of the notice and detain it at such place as it shall consider
appropriate until the restriction notice is withdrawn by a notice in the form
prescribed in Schedule 3, or, as the case may be, take, or cause to be taken,
such other action as may be necessary so as to ensure that any -other restriction
or requirement imposed by the restriction notice is complied with.
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(5) The amount of any expenses reasonably incurred by the Department
in the exercise of the powers under paragraph (4) shall be recoverable as a
civil debt by the Department from the person who caused or permitted such
contravention or, as the case may be, from the person in default.

Veterinary enquiry as to the existence of a specified disease

5.—(1) For the purposes of ascertaining whether or not a specified
disease exists on any premises in respect of which a restriction notice has been
served a veterinary inspector may—

(a) carry out, or cause to be carried out, such enquiries, examinations and
tests; and

(b) take, or cause to be taken, such samples,
as he may consider necessary for the purpose of diagnosis.

(2) A veterinary inspector may mark, or cause to be marked, for
identification purposes any animal, carcase or other thing in relation to which
any of the powers under paragraph (1) has been exercised.

(3) The occupier or person in charge of the premises or any person in his
employment shall render such reasonable assistance to a veterinary inspector
as he may require for the purpose of facilitating the exercise of his powers
under paragraph (1) or (2).

Cleansing and disinfection

6.—(1) Where a restriction notice has been served in respect of any
premises a veterinary inspector may serve a cleansing and disinfection notice
In writing on the occupier or person in charge of the premises requiring him to
cleanse and disinfect the premises in the manner specified in the notice and
within such time as may be so specified.

(2) If any person on whom a cleansing and disinfection notice has been
served under paragraph (1) fails to comply with the requirements of the
notice, an inspector or other officer of the Department may, without prejudice
to any proceedings arising out of such default, carry out or cause to be carried
out the cleansing and disinfection required by the notice, and the amount of
any expenses reasonably incurred by it in doing so shall be recoverable as a
civil debt by the Department from the person in default.

General provisions as to licences

7.—(1) The Department may, where it considers it necessary for the
purpose of preventing the spread of a specified disease, revoke or vary any
licence issued under this Order by notice in writing served on the person to
whom the licence was issued.

(2) Any person acting under the authority of a licence issued under this
Order shall ensure that the licence accompanies whatever is being moved
under its authority and that person shall, on demand made by an inspector or
other officer of the Department or by a member of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary produce the licence and allow a copy or extract to be taken, and
shall also, on such demand, furnish his name and address.
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Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture on 8th
October 1991.

(L.s.) P.T. Todl
Assistant Secretary
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SCHEDULE 1 Atrticle 2

SPECIFIED DISEASES (NOTIFICATION AND MOVEMENT
RESTRICTIONS) ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1991

Specified Diseases

Item Disease Animal

M | @ - | ©)
1. Blué tongue " Sheep, cattle
2. Vesicular stomatitis Horses, zebras, cattle, pigs.
3. Peste des petits ruminants Ungulates
4. Rift valley fever ' Cattle, sheep
5. Lumpy skin disease Cattle
6. Viral haemorrhagic disease Rabbits
7. Goat pox Goats
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SCHEDULE 2 Articles 2 and 4

SPECIFIED DISEASES (NOTIFICATION AND MOVEMENT
RESTRICTIONS) ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1991

Restriction Notice

The Department of Agriculture hereby gives you notice as the occupier/*person in
charge of the premises described below that, in accordance with the provisions of
Article 4 of the above Order, until this notice is withdrawn by a further notice served
on you—

(a) no animal, carcase or other thing described below shall be moved onto or off
the premises so described, except under the authority of a licence issued by the
Department of Agriculture and in accordance with any conditions subject to
which the licence is issued; and

(b) [other restrictions or requirements].

Descﬁption of premises, stating full postal address

Premises .......coceveiieieiiiininnns E ettt e ettt et e e e tatnanr e taeaanaas
- Full postal address ............... et
Description of animals, carcases, other things
Signed .....oiiiiii Dated ......oceovvviieieninnans 19
(Veterinary Inspector)
Name in blOCK IStEIS ..uveriiniiei ittt v e e e e eaneaans
Official address

NOTE: The veterinary inspector is with all practicable speed to send copies of this
restriction notice to the officer in charge of the nearest operational police
station of the Royal Ulster Constabulary and to the Department of
Agriculture.

Failure to comply with the notice may constitute an offence against the Diseases of
Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1981.

*Delete as appropriate.



2204 Animals No. 455
SCHEDULE 3 Article 4

SPECIFIED DISEASES (NOTIFICATION AND MOVEMENT
RESTRICTIONS) ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1991

Withdrawal of Restriction Notice

o T PO USSP
OF e e

The Department of Agriculture hereby withdraws, asfrom ................... 19...,
the restriction notice sIgNed by ......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiii
and SErved ON YO ON ...ouiuiininininiiiie ittt ittt ee i eaee e eeaanes 19...

in respect of the following premises.

Description of premises, stating full postal address

(Veterinary Inspector)
NaAmME N BIOCK IBUEIS .ottt e e et e e
Off1CIal AAAIESS  ..neiiiini et et et e

NOTE: The veterinary inspector is with all practicable speed to send copies of this
notice to the officer in charge of the nearest operational police station of the
Royal Ulster Constabulary and to the Department of Agriculture.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order.)

This Order imposes duties and provides powers in relation to certain
diseases (‘‘specified diseases’’) when they affect certain animals (see
Schedule 1 for details of the diseases and animals).

The Order requires certain persons to give notice of the specified diseases
to an inspector, the Divisional Veterinary Officer or a member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary (Article 3).

The Order also provides for—

(a) the imposition of movement restrictions by the Department if it has
reasonable grounds to suppose that a specified disease exists on any
premises (Article 4),

(b) the investigation by a veterinary inspector into the existence of
specified diseases of animals and the carrying out by him of
examinations and tests for the purposes of diagnosis (Article 5), and

(c) the cleansing and disinfection of premises (Article 6).

Northern Ireland is required, further to Commission Decision
89/162/EEC (0.J. No. L61,4.3.89, p. 48) which supplements the Annexes to
Council Directive 82/894/EEC (O.J. No. L378, 31.12.82, p. 58) as amended
by Regulation (EEC) No. 3768/85 (O.J. No. L.362, 31.12.85, p. 8) to notify
the Commission and other Member States of outbreaks of various diseases of
animals comprising those already notifiable under national legislation and
those other than viral haemorrhagic disease specified in this Order.

Any person who without lawful authority or excuse, proof of which shall
lie on him, contravenes any provision of the Order shall be guilty of an
offence against the Diseases of Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1981. The
penalty, on summary conviction, is a fine at level 5 on the standard scale
(currently £2,000) or in the case of an offence committed with respect to more
than 5 animals, a fine at level 3 on the standard scale (currently £400) for each
animal; or in the case of an offence committed in relation to carcases or other
inanimate things a fine at level 5 on the standard scale (currently £2,000)
together with a further fine at level 3 on the standard scale (currently £400) in
respect of every 508 kilogrammes in weight of the carcases or other things
after the first 508 kilogrammes.
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