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The Department of Finance in exercise of its powers under Articles 3 and 
5 of the Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 1972(a) and of aD 
other powers enabling it in that behalf and after constiltation with the Build
ing Regulations Advisory Committee and such other bodie's as appear to it to 
be representative of the interests concerned hereby makes the following 
regulations: 

PART I 

Title and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Building (Amendment) (No. 3) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1975 and shall come into operation on 1st 
June 1975. 

lnterpretation 
2. In these regulations "the principal regulations" ~eans. the Building 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(b}as amended by the Building (Amend
ment) (No. 2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(c) and any reference to a 
Part, regulation or schedule shall be construed as. a referepce to a Part or 
regulation of or schedule to the principal regulations .. ' 

Transitional provisions 
3. These regulations shall not apply to any work which was-
(a) completed before the date of the coming into operation. of these 

regulations; or . 
(b) completed after that date in accordance with plans deposited with the 

district council before that date, with or without any departure or 
deviation from those plans; 

and for the pUl'pose of this regulation "work'.' means the erection of a build
ing, the alteration or extension. of a building, the execution of works, the 
installation of a fitting or the making qf a material change of use. 

PARTII 

Amendments of the principal regulations 
4. In regulation A2 .(Interpretation~. . 
(a) in paragraph (4)(a) there shall be substituted for the reference "Part 

E" in the definitions of "basement storey" and "ground storey" the 
reference "Parts E and EE"; and . 

(b) in paragraph (7) there shall be substitqted for the date "30th Sep
. tember 1972" in sub-paragraph (a) the date "28th February 1974". 

(a) S.l. 1972/1996 (N.I. 19) (c) S.R .. & O. (N.I.) 1973 No. 506 (11, p. 3003) 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.). 1973 No.· 105 (I, p. 437) 
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5. In regulation A6 there shall be inserted between the reference "L" and 
the word "shall" the words "except Part EE". 

6. In paragraph (1) of regulation A8 (Application to material change of 
use) in the .entry relating to Part E under Case C there shall be substituted 
for the reference "E5(3)(b)" in items (b) and (c) the reference "E5(1)(b)" and 
for the reference "E5(l)" in item (b) the reference "E5(2)". 

7. In the 'Table to regulation B3 (Unsuitable materials)-
(a) in the entry in column (2) relating to item 7 there shall be substituted 

for the reference "BS1142: 1961" the reference "BS1142: Part 2: 
1971"; and . 

(b) for the entries in columns (2) and (3) relating to item 13 there shall 
be substituted in each case the words "Unsuitable except asbestos
cement sheets complying with BS690: Part 2: 1971 or BS690: Part 
3: 1973". 

8. There shall be inserted after regulation D21 the following regulation: 
"D22. Regulation B2 and the deemed-to-satisfy proVisions of· this 

Part ·shall not apply in relation to structural work, including foundations, 
in which high alumina cement is used.". 

9. There shall be substituted for Part E (Structural fire precautions) the 
Part set out in Schedule 1 to these regulations. 

10. There shall be inserted after Part E the Part set out in Schedule 2 
to .these regUlations. 

11. In paragraph (2)(d)(i) of regulation J1 (Refuse storage container 
chambers constructed in buildings comprising more than one dwelling) there 
shall be substituted for the words "half an hour as defined in regulation E6;" 
the words "not less than half an hour as defined in regulation El(5);" .. 

12. In regulation Ll (Application and interpretation of Part L)-
(a) in paragraph (1) from the definition of "insulated metal chimney" 

there shall be omitted before the word "flue" the word "metal"; 
and 

(b) there shall be added after paragraph (3) the following paragraph: 
. "(4) In relation to any Class I oil-burning appliance to which 

reference is made in regulation M5, regulations L3 to L7 and LI0 
shall not apply unless compliance therewith is required by the pro
visions of regulation M4." .. 

13. In paragraph (1)(a) of regulation .L6 (Chimneys for Class I 
appliances)-

(a) there shall be substituted for item (i) the followjng item: 
"(i) clay flue linings complying with BS1181: 1971;"; 

and 
(b) there shall be substituted for item (ill) the following item: 

'~(ill) clay pipes and fittings which comply with BS65 & 540: Part 1 : 
1971 and are of British Standard type, socketed, imperforate 
and acid resistant; or". 
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14. In regulation L8 (Deemed-to-satisfy provisions regardi:ng materials 
for the construction of flue pipes for Class I appliances)-

. (a) in paragraph (a) there shall be substitutedfot the referem;e "BS41: 
1964" the reference "BS41: 1973"; 
and 

Cb) i:q. paragraph (b) there shall be supstituted for the refetellce "BS835: 
1'967" the reference "BS835: 1973", 

,'#-, -';"!l-

15. In paragraph (l)(a) of regulation Ll4' (Chimneys for Class 11 
appliances) the:re shall be supstituted for item (ill) the following item.:; 

"(ill) clay flue linings which comply with BS1181;: 1971 and are jOulted 
and pointed with high alumina cement mortar; or"~ 

16. In regulation LI6 (Deemed-to-satisfy provisions regarding materials 
for the construction of flue pipes for Class 11 appliances)-

(a) there shall be substituted fo1' speCification (a) the followi'ng specifi
cation: 

"(a) clay pipes and fittii.'lgs which comply with BS65 and 540: Part 
1: 1971, .are of British S't(;mdard type, socketed, imperforate and 
acid resista,nt and are jointed and pointed with high alumina 
cement mortar;""; 

(b) in specification ~b) there shall be substituted for the reference 
"BS41:. 1964" the· reference· "BS41: 1973"; 
and 

(c) in specification (e) (i) there shall., be substituted for the reference 
"BS835:. 1967" the reference. "BS835: l:973!' and~ f01' the reference 
"BS567: 1968" the'feference "BS567: 1973". . 

17. In regulation M4 (Class I appliances)-
(a) there shall be substituted for paragraph (1) the following paragraph: 

. "(1) Subject to· the special provisions relating: to certain' C1~ss. I 
oil-burning appliances set out in regulation MS. no Class I applian~ 
shall be installed in a building unless the installation complies with 
the following provisions of this regulation."; 

(b) in paragraph (2) there shall be sUbstituted for the words "installed in. 
accordance with regulation MS" the words "to which regl.l1ation 
MS(4)(b) refers"; 

(c) in paragraph (9) the words "Subject to the exception in respect oioil
burning appliances contained in regulation MS." shall be oIPitted. 

18, There shall be substituted for regulation: MS the following regulation: 

"Special provisions for certain Class 1 oil-burning appliances 
MS.-(l) In this regulation" any reference to hearth temperature. 

surface temperature or fl~e gas temperature is a reference to that tempera
ture as determined respectively in accordance with Testprocedure No. 11. 
:Measurement method 8 or Measurement method: 3 prescribed in 
BS4876: 1972. . 

(~) Paragraphs (3), (4) a,nd (~) of regulation M4 shall not apply to the 
instillation of a Class I bil~hurni.ng appliance if- , 
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(a) the hearth temperature of the appliance does not exceed 100·C 
and is so limited by means other than the interposition of unpro-' 
tected insulating material between the burner and the base of the 
appliance; and 

(b) the appliance is placed on, or incorporates, an imperforate rigid 
seating which is constructed of non-absorbent, non-combustible 
material and is of such dimensions that no part of the front, back 
or sides of the appliance extends (if projected on plan) beyond. the 
edges of the seating. 

(3) Paragraphs (6), (7) and (8) of regruation M4 shall not apply to the 
installation of a Class I oil-buring appliance if the surface temperature of 
the side panels of the appliance does not exceed IOO·C. 

(4) Paragraph (9) of regulation M4 shall not apply to the installation 
of a Class I oil-burning appliance if-

(a) the flue gas temperature of the appliance does not exceed 260·C 
and the appliance discharges into-

(i) a flue in a chimney (not being an appliance ventilation duct) 
which is lined or constructed as prescribed in regulation L14 
(excluding the proviso to paragraph (1) thereof); or 

(ii) a flue in a flue pipe which complies with regulation LIS and 
. with anyone of the specifications set out in regulation L16 

. (excluding the words in brackets in specification (e)(ii) 
therein) and is installed in accordance with regulation L17; 
or 

(b) the appliance has an output rating not exceeding 3kW and is 
designed to operate without being connected to a flue.". 

19. In paragraph (7) of regulation M8 (Class II appliances) the proviso 
thereto shall be omitted. 

20. In paragraph (l)(d) of regulation M9 (Exceptions permitting discharge 
of Class II gas appliances otherwise than into a flue) there shall be inserted 
before the word "complies" the words "does not heat water for a bath and". 

21. In the entry relating to Class 8, in column (4) of Part A of Schedule 1. 
there shall be substituted for the reference "Regulation ES" the reference 
"Regulations ES and E6". 

22. In Schedule 2-
(a) in item S of Rule B there shall be substituted for sub-paragraph (e) the 

following sUb-paragraphs: 
"(e) the provision made in the structure for protection against fire; 

and 
(f) the provision made in the building or part for means of escape 

in case of fire and for securing that such means can be safely 
and effectively used at all material times; and 

(g) the provision made in the structure for insulation against the 
transmission of heat and sound."; 

(b) in Rule C-
. (i) there shall be substituted for the words preceding Item 1 the 

following words : 
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"Rule C. The following are the notices to be given and the 
plans, sections, specitications and particulars to be deposited 
by a person intending to erect a partially exempted building 
within the meaning of regulation A4 if compliance with the 
provisions of regulation A10 is required by Part A of 
Schedule 1:"; 

(ill there shall be substituted for item S the following item: 
"S. Plans and sections of the building showing the particulars 
required by Item S(a) to (e) of Rule B, so far as may be 
necessary to enable a district council to determine whether 
the building complies with these regulations."; 

(c) in Rule E- . 
(i) there shall be substituted for item 3 the foilowing item: 

"3. Calculations of loading and strength: 
Provided that where the dimensions of a structural member 
accord with the provisions of regulations D7, D14(b). 
D1S(b), D16 or D17 as the case may be, calculations of 
strength to demonstrate the adequacy of those dimensions 
shall not be required."; 

(il) there shall be inserted after item S the following item: 
"SA. In the case of a building, or part of a building, 

which falls (in accordance with regulation E2) within 
purpose group IV or V, particulars affecting the number 
and width of exits and escape routes.". 

23. In Schedule 3 there shall be substituted for the reference "BS913: 
19S4" in item 1 of Table 3 the reference "BS913 : 1973". 

24. In Schedule 6-
(a) against the heading to the schedule there shall be substituted for the 

referenc~ "Regulation E6" the reference "Regulation El(S)"; 
(b) in section B(B) of Part V there shall be substituted for the reference 

"BSIl05: 1963" in item 7 the reference "BS1105: 1972"; and 
(c) in Part VII in each of the three footnotes regarding the term "modified 

i hour", there shall be substituted for the reference "regulation E6(7)" 
the reference "item 7 in the Table to regulation El". 

25. In Schedule 7 the definition of "relevant boundary" in rule 4 of Part 11 
.shall be omitted. 

26. In Schedule 8 against the heading to the schedule there shall be sub
stituted for the reference "Regulation E1(2)" the reference "Regulation E1(4)". 

27. There shall be substituted for Schedule 11 the schedule set out in 
Schedule 3 to these regulations. 

PART III 

Amendment of the Building (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1973 
28. In paragraph 11 the words "short-lived or otherwise" shall be omitted. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the ·Departnient of Finance for Northern 
Ireland on 10th April 1975. 

(L.S.) W. H. Hamill 
Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 9 

Part to be substituted for Part E (Structural Fire Precautions) of the 
Principal Regulations 

PARTE 

STRUCTURAL FIRE PRECAUTIONS 

lnterpret~tion of Part E 
El.":':"'-(l) fu this Part and in Schedules. 6 and i~ . 

"basement storey" means' a storey which is below the ground storey; or, if 
there is no ground storey, means a storey the floor of which is' situated at such 
a level or levels that some point on its perimeter is more than' L2m' below the 
level of the finished surface of the: ground adjoining the building in the vicinity 
of that .point; 

"compartment" means any part of a building which is separated from all 
.. other:parts by one or more compartment walls or compartment floors or by 

P9tQsuch .~~s and floqrs; and, if any part of the top storey of a building is 
within a compartment, the compartment shall also include any roof space above 
such part of the top storey; 

."compartment wall" and "compartment floor" mean respectively a wall and 
.. a floor which complies with regulation E9 and which is provided as such for the 

purposes' of 'regulation E4 or to divide a building into' compartments for any 
purpose 'in connection with regulation E5, E6 'or E7; 

"door" includes any shutter, cover or other form of prote.ction to an open
ing in any wall or floor of a building, or in the structure surrounding a pro
tected shaft, whether the door is constructed of one or· more leaves; 

"element of structure" means-
(a) any member forming part of the structural frame of a building or any 

other beam or column (not being a member forming part of a roof 
structure only); 

Cb) a floor, including a compartment floor, other than the lowest floor of a 
building; 

(c) an external wall; 
(d) a separating wall; 
.(~)' a'compartmentwall; 
(j) structure en:cIosing a protected shaft; 

. (g) a loadbearing wall or loadbearing part of a wall; and 
. (h) a gallery; . . . 

"externally non-combustible" means externally faced with, or otherwise 
externally. consisting of, .. .non-combustible material;. 

"fire stop" means a barrier or seal which would· prevent or retard the passage· 
of smoke or flame within a cavity or around. a pipe or duct where it passes 

". through a wall or floor 'or at a junction between elements of structure; and 
"fire-stopped" shall be construed accordingly; .. 

"ground storey" means a storey the floor of which is situated at such a 
level or levels that any given point on its perimeter is at or about, or not more 
than 1.2m below, the level of the finished s~face of the ground adjoining the. 
building iD. the vicinity of that point; or, if there are two or mor~ sucb. storeys; 
means the higher or highest of these; 

"height of a building" has the: meaning ascribed to it in regulation E3; 
. "open carport" means a carport of not more' than one storey, which is 'open 

on two or more of its sides; and for the purpose of this definition· a side which 
includes or ·consists.of a door shall not for that reason be regarded as an open 
side;·..······ .. · 

... :\ ;'. 
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"permitted limit of unprotected areas" means the maximum aggregate ~rea 
of unprotected areas in any side or external wall of a building or compartment, 
calculated as prescribed in Part Iof Schedule 7; 

"protected shaft" means a. stairway, lift, escalator, chute, duct ot other shaft 
which enables persons, things or air to pass between different- compartments 
and complies with the requirements of regulation ElO; 

"relevant boundary"; in relation to a side or external wall of a building or 
compartment, Vleanstha,t part, of the boundary of the pr,emjses (as .detil:red in 
regulation A2(I)) or qf the notional, boundary (as prescribed in regulation 
E7(l)(c)) which is adjacent to' that side or wall and either coincides with, is 
parallel to or is at an angle 'of not more than 80° with that side ,or wall; 

"separating wall" means' a wall or a part of a wall which is common to 
two adjoining buildings; 

"unprotected area", in relation to an external wall or side of a building, 
means-

(a) a window, door or other opening; 
(b) any part of the external wall which has fire resistance less than that 

specified by this Part for that wall; and 
(c) any part of the external wall which has combustible material more than 

Imm ~ck attached or applied to its external face, whether for cladding 
or any other purpose. 

(2) Any reference in this Part to a building shall, in' any case where two or 
more houses adjoin, be construed as a reference to one of those houses. 

(3) If any part of a building other than a single storey building-
(a) consists of a ground storey only; , 
(b) has a roof to which there is only such access as may be necessary for 

the purposes of maintenance or repair; and 
(c) is completely separated from all other parts of the bllilding by a, com-, 

partment wall or compartment walls in the same continuous vertical 
plane, 

that part may be treated, for the purposes of this Part, as a part of a single storey 
building. 

(4) Any reference in this Part to a roof or part of a roof of a specified designa
tion shall be construed as a requirement that the roof or part of a roof shall be so 
constructed that a specimen constructed to the same specification, if exposed to 
test by fire in accordance with BS476: Part 3: 1958, would comply with the 
relevant test criteria specified in relation to that designation: ' 

Provided that any roof or part of a roof shall be deemed to be ot-the specified 
designation if it conforms with one of the spe.cifications set out against that designa
tion in Schedule 8. ' 

(5) Any requirement in this Part that an element of structure, door or casing 
shall have fire resistance of a specified period shall be construed as meaning that 
it shall be so constructed that a specimen constructed to the same specification, if 
exposed to test by fire in accordance with BS476: Part 8: 1972, would (subject to 
the provisions set out in the Table to this regulation) satisfy the requirements of 
that test as to stability, integrity and insulation for not less than the specified 
period: 

Provided that an element of structure, door or casing shall be deemed to have 
the requisite fire resistance if-

-(I) it 'is constructed to the same specification as that of' p specimen whic.h prior 
to 1st June 1975 was either exposed to test by fire in accordance with 
BS476: Part 1: 1953 ,and (subject to the provisions set out in the Table to 
this regulation) satisfied the requirements of that test as to collapse, passage 
of flame, and insulation for not less -than the specified period or wq.s 
assessed by'an appropriate authority as capable of satisfying those require-
ments; Or' ' 
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1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

lzlJ in the caSe of a wall. beam. column. stanchion or floor to which Schedule 
6 relates. it is constructed in accordance with one of the specifications ser 
out in that schedule and the notional period of fire resistance given in that 
schedule as being appropriate to that type of construction and other relevant 
factors is not less than the specified period. 

TABLE TO REGULATION El 

(provisions as to method of test and minimum period of fire resistance 
referred to in paragraph (5) 

Minimum period as to-

BS476: Part 8: 1972 

Part of building Method of stability I integrity I insulation 
test 

BS476: Part 1 : 1953 

passage of 
collapse flame insulation 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

External wall situated exposure of '" >I< 15 min. 
lm or more from inside of wall 
relevant boundary to test by fire 

External wall situated 
less than lm from any 
point on relevant 
boundary exposure of 
Separating wall each side of 

structure '" '" '" Compartment wall separately to 
Structure (other than test by fire 
an external wall) 
enclosing protected 
shaft 

Compartment floor exposure of 
underside of '" >I< '" floor to test 
by fire 

Floor of upper storey exposure of 
in building of purpose underside of 
group 1 which has 2 floor to test t 30 min. t 15 min. t 15 min. 
storeys by fire 

exposure of 
Casing referred to in exterior to 30 min. 30 min. § 30 min. 
regulation E12(3)(c) test by fire 

'" = "as period of fire resistance specified" . 
tThese requirements are referred to in Part VII of Schedule 6 as "mo~ified t hour" 
§No requirement if the distance between the casing and every pipe within the enclosure 
. except a pipe penetrating the casing exceeds 50mm. . 
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TABLE TO REGULATION El-con,tinued 

Minimum period as to-
--

BS476: Part 8: 1972 

Part of building Method of stability. I integrity I insulation 
test 

BS476: Part 1: 1953 

passage of 
collapse flame insulation 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

9. Door other than a exposure to 
door described in item test by fire * * no require-
10 or 11 when fitted in ment 

its frame 

10. Door referred to in 
both regulation Ell (5) exposure to 
and regulation test by fire 30 min. 20 min. no tequire-
E9(1)(a)(i) or when fitted in ment 
E13(2)(b) or its frame 
E18(6)(c)(ii) 

11. Door referred to in exposure to 
both regulation El 1(6) , test by fire 30 min. 30 min. no require-
mid regulation when fitted in ment 
ElO(7)(a) or any 'rebated 
ElO(7)(b) frame 

* = "as period of fire resistance specified" 

Designation of purpose groups 
E2. For the purposes of this Part every building or compartment shall be 

regarded according to its use or intended use as falling within one of the purpose 
groups set out in the Table to this regulation and, where !t building is divided 
into compartments used or intended to be used for different purposes, the purpose 
group of each compartment shall be determined separately: 

Provided that where the whole or part of a building or compartment (as the 
case may be) is used or intended to be used for more than one purpose, only the 
main purpose of use of that building or compartment shall be taken into account 
in determining into which purpose group it falls. 
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TABLE TO REGULATION E2 

(Designation of purpose groups) 

Purpose Descriptive 
group title 

(1) (2) 

I Small residential 

1I Institutional 

III Other residential 

IV Office 

V Shop 

Purposes for which building or compartment 
is intended to be used 

." . (3) 

Private dwelling-house (not including a fiat 
or maisonette)* 

Hospital, home, school or other similar 
establishment used as living accommoda
tion for, or for treatment, care or 
maintenance of, persons suffering from 
disabilities due to illness or old age or other 
physical or mental disability or under the 
age of five years, where such persons sleep 
in the :rremises 

Accommodation for residential purposes 
other than any premises comprised in 
groups I and 1I 

Office, or premises used for office purposes. 
meaning thereby the purposes of 
administration, clerical work (including 
writing, book-keeping, sorting papers, . 
filing, typing, duplicating, machip.e
calculating, drawing and the editorial 
preparation of matter for publication), 
handling money and telephone and 
telegraph operating, or as premises 
occupied with an office for the purposes of 
the activities there carried on 

Shop, or shop premises, meaning thereby 
premises not being a shop but used for the 
carrying on thereof retail trade or 
business (ip.cluding the sale to members 
of the public of foo~l or drink for 
immediate consumption,. retail sales by 
auction, the business of lending 1;>ooks or 
periodicals for the purpose of gain, and 
the business of a barber ot hairdresser), 
and premises to. which members of the 
public are invited to resort for t1;te purpose 
of delivering there goods for repair or 
other treatment or of themselves carrying 
out repairs to, or other treatment of, goods 

*Note: By regulation E20 certain small garages and open carports are treated as 
being of purpo'Se grollp. I. 
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, TABLE TO: REGULATION E~-<;an#nue4 

Purpose 
group 

Descriptive 
title 

Purposes for which building or compartment 
, is inten4ed to be used . 

(1) (2) 

VI Factory 

(3) 

• Factory within the meaning ,ascribed to that· 
word by section 175 of the Factories' .Act 

, (N.I.) 1965(d) (but :not including slaughter 
houses and other premiSes referred to in 
paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection '(1) of 
that section) , 

VII Other place of 
assembly 

Place, whether P1lblic or pr:i;yate, used for 
the attendance Of persons for or in , 
conne<;:tion with theirsociaJ., recreational, 
educational, business or other activities, 
and not comprised within grouPi! I to VI 

VlI'I Storage and general Place fot storage, deposit or parking of " 
goods and matetiills {inCluding vehicles);' ,f: 

and any other premises: not' comptisedin . 
groups I to VII* 

*NO'te: By regulation E20 certain small garages and op~n carports ~re treated as 
being of purpose group 1. 

Rules far measurement 
E3. In this Part-
{a) the 'height of abuiIding, or (where relevant) bf part oLa' building as 

described in regulation E5(1)(b), means the height of 'such building .orpart, 
measured from the mean level <:>f the ,ground. adjoining the outsid~ of the 
c:!:x:t~rnal wall~ of the ,building to the level of half the vertical heiglit of 
the roof of the buildiIig <;>r part,or to 'the top 'of the 'waUs 'or of ·the para-
pet (if any), whkhever is the higher; , " 

(b)(iYthe arel;l.of any storey of a 'building or'compartment shall 'be taken 
, .to be ,the total area of that storey bounded by the 'inner finished~urfaces 

of the enclosing walls or, oh any side where there is no enclosing wall, 
by the outermost edge of ,the floor :on ,that :side,; 

(ii)the area of any room or garage shall be ,taken to be the total area of 
its floor bounded by the, inner finished surfaces', ,of: the walls forming 
the room or garage; and 

(ill) the area of any part of a roof shall be taken to be the actual visible 
area of such part measured on a plane parallel to the pitch of the roof; 
and 

(c) the cubic capacity of a building or compartment shall be ascertained by 
measuring the volume of space contained within-,. 
(i) the inner finished surfaces of the enclosing walls or, on any side where 

there is no enclosing wall, a plane extending vertically above the outer
most edge of the floor on that side; and 

(ii) the upper surface of its lowest floor; and 

(cl) 1965 c. 20 (N.I.) 
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(iii) in" the case of a building or of a compartment which extends to a roof, 
the under surface of the roof or, in the case of any other compartment, 
the under surface of the ceiling of the highest storey within that 
compartment, 

including the space occupied by any other walls or any shafts, ducts or 
structure within the space to be so measured. " 

Provision of compartment walls and compartment floors 
E4.-(l) Any building of a purpose group specified in column (1) of the Table 

to this regulation which has~ 
(a) any storey the floor area of which exceeds that specified as relevant to a 

building of that purpose group and height in column (3) of the Table; or 
(b) a cubic capacity which exceeds that specified as so relevant in column (4)" 

of the Table, 
shall be so divided into compartments by means of compartment walls or com
partment floors or both that~ 

(i) no such compartment has" any storey the floor area" of wl1ich exceeds the 
area specified as relevant to the building in column (3) of the Table; and 

(ll) no such compartment has a cubic capacity which exceeds that specified 
as so relevant in column (4) of the Table: 

Provided that if any building of purpose group V is fitted throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system which complies with the relevant recommendations of 
CP402.201: 1952, this paragraph shall have effect in relation to that building as if 
the limits of dimensions specified in columns (3) and (4) of the Table were doubled. 

- (2) In any building which exceeds 28m in height, any floor which separlj.tes 
one storey from another storey, other than a floor which is-

(a) within a maisonette; or 
(b) above the ground storey but at a height not exceeding 9m above the 

adjoining ground, 
shall be constructed as a compartment floor. 

" (3) The following walls and floors shall be constructed as compartment walls 
or compartment floors- " 

(a) any floor in a building of purpose group ll; 
(b) any wall or floor separating a flat or maisonette from any other part of the 

same building; 
(c) any" wall or floor separating part of a building from any other part of the 
" same building which is used or intended to be used mainly for a purpose 

falling within a different purpose group in the Table to regulation E2; and 
(d) any floor immediately over a basement storey if such storeY-

" (i) forms part of a building of purpose group I which has three or more 
storeys or a building or compartment of purpose group III or V; and 

(ii) has an area exceeding 100m2• 
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TABLE TO REGULATION E4 

(Dimensions of buildings and compartments) 

Limits of dimensions 

Purpose group Height of building 

(1) (2) 

Floor area 
of storey in . 
building or 

compartment 
(in m2) 

(3) 

Cubic 
capacity of 
building or 

compartment 
(inm3) 

(4) 

Part i-Buildings other than single storey buildings 

II (Institutional) Any height 2000 No limit 

III (Other residential) Not exceeding 28m 3000 8500 

" 
Exceeding 28m 2000 5500 

V (Shop) Any height 2000 7000 

VI (Factory) Not exceeding 28m No limit 28000 

" " 
Exceeding 28m 2000 5500 

VIII (Storage and general) Not exceeding 28m No limit 21000 

" " 
Exceeding 28m 1000 No limit 

Part 2-Single storey buildings 

II (Institutional) Any height 3000 No limit 

III (Other residential) Any height 3000 No limit 

Fire resistance of elements of structure 
. ES.-(I) In this regulation and in the Table to this regulation-

(a) (subject to any express provision to the contrary) any reference to a build
ing of which an element of structure forms part means the building or (if 
a building is divided into compartments) any compartment of the building 
of which the element forms part; and 

(b) any reference to height means the height of a building, not of any com
partment irI. the building, but if any part of the building is completely 
separated throughout its height both above and below ground from all 
other parts by a compartment wall or compartment walls in the same con
tinuous vertical plane, any reference to height in relation to that part means 
the height solely of that part. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this regulation and of regulation E6, every 
element of structure shall have fire resistance of not less than the relevant period 
set out in the Table to this regulation: 
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Provided that: 
(a) any external wall shall not have fire resistance of less than half an hour; 
(b) any separating wallshall not have fire resistance of less than one hour; 
(c) any compartment wall or compartment floor which separates a part of a 

building falling within purpose group II or III from any other part of the 
building falling within a purpose group other than purpose group II or III 
shall not have fire resistance of less than one hour; 

. (d) any element of structure which forms part of more thfl:Q one Quilding or 
compartment shall be so constructed as to comply with the greater or 
greatest of the relevant requirements specified in the Table; and 

(e). any element of structure shall not have fire resistance of less than the 
minimum period required by these regulations for any element which it 

. carries. 

_ (3) Any compartment wall separating a flat or. maisonette from any other 
part of the same building shall not be required to have fire resistance exceeding 
one hour unIess- ... 
-- - (a) the wall is a load bearing wall or a wall forming part of a protected 

shaft; or 
(b) the part of the building from which the wall separates the flat or maisonette 

is of a different purpose group and the miniri::lum period of fire resistance 
required by the provisions of this regulation for any element of structure 
in that part is one and a half hours or more. 

(4) Nothing in paragraph (2) shall apply to-
(a) any part of an external wall which is non-Ioadbearing and may, in accord-

ance with regulation E7, be an unprotected -area; or - . 
(b) in the case of a single storey building or a building consisting of a ground 

storey and one or more basement storeys, any element of structure which 
forms part of the ground storey and consists of- _ 
(i) part of an external wall which does not support a gallery- and which 

.may, in accordance with r~gu1ation E7, be an unprotected area; or 
-(ii) a structural frame or a beam or column: -

Provided that any beam or column (whether or not it forms pan 
of a structural frame) which is within or forms part of a wall, and any 
column which gives support to a wall or gallery, shall hC).ve fi+e resist~ 
ance of not less than the minimum period, if any, required by these 
regulations for that wall or that gallery; or --

(iji) an internal loadbearing wall or _a loadbearing part of a wall unless that 
wall or part is, or forms part of, a compartment wall or a separating 
wall, or forms part of the structure enclosing a protected shaft or 
supports a gallery. 



In this Table-

TABLE TO REdt.JLArtON E5 

(Mllilinum periods of fire resistance) 

"cubic capacity" means the cubic capacity of the building 6.t, if the bUilding is divided into compartments, the compartment 
of which the element of structure forms part; and 

"floor area" means the floor area of each storey in the building or, if the building is divided into compartments, of each 
storey in the compartment of which the element of structure forms part 

Part i-Buildings other than single storey buildings 
-. -

Minimum period of fire 
resistance (in hotli."s) for 

Maximum dimensions elements of structure(*) 
forming part of-

Purpose ground 
group Floor Cubic storey base-

Height area capacity or Upper ment 
(in m) (inm2) (inm3) storey· storey 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
" .. -

I (Small residential) 
House having not more than three storeys .. No limit No limit No limit t l(a) x 

House having four storeys .. . . . . No limit 250 No limit l(b) 1 

House having any number of storeys .. No limit No limit No limit 1 It 
.-~ . 

~ 
...... ...... 
~ 

b:l 
;: 

~ ;::S. 
0'0 

~ 
~ a 
~ 
~ .. 

o.,..l 

~ 



TABLE TO REGULATION E5-continued 

Part l-continued 

Maximum dimensions 

Purpose 
group Floot Cubic 

Height area capacity 
(in m) (inm2) (inm3) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

II (Institutional) 28 2000 No limit 

over 28 2000 No limit 

" 

ill (Other residential) 

Building or part(t) baving not more than 
two storeys . . . . .. . . · . No limit 500 No limit 

B~ding or part(t) having three storeys · . No limit 250 No limit 

Building having any number of storeys .. 28 3000 8500 

Building having any number of storeys · . No limit 2000 5500 

Minimum period of fire 
resistance (in hours) for 
elements of structure(*) 

forming part of-

-
ground 
storey base-

or upper ment 
storey storey 

(5) (6) 

1 It 

It 2 

t 1 

l(b) 1 

1 It 

It 2 . 

x 

...:t w 
o 

O:l ;,:: 

s: 
~. 

:::tl 
~ ;,::. 

~ 
~. 

~ 
..... . ...... 
N 



IV (Office) . . . . .. .. " . . 7.5 250 

7.5 500 

15 No limit 
.. 

28 5000 

No limit No limit 

V (Shop) .. .. .. .. . . 7.5 150 

7.5 500 

15 No limit 

28 1000 

No limit 2000 

No limit o . 

No liniit· t 

3500 1 (b) 

14000 1 

No limit It 

No limit 0 

No limit t 

3500 l(b) 

7000 1 

7000 2 

l(c)" 

1 

1 

It 

2 

i(c) 

1 

1 

2 

4 

x 

x 

Y 

~ 
..... ..... 
N 

t:x:1 ;::. 

§: 
Si"" 

OQ 

~ 
~ 
~ ..... 
~. 

..:..:I, 
W ,.... 



TABLE TO REGULATION E5-continue4 

Part l-continued 

Maximum dimensions 

Purpose 
group Floor Cubic 

Height area capacity 
(in m) (in tn2) (inm3) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

VI (Factory) . . .. . . . . .. 7.5 250 N61imit 

7.5 No limit 1100 

15 Nolhnit 4250' 
.. 

28 No limit S500 
--' . 

28 No limit 28000 

over 28 2000 5500 
--

Minimum period of fire 
resistance (in hours) for 
elements of structure(*) 

forming part of-

ground 
storey base-

or upper ment 
storey storey 

@ . (6) 

0 1 (c) 

i 
2 1 

l(b) 1 

1 i 

2 4 

2 4 
-----

x 

tj 
,t-) 

b:l 
';:: 
.~ 
~. 

OQ 

'::;.:, 

i 
'1:\ .... o· 
,i;; 

~ .... 
,~ 



VII (Assembly) .. .. . . .. 7.5 250 

7.5 500 

15 No limit 

28 5000 

No limit No limit 
. 

VIII (Storage and general) ... .. .. 7.5 150 

7.5 300 

15 No limit 

15 No limit 

28 No limit 

28 No limit 

over 28 1000 

No limit 0 

No limit .1. z 

3500 l(b) 

14000 1 

No limit It 

No limit .0 

No limit t 

1700 1 (b) 

3500 1 

7000 2 

21000 4 

NQlimit 4 

.. - .. 

l(c) 

1 

1 

It . 

2 

l(q) 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

4 

:x 

:x 

.... 

~ 
::: 
tv 

\:1;1. 
$:: 

~ 
S' OQ. 

~ 
~ -1:\. 

~ 

~ w-
w' 
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Notes to Part 1 
For the purpose ef regulation E5(2),the period of fire resistance to be taken 

as being relevant to an element of structure is the period included in column (5) 
or (6), whichever is 'appropriate, in the line of entries which specifies dimensions 
with all of which there is conformity or, if there are two or more such lines, in 
the topmost of those lines. 

(*) A floor which'is immediately over a basement storey shall be, deemed to 
be an element of structure forming part of a basement storey. 

(t) The expression "part" means a part which is separated as described in 
regulation E(5)(I)(b). '. 

(a) The period is half an hour for elements forming part of a basement storey 
which has an area not exceeding 50m2. 

(b) This period is reduced to half an hour in respect of a floor which is not 
a compartment floor, except as to the beams which support the floor or 
any part of the floor which contributes to the structural support of the 
building as a whole. ' , . 

(c) No fire resistance is required if the elements form part of a basement 
storey Which has ~n area not exceeding 50m2• , , 

x The items thus marked are applicable only to buildings, not to compart" 
ments, except in relation to purpose group Ill; see also regulations E7(3) 
proviso (i) an9. E8(7) proviso (a). . 

y If the buUding is fitted throughollt with: anautomati~ sprinkler system 
which complies with the relevant recommendations of CP402.201: 1952, 
any m.~~mum limits specified in columns (3) and (4) shall ~e doubled. 
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TABLE TO, REGULATION E5'-'-Continued 

(Minimum periods of fire resistance) 

Part 2~ingle storey buildings 

Minimmn period 
Maxinium floor of fire ,resistance 

Purpose group area (in hours) for 
(in m2) , elements of 

structure 

(1) (2) (3) 

I (Small residential) No limit t 

II (Institutional) 3000 t 

III (Other -residential) 3000 t 

IV (Office) '3000 t 
No limit 1 

V (Shop) 2000 t 
3000 1 

No limit 2 

, VI (Factory) 2000 t 
3000 1 

No limit 2 

VII (Assembly) 3000 t 
No limit 1 

VIII (Storage and generru) , 500 t 
1000 1 
3000 2 

No limit 4 

Notes to Part 2 

735' 

, ' 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

" " 

z 

z 

" ' 

For the purpose of regulation E5(2») the period of fire resistance to be taken 
as being ~elevant to an elemen~ of structure is t4e perio(,l,inc:luded.i~ col~ (3) 
in the line of entries which specifies the floor area with which there is conformity, 
or, if there are two or more such lines, in the topmost of those lines. 

z ~ee regulations E7(3) provjso (i) and ES(7) proviso (b). 
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Fire resistance of floors in: conjunction with suspended ceilings 
E6.-(1) In the Table to this regulation~ 
(a) "height" has the meaning assigned to that expression by regulation 

ES(l)(b); and 
,(b) references to classes are to classes as defined in regulation EIS(l). 

(2) In .the, application. of regulation ES to floors, no account shall be taken 
of any fire resistance attributable to any suspended ceiling other than a suspended 
ceiling constructed as described in the Table to this regulation. 

Height 

(1) 

Less than ISm 

.. 

, .... ... H 

ISm or more 

Any , . '" 

TABLE TO REGULATION E6 

(Suspended ceilings) 

Required fire 
Type of floor resistance of Description of 

floor suspended ceiling 

'(2) (3) (4) 

Non-compart- 1 hour 'or less Surface of ceiling exposed 
ment within the cavity not 

lower than Class 1 

Compartment Less than 1 
hour 

Compartment 1 hour .. i Surface of ceiling exposed 
within the cavity not 
lower than Class' 0; 
supports and fixings for 
the ceiling non-
combustible 

.. 
i 

Any . . .. I hour or less ! Surface of ceiling exposed 
: within the cavity not 

lower than Class 0 and 
jointless; supports and 
fixings for the ceiling 
non-combustible 

Any . . , . More than I Ceiling of non-combustible 
hour .. construction and 

jointless; supports and 
fixings for the ceiliIig 
non,combustible 
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External walls 
E7.-(1) For the purposes of this regulation-
(a) any reference to Schedule 7 shall be construed as referring to the pro

visions of Part I of that schedule together with (at the option of the person 
intending to erect the building) the provisions of rart 11, Part III or (if 
applicable) Part IV; 

(b) any part of a roof shall be deemed to be part of an external wall or side 
of a building if it is pitched at an angle of 70· or more to the horizontal 
and adjoins a space within the building to which persons have access not 
limited to the purposes of maintenance or repair; and 

(c) if a building is to be erected on land which will be occupied in common 
with another building (whether it be the only' other building or anyone 
of a number of other buildings) and either the building to be so erected 
or that other building is a building of purpose group I (except a building 
described in regulation E20 which complies with regulation EI8 or EI9) 
or a building of purpose group 111-
(i) in the application of the provisions of this regulation to any side or 

external wall of the building to be so erected which faces a side or 
external wall of that other building, a notional boundary shall be 
assumed to pass between those buildings; . 

(ii) such notional boundary shall be so situated as to enable the adjacent 
sides and external walls of both buildings to comply with the require
ments of this regulation; and 

(iii) if that other building is an existing building, it shall be treated as if it 
were a new building of the same purpose group and having the same 
unprotected areas and fire resistance as the existing building. 

(2) Any side of a building except as provided by regulation El8 (Small 
garages) or EI9 (Small open carports) shall comply with any relevant require
ments relating to permitted limits of unprotected areas specified in Schedule 7. 

(3) Any external wall which is situated within a distance of lm from any 
point on the relevant boundary and any external wall of a building which exceeds 
I5m in height shall-

(a) be constructed wholly of non-combustible materials apart from any 
external cladding which complies with paragraph (4) or any internal 
lining which complies with regulation E15; and . 

(b) be so constructed that any fire resistance required by these regulations is 
attained by the non-comBustible part alone: 
Provided that the requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to-
Ci) an external wall of a building which is within the limits of size indicated 

by the letter "x" in Part I of the Table to regulation E5 or of a build
ing which is not divided into compartments and is within the limits of 
size indicated by the letter "z" in Part 2 of that table if, in either case, 
that building does not exceed 15m in height; 

Cii) an external wall of a building or part of a building of purpose group 
III which consists of fiats or maisonettes if that building has not more 
than three storeys or that part is separated as described in regulation 
E5(I)(b) and has not more than three storeys; or 

(iii) an external wall of a part of a building if that wall is situated lm or' 
more from the relevant boundary and thllt part is separated as 
described in regulation E5CI)(b) and does not exceed 15m in height. 

(4) Any external cladding which is situated within a distance of lm from any 
point on the relevant boundary and any external cladding on a building which 
exceeds 15m in height shall have a surface complying with the requirements for 
Class 0 specified in regulation EI5(I)(e) : 

25 
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Provided that, if an external wall of such a building is Im or more from the 
relevant boundary, any part of such cladding below a height of 15m from the 
ground may consist of timber of not less than 9mm finished thickness or of a 
material having a surface which, when tested in accordance with BS476: Part 6: 
1968, has an index of performance (1) not exceeding 20. 

(5) Any beam or column forming part of, and any structure carrying, an 
external wall which is required to be constructed of non-combustible materials 
shall comply with the provisions of paragraph (3) as to non-combustibility. 

Separating walls 
E8.-(l) Subject to the exceptions specified in paragraph (2), any separating 

wall shall be imperforate and shall form a complete vertical separation between 
any buildings separated (including any roof space therein). 

(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall prohibit- . 
(a) the passage through a separating wall of a pipe if the pipe complies with 

regulation E12; or 
(b) an opening in a separating wall which is necessary as a means of escape 

from fire, if the opening is fitted with a door which-
(i) complies with the requirements of regulation Ell; and 

. (ii) has fire resistance which is not less than the period required by regula
tion E5 for the separating wall. 

(3) Subject to the exceptions specified in paragraph (4), any separating wall 
which forms a junction with a roof shall be carried above the upper surface of the 
covering of that roof to a distance of not less than 375mm (measured at right 
angles to such upper surface). 

(4) A separating wall shall not be required to comply with the provisions of 
paragraph (3)-

(a) if the buildings separated by the separating wall are so constructed that-
(i) any part of the roof which is within 1.5m of the separating wall is 

. designated AA, AB or AC; and 
(ii) the deck of such part of the roof.is of solid or hollow slab construction 

of non-combustible material; and 
(iii) the junction between the separating wall and such roof is fire-stopped; 
or 

(b) if-
(i) each of the buildings separated by the separating wall is of purpose 

group I, Ill, IV or VII; and 
(ii) neither building exceeds 12.5m in height; and 
(iii) any part of the roof which is within 1.5m of the separating wall is 

covered with non-combustible material or asphalt; and 
(iv) the junction between the separating wall and the roof covering is fire

stopped; 
or 

(c) if-
(i) each of the buildings separated by the separating wall is a: building of 

purpose group I having not more than three storeys; and 
(ii) any part of the roof which is within 1.5m from the separating wall is 

designated AA, AB or AC; and 
(iii) the junction between the separating wall and the roof is fire-stopped. 

(5) If any external wall is carried across the end of a separating wall, such 
external wall and separating wall shall be bonded together or the junction of 
such walls shall be fire-stopped. 

(6) Any combustible material which is built into or carried through, across the 
end of or over the top of a separating wall shall not be of such a type or used in 
such a way as will render ineffective the resistance of that wall to the effects or 
spread of fire: 
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Provided that-
(a) if a building is constructed in compliance with the requirements of para~ 

graph (4)(b), nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the continuation over 
the top of the separating wall of-
(i) any boarding, with or without sarking felt or sarking paper, if such 

boarding is used as a base for the roof covering and the boarding is 
solidly bedded on mortar 01: other not less suitable material where it 
rests on the separating wall;. or 

(ii) any wood wool slabbing, with or without sarking felt or sarking paper, 
if the slabbing is solidly bedded on mortar or other not less suitable 
m~terial where it rests on the separating wall; or 

(iii) any tiling or slating battens (other than such battens used in connection 
with (ii) above), if the battens are solidly bedded on mortar or other 
not less suitable material where they rest on the separating wall and the 
space between them is filled with mortar or other not less suitable 
material up to the underside of the roof covering; and 

(b) if a building is constructed in compliance with the requirements of para~ 
graph (4)(c), nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the FOof covering 
from passing over the top of the wall or any combustible material falling 
within the provisions of sub-paragraph (a) (i), (ii) or (iii) from forming part 
of a roof which is designated AA, AB or AC. 

(7) Any separating wall shall be constructed wholly of non-combustible 
materials apart from any surface finish which complies with regulation EIS and 
the required fire resistance shall be attained independently of any such com
bustible surface finish: 

Provided that the requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to--
(a) a wall separating buildings which are not divided into compartments and 

are within the limits of size indicated by the leter "x" in Part I of the 
Table to regulation E5; or 

(b) a wall separating single storey buildings which are not divided into com~ 
partments and are within the limits of size indicated by the letter "z" in 
Part 2 of the Table to regulation ES. 

(8) Any beam or column forming part of, and any structure carrying, a 
separating wall which is required to be constructed of non-combustible materials 
shall itself comply with the requirements of paragraph (7) as to non-com
bustibility. 

Compartment walls and compartment floors 
E9.-(l) Any compartment wall or compartment floor shall be imperforate 

with the exception of anyone or more of the following-
(a) (i) in the case of a compartment wall separating a flat or maisonette from 

any space in common use giving access to that flat or maisonette, an 
opening fitted with a door which complies with the requirements of 
regulation Ell and has fire resistance of not less than half an hour; or 

(ii) in any other case, an opening fitted with a door which complies with 
the requirements of regulation Ell and has fire resistance of not less 
than the minimum period required by regulation E5 for the wall or 
floor; 

(b) an opening for a protected shaft; 
(c) an opening for a ventilation duct (other than a duct in, or consisting of, a 

protected shaft) if any space surrounding the duct is fire-stopped and the 
duct is fitted with an automatic fire shutter where it passes through the 
wall or floor; 

(d) an opening for a pipe which complies with the requirements of .regulation 
E12; 
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(e) an opening for a chimney, appliance ventilation duct or duct encasing one 
or more flue pipes, in each case complying with the relevant requirements 
of paragraphs (5) and (6) and of Part L; or 

(fJ. an opening for a refuse chute which complies with the requirements of 
Part J. 

(2) Where a compartment wall or floor joins any compartment wall, external 
wall or separating wall or any structure enclosing a protected shaft, such struc
tures shall be bonded together at the junction or the junction shall be fire-stopped. 

(3) Where any compartment wall forms a junction with a roof, such wall shall 
be carried above the upper surface of the roof covering for a distance of not less 
than 375mm, measured at right angles to the surface of the roof, unless either-

(a) the roof complies with the requirements of regulation E8(4)(a); or 
(b) the compartment wall is in a building of purpose group Ill, IV or VII 

not exceeding 12.5m in height, and the roof complies with the requirements 
of regulation E8(4)(b)(iii) and (iv): 

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the continuation over 
the top of the wall of any construction which complies with the requirements of 
regulation E8(6). 

(4) Any combustible material which is built into or carried through or across 
the ends of any compartment wall or compartment floor or carried over the top 
of any compartment wall shall not be OD such a type or used in such a way as will 
render ineffective the resistance of that wall or floor to the effects or spread of fire. 

(5) If any chimney, appliance ventilation duct or duct encasing one or more 
flue pipes passes through a compartment floor or compartment wall-

(a) any flue in the chimney; or 
(b) the passage in the appliance ventilation duct; or 
(c) the space within the duct encasing the flue pipe or pipes, 

shall be separated from that compartment floor or compartment wall and from 
each compartment adjoining that floor or wall by non-combustible construction 
having fire resistance of not less than half the minimum fire resistance required 
by regulation E5 for the compartment floor or compartment wall through which 
it passes. 

(6) If any chimney, appliance ventilation duct or duct encasing one or more 
flue pipes forms part! of a compartment wall-

(a) any flue in the chimney; or 
(b) the passage in the appliance ventilation duct; or 
Cc) the space within the duct encasing the flue pipe or pipes, 

shall be separated from any compartment adjoining that wall by non-combustible 
construction having, at any level, fire resistance of not less than half the minimum 
fire resistance required by regulation E5 for the compartment wall at that level. 

(7) Any compartment wall or compartment floor Which is required by regula
tion E5 to have fire resistance of one hour or more (except where that require
ment arises solely by virtue of proviso (c) to regulation E5(2)), shall be con
structed wholly of non-combustible materials apart from-

(i) any floor finish; or 
(ii) any suface finish to a wall or ceiling which complies with the require

ments of regulation E15; or 
(iii) any ceiling which complies with the description specified in the Table 

to regulation E6; 
and, apart from any such ceiling, the required fire resistance of the wall or floor 
shall be obtained without assistance from any combustible material permitted by 
this sub-paragraph: 

Provided that the requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to-
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(a) the following walls and floors in a building or part of purpose group III 
which consists of flats or maisonettes- ' 
(i) if that building has three storeys or that part is separated as described 

in regulation E5(I)(b) and has three storeys, any wall or floor other 
than a wall within a basement storey or a floor immediately over a 
basement storey; 

(ii) if that building has four storeys or that part is separated as described 
in regulation E5(I)(b) and has four storeys, any floor other than a floor 
immediately over a basement storey; and 

(b) any existing floor in a building or part of purpose group IV, V, VI, Vll 
or VIll which is altered or extended if, after alteration or extension, that 
building does not exceed I5m in height or that part is separated as 
described in regulation E5(I)(b) and does not exceed I5m in height. 

(8) Any beam or column forming part of, and any structure carrying, any 
compartment wall or compartment floor which is required to be constructed of 
non-combustible materials, shall itself comply with the provisions of paragraph 
(7) as to non-combustibility. 

Protected shafts. 
EIO.-(l) In this regulation, "protecting structure" means any wall or floor or 

other structure which encloses a protected shaft other than-
(a) 8: wall which also forms part of an external wall, separating wall or com

partment wall; or 
(b) a floor which is also a compartment floor or a floor laid directly On the 

ground; or 
(c) a roof. 

(2) No protected shaft shall be constructed for use for any purposes additional 
to those specified in regulation EI(I) other than for the passage of a pipe or duct 
or as sanitary accommodation or washrooms, or both. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this regulation, any protected shaft shall be 
completely enclosed. 

(4)(a) Any protecting structure which is required by regulation E5 to have 
fire resistance of one hour or more shall be constructed wholly of non-com
bustible materials apart from any surface finish which complies with the require
ments of regulation EI5: 

Provided that the requirements of this sub-paragraph shall not apply to pro
tecting structure wjJ.ich is situated within the ground storey or an upper storey of 
a building or part thereof in purpose group III consisting of flats or maisonettes 
if that building h~s three storeys or that part is separated as described in regula
tion E5(I)(b) and has three storeys. 

(b) Any beam or column forming part of, and any structure carrying, pro
tecting structure which is required to be constructed of non-combustible 
materials shall itself comply with the provisions of sub-paragraph (a) as to 
non-combustibility. 

(5) Any wall, floor or other structure enclosing a protected shaft but not being 
protecting structure may contain such openings as shall be in accordance with 
other provisions of these regulations. 

(6) There shall be no opening in any protecting structure other than anyone 
or more of the following-

(i) an opening for a pipe which complies with the requirements of regula
tion E12; 

(ii) an opening fitted with a door which h~s fire resistance complying with' 
the provisions 0,£ paragraph (7) and complies with the provisions of 
regulation Ell; 
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(ill) (if the protected shaft contains a lift) an opening which complies with 
the provisions of paragraph (8); and 

(iv) (if the protected shaft serves as, or contains a ventilating duct) an inlet 
to or outlet from that duct or an opening for that duct. 

(7) Any door fitted in an opening in protecting structure shall have fire resist
ance for the following minimum period-

(a) if the protected shaft is in a building of purpose group Ill, IV or VII and 
is wholly or partly above the level of the adjoining ground, not less than 
half an hour; or 

(b) in any other case, either not less than half the period required by other 
provisions of this Part for the protecting structure surrounding the open
ing or not less than half an hour (whichever is the greater). 

(8) Any protected shaft containing a lift or lifts-
(a) shall be ventilated to the external, air by means of one or more permanent 

openings situated at the top of the shaft and having a total unobstructed 
area of not less than 0.1m2 for each lift in the shaft; and 

. (b) shall not contain any pipe conveying gas or oil or any ventilating duct; and 
(c) may have an opening in its protecting structure for the passage of the 

cables operating the lift into the room containing the lift motor: 
Provided that if the opening is at the boJ;tom of the shaft the opening shall be 

as small as practicable. 

(9)(a) If a protected shaft serves as, or contains, a ventilating duct-
(i) the duct shall be fitted internally with automatic fire shutters so con

structed, at such intt'?rvals and in such positions as may be necessary, as 
to reduce so far as practicable the risk of fire sp~'eading from a com
partment to any other compartment; or such other provision shall be 
made as will reduce such risk so far as practicable; and 

(ll) the duct shall not be constructed of, or lined with, any material which 
substantially increases such risk. 

(b) In addition, in the case of a protected shaft containing a ventilating duct, 
the shaft shall be so constructed with additional barriers to fire between the duct 
and the shaft as may be necessary to reduce so far as practicable the risk of fire 
spreading from a compartment to any other compartment. 

(10) If a protected shaft consists of a stairway, it shall not contain any pipe 
conveying gas or oil or any ventilating duct. 

Fire-resisting doors 
Ell.-(I) This regulation shall apply to any door which is required by the 

provisions of this Part to have fire resistance. 

(2) In this regulation-
"automatic self-closing deviee" does not include rising butt hinges except 

in relation to a door to which paragraph (5) applies; and 
"electro-magnetic or electro-mechanical device susceptible to smoke" refers 

only to any such devi~e which will allow the door held open by it to close 
automatically upon the occurrence of each or anyone of the following-

(i) detection of smoke by automatic apparatus suitable in nature, quality 
and location; 

(ll) manual operation of a switch fitted in a suitable position; 
(ill) failure of electricity supply to the device, apparatus or switch; 
(iv) if a fire alarm system is' installed in the building, operation of that 

system. 
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(3)(a) Any door to which this regulation applies shall (subject to paragraph 
(1) pe fitted with an automatic self-closing device. 

(b) No means of holding any such door open shall be provided other than 
a fusible link or, if the door is so constructed and installed that it can readily be 
opened manually, an electro-magnetic or electro-mechanical device susceptible to 
smoke. 

(c) No part of a hinge on which any such door is hung shall be made either 
of combustible material or of non-combustible material having a melting point 
less than 800·C. 

(4) Any door fitted in an opening which is provided as a means of escape in 
the event of fire or might be so used shall be so constructed and installed that it 
can readily be opened manually and shall not be held open by any means other 
than an electro-magnetic or electro-mechanical device susceptible to smoke: 

Provided that there may also be installed so as to close the same opening a 
door which carinot readily be opened manually if-

(i) such door is fitted with an automatic self-closing device and is held 
open by a fusible link; 

(ii) the manually openable door' has fire resistance of not less than half an 
hour; and 

(iii) the required fire resistance is achieved by the two doors together. 

(5) Any door to which reference is made in regulation E9(1)(a)(i), EI3(2)(b) 
or E18(6)(c)(ii) shall be either a single leaf door swinging in one direction only or 
a double leaf door each leaf of which swings in the opposite direction from the 
other leaf. 

(6) Any door which is fitted in protecting structure (as defined in regulation 
EIOO» and is not required by the provisions of regulation E1O(7) to have fire 
resistance of more than half an hour may consist of any single or double leaf 
door (the leaf ot each leaf of which swings in one or both directions), other than 
a double leaf door both leaves of which swing in one and the same direction and 
have rebated meeting stiles, if- ' 

(a) the door opens into a hall, lobby or corridor enclosed by walls or partitions 
having fire resistance of not less than half an hour; and 

(b) the clearance between the leaf or leaves of any such door and its frame 
and (if the door has two leaves) between the leaves is as small as is reason
ably practicable. 

(7) Notwithstanding paragraph (3)(a), a door which is not fitted with a self
closing device may be installed in an opening in the structure which encloses a 
protected shaft containing exclusively a lift or lifts if either-

(a) the door has fire resistance for a period of not less than half an hour and 
there is also installed so as to close the same opening another door which 
is fitted with an automatic self-closing device, is held open by a fusible 
link and has fire resistance for a period not less than that prescribed by 
the relevant provisions of iliis Part for the structure surrounding the open
ing; or 

(b) (unless the opening is in a compartment wall' and is one of two openings 
provided at the same level to allow access to a lift from different sides) 
the door has fire resistance for a period not less than that prescribed by 
relevant provisions of this Part for the structure surrounding the opening. 

(8) Without prejudice to the requirements of paragraphs (4) to (7), two fire
resisting doors (each being either a single or a double leaf door) may be installed 
in an opening if each by itself is capable of closing the opening and the required 
fire resistance is ::l.chieved by the two doors together. 
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Penetration of elements of structure by pipes 
E12.-(1) In this regulation "pipe"-
ta) excludes a flue pipe and any pipe used for ventilation purposes other than 

a ventilating pipe as defined in regulation N2(1); and 
(b) includes pipe fittings and accessories. 

(2)(a) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (3), the nominal internal diameter 
of that part of a pipe which passes through-

(i) an opening in a separating wall; or 
(ii) an opening in a compartment wall or compartment floor other than 

any such opening which is wholly enclosed within a protected shaft; or 
(iii) an opening in protecting structure, 

shall not exceed the relevant dimensions prescribed in the Table to this regulation: 
Provided that if, on either side of the structure penetrated and within a 

distance of Im (measured along the pipe) from the point of penetration, the pipe 
which penetrates the stmcture, being of specification (a), is connected to a pipe 
of specfication (b) or (c) or, being of specification (b), is connected to a pipe of 
specification (c), the maximum internal diameter of the pipe shall be determined 
as though it were of the same! specification as the pipe to yvhich it is connected. 

(b) Any opening shall be as small as is reasonably practicable and shall be 
fire-stopped around the pipe. 

(3) Notwithstanding the requirements of paragraph (2)(a), a pipe which forms 
part of an above ground drainage system comprising pipes which comply with 
specification (b) in the Table and have a nominal internal diameter not exceed
ing 150mm in the case of a stack pipe or lOOmm in the case of a branch pipe 
may pass through an opening in a separating wall between houses or an opening 
in a compartment wall or compartmenll floor between flats or maisonettes if-

(a) the pipe, being a stack pipe, is contained in each storey within an enclosure 
or, being a branch pipe, discharges into a stack pipe contained within an 
enclosure formed in part by the wall penetrated by the branch pipe; 

(b) any such enclosure-
(i) extends, in each storey, from the floor to the ceiling of that storey or, 

if the ceiling is suspended beneath a floor, to that floor; 
(ii) has each side formed by a separating wall, compartment wall or external 

wall or by casing; 
(iii) has an internal surface, excluding any supporting members, which com

plies with the requirements for Class 0 specified in regulation E15(1)(e); 
(iv) has no access panel situated in a bedroom or circulation space; and 
(v) is not used for any other purpose except to accommodate pipes con

veying water; 
(c) any such casing-

(i) is imperforate except for any opening made for the passage of a pipe or 
fitted with an access panel; 

(ii) consists of any material other than sheet metal; and 
(iii) (including any access panel) has fire resistance of not less than half an 

hour; 
and 

(d) any opening made for the passage of a branch pipe through a side of an 
enclosure or for the passage of a stack pipe through a floor at the base or 
top of an enclosure (including, in the case of a maisonette, any floor within 
the dwelling) is as small as is reasonably practicable and is fire-stopped 
around the pipe. 
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TABLE TO REGULATION E12 

(Maximum nominal internal diameter of pipes) 

Specification of pipe 
(1) . 

(a) Pipe made of any non-combustible 
material which, if exposed to a 
temperature of 800·C, will not 
soften and will not fracture to such 
an extent as to permit flames or 
hot gases to pass through the wall 
of the pipe 

Maximum nominal internal 
diameter Qf·pipe (in mm) 

(2) 

150 

745 

(b) Pipe made of lead or aluminium 
or alloy thereof; asbestos-cement 
pipe; or unplasticised polyvinyl 
chloride pipe complying with 
BS4514: 1969 

100 if it penetrates structure (other 
than a separating wall) enclosing a 
protected shaft not regularly used 
for the passage of people 

38 in all other ·cases 

(c) Pipe made of any other material 38 

Stairways 
E13.-(I) Every stairway (including any landing thereof) which forms part 

of a building shall, whether the stairway is internal or external, be constructed of 
non-combustible material except-

(a) an internal stairway which is situated
(i) within a maisonette; or 

(ii) within any storey which comprises elements of structure for which the 
fire resistance required by this Part is less than one hour; or 

(iii) within the ground storey or an upper storey of a building or part of 
purpose group III which consists of flats or maisonettes if that building 
has not more than three storeys or that part is separated as described 
in regulation E5(1)(b) and has not more than three storeys; or 

(iv) within a building or compartment of purpose~oup V but not within 
a protected shaft; or 

(b) an external stairway which is situated between the ground and a floor or 
flat roof the level of which, at the head ·of the stairway, is not more than 
6m above the finished surface of the ground adjoiIiingthe foot of the 
stairway: 

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the addition of any 
combustible material to the upper surface of any stairway or landing. 

(2) In any building of purpose group I Which has three or more storeys, any 
internal stairway (including any hall or landing associated therewith and any 
part of a floor which affords passage between flights of ,the stairway) shall be 
:separated from all other parts of the buiIdingby structure complying with the 
following requirements-

(a) the structure shall have fire resistance for not less than the minimum 
period .required by regulation E5 for elements of structure forming part of 
the storey in which it is situated; and 

25A 
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;:b) any opening in the structure which gives access to a habitable room or 
kitchen shall be fitted with a door which has fire resistance of not less than 
half an hour and complies with the requirements of regulation Ell. 

Fire-stopping 
E14.-(l) Any fire stop required by the provisions of this Part shall be so 

formed and positioned as to prevent or retard the passage of flame. 

(2) Any fire stop shall-
(a) if provided around a pipe or duct, be made of non-combustible material 

or (if it is in a floor or wall constructed of combustible material) of timber 
not less than 38mm thick and be so constmcted as not to restrict essential 
thermal movement; and 

(b) if provided in a cavity, be made of non-combustible material or (if it is 
in a floor or wall constructed of combustible material) of timber not less 
than 38mm thick. ' 

(3) Any fire stop formed as a seal at the junction of two or more elements of 
structure shall be made of non-combustible material if all such elements are 
required by this Part to be non-combustible. 

(4) Any cavity in an element of structure which-
(a) is continuous throughout the whole or part of such element; and 
(b) has a surface of combustible material exposed within the cavity which is 

of a class lower than Class 0 in regulation EIS, 
shall be fire-stopped-

(i) at any junction with another element of structure or, with a ceiling 
under a roof; and 

(ii) in 'such a position that there is no continuous cavity (without a fire 
stop) which in one plane exceeds either 8m in a single dimension or 
25m2 in area, 

but nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the insertion of combustible filling in 
a cavity. 

Restriction of spread of flame over surfaces of walls and ceilings 
E15.~(1) For the purposes of this regulation and the Table thereto-
(a) "ceiling" includes any soffit and any rooflight, skylight, or other part of a 

building which encloses and is exposed overhead within a room, circula
tion space or protected shaft; 
"circulation space" means any space which is solely or predominantly used 
as a means of access between a room and a protected shaft or between 
either a room or a protected shaft and an exit from the building or com
partment; 
"small room" means a room which is totally enclosed and has a floor area 
not exceeding that specified in column (2) of the Table to this regulation, 
according to the purpose group of the building or compartment; and 
"trim" means any architrave, cover mould, picture rail, skirting or similar 
narrow member; 

(b) any reference to the surface of a wall shall be construed as a reference'to 
that surface excluding the surface of any door, door frame, window, 
window frame, fireplace surround, ma,ntleshelf, fitted furniture or trim; 

(c) any reference to the surface of a ceiling shall be construed as a reference 
to that surface excluding the surface of the frame of any rooflight or 
skylight; 

(d) any pa;rt of a ceiling which slopes at an angle of 70· or more to the 
horizontal and is not part of a rooflight or skylight shall be deemed to be 
a wall; 
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(e) any reference to a surface being of Class 0 shall be construed as a require-
ment that- .. ' . 
(i), the material of which the wall or ceiling is constructed shall be non-

combustible throughout; or ' 
(H) the surface material (or, if it is bonded throughout to a substrate, the 

surface material in conjunction with the substrate) shall, if tested in 
accordance with BS476: Part 6: 1968, have an index of performance 
(l) not exceeding 12 and a sub-index (i,) not exceeding 6: 

Provided, that the face of a plastics material having a softening point less than 
120·C if tested by method 102C of BS2782: 1910 shall not be regarded as a 
surface of Class .0 unless-

(i) the material is bonded throughout to a substrate which is not a plastics 
material and the material in conjunction with the s:ubstrate satisfies the 
test criteria prescribed in (ii) above; or 

(ii) the material satisfies the test criteria prescribed in (ii) above and is 
used as the ~ining of a wall so constructed that any surface which 
would be exposed if the lining were not present satisfies the said test 
criteria and is the face of a material other than a plastics material 
having a softening point less than 120·C; 

(f). any reference to a surface being of a class other than Class 0 shall be 
construed as a requirement that the wall or· ceiling shall be so constructed 
that a specimen constructed to the same specification, if exposed to test by 
fire in accordance with BS476: Part 7: 1971, would comply with the test 
criteria as to surface spread Qf flame specified in relation to that class: 

Provided that a wall or ceiling shall be deemed to have a surface of the 
requisite class if it is constructed to the same specification as that of a 
specimen which prior to 1st June 1975 was either proved to satisfy the 
relevant test criteria prescribed in clause 7 of BS476: Part 1: 1953 or was 
assessed by an appropriate authority as capable of satisfying those criteria; 
and 

(g) in relation to a requirement that a surface shall be of a class not lower 
than a specified class, Class .0 shall be regarded' as the highest class 
followed in descending ,order by Class 1, Class 2, Class 3 and Class 4. 

(2) The Surface of a wall or ceiling in a room, circulation space or protected 
shaft shall be of a class not lower than that specified as relevant in the Table to 
this regulation: 

Provided that-
(i) a wall may have a surface of any class not lower than Class 3 to the 

extent permitted by paragraph (3); and 
(ii) a ceiling may either have a' surface of any class not lower than Class 

3 to the extent permitted by paragraph (4) or may consist of plastics 
material to the extent permitted by regulation E16. 

(3) Any pa,rt of the surface of a wall in a room may be of any class not 
lower than Class 3 if the area of that part (or, if there are two or more such 
parts, the total area of those parts) does not exceed the lesser of the following-

(a) half the floor area of the room; or 
(b) (in the case of a building or compartment of purpose group I, Il or lll) 

20m2 or (in any other c~e) 60m2• 

(4) Any part of the surface of a ceiling may be of any class not lower than 
Class 3 if that part of the surface is the face of a layer of material the other 
face of which is exposed to the external air and-

(a)(i) the ceiling is that of a room in a building or compartment ~f 'purpose 
group n, Ill, IV, V or VII or that of a circulation space in a building 
or compartment of any purpose group; and 

. (ii)the ·area of that part does not exceed 2.5m2; and, 
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(ill) the distance between that part and. any other such part is not less than 
3.5m; or 

(b) (i) the ce"iling is that of a room in a building or compartment of purpose 
group VI or VID; and 

(ii) the area of that part does not exceed 5m2; and 
(ill) the distance between that part and any other such part is not less than 

1.8m; and 
(iv) that part and all other such parts are evenly distributed over the whole 

area of the ceiling and together have an area which does not exceed 
15% of the floor area of the room; or 

(c) the ceiling is that of a balcony, verandah, open carport, covered way or 
loading bay which (irrespective of its floor area) has at least one of its 
longer sides 'wholly and permanently open; or 

(d) the ceiling is .that of a .garage, conservatory or outbuilding which 
(irrespective of whether it forms part of a building or is .a building which 
is attached to ,another building or wholly detached) has a .floor area not 
exceeding 40m2• 

TABLE TO REGULATION EIS 

(Surfaces of walls and ceilings) 

" 

Class of surface for path walls and 
ceilings 

Maximum' (except where separately specified) 
floor area 
of small 

Purpose group of building room (in Circulation 
or compartment m2) Small Rooms spaces and 

rooms other than protected 
(see tal. (2» sma1lrooms shafts 

(1) (2) (3) (4) , (5) 

I (small residential)-
House having not 
more than two 
two storeys · . 4 3 (Wall) 1 . (Wall) 1 

(Ceiling) 3 (Ceiling). 3 
Any other house · . 4 '3- , 1 0 

II (Institutional) · . 4 I (Wall) ·0 0 
(Ceiling) 1 

III (Other residential) · . 4 3 I 0 
IV (Office) · . · . 30 3 1 0 
V (Shop) · . .. 30 5 1 0 

VI (Factory) · . .. 30 3 I 0 
Vll (Assembly) · , · . 30 3 1 0 
VllI (Storage and general) 30 3 1 0 

Exceptions permitting ceilings to consist of plastics materials 
.E16.-(1) The provisions of regulation E15(1) shall apply for the interpreta

tion of this regulation. 

(2) Any part of the ceiling of a room or circulation space may consist of-
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(a) rigid polyvinyl chloride sheeting which is classified as self-extinguishing 
when tested in accordance with method 508A of BS2782: 1970 if the face 
of the sheeting which is not the surface of the ceiling is, exposed to the 
external air;. or 

(b) one or more panels of such plastics materials as. are permitted by para
graph (3) if the upper and lower surfaces of any part of the ceiling which 
is not formed by a panel of plastics material and the surfaces of all other 
parts of the structure which enclose the space' over the ceiling are of a class 
not lower than that prescribed in the Table to regulation EI5 for the 
ceiling of such a room or circulation space. 

(3) Panels to which paragraph (2)Cb) refers may consist of one or more sheets 
or membranes of either-

Ca} polyvinyl chloride which has a degree of flammability of not more than 
75mm when tested in accordance with method 508C of BS2782: 1970 or 
which has very low flammability when tested and classified in accordance 
with method 508D of BS2782: 1970" if-
Ci) the nominal thickness of the sheet or membrane (or, if a panel consists 

of two or more sheets or membranes their nominal .aggregate thickness) 
does not exceed Imm; and 

$) no panel has an area exceeding 4m2; or 
(b) any plastics material which has a softening point of not more than, 120°C 

when tested by method 102C of BS2782: 1970 and a burning rate of :not 
more than 50mm/min when tested in a thickness of 3mm in accordance 
with method 508A of BS2782: 1970, if-
(i), the nominal thickness of the sheet or membrane (or, if a panel consists 

of two or more sheets or membranes, their nominal aggregate thiCkness) 
does not exceed 3mm; 

(ii) the aggregate area of the plastics material" if situated in a building or 
compartment of purpose group n, III or VII, does not exceed' 30 % of 
the floor area of the room or 15%, of the floor area of the circulation 
space, as the case may be, or, if situated in a building or compartment 
of any other purpose group, does, not exceed 50 % of the floor area of 
the' room or 15 % of the floor area of the circulation space, as the case 
may be; 

(ill) no panel has any side exceeding 5m ,in length or an area exceeding 4m2 

if situated in a room or 2m2 if situated in a circulation space; but if 
two or more panels are grouped so that each is less than 575mm from 
another, the said maximum dimensions shall be applied to the smallest 
rectangle which would wholly enclose all such panels; and 

(iv) every panel is loosely mounted in such a way that it will fall out of 
its mountings wJ.1en softened by heat. 

Roofs 
E17.-(l) No part of the roof of a building which
(a) has a cubic capacity exceeding 1500m3; or 
(b) is wholly or partly. of purpose group VI or VIII; or 
(c) is a house in a continuous terrace of more than two, houses, 

shall be so constructed as to' be designated BD, CA, CB, CC, CD, DA, DB, DC 
or DD, or be covered with thatch or wood shingles. 

(~) Any part of a roof which is designated BA, BB or BC shall be not less 
than 6m from any point on a boundary. 

(3) Any part of a roof which is designated AD, BD, CA, CB, CC or CD or is 
covered with thatch or wood shingles shall be not less than 12m from any point 
on a boundary unless such part is-

(a) of an area not exceeding 3m2; and 
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(b) separated from any other part of the same roof which is so designated 
. or covered with thatch or wood shingles by an area of roof which is at least 

l.5m wide and which is covered by non-combustible material, 
in which Case such designated part or part covered with thatch or wood shingles 
shall be not less than 6m from any such point. 

(4) Any part of a roof which is designated DA, DB, DC or DD shall be
(a) not less than 22m from any point on a boundary; and 
(b) of an area not exceeding 3m2; and 
(c) separated from any other part of the same roof which is so designated by 

an area of roof which is at least l.Sm wide and covered with non-com
bustible material. 

(5) If any part of a roof cannot be designated under regulation EI(4) on 
account of the low softening temperature of its covering material, such part shall 
be not less than 12m or twice the height of the building (whichever is the greater) 
from any point on a boundary, unless such part is-

(a) of an area not exceeding 3m2; and 
(h) separated from any other part of the same roof which is covered with t;4e 

same material or any other material which for the same reason cannot be 
so designated by an area of roof which is at least l.Sm wide and· covered 
with non-combustible material, . 

in which case such part shall be not less than 6m from any such point. 

(6) Nothing in this regulation shall prevent any part of a roof being con
structed of such glass or rigid polyvinyl chloride sheeting as cannot be designateQ 
in accordance with regulation EI(4) (but which, in the case of such sheeting, is 
classified as self-extinguishing when tested in accordance with method S08A of 
BS2782: 1970) where either-

(a) that part of the roof is not less than 6m from any boundary; or 
(b) that part of the roof is less than 6m from any boundary an4 the roof is 

that of a garage, conservatory or outbuilding having a floor area not 
exceeding 40m2 (whether or not attached to or forming part of another 
building) or is the roof of, or a canopy over, a balcony; verandah, open 
carport, covered way or detached swimming pool. 

Small garages. 
E18.-(I) The· following provisions (subject to the provisions of regulation 

. E19 regarding small open carports) shall apply to any garage which has a floor 
area not exceeding 40m2. 

(2) If such garage is a separate building and-
(a) is not less than 2m from any boundary and any house within the boundary; 

or . 
(b) (being less than 2m from any boundary) complies with the requirements 

of paragraph (3); or 
(c) (being less than 2m from any house within the boundary) complies with 

the requirements of paragraph (4), 
it shall not be required to comply with any regulation in this Part except regula
tion El7 and any other provisions expressly referred to in this regulation. 

(3) Any such garage which is less than 2m from any boundary shall be so 
constructed that any. part of an external wall which is less than 2m from the 
boundary is externally non-combustible and the walls of the garage have an 
internal surface which fulfils the requirements for Class 0 specified in regulation 
E1S(l)(e). 

(4) Any such garage which is less than 2m from any house within the same 
boundary shall be so constructed that any part of an extemal. wall. which is less 
than 2m from such house is externally non-conibustible and. the walls· Cif the 



No. 112 Building Regulations 751 
garage have an internal surface which fulfils the requirements for Class 0 speci
fied in regulation EI5(1)(e); but these requirements shall not apply if every part 
of any external wall of such house which is less than 2m from the garage-

(a) is externally non-combustible; and 
(b) has resistance to external fire of not less than half an hour; and 
(c) has no unprotected area which exceeds O.Im2 or is less than 1.5m from 

any other unprotected area in that part 

(5) In the application of the foregoing paragraphs (3) and (4), any exposed 
surface of a frame member forming the structure of a wall shall not be deemed 
to be part of the internal surface of that wall. . 

(6) If a garage to which paragraph (1) applies is attached to or forms part of 
a house, it shall be so constructed that- . 

(a) any floor immediately over such garage has fire resistance of not less than 
half an hour; and 

(b) any wall between such garage and such house has fire resistance of not 
less than half an hour; and 

(c) any opening in such wall is-
(i) at its lowest point, not less than lOOmm above the level of the garage 

floor; and 
(ii) fitted with a door, shutter or cover which has fire resistance of not less 

than half an hour and complies with the requirements of regulation 
Ell. 

Small open carports 
E19.-(l) Any open carport (as defined in regulation El(1» which has a floor 

area not exceeding 40m2 and complies with the conditions of this regulation shall 
not be required to comply with any regulation in this Part except regulation EI7. 

(2) The conditions of this regulation are as follows-
(a) that such carport is a detached building; or 
(b) that such carport is part of a detached building which consists additionally 

only of a garage which also has a floor area not exceeding 40m2 and 
would, if it were a separate building, comply with the provisions of regula
·tion EIS; or 

(c) that such carport is a single storey part of a building which consists 
additionally only either of a house alone or of a house and garage. (the 
garage having a floor area not ef(ceeding 40m2) and that, if the presence 
of the carport were disregarded~ 
(i) the house, where there is no garage, would comply with the require

ments of regulation E7; or 
(ii) the house and garage, if they would then constitute one building, would 

comply with the requirements of regulation E7; or 
(ill) the house and the garage, if they would then constitute separate build

ings, would comply with the reql,lirements of regulations E7 and EIS 
respec;tively : 

Provided that, where this regulation applies by virtue of the erection of an 
open carport as an extension to an existing house or garage or both, the condi
tions in sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) shall be applicable as though any reference 
therein to compliance with regulations E7 and EIS, or either of them, were 
omitted. . 

Purpose group of small garages and open carports 
E20. Notwithstanding the provisioIl.S of regulation E2, for the. purposes of 

every relevant provision of this Part a detached building which consists only of a 
garage or of an open carport or of both, where the garage or the open carport or 
(as the case may be) each of them has a floor area not exceeding 40m2, shall be 
regarded as falling within purpose group I as set out in the Table to regulation E2. 
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SCHEDULE 2 RegUlation. 10 

Part to be Inserted after Part E of the Principal Regnlatiollii 

PART EE 

MEANS OF ESCAPE IN CASE OF FIRE 

Application of Part EE 
EEl .. This Part shall apply to-
(a) any part of a building which consists of a flat or maisonette so situated 

that its floor or, in the case' of a maisonette, at least one of its floors is 
4.5m or more above the surface of the ground. adjacent to any side of the 
building; and 

(b) any building, or part of a building, which falls (in accordance with regula
tion E2) within. purpose group N or V other than any such building or 
part or portion thereof which consists of--
(i) a shop having a' sales floor area not exceding 280m2 per floor on not 

more than three storeys one of which may be a basement storey; or 
(ii) an office having more than four storeys (including any basement storey 

or storeys) served by only one stairway. 

Interpretation of Part EE 
. EE2.-(1) In this Part-
"basement storey" has the meaning ascribed to that expression in regulation 
El(l); 
"building" excludes any partially exempted building as defined in regulation 
A4(2); and 
"office" and "shop" respectively include "premises used for office purposes" 
and "shop premises" as defined in column (3) of the Table to regulation E2. 

(2), In so ·far as regulation EE3 necessitates structural fire .precautions, its 
requirements shall be additional to those of Part E. 

Provision of means of escape 
EE3. In any building or part of a building to which this regulation applies 

there shall be provided-
(a) means of escape consisting of exits and escape routes of such number, 

size, layout, design and construction as may reasonably be required in the 
circumstances of the case to enable the occupants to reach a place of 
safety in the event of fire; and 

(b) such other works as· may be necessary for securing that such means of 
escape can be safely and effectively used at all material times. 

Deemed-to-satisfy provisions for the provision of means of escape 
EE4. Without prejudice to the requirements of Part E, the requirements of 

regulation EE3 shall be deemed to be satisfied if the building or part of a build
ing complies with the relevant recommendations of CP3: Chapter IV: Part I: 

. 1971 (flats and maisonettes), CP3: Chapter IV: Part 2: 1968 (shops and depart
mental stores) or CP3: Chapter IV: Part 3: 1968 (office buildings) as the case 
may be. 
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SCHEDULE 3 Regulation 27 

Schedule to be Substituted' for- Schedule 11 to the Principal Regulations 

SCHEDUDE 11 Regulation A2(7)(b) 

PUBLICATIONS TO WHICH SPECIFic REFERENCE IS MADE IN THE BUILDING 
REGUr.ATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1973 

Table A. British Standards 

Amendment slip 

Publication Serial Reference Context 
nllmber .number 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

BS41: 1973 ~ - 1.8(a) 
L16(b) 

BS65 & 540: Part 1: J971 . 1 AMD1202 L6(1)(a)(iii) 
U6(a) 

BS144: 1954 1 PD4833 Schedule 3, Table 3, item 1 

BS449: Part 2 : 1969 1 AMD416 D9 
2 AMD523 Schedule 6, Part V, section 
3 AMD661 A(A), item l(b) 
4 AMDl135 Schedule 6, Part V, section 

}3(A), item l(b) 
-, 

Supplement No, 1 1 AMD734 
(PD~343) to BS449: 
Part 1: 1970 

AddendlliIi No. r 1 PD4390 
(PD4Q64) to BS449. 2 AMD735 
Part 1: 1970 

BS416: Part 1 : 1953: 1 AMD409 El(5), proviso (i) 
2 AMD686 Table to El 

.' EI5(1)(f), proviso 

BS476: Part 3: 1958 1 PD3276 El (4) 

BS476:Part 4; 1970 - A2(l) 



75'4 

Publication 

(1) 

BS476: Part 6: 1968 

" 

BS476: Part 7: 1971 

BS476; Part 8: 1972 

BS567: 1973 

BS690; Part 2: 1971 

BS690: Part 3 : 1973 

BS715: 1970 

Building Regulations 

SCHEDULE ll-continued 

Table A. British Standards-continued 

No. 112 

Amendment slip 

Serial Reference . Context 
number number 

(2) (3) (4) 

1 AMD549 E7(4), proviso 
E15(1)(e)(ii) 

- - EI5(1)(f) and proviso 
thereto 

- - El(5) 
Table to El 

- LI6(e)(i) 

- - Table to B3, item 3 

- - Table to B3, item 13 

- - L16(c) 

BS747: Part 2: 1970 - - Schedule 8, Part I, Note 
Schedule 8, Part IV(B), 

Note 

BS835: 1973 - - L8(b) 
L16(e)(i) 

BS881 & 589: 1955 - - Schedule 3, preamble, (i) 
Schedule 4, rule 2, Note 

beneath List of Species 
of Timber 

BS882: 1965 - - C4(a) 
D7(c) 

BS913: 1973 - - Schedule ~, Table 3, 
item 1 
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SCHEPULE 11-continued 
Table A. British Standqrds-continued 

Amendment slip 

755 

Publication Serial Reference Context 
number number 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

BSll05: 1972 - - Schedule 6, Part V, 
section B(B), item 7 

BS1142: Part 2: 1971 - - Table to B3, item 7 

BS1181: 1971 - - L6(1)(a)(i) 
L14(1)(a)(ili) 

BS1243: 1972 - - Schedule 5, rule 11(2) 

BS1250: Part 1 : 1966 - - M8(3)(b)(ii) 
M8(4), proviso 

BS1297: 1970 - - Schedule 4, rule 2(b)(i) 

BS2750: 1956 1 PD5065 G6(2) 

BS2782: 1970 1 AMD936 E15(1)(e), proviso 
2 AMD999 E16(2)(a), (3)(a) and (3)(b) 

E17(6) 

BS2989 : 1967 - - Table to B3, item 12 

BS3051: 1972 - - Schedule 3, Table 3, item '} 

BS3083 : 1959 - - Table to B3, item 12 

13S3452: 1962 - - C5(d) 
",' 

BS3590: 1970" - - ~chedule 6," Part V,II, 
:., 

footnote t' 
Schedule 6, Part VIII, 

footnote "A" 
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Publication 

(I) 

BS4072.: 1966 

BZ(ilding Regulatiqn,s 

SCHEDULE ll-continued 
Table A. British Standards-continued 

Amendlnent slip 

Serial Reference 
number number 

(2) (3) 

- - C5(d) 

No. 112 

Context 

(4) 

Schedule 3,· Table 3, item 3 

-
BS4471: Part 1: 1969 1 AMD750 A2(9) (b)(ii) 

BS4514: 1969 1 AMD712 Table to E12, specification 
2 AMD1288 (b) 

BS4543: 1970 1 AMD749 L22(2)(a) and (2)(d) 
2 AMD919 

BS4876: 1972 - - M5(l) 

TaMe B. British Standard Codes of Practice 

Amendment slip 

Publication Serial Reference Context 
number number 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

CP3: Chapter IV: Part I AMD851 EE4 
1: 1971 2 AMD1077 

CP3: Chapter IV: Part 2: - - EE4 
1968 

Cp3 : Chapter IV: Part. 3: 1 PD6407 EE4 
1968 .,' 

CP3: Chapter V: Part 1: 1 AMD141 D2(2)(a) and (2)(b) 
1967 . 2 AMD587 H7 

3 AMDI024 
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SCHEDULE ll-continued 

Table B. British Standard Codes of Prac~ice-co~tinuf1d 

Amendment slip 

Publication Serial Reference Context 
number number 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

CP3: Chapter V: Part 2: - - D2(2)(c) 
1972 

CPI0l : 1972 - - D6 

CPU1: Part 2: 1970 1 AMD744 DI5(a) 

CP112: 1952 1 PD5570 DI4(a) and (b) 
Schedule 4, rule 2(a) 

CP112: Part 2: 1971 - - DI4(a) and (b) 

757 

Schedule 4, rule 2(a) and 
Note beneath List of 
Species of Timber 

CPIl4: Part 2: 1969 - - D5 
DIl 

CP115: Part 2: 1969 - D12 

CP1l6: Part 2: 1969 - - D13 
D21(1) 

CP116: Addendum No. 1: - - D13 
1970 D21(1) and (2) 

CPIl7: Part 1 : 1965 - - D18 

CPIl8: 1969 1 AMDl129 DI0(1) and (2) 

CPl44: Part 3 : 1970 - - Table to B3, item 5 
Schedule 8, Part IV B, 

item 1 

-
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SCJffiDULE 11:-continl!ed 

NQ.112 

Table B. British Standard Codes of Practice-continued 

Amendment slip 

Publication Serial Reference . Context 
number number 

0) (2) (3) (4) 

CP221 : 1960 - - Table to B3, item 11 

CP402.201 : 1952 1 PD2998 E4(1), proviso 
2 PD4054 Table to E5, Part 1, 
3 PD5724 footnote y 

CP2004: 1972 - - D4 

Table C. Other Publications 

Amendment slip 

Publication Serial Reference Context 
number number 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

*Standard Industrial - - Schedule 1, Part A, 
Classification, Class 8 
Third Edition, 1968 . -... 

*Issued by the Central Statistical Office 



NQ. NZ Building Re,gulations 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport,) , 

.759 

These regulations further amend the 'Building Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1973' as amended. They come into operation on 1st June 1915 
but do not apply to work which has been completed. or for which plans have 
been deposited with a local authority. before that date.' 

Th~ principal ame:p.dment~ deal with-
(a) withdrawal of deemed-to-satisfy provisions insofar as they relate te 

the use of high alumina cemen~ for structural work (regulati9n 8); 
(b) the substitution ofa revised PartE (Structural fire precautions). Some 

of the previous provisions remain; but elsewhere there have been 
drafting changes and various substantive changes. The main sub
stantive changes include (i) provisions permitting the use in' certain 
circumstances of electro-mechanical or electro-magnetic devices sus
ceptible to smoke to hold fire-resisting doors open. and (ii) amend
ments to the provisions relating to the penetration of structure by 
pipes imposing more onerous requirements on pipes made of non
combustible materials which would soften or fracture a,t a tempera
tu~e.of 80QoC and less stringent requirements on pipes of certain com
blistible materials, in particular. those made of unplasticised polyvinyl 
chloride (reglilation 9 and Schedule 1); 

(c) the introduction for the first time of regulations (part EE) relating to 
means of escape in case of fire from certain flats. maisonettes. offices 
and shops in new buildings (regulation 10 and Schedule 2); 

,0 (d) amendmep.ts pet~tting certain domestic oil-burning appliances to be 
exempted from some of the provisions for the prevention of fire which 
have applied hitherto (regulation 18); and 0 

(e) an amendmen~ restricting the types of gas appliances which "may be 
insta1led in abathrooPl for heating water for 'a bath (regulations 19 
and 20). 

Also. references t9 various technical publications which are incorporated 
with the Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973 have been brought up 
,to date as at 28th February 1974. 
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