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The Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland in exercise of 
the powers conferred by section 17 of the Fire Services Act (Northern Ireland) 
1969(a) and now vested in itCb) and of every other power enabling it in that 
beha:lfap.d with the approval of the Department of Finance(c) hereby J1lakes 
the following Order; 

PART I 

CITATION, OPERATION AND INTERPRETATION 

Citation, commencement and effect 
1. This Order may be cited as the Firemen's Pension Schemes (Amend

ment) Order (Northern Ireland) 1976 and shall come into operation on 1st 
September 1976 and shall have effect-

(a) for the purposes of Part II as on and fr.om 1st April 1972; and 
(b) for the purposes of Part III as on and from 1st December 1975. 

Interpretation 
2.-(1) In this Order-
"the Schenie of 1973" means the Firemen's Pension Scheme (Northern 

Ireland) 1973 as set out in Appendix 2 to the Firemen's Pension 
Scheme Order (Northern Ireland) 1973(d); 

"the Scheme of 1971" means the Firemen's Pension Scheme (Northern 
Ireland) 1971 as set out in the Appendix to tJle Firemen's Pension 
Scheme Order (Northern Ireland) 1971(e); 

"the Scheme of 1955" means the Scheme set out in the Schedule to the 
. Fire Services (Fire Officers and Firemen) Pensions Order (Northern 

Ireland) 1955(f); 
"the Belfast Fire Brigade Scheme" means the Belfast Fire Brigade 

Superannuation Scheme made on 1st May 1953 by the Council of the 
County Borough of Belfast under section 13 of the Fire Services 
(Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 1950(g) and that or any Scheme 
maintained by the said Council under section 26(3) of the Fire Services 
A~t (Northern Ireland) 1969. 

(a) 1969 c. 13 (N.I.) as amended by S.l. 1973/601 (N.I. 9) Article 7 
(b) S.R. & O~ (N.I.) 1973 No. 504 (1I, p. 2992) 
(c) Formerly the Ministry of Finance: see ·1973 c. 36 Sch. 5 para. 8(1) 
(d) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973 No. 393 (11, p. 2187) 
(e)S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1971 No. 33 (p. 221) as amende4 by S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972 No. 157 

(p. 908), 1972 No. 379 (p. 1781) and 1973 No. 1 (I, p. 1) and S.R. 1975 No. 358 
(f) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1955 No. 181 (p. 198) 
(g) 1950 c. 4 (N.I.) 
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(2) Any reference to a rank held by a member of a fire brigade is a refer
enGe to the rank held by him immediately before he ceased to serve as such; 
.and the following shall be de~med to be equivalent ranks : 

(a) Sub-Officer and. Secti.on Leader; 
(b) Station Officer ~n:dC~mpa:t;ly Officer; 
(c) Assistant Divisional Officer and Senior Company Officer. 

PARTII 

G:ilNERAL AMEND:MENTS 

Amendment to the Firemen"s: Pension Scheme Order.{Northern Ireland) .1973 
3. The Firemen's Pension! S6heme Order (Northern Ireland) 1973 shall be 

amended by inserting after ATticle 3(2)(b) the following: . .' 
"(c) a person to whom the Scheme as set put in Appendix 2 to. this Order 

does not apply by virtue of Article 1(2)(d) of the Scheme.". 

Amendments to the Scherfz~ 61 i9n 
4. The Scheme of 1973 shall be amended as follows, . 

. : (1). after Article 1(2)(c} inseJ:t: . ' .. 
. , "(d)a person who was: a member of the Beifa,st. Fire Brigade Scheme 

and who hadattamed the age of 50 years and had completed 30 
years pensionable set:vice an,d had ceased to pay contributions. as 
provided for in tb,.at Scheme unless he notifies the Authority in 
writing before 1st March 1974 that he wishes this Scheme to apply 
in his c~se,"; 

(2) after Article 12(3) insert: 
"(3A). Whe~ea person to whom this Article app:!ies satisfiestbe 

conditions of paragraph (2)(a) and (2)(b) dies 'without having elected 
under paragraph (2)@ or, Where paragraph (3) applies, dies withol,lt 
having made a repayment required thereby, and,. before the expiry 
of 3 months from1he date of his death or such longer period as the 
Autho:dty may· allow as reasonable in thecircuinstances of the case. 
there is repaid to t1J.e Authority the amount of any award: by way of 
repayment of his aggregate contributions made hi his case, then this 
Scheme shall have: effect as if he ·had been entitled to a deferred 
pension when he died."; . . 

(3) after A:i:ticle 50 insert: . 
"Additional contribution-completed y~ars 

50A. If a regalarfireman to whom i\rlicle 1(2)(d) applies. 
exercises the optioIi- referred to in Article 1(2)(c) then in the applica
tion of this Scheme to such a fireman-. . 

(a) the liability to pay contributions at the rate specified in 
Article 50 shall have effect from 1st October 1973; and 

(b) the amount of completed years of . pensionable .service 
referred to in Part VIllof Schedule I and in Schedule 6 snaIl 
be increase4 by the length or' the .pel1iod between 1st April 
1972 and 30tl? September 1973 (or such shorter period up to 
30th Septe:r):lber 1973 where contributiol1swere payable 
after 1st Ap;ril 1972 by victue of the provisions of a previous 

. ": . 
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Scheme when the p~riod shall commence from the day 
immediately following the last payment of contributions) 
and the figure so produced shall be read as the amount of 
completed years of pensionable service to determine the 
adjustments set out in the ,s8;id Schedules/'; 

> (4) in Article 61(3) for the words "within 14 days fro:rn. the date on which 
he is ,supplied by the Authority with a copy of the opinion in pursuance 
of paragraph .(2)" there shall, be substituted the words "subject to and 

,in accordance with the provisions. of Schedule,,9/'; " 
(5) in Part VII of Sch~dule 1~ " 

(a) in paragraph 1(3) for the words "his age on the appointed 
day in tl1e fi,rst colUlllli of the said Table" there shall be sub
stituted the words "the age which he had' attained at 5th 
JUly 1948."; and 

(b) in p~ragr~ph 1(4) for the words from "number of complete 
years" to "pensionable service" there shall be substituted the 
Words "highest whole number of years in the aggregate 
period since 5 July 1948, which the person concerned was, 
when he last retired, entitled to reckon as pensionable 
service."; 

(6) in Part III of Schedule 2 for paragraph 2 there shall be substituted the 
, foIlowingparC}graph- ' 

";l.-(l) Wher~, iJ,l respect of any week, a pension under section 
19 of the National Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1966 is payaqle to the widow in consequence of her hus
band's death and the amount of that pension exceeds that of a 
wid()w's pension unc;Ier the National Insurance Act (Northern 
Irel3;nd) 1966 as specified in Schedule :3 thereto at the time, of the 
husband's death, then the amount of bet special pension in respect 
of that week shall be reduced by that exc~ss. 

(2) Where the provisions governing the amounts of pensions 
" under section, 19 of the National Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act 

(Northern Ireland) 1966, have changed after the ,death of the 
husband, the reduction under sub-paragraph Cl) in respect of any 
week sha11 not exceed the amount which would have been the 
amount theteofin:respect of that week had those provis'ions not 
changed."; 

(7) after ,Schedule 8 the' following Schedule shall be inserted: 

"SCHEDULE 9 

APPEALS TO MEDICAL REFEREES 

Article' 61 

, 1. The person seeking to appeal must instttutehis appeal within 14 days 
ftondhe date on which l),e is supplied by the Fire Authority with a copy of the 
opinion in pursuance Qf Article 61 : 
Provided that where'the Authority are of opinion that a person's failure to 
institute his appeal within the time allowed was. not due to his own default; 
they may (notw~thstandirig that the said time has expired) extend it by so 
much as they thipk fit, but so that the appeal shall in any event be instituted 
before the expiration of 6 months from the aforesaid date. 

,2. He must institute his' appeal by giving to the Authority a notice in 
writing informing them of his intention to appeal and stating the grounds on 
which he proposes to appeal. Any such notice shall st<J.te the appellant's name 
and his place of residence. 
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3.-(1) Upon receiving the said notice the Authority shall supply the 
Department with 2 copies thereof and 2 copies of the opinion in question. 

(2) The Department shall supply a copy of the said notice and a copy of 
the said opinion to the medical referee nominated by the Department for the 
purposes of the appeal. 

4.-(1) The medical referee so nominated shall forthwith after his nomina
tion inform the appellant and the Authority that he ,has been nominated to act 
as medical referee for the purposes of the appeal. 

(2) It shall be the duty o~ the medical referee to secure that the appellant 
and the Authority are at aU material times aware of an address at which 
communications may be delivered to the referee for the purposes of the appeal. 

5.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Schedule, the medical referee shall 
interview the appellant at least once, and may interview him or cause him to 
be interviewed on such further occasions as th~ referee thinks necessary for 
the purpose of determining the appeal. 

(2) The medical r~feree shall appoint a time and place for any such inter
view a)1d shall give reasonable notice thereof to the appellant' and to the 
Authority. 

(3) Where the medical referee is satisfied that the appellant is unable to 
travel, the place appointed for any such interview shall be the place where the 
appellant resides. ' 

(4) It shall be the duty of the appellant to attend at the time and place 
appointed for any such interview and to submit himself at the interview to 
medical examination by the medical referee or by any person appointed by 
the referee for that purpose. 

(5)' If the appellant fails to comply with slIb-paragraph (4), the medical 
referee may, unless satis(ied that there was reasonable cause for the failure, 
dispence with the interview required by the preceding provisions of this 
Schedule, or, as the case may be, with any further interview, and give his 
decision upon such information as is then available. 

(6) Any such interview 1l).ay be attended by a person appointed for the 
purpose by the Authority and by a person so appoirited by the appellant. 

6. At any time before the interview, or before the last interview if there is ' 
more than' one, either patty may submit to the medical referee a statement 
relating to the subject matter of the appeal, and the referee shall take account 
of any such statement and give to the other party such opportunity as he 
thinks necessary of replying thereto. 

7. The decision of the medical referee shall take the form of an opinion 
on the medical questions which appear to him to be relevant, and the opinion 
shall be delivered in writing to both parties. 

8.-(1) The medical referee shall be entitled to such fees and allowances 
as the Department may from time to time determine. 

(2) The said fees and allowances shall be paid by the Authority, and shall 
be treated as part of the Authority's expenses for the purpQses of the following 

, provisions of this Schedule. 

9.-(1) Save as hereinafter provided, the expenses. of each party to the 
appeal shall be borne by that party. 

(2) Where the medical referee decides in favour of the Author~ty" the 
Authority may, unless the referee otherwise directs, require the appellant to 
pay toward the cost of the appeal such sum not exceeding the referee's total 
fees and hllowances as the Authority think fit. 
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(3) Where the medical referee decides in favour of the appellant, the 
Authority shall, unless the referee otherwise directs, refund to the appellant 
any petsonal expenses actually and reasonably incurred by the appellant in 
respect of any such interview as is mentioned in paragraph 5 and,. if any duly 

" -- qualified medical practitioner chosen by the appellant has attended any such 
interview, any fees and expenses reasonably paid by the appellant in respect 
of such attendance. 

, (4) If in connection with any payment Claimed" l)rider this paragraph any 
question arises as to whether the decision of the'medical referee is in favour 
of the Authority or the appellant, that question shall be decided by the referee, 
or, in default .of a decision by the referee, by,the Department. 

10. An appellant shall be deemed to have received any information, notice 
or .c;locuqlent which he is entitled to receive for the purposes of the Schedttle 
if that information, notice or document has been duly 'posted in a letter 
'addressed t6 the appellant at his last known place of residence.". 

PART III 

INCREASES IN AWARDS 

.4.wardson the death of servicemen 
5. In'each of the following Articles, namely

Article 68(4)(a) of the Scheme of 1973; 
Article 54(4)(a) of the Scheme of 1971; and 
Articl<;: 28(2)(a) of the Scheme of 1955, 

for, sub-paragraph (a) there shall be substituted the 'followingsub-para
graph: 

"(a) pay to the widow, in lieu of a gratuity, a pension at the rate of 
t:263.97 a year; and". 

Widow's prdinary pensions 
6. ,In the Scheme of 1973, for paragraph 2 of Part I of Schedule 2 there 

shall be substituted the following paragraph: ' 
, "2.-(1) Where in respect of any period a widow so elects, then, subject 
to sub-paragraph (2), the annual r~te of her ordinary pension in respect of 
that period shall be, if her husband ,at the time when he ceased to be a 
reIDllar fireman-

(a) held a rank not higher than that of sub-officer, £263.97 a year; 
(b) held a rank higher th~n that of sub-Qfficer but not higher than that 

. , of divisional officer (Grade 1)~ £343.78 a year; 
Cc) held a tank higher tban that of divisional officer (Grade 1), £412.64 

a year. 

(2) . Where the'husband was entitled to reckon at least 10 years pension
able .. serVice, sub.:paragr1).ph (1) sb~l1 .have effect as if for the rates of 
£263.97, £343.78 and £412.64 a y~a! there were substituted, respectively, 
the rates of £283.80, £363.61 and £432.47 a year.". . 

7. 'In the Scheme of 1971 in Schedule 2-" 
(a) for' paragraph 2 of Part I there shall be substituted the following 

. paragraph:' 
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"2.-(1) Sllbject to sub-paragraph (2), where in respect of any 

- periO'd'the widow so' elects, her ordinary pension in 'respect, Q~ that 
period,shall be at tM rate specifieq in the followi.il.g,table as appro-
priate to her husband's last rank: ' , 

".'" ..... 
Husbandis'Zast rank 

Lower, than Company Officer 

Company Officer or Senior Company 
Officer 

, Higher than Senior Company Officer 

Rate' 

.. " 

£263,97 a year 

£343.78 a" year, ' 

£412.64 a' year 

(2) Where the hU,sband was entitled to reckon at least 10 years 
pensionable service, $ub-paragraph (1) shall have effect as if for the 
rates of £263.97, £34~.78 and £412.64 a year there wer,e substituted, 
respectively, the rate$ of'£283.80, £363.61 and £432.47 a year."; 

(b) for Scheme I in Part IT there shall be substituted the following, 
Scheme: ' 

"SCHEME I 

The penSion shalt beat the rate, specified in the following table 
as appropriate to the" husband's last rank : " , " . 

Husband'~ last rank 

Lower than Ccimpat).y Office;r 
• I , •• 

CQmpany Officer ov Senior Company ... 
Officer 

Higher than Senior' Company Officer 

Rate 

£263.97' a ¥~ar 

, £343.78 a'year 

. . \ ~, .. ~ 

£412,64 a year" , 

" . 
, 8., in the Scheme of 1955, for Scheme I in Part lA of Appendjx Ii ,to the' 

~cl).~dule there shall be,!>ubs~itt(ted ,the following Scheme: ' ' 

"SCHEM,E I 
The' widow's ordinary pension shall be at the rate specified in the 

, following' table as appropriate to the rank of her husband when he' ceased 
to be a member: 

.. ;. ", .'. 

--~--------~~~~~~~--~~~--~----

Husband's rank when he ceased to 
,beil memher 

,Low~r than' COlll~~lJ.Y Offlc;ei 

Company Officer or Senior Company 
Officer ' 

Higher than Senior Company Officer 

£263,.97, a" y~ar ' 
£343.78 a year 
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.' 9. In the Belfast Fire Brigade Scheme, ,for Scheme Iof Part I of the 
Second, Schedule there shall be, substituted the following Scheme: 

"SCHEME I 
The widow's ordinary pension shall be at the following rate: 

, (aJ where the husband's last rank was not higher than that of Sub
Officer, £263.97 a year; 

(b) where the husband's last ral,1k was higher than that of Sub-Officer 
but not higher than that of Divisional Officer, £343.78 a year; 

(c) where the husband's last rank was higher than that of Divisional 
, .officer, £412.64 a year.". 

Widow's accrued pensions 
10. In the Scheme of 1973, for paragraph 3 of Part IV of Schedule 2 there 

shall be substituted the following paragraph: 
"3. Where in.,respect of any period a widow so elects, then the annual 

rate of her accrued pension in respect of that period shall be, if her 
husband at, the time when he ceased to be a regular fireman-

(a) held a rank not higher than that ,of sub-officer, £263.97 a year; 
(b) held a rank higher than that of sub-officer but not higher than that 
, of divisibmil officer (Grade I), £343.78 a year; . 
(c) held a rank higher than divisional officer (Grade I), £412.64 a 

year.'\ 

Children's allowances 
11. In the Scheme of 1973, in Part I of Schedule 3-

. (a) in paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph (4) there shall be substituted the 
, following sub-paragraph: ", ' 

"(4) Where in respect of arty' period a person to whom there is 
paid ,an allowance determined in accordance herewith so elects, 
then, in respect of that period, the allowance shall be payable as 
follows: 

(a) where the father's last rank was not ,higher than that of sub-
officer at: the rate of, £75.13 a year; '" 

(b) where the father's last rank was higher"than that of sub
·officer but not higher than that of divisional officer (Grade 
I) at the rate of, £88.17 a year;, 

(c) where the father's last rank was higher than that of divisional 
officer (Grade I) at the rate of, £109.03 a year."; 

.(b) in paragraph 2, for sub-paragraph (4) there shall be substituted the 
following sub-paragraph: 

"(4) Where in respect of any period a person to whom there is 
paid an allowance determined in accordance herewith so' elects, 
then, in respect of that period the allowal,1ce shall be payable as 
follows: 

(a) where the father's last rank was not higher than that of sub
officer at the rate of £110.08 a year or such higher rate not 

.. exceeding £145.03 a year as. the Authority may from time to 
time determine; , 

(b) where the father's last rank was higher than 'th~t of ~ub
officer but not higher than that of divisional officer (Grade 
I), at the rate of £130.94 a year or such higher rate not 
exceeding £173.72 a year as the Authority may from time 
to time determine; or 
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(c) where the father's last rank was higher than that of divisional 
officer (Grade 1), at the rate of £162.24 a year or such higher 
rate not exceeding £215.98 a year as the Authority may from 
time to time determine.". 

12. In the Scheme of 1971, for Part I of Schedule 3 there shall be substi-
tuted the following Part: " 

"PART I 

CHILD~S ORDINARY ALLOWANCE 

The child's ordinary allowance shall be at the rate specified in the 
following table as appropriate to the father's last rank and as to whether 
the mother is alive: ' 

Father's last rank 

(1) Where the mother of the child 
is ~live- . 
Below that of Company Officer 

Company Officer or Senior 
Company Officer 

Higher than Senior Company 
Officer 

Rate 

£75.13 a year 

£88.17 a year 

£109.03 a year 

(2) Where the father was tb,e child's only surviving parent or in respect of the 
period after the death of the mother-

Below that of Company Officer 

Company Officer or Senior 
Company Officer 

Higher than Senior Company 
Officer 

£110.08 'a year or such higher rate 
,not exceeding £145.03 as the Authority 
may from time to time determine 

£130.94 a year or such higher rate 
not exceeding £173.72 as the Authority 
may from time to time determine 

£162.24 a year or such higher rate . 
not exceeding £215.98 as the Authority 
may from time to time determine." 

13. In the Scheme of 1955, for Part lA of Appendiix III to the Schedule 
there shall be substituted the following Part : 

"PART lA (paragraph 21 (Schedule» 

Child's Ordinary Allowance 
1. SUbject to the provisions of this Appendix" the amount of a child's 

ordinary allQwance shall be at the rate speCified in the, following table as 
appropriate to the father's last rank and providing the mother of the child 
is alive: 
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Father's last rank 

Higher than Senior Company Officer 

Company Officer or Senior Company 
Officer 

Lower than Company Officer 

Rate 

£109.03 a year 

£88.17 a year 

£75.13 a year 

1005 

2. Where both parents of a child are dead at the time when the allow
ance becomes· payable, the amount of a child's ordinary allowance shall 
be at the rate specified in the following table as appropriate to the father's 
last rank: 

Father's last rank 

Higher than Senior Company Officer· 

Company Officer or Senior Company 
Officer 

Lower than Company Officer 

Rate 

£162.24 a year 

£130.94 a year 

. £110.08 a year 

3. Where a child's surviving parent dies while the child is entitled to a 
child's ordinary allowance the amount of the allowance shall, as from the 
date ·of death, be determined in accordance with paragraph 2.". 

14. In the Belfast Fire Brigade Scheme, for Part I of the Third Schedule 
there shall be substituted the following Part: 

"PART I 

CHILD'S ORDINARY ALLOWANCE 

1. Subject to Part IH, where .the mother of the child is alive the child's 
ordinary allowance shall be at the following rate: . 

(a) where a father's last rank was· not higher than that of Sub-Officer, 
£75.13 a year; 

(b) where the father's last rank was higher than that of Sub-Officer 
but not higher than that of Divisional Officer, £88.17 ayear; 

(c) where the father~s laSt rank was higher than tliat of Divisional 
Officer, £109.03 a year. 

2. Subject to Part HI, where the father Was the child's only surviving 
parent or in respect of the period after the death of the mother, the child?s 
ordinary allowance shall be at the following rate: 

(a) where the father's last rank was not higher than that of Sub-Officer, 
£110.08 a year or such higher rate not exceeding £145.03 a year as 
the Authority may from time to time determine; 

(b) where the father's last rank was higher than that of Sub-Officer 
but not higher than that of Divisional Officer, £130.94 a year or 
such higher rate not exceeding £173.72 a year as the Authority may 
from time· to time determine; 
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(c) where the father's iast rank was higher than that of Divisional 
Officer, £162.24 a year or such higher rate 'not exceeding £215.98 a 
year as the Authority may from time to time determine.". 

Payment of awards in special.cases 
15. In Article 64(3) of the Scheme of 1973 (payment without probate of 

sum dl;le to a deceased person on account of an award) fat the sum "£500" 
there shall be 'substituted the sum "£1,500". 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland on 23rd July 1976. 

(L.S.) B. D. Palmer . 
Assistant Secretary 

The Department of Finant;:e hereby approves the foregoin~ Order. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of. Finance for Northern 
Ireland on 23rd July 1976. 

(L.S.) C. F. Darling 
Senior Assistant Secretary 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order but is intended to indicate 
, . its general purport.) 

Part Il of the Order amends the Firemen's Pension Scheme Order 
(Northern ireland) 1973 to aIiow for certain transitional provisions in respec;t 
of firemen formerly members of Belfast Fire Brigade Superannuation Scheme 
who had taken advantage of certain provisions of that Scheme before 1st 
October 1973 (Articles 3, 4(1), 4(3». It also provides-(l) for the depend
ants of a deceased fireman to opt for deferred pensions where the fireman died 
before making an election under Article 12 of the 1973 Scheme (Article 4(2»; 
(2) the procedure for dealing with questions of appeals to Medical Referees 
(Article 4(4) and (7»; (3) the ;method' of calculating the reduction of firemen's 
pension at age 65 (Article 4(5}(a) and (b»; and (4) clarification of c~rtain pro
visions relating to Widows' SPecial and Augmented Pensions (Article 4(6». 

Part III also amends the Scheme of 1973 and in so far as they continue 
to have effect the Schemes of 1971, 1955 and the Belfast Fire Brigade Super
annuation Scheme. Under the various Firemen's Pensions Schemes the amount 
of certain awards is determined by reference to specified flat rates which do 
not 'qualify for increases ~der the Pensions (Increase) Act (N.I.) 1971 
[1971 c. 35 (N.I.)]. The Order increases these flat rates with effect from'1st 
December 1975, the date from which increases under the Pensions Increase 
(Annual Review) Order (N,I.) 1975 were authorised" Retmspection is 
authorised by section 17(3B) of the Fire Services Act~.I.) 1969. 

Article 15 increases from £500 to £1,500 the sum due to a person on 
account of an award under the Scheme of 1973 which, on his deatl1, may be 
paid without 'probate to tl1e persons appearing to be beneficially entitled to 
his estate. " ' ' " ' '. 
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