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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1986 No. 595

The Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986

PART VIII
MANAGEMENT OF PROPERTY AND AFFAIRS OF PATIENTS

Functions of Visitors

105 F1.—(1)  Patients shall be visited by Lord Chief Justice's Visitors in such circumstances, and
in such manner, as may be prescribed by directions of a standing nature given by the Master (Care
and Protection) with the concurrence of the Lord Chief Justice.

(2)  Where it appears to the court in the case of any patient that a visit by a Lord Chief Justice's
Visitor is necessary for the purpose of investigating any particular matter or matters relating to the
capacity of the patient to manage and administer his property and affairs, or otherwise relating to
the exercise in relation to him of the functions of the court under this Part, the court may order that
the patient shall be visited for that purpose.

(3)  Every visit falling to be made under paragraph (1) or (2) shall be made by a General Visitor
unless, in a case where it appears to the court that it is in the circumstances essential for the visit
to be made by a Visitor with medical or legal qualifications, the court directs that the visit shall be
made by a Medical or a Legal Visitor.

(4)  A Visitor making a visit under this Article shall make such report on the visit as the court
may direct.

(5)  A Visitor making a visit under this Article may interview the patient in private.
(6)  A Medical Visitor making a visit under this Article may carry out in private a medical

examination of the patient and may require the production of and inspect any medical records relating
to the patient.

(7)  The Master (Care and Protection) may visit any patient for the purpose mentioned in
paragraph (2) and may interview the patient in private.

(8)  A report made by a Visitor under this Article, and information contained in such a report, shall
not be disclosed except to the court and any person authorised by the court to receive the disclosure.

(9)  If any person discloses any report or information in contravention of paragraph (8), he shall
be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
three months or to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale or both.

(10)  In this Article references to patients include references to persons alleged to be incapable,
by reason of mental disorder, of managing and administering their property and affairs.

F1 mod. by 1987 NI 16
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
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– Sch. 5 Pt. 2 repealed in part by S.I. 2003/435 (N.I.) Sch. 5 (text not available on

Legislation.gov.uk)
– Sch.05 Pt. 1 rev. in pt. by 1995 c. 35 s. 29(2)Sch. 3
– Sch. 5 Pt. 2 rev. in pt. by 1998 c. 47 s. 100(2)Sch. 15
– art. 14A inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 10
– art. 36(2)(za) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 22(3)
– art. 36(3)(e) and word inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 22(4)(d)
– art. 37(1)(za) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 23(2)(a)
– art. 37(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 23(3)
– art. 52 rev. by 1996 c. 46 s. 35(2)Sch.7 Pt. 3
– art.52 rev. (DrosD,) by 1996 c. 46 s. 35(2)Sch.7 Pt.III
– art. 63A63B inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 31
– art. 67(2A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 35(4)
– art. 83(4A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 48(4)
– art. 120(4) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 59(4
– art. 133(2A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 68(4)
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