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1979 No. 281· 

.' 'ANIMALS 

. ' piseases,. of,. ,Animals, (I~portatiOll .of Machinery) Order 
, . (Northern Ireland) .1979 ' 

. :.' 

Made 

No. 281 

... ' .: .. ', ,:Coming. ,intq· operation, : ,., 

, 10th August 1979· 

'. 1st September 1979· 

The Department(a) of Agriculture, in exercise of the powers' conferred on 
it by sections 5, 13, 18, 23 and 53 of the Diseases of Animals Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1958(h) (as extended in the case of sections 5, 13, 18 and 23 by the 
Diseases of Animals (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 1975(c», and of 
every other power enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following Order: 

Citation and commencement 
1. This Order may be cited as the Diseases of Animals (Importation of 

Machinery) Order (Northern IrelandJ.1979 .¥-d shall come into' operation on . 
1st September 1979. ' .. , . 

Interpl:~tati~~l , : ' ... ::'~ : ... ' 
," 2. in this Order":':'" . 

;'!' " " .. 

: . ~ .' 

"animals" means cattle, sheep, goats, all other ruminating animals. and 
swine; 

"the Department" means the Department of Agriculture; 
"disinfected" means disinfected by means of a disinfectant which-

(a) where disinfection is to be carried out in accordance with a notice 
served under Article 3, h~ been approved for the purpose by the 
Department under th.e Disea.se,? of Animals (Approval of Disinfec
tants) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(d); or, 

,.,{b) in any otlJ.er ,.~~se. has. been .0ffici~lly ~pproved ~n .the country 
, , 'Where' disinfec;:~ion tak~s place; . , . , . . 

'~tIHichiiiery;' means-: ',' ., '..,' ,,',. , . ". . . 

(a) any article of machinery or equipment which has been on land 
used for· the purposes of agriculture or horticulture in any country 
outside Northern Ireland or any part of such article; and 

(b) lorries. articulated vehicles, trailers and other containers us~d for. 
the carriage of animals or poultry including any part of such 
lorries. articulated vehicles. trailers and other containers; 

"poultry" means domestic fowls. turkeys, geese. ducks and guinea-fowls. 
\! :,,1; 

, .. , 

:"" :." : '.: .... " . 
.'" . :.. - .,' 

(a) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 s, 40 and Sch. 5 para. 8(1}' 
(b) 1958 c. 13 (N.!.) 
(c) S.I. 1975{1307 (N.I. 12) 
Cd) S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1972 No. 16 (p, 55) 
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Cleansing and disinfection of machinery , . 
3.-'-(1) ·Subject to the provisions of this Order no person shall impprt, or 

cause or permit to be imported any machinery unless before being loaded int!) 
the vessel, hovercraft, aircraft or other conveyance in which it is brought into 
Northern Ireland, it has been cleansed and disinfected in the manner des
cribed in the Schedule. 

(2) Where in the opinion of an inspector any machinery being imported 
has not been cleansed and disinfected in accordance with paragraph (1), the 
inspector may by notice served on the owner, consignor, consignee or person 
"for the time being in charge of such machinery, require the person on whom the 
notice is served to detain that machinery on board any vessel, hovercraft, air
craft or other conveyance, and at the expense of that person cause it to be· 
exported within a period specified in the notice. 

(3) If any machinery is landed in contravention of this Order, an inspector 
may by notice served on the owner, com~ignor, consignee or the person for the 
time being in charge of such machinery, require the person on whom the notice 
is served at .the expense of that person and within a period specified in the 
notice either-

(a) to cau~e that machinery to be cleansed and disinfected in accordance 
with this Order; or 

(b) to cause that machinery to be exported or destroyed. 

(4) Any machinery in respect of which a notice is served under paragraph 
(2) or (3) shall not be moved during the period specified in such notice except 
with the written consent of an inspector. 

(5) If any person Qn whom a notice is served under this Article ·fails to 
comply with the requirements of such notice, the Department may without 
prejudice to any proceedings for infringement 6f this Order, carry out or cause 
to be carried out the requirements of the notice. . 

Certificate of cleansing and disinfection 
. 4. The Department may reguireany machinery to be accompanied at the 

time of importation by a certificate signed by an officer in the appropriate 
Department of the government of the exporting country, to the effect that 
cleansing and disinfection of the machinery were carried out in accordance 
with this Order. 

Importation from Republic of Ireland 
5.-(1) Subject to paragraph (4) Articles 3 and 4 shall apply to machinery 

impor.ted f!;'om the Republic of Ireland only while a direction ilnder paragraph 
(2) is in force. 

(2) If at any time the Department has reason to believe that there is·an 
outbreak of disease m the Republic of Ireland and it is necessary to act as a 
matter of urgency to prevent the introduction of disease into Northern Ireland 
the Department may direct that the provisions of Articles 3 and 4 shall apply 
to machinery imported from the Republic of .Ireland. 

(3) Where the Depru;tment makes a direction under paragraph (2) it shall 
be p~blished in the Belfast Gazette and the Department shall take all other 
reasonable steps it considers necessary to bring it to the notice of any person 
who is likely to be affected by it, and in any proceedings for an· offence 
arising by virtue only of the direction, it shall be a defence that at the time 

42A. . . 
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the offence was committed the acciIsed had no reason.."to believethat·the 
di,rection was. in exi~tence, A direction under this Arti~le shall reIl;l~ in force 
until revoked by the Department. 

. .{4} Paragraph (1) shall D9t apply to machinery imparted through the 
Republic ·of Ireland from any other country. . .' 

Saving for existing powers 
'. 6. :N'othing in· this -Order shall prejudice or' affect the operation of any 
provision of the'Di~eases of Animals (Unlawful' Importations) Order (Northern· 
Ireland) 1963(e). the Diseases of Animals (Importation of Poultry) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 1965(f). or the ~portation 6f Dung Order (Northem 
Ireland) 1967(g).· 

Offences 
" ,7~ ItsJIall be'u:qlawfulfpr~y ~rson to contravene any provision <>f this 
Order'or the terms of a notic~ issued thereunder. .' .. '. 

Sealed with 'the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture for ;Nprtliern 
Ireland on 10th August 1979. .. 

(L.s.) 

(e) S.R. & 0." (N.I,) 1963 No. 178 (p. (14) 
(f) S.R. & O.(N.I.) -1965 No; 175(p. 635) 
(g) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1967 No. 179 (p. 669) 

S. 'R. Armstrong . 
. . ASsistant Secretary,· 

.,": . 

. ~ . .'. . 

'. , . 

,. :r 
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Article 3 

Cleansing and disinfection requItedimder Article 3 shall be carried out to the 
satisfaction Qf an inspec~or in the following manner-

, . . " . 
1. Machinery uSed for the carr1!lge of.~nimals or poultry-
(a) The fioor, sides and ends of the inside and the sides and ends of the outside 

of .suqh machipery and all other parts thereof with which a~y, animal or 
its droppings or' other excretions may have come into contact, shall be 
scraped and swept at;ld scrapings and sweepings .. and all d~~, sawdust, 
litter and other matter shall be removed. . 

(b) After the requ.irem~Qts Qf par~graph (arh~ve peen complied with, the same 
parts of that machinery shalJ. be :thoroughly washed or scrubbed with 

, water and. then thoroughly disin,fected. 

2. Other machinery-
Machinery other than the items mentioned in paragraph ,I, shall. ,be 

thoroughly scraped to remove any dung, litter, soil' or other matter adhering 
thereto and shall th~n ·be thoroughly washed or .,' scrubped with water and 
41sinfected; but if s~ch ll,lethods of ,cleansin,g and 4~sinfe.cqon,. are likely: t9 . c~'!ls~ 
damage to electronic or fragile machinery, cleansing and disinfection .shall be 
carried out in accordance with the directions of the Department as obtained in' 
advance ,of importation. 

(This note is not part .of the Order, but is intended to indicate: , , 
itsgeueral purport.) " .. 

This Order prohibits the importation of-machinery which has been used on 
agricultural or horticultural land in: an~ country outside Northern I~eland' and 
the ,Repu9li9 of Irelan~ unless such machinery has been thOfOl,lgJliy cleansed 
and disinfected as prescribed in the Sch~dule. Lorries~· articulated vehicles, 
trailers, etc., used for the carriage of animals come under the control of the 
Order. . 

Where imported machinery has not been satisfactorily cleansed and 
disinfected, an inspector maY issue a notice requiring it to be cleansed and 
disinfected, or -to be exported or destroyed. " 

The Department is empowered to require that machinery be accompanied 
at the time of importation by a certificate signed on behalf of the government 
of the exporting country to the effect that cleansing and disinfection have been 
carried out in accordance with -the Order. 

Articles 3 and 4 of the' Order do not apply to the Republic of Ireland unless 
in the interest of preventing the introduction of disease, a direction is made by 
the Department. . 
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This Order has been exempted fto·m. pr!nting by the· Statut6fy Rules' Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1958. , 

A summary is given in the List of Statqtory. ,Rqles of a,Lo.eal. ~hatact~r undet 
'the heading ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEHICL.ES.··' . 
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