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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2004 No. 3327

The Agriculture (Northern Ireland) Order 2004

PART II
THE AGRI-FOOD AND BIOSCIENCES INSTITUTE

The Agri-food and Biosciences Institute

3.—(1)  There shall be a body corporate to be known as the Agri-food and Biosciences Institute
(in this Order referred to as “the Institute”).

(2)  The function of the Institute is to undertake scientific work in the fields of—
(a) agriculture;
(b) animal health and welfare;
(c) food;
(d) fisheries;
(e) forestry;
(f) the natural environment; and
(g) rural development and enterprise.

(3)  In this Part references to scientific work are references to scientific work in any of those
fields; and “scientific work” includes—

(a) research and development;
(b) the testing or analysis of any matter;
(c) the provision of advice and information on scientific matters; and
(d) the dissemination or application of the results of scientific research.

(4)  The Department may by order amend paragraphs (2) and (3).
(5)  Schedule 1 (which makes provision about the Institute) shall have effect.

Scientific work assigned by the Department

4.—(1)  The Institute shall carry out such scientific work as may be assigned to it by the
Department.

(2)  Any scientific work carried out by the Institute by virtue of this Article is referred to in this
Part as its “assigned work”.

Commercial activities

5.—(1)  In addition to its assigned work, the Institute may carry out any scientific work for any
person (including the Department or any other government department) on such terms and conditions
as may be agreed between the Institute and that person.
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(2)  Anything done by the Institute by virtue of this Article is referred to in this Part as its
“commercial activities”.

Programme of work and directions

6.—(1)  The Institute and the Department—
(a) shall for each financial year agree a programme of the Institute's proposed activities in that

year in carrying out its assigned work; and
(b) may by agreement at any time amend that programme;

and references below to the Institute's work programme for a financial year are references to the
programme for that year as for the time being in force.

(2)  As respects each financial year, it shall be the duty of the Institute—
(a) to carry out the assigned work in its work programme for that year in accordance with

that programme; and
(b) not to undertake any commercial activities which would prejudice the carrying out of its

work programme for that year.
(3)  The functions of the Institute shall be exercised in accordance with such directions of a general

or specific nature as the Department may give to the Institute in writing.
(4)  But directions shall not be given in relation to any commercial activity of the Institute which

would require the Institute to act in breach of any obligation owed to a person by virtue of an
agreement under Article 5(1).

(5)  Before giving any directions under paragraph (3), the Department shall consult the Institute.
(6)  A transaction between a person and the Institute acting in purported exercise of its powers

under this Order shall not be void by reason only that it was carried out in contravention of
paragraph (2) or a direction given under paragraph (3), and such a person shall not be concerned
to see or enquire whether—

(a) the Institute is complying with paragraph (2); or
(b) a direction under paragraph (3) has been given or complied with.

General powers of the Institute

7.—(1)  The Institute may do anything which it thinks is—
(a) appropriate for facilitating; or
(b) incidental or conducive to,

the exercise of any of its functions.
(2)  In particular the Institute may—

(a) acquire by agreement or dispose of land and other property;
(b) form or participate in the formation of companies;
(c) enter into arrangements with any other person for the carrying out by that other person of

any assigned work of the Institute;
(d) co-operate and enter into arrangements with other persons or bodies engaged in scientific

work (whether in Northern Ireland or elsewhere); and
(e) accept gifts, grants or other financial assistance in connection with its scientific work.

(3)  But the Institute may not, except with the approval of the Department and the Department
of Finance and Personnel—
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(a) borrow money;
(b) dispose of land; or
(c) form or participate in the formation of companies.

(4)  The Institute may not enter into any such arrangement as is mentioned in paragraph (2)(c)
without the approval of the Department.

(5)  An approval under this Article may be given subject to such terms and conditions as the
Department or, as the case may be, the Department of Finance and Personnel thinks appropriate.

Transfer to the Institute of certain property, rights, liabilities and staff of Department

8. Schedule 2 (which makes provision for the transfer to the Institute of certain property, rights,
liabilities and staff of the Department) shall have effect.

Power to dissolve the Institute

9.—(1)  The Department may, by order made with the approval of the Department of Finance and
Personnel, make provision for, and in connection with, the dissolution of the Institute.

(2)  An order under paragraph (1) may—
(a) provide for the transfer of the functions, property, rights, liabilities and staff of the Institute

to any other body or person;
(b) make such amendments or repeals in any statutory provision (including this Order) as

appear to the Department to be necessary or expedient for giving full effect to the
provisions of the order.

Dissolution of Agricultural Research Institute

10.—(1)  On the appointed day the Agricultural Research Institute of Northern Ireland is
dissolved.

(2)  Schedule 3 (which makes provision for the transfer of the property, rights, liabilities and staff
of the Agricultural Research Institute of Northern Ireland and contains other transitional provisions
relating to the Institute) shall have effect.

Commencement Information
I1 Art. 10 wholly in force at 1.4.2006; art. 10(2) in force for certain purposes at 17.1.2005 see art. 1(2)(e);

art. 10 in force at 1.4.2006 in so far as not already in force by S.R. 2006/172, art. 2
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