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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 3159

The Registration of Clubs (Northern Ireland) Order 1996

PART IV
CONDUCT OF REGISTERED CLUBS

Special provisions with respect to young persons

[F1Authorisation for underage functions

32A.—(1)  On the application of the secretary of a registered club, the district commander for the
police district in which the club is situated may, in writing, grant an authorisation under this Article.

(2)  An authorisation under this Article may authorise the club to hold an underage function—
(a) in such part of the club premises as is specified in the authorisation, and
(b) on the day so specified during such hours as are so specified ending no later than 1 in the

morning of the next day.
(3)  In this Article, “underage function” means a function which is designed to appeal to persons

under the age of 18 in particular.
(4)  A district commander must not grant an authorisation under this Article unless the district

commander is satisfied that suitable arrangements are in place for securing that persons under the
age of 18 attending the function do not have access to any part of the premises which is used for the
supply, consumption or storage of intoxicating liquor.

(5)  It is a condition of an authorisation under this Article that, during the period for which the
authorisation is in force—

(a) each dispenser of intoxicating liquor at a bar in the part of the club premises for which the
authorisation is in force must be incapable of operation, and

(b) access to any other container of intoxicating liquor in that part must be prevented.
(6)  If the condition in paragraph (5) is contravened, the registered club and every official of

the club at the time of the contravention are each guilty of an offence and each liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

(7)  A registered club must not, during the period for which an authorisation under this Article
is in force—

(a) supply intoxicating liquor to a person aged 18 or over in the part of the premises in which
the authorisation is in force; or

(b) permit a person aged 18 or over to consume intoxicating liquor in the part of the premises
in which the authorisation is in force.

(8)  If paragraph (7) is contravened—
(a) the registered club;
(b) every official of the club at the time of the contravention; and
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(c) the person supplying the intoxicating liquor or, as the case may be, permitting the
consumption of the intoxicating liquor,

are each guilty of an offence and each liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level
3 on the standard scale.

(9)  A person aged 18 or over who consumes intoxicating liquor in a part of club premises for
which an authorisation under this Article is in force is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.]

F1 Art. 32A inserted (6.4.2022) by Licensing and Registration of Clubs (Amendment) Act (Northern
Ireland) 2021 (c. 7), ss. 36(1), 47(2); S.R. 2022/63, art. 2, Sch.

2
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