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1976 No. 369
EXPLOSIVES
Explosives (No. 2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976

Made
Coming into operation

29th Nover.nber 1976
2nd ·February 1977

Tobe laid before Parliament
The Secretary of 8tate(a) in pursuance of section 3 ·of the Explosives Act
(Northern Ireland) 1970(b) hereby makes the following regulations:
Citation and commencement
1. These regulations may be cited as the Explosives (No. 2) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1976 and shall come into operation on 2nd February 1977.
lnterpretation
2. In these regulations"authorised shot firer", subject to regulation 4(4), means a person who is
licensed asa shot firer under regulation 4(1);
"blasting operation." means a blasting operation in which explosives are
used;
"licence", subject to regulation 4(4), means a licence granted under regulation 4(1);
"shot firer" means a person in oharge of a blas.ting operation;
"shot" means an explosion of :explosives; and
"the 1971 Regulations" means the Explosives Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1971(c}.
Revocation and saving for existing licences
3.-{1) Subject to paragraph (2), regulations 2 to 7 of .the 1971 Regulations are ;revoked.
(2) A licence issued under regulations 3 and 4 of the 1971 Regulations ·and
in force on the date of the coming into force of .these regulations shall remain
in force for a period of 6 months from that date (unless it wOJlld otherwise
cease to remain in force and subject to the continued application during that
period of regulations 5 and 6 of the 1971 Regulations) and expire at the end
of that period.
.
Shot firers to be licensed by 'Secretary of State
4.-{1) A pers~)D shall not fire a shot in any blasting operation unless he is
authoriSed to act as a shot firer under a licence granted by the Secretary of
State.

(a) form!)rly the Minister of iHome Affairs for Northern Ireland; see S.l. 1973/2163
(1973 llI, p .. 7541)
(b) 1970 c. 10 (N.l.)
(c) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1971 No. 332 (p. 1534)
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(2) A person. shall not charge a shot hole or prepare for a shot in any
blasting operation unless he is an authorised shot firer or unless he does so
under the supervision of an authorised shot firer.

(3) A person shall not employ another as a shot firer unless that other .is
an authorised shot firer.
.
(4) In this. regulation"licence" includes a licence for the time being in force by virtue of regulation 3(2); and
"authorised shot firer" includes the holder of such a licence.

Application for lic.ence to be accompanied by photographs
5.-{1) An application for iIlhe grant of a licence shall be accompanied by
two recent photographs of the applicant.
(2) The photographs referred to in paragraph (1) shall be(a) taken full face, without a hat;
(b) not more than 63 mm..by 50 mm or less than 50 mm 'by 38 mm in size;
(c) printed on normal thin photographic paper unglazed on the back and
unmounted: and
shall bear an endorsement on the reverse side signed and dated by a member
of the Royal Ulster Constabulary as follows:"I verify that this is a true likeness of (full name)".
Form of licence and duration
6. A licence 1S4allCa) bear a photograph of and be signed by the holder;
Cb) be in the form ·set out in the schedule;
(c) ·unless sooner revoked. remain in force for one year commencing with
the date on which it was granted or was last renewed.
Persons to whom licence may be granted
7. A licence shall not ·1?e granted Ito a person unlessCa) he has attained Ithe age of 21 years;
(b) he is certified to be competent to carry out blasting operations either
by his. employer or by some authority approved by the Secretary of
State; and
(c) the commander of the police division in which he resides is satisfied
that he is a fit and !responsible person.
Revocation of licence
8.-(1) Where-'Ca) an authorised shot firer ceases to ·operate or be employed as a shot
firer; or
(b) his employer or some other authority approved by the Secretary of
State certifies that he is no longer competent to carry out blasting
operations; or
Cc) the commander of the police division in which he resides informs the
Secretary of State that in his opinion he is no longer a fit person to
hold a licence,
the licence shall be revoked.
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(2) An authorised shot firer shall notify the member of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary in charge of the police station nearest to his residence(a) where he has ceased to operate or be employed as a shot firer, that he
has so ceased; or
(b) of any change in his employment 9r his place of residence, within
forty-eight hours of ,the change; ,or
'
(c) of a1).y theft or loss of his licence, immediately upon discovering such
theft' or loss,
'
and, where' he fails to comply with sub-paragraph (b) or (c). the licence may
be revoked.
Northern Ireland Office
29th November 1976

57A

Roy Mason
One of Her Majesty's Principal
Secretaries of State
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Regulation 6(b)

SCHEDULE
Licence to Shot Firer
EXPLOSIVES ACT (NORTHERN IJ,tELAND)
EXPLOSIVES (No.

2)

i970

REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND)

1976

This licence is issued by the Secretary 'of State under regulation 4 of the Explosives (No. 2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976 to
(full name) of
(full address) and is valid until
(date) unless previously revoked, and may be renewed.
Assistant Secretary
Licence No.

Photograph of
licence holder

Licence holder's usual signature

The regulations provi!ie that a person shall not fire a shot in any ·blasting
operation unless he is aut;horised to act as a shot! firer under a'licence granted by
the Secretary of State. A person shall not charge a shot hole or prepare for a shot
in any blasting operation unless he is· an authoril?ed shot firer or unless he does so
under the supervision of an authorised shot firer. A person shall not employ
another as a shot firer unless that other is an authorised shot firer.
The holder of this licence must notify ·the member .of the Royal Ulster Constabulary in charge of the police station nearest to his residence(a) where lie has ceased to operate or be employed as a shot firer, that he
has so ceased; or
(b) ()f any change in his employment or his place of reside:nce, withinfortveight hours of the change; or
"(c) of any theft or loss of his licence, immedia,tely upon discovering such then
or loss.
.
NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER (where app1icable~
RENEWAL OF LICENCE
This licence is hereby

renewed~

for one year from
(date)

Assistant Secretary

(date)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
(date)
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the regulations. but is intended to indicate
their general purport.)
These regulations provide that a person shall not fire a shot in any blasting
operation unless he is, authorised to' act as a shot firer under a licence granted
by the Secretary of State. They also impose other requir~ments in connection
with blasting operations relating'to the holding of such a Jicence. and contain
provisions regarding such a licence.
They replace certain ,provisions of the Explosives'Regulations (Northern
'
Ireland) 1971 (S.R..& O. (l,{.I.) 1971 No. 332).

1976 No. 370
Medicines (Bal Jivall Chamco Prohibition) Otder 1976
This Order has been made by the Secretaries of Sta,te respectively concerned
with health in England, in Wales and in Scotland and the Department of Health
and Social Services for Northern Ireland, acting jointly, in exercise of powers
conferred by section 62(1)(a), (3) (4) and (7) of the Medicines Act 1968.
In pursuance of paragraph 11 of SchedUle 4 to that Act this Order has been
registered as a Northern Ireland Statutory Rule under the Statutory Rules Act
(Northern Ireland) 1955. "It is printed in full in the volume of United Kingdom
Statutory Instruments 1976 and has been n~bered 1861 in that series.

