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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1999 No. 2790

The Employment Relations (Northern Ireland) Order 1999

Disciplinary and grievance hearings

Right to be accompanied

12.—(1)  This Article applies where a worker—
(a) is required or invited by his employer to attend a disciplinary or grievance hearing, and
(b) reasonably requests to be accompanied at the hearing.

[F1(2A)  Where this Article applies, the employer must permit the worker to be accompanied at
the hearing by one companion who—

(a) is chosen by the worker; and
(b) is within paragraph (3).

(2B)  The employer must permit the worker's companion to—
(a) address the hearing in order to do any or all of the following—

(i) put the worker's case;
(ii) sum up that case;

(iii) respond on the worker's behalf to any view expressed at the hearing;
(b) confer with the worker during the hearing.

(2C)  Paragraph (2B) does not require the employer to permit the worker's companion to—
(a) answer questions on behalf of the worker;
(b) address the hearing if the worker indicates at it that he does not wish his companion to

do so; or
(c) use the powers conferred by that paragraph in a way that prevents the employer from

explaining his case or prevents any other person at the hearing from making his
contribution to it.]

(3)  A person is within this paragraph if he is—
(a) employed by a trade union of which he is an official within the meaning of the Trade Union

and Labour Relations Order,
(b) an official of a trade union (within that meaning) whom the union has reasonably certified

in writing as having experience of, or as having received training in, acting as a worker's
companion at disciplinary or grievance hearings, or

(c) another of the employer's workers.
(4)  If—

(a) a worker has a right under this Article to be accompanied at a hearing,
(b) his chosen companion will not be available at the time proposed for the hearing by the

employer, and
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(c) the worker proposes an alternative time which satisfies paragraph (5),
the employer must postpone the hearing to the time proposed by the worker.

(5)  An alternative time must—
(a) be reasonable, and
(b) fall before the end of the period of five working days beginning with the first working day

after the day proposed by the employer.
(6)  An employer shall permit a worker to take time off during working hours for the purpose of

accompanying another of the employer's workers in accordance with a request under paragraph (1)
(b).

(7)  Articles 92(3) and (4), 93, 95 and 247(1) of the Employment Rights Order (time off for
carrying out trade union duties) shall apply in relation to paragraph (6) as they apply in relation to
Article 92(1) of that Order.

F1 2004 NI 19

Complaint to industrial tribunal

13.—(1)  A worker may present a complaint to an industrial tribunal that his employer has failed,
or threatened to fail, to comply with Article[F2 12(2A), (2B)] or (4).

(2)  A tribunal shall not consider a complaint under this Article in relation to a failure or threat
unless the complaint is presented—

(a) before the end of the period of three months beginning with the date of the failure or threat,
or

(b) within such further period as the tribunal considers reasonable in a case where it is satisfied
that it was not reasonably practicable for the complaint to be presented before the end of
that period of three months.

[F3(2A)  Article 249B of the Employment Rights Order (extension of time limits to facilitate
conciliation before institution of proceedings) applies for the purposes of paragraph (2)(a).

(2B)  Paragraphs (2) and (2A) shall be treated as provisions of the Employment Rights Order for
the purposes of Article 249B of that Order.]

(3)  Where a tribunal finds that a complaint under this Article is well-founded it shall order the
employer to pay compensation to the worker of an amount not exceeding two weeks' pay.

(4)  Chapter IV of Part I of the Employment Rights Order (calculation of a week's pay) shall
apply for the purposes of paragraph (3); and in applying that Chapter the calculation date shall be
taken to be—

(a) in the case of a claim which is made in the course of a claim for unfair dismissal, the
date on which the employer's notice of dismissal was given or, if there was no notice, the
effective date of termination, and

(b) in any other case, the date on which the relevant hearing took place (or was to have taken
place).

(5)  The limit in Article 23(1) of the Employment Rights Order (maximum amount of week's pay)
shall apply for the purposes of paragraph (3).
Para. (6) rep. by 2003 NI 15

F2 2004 NI 19
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F3 Art. 13(2A)(2B) inserted (27.1.2020) by Employment Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 (c. 15), s. 29(2),
Sch. 2 para. 44; S.R. 2020/1, art. 2(n)

Detriment and dismissal

14.—(1)  A worker has the right not to be subjected to any detriment by any act, or any deliberate
failure to act, by his employer done on the ground that he—

(a) exercised or sought to exercise the right under Article[F4 12(2A), (2B)] or (4), or
(b) accompanied or sought to accompany another worker (whether of the same employer or

not) pursuant to a request under that Article.
(2)  Article 71 of the Employment Rights Order shall apply in relation to contraventions of

paragraph (1) as it applies in relation to contraventions of certain Articles of that Order.
(3)  A worker who is dismissed shall be regarded for the purposes of Part XI of the Employment

Rights Order as unfairly dismissed if the reason (or, if more than one, the principal reason) for the
dismissal is that he—

(a) exercised or sought to exercise the right under Article[F4 12(2A), (2B)] or (4), or
(b) accompanied or sought to accompany another worker (whether of the same employer or

not) pursuant to a request under that Article.
(4)  Articles 140 and 141 of that Order (qualifying period of employment and upper age limit)

shall not apply in relation to paragraph (3).
(5)  Articles 163 to 167 of that Order (interim relief) shall apply in relation to dismissal for the

reason specified in paragraph (3)(a) or (b) as they apply in relation to dismissal for a reason specified
in Article 163(1)(b) of that Order.

(6)  In the application of Chapter II of Part XI of that Order in relation to paragraph (3), a reference
to an employee shall be taken as a reference to a worker.

[F4(7)  References in this Article to a worker having accompanied or sought to accompany another
worker include references to his having exercised or sought to exercise any of the powers conferred
by Article 12(2A) or (2B).]

F4 2004 NI 19

Interpretation

15.—(1)  In Articles 12 to 14 and this Article “worker” means an individual who is—
(a) a worker within the meaning of Article 3(3) of the Employment Rights Order,
(b) an agency worker,
(c) a home worker, or
(d) a person in Crown employment within the meaning of Article 236 of that Order, other than

a member of the naval, military, air or reserve forces of the Crown.
(2)  In paragraph (1) “agency worker” means an individual who—

(a) is supplied by a person ( “the agent”) to do work for another ( “the principal”) by
arrangement between the agent and the principal,

(b) is not a party to a worker's contract, within the meaning of Article 3(3) of that Order,
relating to that work, and

3

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1999/2790/article/13/2A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1999/2790/article/13/2B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/15/section/29/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/15/schedule/2/paragraph/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/1/article/2/n
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/2004/ni19


Document Generated: 2024-04-23
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the The Employment Relations (Northern

Ireland) Order 1999, Cross Heading: Disciplinary and grievance hearings. (See end of Document for details)

(c) is not a party to a contract relating to that work under which he undertakes to do the work
for another party to the contract whose status is, by virtue of the contract, that of a client
or customer of any professional or business undertaking carried on by the individual;

and, for the purposes of Articles 12 to 14, both the agent and the principal are employers of an
agency worker.

(3)  In paragraph (1) “home worker” means an individual who—
(a) contracts with a person, for the purposes of the person's business, for the execution of work

to be done in a place not under the person's control or management, and
(b) is not a party to a contract relating to that work under which the work is to be executed for

another party to the contract whose status is, by virtue of the contract, that of a client or
customer of any professional or business undertaking carried on by the individual;

and, for the purposes of Articles 12 to 14, the person mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) is the home
worker's employer.

(4)  For the purposes of Article 12 a disciplinary hearing is a hearing which could result in—
(a) the administration of a formal warning to a worker by his employer,
(b) the taking of some other action in respect of a worker by his employer, or
(c) the confirmation of a warning issued or some other action taken.

(5)  For the purposes of Article 12 a grievance hearing is a hearing which concerns the
performance of a duty by an employer in relation to a worker.

(6)  For the purposes of Article 12(5)(b) a working day is a day other than—
(a) a Saturday or a Sunday,
(b) Christmas Day or Good Friday, or
(c) a day which is a bank holiday under the Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971 in

Northern Ireland.

Contracting out and conciliation

16. Articles 12 to 15 shall be treated as provisions of Chapter I of Part VI of the Employment
Rights Order for the purposes of—

(a) Article 245(1), (2)(e) and (f) and (3) to (5) of that Order (restrictions on contracting out);
and

(b) Article 20(1)(c) of the Industrial Tribunals (Northern Ireland) Order 1996 (conciliation).

National security employees

17. Articles 12 to 15 shall not apply in relation to a person employed for the purposes of—
(a) the Security Service; or
(b) the Secret Intelligence Service.
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