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The Department of Commerce, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by 
Articles 19(2), (3) and (7) of the Weights and Measures (Northern Ireland) Order 
1981 (a) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf, and after consultation, in 
accordance with Article 48(2) of that Order. with such organisations as appear to it to 
be representative of interests substantiaIly affected by this Order and consideration of 
the representations made to it by such organisations with respect to the subject matter 
of this Order, hereby makes the following Order: 

Citation. commencement and interpretation 
1.-( I) This Order may be cited as the Weights and Measures (Edible Fats) Order 

(Northern Ireland) 1981 and shall come into operation on 10th August 1981. 
(2) In this Order "edible fats" means-
(a) butter, margarine. any mixture of butter and margarine, and low fat spreads 

(butter or margarine substitutes); 
(b) dripping and shredded su'et; 
(c) lard and compound cooking fat. and substitutes therefor; 
Cd) solidified edible oil (except in gel form). 

Rel'()cation 
2.-(1) Th~ Weights and Measures (Variou.s Goods) (Termination ·of Imperial 

Quantities) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979(1)) .shaIl cease to. apply ~o edible· fats. 
(2) References. to the Weights and Measures (Edible Fats) Order (Northern 

Ireland) I 976(c) incQlumns I. 2 and 3 of th~ Schedule to the Weights and Mel!sures 
(Various Goods) (Termination oflmperial Qu~ntities) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979 
shaIl be deleted. 

(3) The Weights·and Measures (Edible Fats) Order (Northern· Ireland) 1976 is 
hereby revoked. 

Control (~f sale 
3. Edible fats which are not pre-packed shall be sold by retail only by net weight. 

Pre-Packing requirements 
4. Subject to Article 5, edible fats shaIl be pre-packed-
(a) except wh~re made up in a quantity exceeqing IOkg, only if they are made up 

. in one of the following quantities by net weight, that is to say-
50g. 125g. 250g, 500g or a multip·le of 500g up to and including 4kg, or 
thereafter a multiple of lkg up to and including IOkg; and 

(b) only if the container is marked with an indication of quantity by net weight. 

(a) S.1. 1981/231 (N.1. 10) 
(b) S.R. 1979 No. 197 
(c) S.R. 1976 No. 288 



1080 Weights and.Measures No. 206 

Exemption 
5. Edible fats described in Article I (2)(a) pre-packed in a quantity not exceeding 

25g shall be exempted from the requirements of Article 4. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Commer~e for Northern 
Ireland on 26th June 1981. 

(L.s.) W. T. McCrory 
Assistant Secretary 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order.) 

This Order revokes and replaces the Weights and Measures (Edible Fats) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 1976 [S.R. 1976 No. 288]. The Order also amends the Weights 
and Measures (Various Goods) (Termination ofImperial Quantities) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 1979 [S.R. 1979 No. 197]. 

The Order provides that, except where the quantity exceeds I Okg, edible fats may 
be pre-packed only in a prescribed range of metric weights and provided that the 
container is marked with an indication of quantity by net weight. Pre-packs of butter, 
margarine, any mixture of butter and margarine, and low fat spreads (butter or 
margarine substitutes) made up in a quantity not exceeding 25g are exempt from the 
requirements of the Order. 

Edible fats which are not pre-packed may be sold by retail only by net weight. 
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