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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1987 No. 2203

The Adoption (Northern Ireland) Order 1987

PART VI F1

REGISTRATION, AMENDMENT AND REVOCATION OF ADOPTION ORDERS

The Adopted Children Register

Registration of adoptions made outside Northern Ireland

53.—(1)  Where the Registrar General is notified by the authority maintaining a register of
adoptions in England or Wales, Scotland, the Isle of Man or any of the Channel Islands that an order
has been made in that country authorising the adoption of a child to whom an entry in the Register
of Births or the Adopted Children Register relates, he shall cause the entry to be marked with the
word “Adopted” or “Re-adopted” as the case may require, followed by the name, in brackets, of the
country in which the order was made.

(2)  Where, after an entry has been so marked, the Registrar General is notified as aforesaid that
the order has been quashed, that an appeal against the order has been allowed or that the order has
been revoked, he shall cause the marking to be cancelled; and a copy or extract of an entry in any
register, being an entry the marking of which is cancelled under this paragraph, shall be deemed to
be an accurate copy if and only if both the marking and the cancellation are omitted therefrom.

(3)  The preceding provisions of this Article shall apply in relation to orders corresponding to
orders under Article 57 as they apply in relation to orders authorising the adoption of a child; but
any marking of any entry required by virtue of this paragraph shall consist of the words “Proposed
foreign adoption” or as the case may require, “Proposed foreign re-adoption” followed by the name
in brackets of the country in which the order was made.

[F1(3A)  If the Registrar General is satisfied, on an application under this paragraph, that he has
sufficient particulars relating to a child adopted under a registrable foreign adoption to enable an
entry in the form set out in Schedule 2 to be made in the Adopted Children Register for the child—

(a) he shall make the entry accordingly; and
(b) if he is also satisfied that an entry in the Register of Births relates to the child, he shall

mark the entry “Adopted” or “Re-adopted”, as the case may be, followed by the name in
brackets of the country in which the adoption was effected.

(3B)  An application under paragraph (3A) shall be made, in the prescribed manner, by a
prescribed person and give the prescribed particulars.

(3C)  If the Registrar General is satisfied—
(a) that a Convention adoption, a Convention adoption order or an overseas adoption has

ceased to have effect, whether on annulment or otherwise; or
(b) that any entry or mark was erroneously made in pursuance of paragraph (3A) in any

register mentioned in that paragraph,
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he may cause such alterations to be made in any such register as he considers are required in
consequence of the cesser or to correct the error; and where an entry in such a register is amended in
pursuance of this paragraph, any copy or extract of the entry shall be deemed to be accurate if and
only if it shows the entry as amended but without indicating that it has been amended.

(3D)  In this Article “registrable foreign adoption” means a Convention or overseas adoption
which satisfies prescribed requirements.]

(4)  Without prejudice to paragraphs (2)[F1,(3) and (3C)] or Article 55, where after an entry in the
Register of Births has been marked in accordance with this Article the birth is re-registered under
Article 19 of the Births and Deaths Registration (Northern Ireland) Order 1976, the entry made on
the re-registration shall be marked in the like manner.

F1 2001 c. 11 (NI)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Art. 53(1)(2) applied (with modifications) (6.4.2010) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology

(Parental Orders) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/985), reg. 3, Sch. 2
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