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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1995 No. 2994

The Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1995

PART II
Principal Road Safety Provisions

Motor vehicles: drink and drugs

Interpretation of Articles 14 to 21

13.—(1)  The following provisions apply for the interpretation of Articles 14 to 21.
(2)  In those Articles—

“preliminary breath test” means a test for the purpose of obtaining, by means of a device of a
type approved by the Head of the Department, an indication whether the proportion of alcohol
in a person’s breath or blood is likely to exceed the prescribed limit;
“drug” includes any intoxicant other than alcohol;
“fail” includes refuse;
“hospital” means an institution which provides medical or surgical treatment for in-patients
or out-patients;
“the prescribed limit” means, as the case may require—
(a) 35 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of breath,
(b) 80 milligrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood, or
(c) 107 milligrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of urine,
or such other proportion as may be prescribed by regulations made by the Department.

(3)  A person does not provide a specimen of breath for a preliminary breath test or for analysis
unless the specimen—

(a) is sufficient to enable the test or the analysis to be carried out, and
(b) is provided in such a way as to enable the objective of the test or analysis to be satisfactorily

achieved.
(4)  A person provides a specimen of blood if and only if he consents to it being taken

intravenously by a medical practitioner and is so taken.
(5)  A device shall be treated as of a type approved by the Head of the Department for the purpose

of obtaining a specimen of breath for a preliminary breath test where a statement that the Head of the
Department has approved a device of that type for that purpose is published in the Belfast Gazette.


