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The Department Qf CQmmerce, in exercise Qf the PQwers cQnferred by sectiQn 1 Qf
the CQnsumer PrQtectiQn Act (NQrthern Ireland) 1965(a) and nQW vested in it(b) and
Qf every Qther PQwer enabling it in that behalf, after cQnsultatiQn with such persQns
and bQdies Qf perSQnS as 'appear to, it to, be requisite, hereby makes the fQllQwing
RegulatiQns:-

Citation and commencement
1.-(1) These RegulatiQns may be cited as the Oil Lamps (Safety) RegulatiQns
(NQrthern lieland) 1980.
(2) These RegulatiQns except RegulatiQn 9 shall CQme into, QperatiQn(a) Qn 1stJune 1980 in relatiQn to, the sale Qr PQssessiQn fQr the purpQse Qf sale Qf

gQQds and cQmpQnent parts by the manufacturer Qr importer thereof into
Northern Ireland; and
(b) on 31st December 1980 in any other case.
(3) Regulation 9 shall come into, operation Qn 31st December 1980.

Interpretation
2.-(1) In these Regulations"the Act" means the CQnsumer Protection Act (Northern Ireland) 1965;
"the British Standard Specification of 1976" means the British Standard
Specification fQr KerQsine (Paraffin) Lighting Appliances for Domestic Use
BS 2049: 1976 published on 31st August 1976, as amended by Amendment
Slip No.1 published on 30th June 1978;
"full fuel level' ' in relation to an oil lamp means the level marked on the lamp as
the maximum to which it may prQperly be filled with' fuel Qr, where no such
level is marked, the highest level to which the lamp can be filled with fuel
withQut overflQwing when it is standing Qn a level horizontal surface;
"Qil lamp" means an appliance intended fQr indQor domestic use (including
hurricane lamps suitable fQr such use) and designed for Qr capable Qf lighting
by means or the burning of kerosene with the meaning Qf Chapter 27 in
section V of the Annex to, CQuncil RegulatiQn (EEC) No. 3000/75(c)
(commQnly called paraffin), but dQes nQt include any appliance which
requires fQr its QperatiQn a pressure in its fuel container greater than
atmQspheric pressure.
(2) Any reference in these Regulations to any requirement of, or any test specified
in, the British Standard Specification of 1976 inchides a reference to any requirement
Qr test-incorporated in that SpecificatiQn by reference to, Qne Qr more Qther British
Standard Specifications.
(3) FQr the purposes of these Regulations any reference to, a British Standard
Specification (other than the British Standard SpecificatiQn Qf 1976) shall be
construed as a reference to that Specification as amended befQre 31 st August 1976.

Tests
3. For the purpose of any test Qf an oil lamp specified in Regulations 11, 13 and 17
to 21(a) the fuel used shall comply with the requirements Qf Appendix A to the Brit~sh
Standard SpecificationQf 1976, and in these Regulations "test-fuel" shall be
cQnstrued accordingly;'
(a) 1965 c. 14 (N.!.)
.
(b) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1973 No. 504 Art. 5(c) (IT, p. 2992)
(c) 0.1. No. L. 304, 24.11.75, p. 1
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(b) the conditions under which the test is carried on shall comply with the
requirements of Appendix B to that Specification; and
(c) the oil iamp shall be filled to its full fuel level, lit and adjusted as soon as
possible to give the rate of burning at which the test is to be carried out; the
flame may be adjusted as necessary but only during the first 30 minutes from
lighting up.

Warnings and instructions
4.-( 1) Subject to paragraph (2), an oil lamp shall be marked indelibly and legibly
with the words:
"Warning: Use only paraffin".

(2) Until 31st December 1980 an oil lamp shall be deemed to comply with
paragraph (1) if it is marked indelibly and legibly with a warning that only kerosene
should be used as a fuel or with a warning against the use of petrol as a fuel.
(3) Subject to paragraph (4), an oil lamp shall be accompanied by the following
warnings and instructions:(a) the words "Warning: Use only paraffin";
(b) the maximum and minimum flame settings recommended by the
manufacturer; and
(c) any speciat precautions necessary for the safe use, operation and
extinguishment of the lamp.
(4) Until 31st December 1980 an oil lamp shall be deemed to comply with the
requirement of paragraph (3)(a) if it is accompanied by a warning that only kerosene
shall be used or by· a warning against the use of petrol as a fuel.
General provisions
5. The construction of and strength of materials of an oil lamp shall be such that no
breakage, discharge offuel or distortion which might affect its. safe working shall take
place under normal use.
Fuel containers
6.-( 1) The fuel container of an oil lamp shall be constructed of, or shall be coated
internally with:(a) a material which is insoluble in test fuel and which does not soften or
otherwise deteriorate through exposure to test fuel; and
(b) any part of the fuel container which is made of ferrous metal other than
stainless steel and which is submerged when the oil lamp is standing on a level
horizontal surface and the depth of fuel in the container is 25 mm above its
lowest internal point shall be made of, or shall be coated internally with, a
material which is resistant to corrosion by ionisable corrosive compounds in
any water present in the container.

(2) All joints in the fuel container below the full fuel level shall be thoroughly
sweated with solder or welded as appropriate to the metal"used or otherwise jointed so
that the joint is airtight to a pressure of O· 2 bar. The container and any internal coating
material shall not be susceptible to thermal or mechanical damage arising from
normal use and operation of the oil lamp.
(3) The maximum capacity of a fuel container shall be 2 litres except that in the
case of glass containers the maximum capacity shall be 1 litre.
Flame regulator
7. Any device for regulating the flame of an oil lamp shall be readily accessible
and capable of ea:sy adjustment when the lamp is alight and shall adjust the flame
evenly.
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Inner and outet wick tube
8. The inner and outer wick tubes shall be sufficiently strong to ensure that
distortion which might affect its proper working does not arise under normal use.
Removable parts
9. Without prejudice to Regulation 10, any part of an oil lamp which is capable of
being removed and the absence or incorrect fitting of which might affect the safe
working of the lamp shall(a) be so constructed that it cannot 'be fitted incorrectly, or, if that is not
reasonably practicable,
.
(b) have an indication of its correct position in the oil lamp clearly marked on it or
on another part' of the oil lamp near that position in such a manner that the
, marking may easily be seen when the part is being replaced, or if that is ,not
reasonably practicable,
'
(c) have an indication of its correct position clearly marked in a document
accompanying the lamp.'
The burner
10.-(1) An oil lamp and any burner or part of any burner which is capable of
being detached from the oil lamp shall be so constructed that it is impossible to insert
the part on to the burner or the burner into the oil lamp incorrectly.
(2) The burner shall be SQ constructed that the flame cannot flash back into the fuel
container and so arranged that fuel cannot splash on to the flame while the oil lamp is
in normal use.
'
Continuous burning
11. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that it will not fail to satisfy any of the tests
specified in Schedule 1.
r

Strength of joints
12. Without prejudice to Reguhttion 6(2), any joint which, if it became loose or
broke, might cause the oil lamp to become unstable or cause fuel to leak from the oil
lamp shall be so constructed as to withstand a pull of 100 Newtons.
Emission of carbon monoxide
13. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that when it is burning at any rate at which
it will burn normally it will not emit more than, one part by volume of carbon
monoxide for every fifty parts of carbon dioxide.
Stability
14. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that, whether full of fuel or empty, it can
be tipped to an angle of 200 from the vertical in any direction without overturning.
Safety on overturning
15.-(1) An oil lamp designed for use on horizontal surfaces shall be so
constructed that if tested in accordance with the tests specified in Appendix D of the
British Standard Specification of 1976 each time the lamp is overturned any fuel
which may escape during the first 15 seconds after the laplp is overturned will not
exceed .the product of 55 m1 and the number of the lamp's burners, or, where any
burner has more than one wick, the product of 55 ml imd the number of wicks which
have their own winder.
(2) The volume of any fuel which may escape from the lamp shall be calculated in
the manner specified in the said Appendix D.
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(3) For the purpose of paragraph (1), the reference in the said Appendix D to the
filling of the fuel container to the full capacity indicated by the manufacturer shall be
~aken to be a reference to filling to the full fuel level.
Fuel creep
16. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that when it is operated under normal
conditions no fuel may spread over.any part of it so as to cause an increase in the size
of the flame of the burner.
Flame creep
17. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that if it is operated at the manufacturer's
recommended maximum setting its flame will not increase in s;.ze at any time during
the 5 hours following its final adjustment.
.
Emission of smoke
18. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that if it is operated at the manufacturer's
recommended ,11}aximum setting its flame will not emit visible smoke at any time
during a period beginning 30 minutes after the lamp was lit and ending when 90 per
cent of the fuel in its container has been consumed.
Surface temperature
19.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2); an oil lamp shall be so constructed that if it is
tested in accordance.with the test specified in paragraph E.l of Appendix E to the
British Standard Specification of 1976 the surface temperature of any part of the lamp
described in Schedule 2 will not exceed the limit specified in that Schedule in relation
to that part.
(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1) the words "using BS 2869 type Cl
Kerosine' 'and the third sentence of the said paragraph E.l of Appendix E shall be
omitted.
(3) An oil lamp with a carrying handle shall be so constructed that if tested in
accordance with the test specified; in paragraph E.2 of Appendix E.to the British
Standard Specification of 1976 the temperature of the heat baffle, measured on the
thermocouple, shall not exceed 65°C, converted for a room temperature of 16°C as
specified in paragraph E.l of Appendix E.
Fuel temperature
20. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that if it is filled upto its full fuel level and
'-::_'::_':::::.=--JlJlowed to burn at any setting within the maximum and minimum recommended by
,
the manufacturer until 95 per cent of the contents of the fuel container have been
consumed the temperature of the top 5 mm of the fuel remaining in the fuel container
will not exceed 38°C in a room temperature of 16°C.
Draught resistance
21. An oil lamp shall be so constructed that it will satisfy the tests specified in
Schedule 3.
Prohibition on' sale
22. Section 2(1) and (2) of the Act (which prohibit sale and possession for sale of
goods and component parts not complying with regulations) shall apply in relation to
goods and component parts manufactured before the imposition of these requirements
notwithstanding anything in section 2(4) (which exempts such goods and parts unless
regulations otherwise provide).
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Letting under hire-purchase agreement or on hire
23. Section 2(1) to (3) of the Act (except subsection (3)(d) and (e» (which relate
to sale and possession for sale of goods and component parts not complying with
. regulations) shall, except as provided by" section 2(6), apply in relation to goods to
which these Regulations apply as if references to selling or to a sale included
references to letting under a hire-purchase "agreement or on hire, and the reference to a
sale under a credit-sale agreement were a reference to letting under a hire-purchase
agreement.
Exemptions
24.-(1) These Regulations shall not apply to any article which is, or which is
sold or possessed for the purpose of sale as , a collector's piece and which was, or most
parts of which were, manufactured before 1st September 1976 or to any article
(whether or not a collector's piece) which was, or most parts of which were,
manufactured before the year 1940.

(2) Any component part which is intended to be used oniy as a replacement part in
the course of repair of an oil lamp disposed of by retail before 31 st December 1980
shall be exempted from the operation of section 2(2} of the Act.

Testing and enforcement
25.-(1) The Schedule to the Act (which relates to inspection, testing and
enforcement by district councils) shall have effect in relation to goods to which these
Regulations apply.
(2) Any test of an oil lamp or component part of an oil lamp, being"a test such as is
referred to in paragraph 2 of the Schedule to the Act (which empowers a district
council to purchase goods for the purposes of a test), shall be carried out, at the
expense of the district council, by such person or body as may be authorised by the
Department of Commerce to carry out such a test.
Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Commerce for Northern "
Ireland on 18th January, 1980.
(L.s.)

W. T. McCrory
Assistant Secretary
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SCHEDULE 1

Regulation 11

CONTINUOUS BURNING TESTS

1. The oil lamp shall be operated at any setting between the manufacturer's recommended
maximum and minimum flame settings for eight hours or uhtil all the ftiel is consumed,
whichever period is shorter.
2. The oil lamp fails to satisfy the test if(a) it catches ·fIre at any time during the test, or
(b) visual inspection of the oil lamp carried out after completion of the test shows any
distortion', fracture or breakage.that would cause it to be unsafe.
3. The test shall be repe(lted, and paragraph 2 applies to the·repeated test as it applies to the
first test.
.
4. After the completion of the said tests, the deep-drawn brass parts shall be tested in
accordance with the mercurous nitrate test specifIed in paragraph 12 of Part 2 of the British
Standard SpecifIcation for Copper and Copper Alloys, Tubes BS 2871: Part 2 1972 published
on 29th February 1972.
.
5. The oil lamp fails to satisfy the test set out in paragraph 4 if the test reveals any evidence
of cracking in the deep-drawn brass parts.

/
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SCHEDULE 2

Regulation 19

MAXIMUM SURFACE TEMPERATURES

Column 1

Description of part of oil lamp

Column 2
Maximum temperature
Degrees centigrade

Any part made of metal or of a material of a thermal
conductivity not lowerthan that of steel and not higher
than that of aluminium, being a part which it may be
necessary to touch in order to extinguish the oil lamp
or to adjust its flame

60

. Any part made of a material whose thermal
conductivity is substantially lower than that of steel,
being a part such as is described above

85
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TESTS FOR DRAUGHT RESISTANCE

1. The oil lamp shall be operated at the manufacturer's recommended maximum setting in a
, wind tunnel constructed and operated in accordance with the provisions of Appendix H to the
British Standard Specification of 1976.
2. After the oil lamp has been operating for 30 minutes it shall be exposed for 5 minutes to a
steady frontal horizontal draught at a velocity not exceeding.g metres per second. During this 5
minute period not more than 10 flashes offlame shall appear outside the lamp, none of which
~halllast as long as one second or exceed 50 millimetr(j/! in length.
3. Subject to paragraph 4 after the end' of the test speCified in paragraph 2 the draught shall
be stopped and the oil lamp allowed to burn for 15 minutes. During this 15 minute period no
flame shall appear outside the oil lamp.
4. If during the test specified in paragraph 2 the flame is extinguished the draught shall be
stopped immediately. During the following 15 minutes no flame shall appear outside the oil
lamp.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to
indicate their general purport.)

These Regulations impose safety requirements fOJ: indoor oi:llamps based on the
provisions of British Standard BS 2049: 1976, as amended.
Regulation 4 relates to warnings to be borne on, and instructions to accompany,
oil lamps. Regulations 5 to 21 relate to the construction, design and performance of
oil lamps, including provisions relating to resistance of fuel containers to corrosion,
emission of carbon monoxide ·.and· smoke, safety on overturning, stability, surface
temperature and performance in a draught. Regulation 24 makes certain exemptions.
British Standard 2049: 1976 and British Standard 2871: 1972, to which reference
is made in the Regulations, may be obtained from the British Standards Institution,
101 Pentonville Road, London N1 9ND. Publications referred to in the EEe
Regulations in which kerosene is defined (referred to in the definition of "oil lamp"
in Regulation 2) are also obtainable from the Institution at the above address.

