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At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 18th day of May 1983
Present,
The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council

Whereas a draft of this Order has been approved by a resolution of
each House of Parliament:

Now, therefore, Her Majesty, in exercise of the powers conferred
by paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to the Northern Ireland Act 1974 and of
all other powers enabling Her in that behalf, is pleased, by and with
the advice of Her Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as
follows:—

PArT I

INTRODUCTORY
Title and commencement

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Dogs (Northern Ireland)
Order 1983.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), this Order shall come into operation
on such day or days as the Head of the Department may by order
appoint.

(3) Articles 28 to 30 and Article 56(2) and Schedule 2 to the extent
that they repeal the Dogs Act (Northern Ireland) 1960 and sections 1
and 4 of the Livestock (Protection from Dogs) Act (Northern Ire-
land) 1968 shall come into operation on the expiration of the period
of 2 months from the day on which the Order is made.

Interpretation

2.—(1) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954 shall apply
to Article 1 and the following provisions of this Order as it applies to
a Measure of the Northern Ireland Assembly.

(2) In this Order—

“action’’ includes a counterclaim;
“attacking a person” means—
(a) attacking a person; or
(b) behaving in such a manner so as to cause a person
apprehension of being attacked;
“block licence” means a licence issued under Article 8(1);

“breeding establishment” means any premises (including a pri-
vate dwelling)—
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(a) in which a dog is kept by a person who owns 3 or more
unsterilised bitches any of which is used for the purposes
of breeding; or

(b) in which an unsterilised bitch is kept by a person, not
being the owner of the bitch, for the purposes of
breeding;

“cattle’” means bulls, bullocks, cows, heifers or calves;
“the Department” means the Department of Agriculture;
“dog” includes bitch and a dog of any age;

“dog licence” means a licence issued under Article 6(1);

“dog pound” means a dog pound established by a district
council or used by a council under arrangements made under
Article 40(a);

“guard dog” means a dog which is being used to protect—
(a) such places as the Department may, by order, specify; or

(b) goods kept at places so specified; or
(c) a person guarding places so specified or such goods;

“guard dog kennels” means any premises where a person in the
course of business keeps a dog which (notwithstanding that it
is used for other purposes) is used as a guard dog elsewhere,
other than a dog which is used as a guard dog only at a place
belonging to or occupied by its owner;

“ijssue”’ includes the issue of a licence by way of renewal;

“Kennel Club”’ means the club established for the registration of
pedigree dogs in Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

“livestock”’’ includes cattle, horses, asses, mules, hinnies, sheep,
goats, pigs, poultry, deer in enclosed land where deer are
usually kept, and, while in captivity, pheasants, partridges,
grouse and quails; :

“officer” means an officer of a district council authorised in
writing by the council;

“poultry” means domestic fowls, turkeys, geese, ducks, guinea-
fowls, pigeons and peacocks;

“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations;

“regulations” means regulations made by the Department sub-
ject to negative resolution;

“road” has the same meaning as in the Road Traffic (Northern
Ireland) Order 1981;

“under control”, in relation to a dog, means restrained by a
chain or other sufficient leash held by a person exercising
proper control over the dog;

“unsterilised” means not rendered permanently incapable of
breeding by surgical methods;
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PART I
1966 c. 36

‘“veterinary surgeon” has the meaning assigned to it by the
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 and includes a veterinary
practitioner within the meaning of that Act;

“worrying livestock” means—

(a) attacking or Kkilling livestock; or
(b) chasing livestock in such a way as may reasonably be
expected to cause the death of, or injury or suffering to,
the livestock or to result in financial loss to the owner of
the livestock. '
(3) Subject to paragraphs (4) to (6), a person is the keeper of a dog
if—

(a) he owns the dog or has it in his possession; or

(b) he is the head of a household of which a member under the
age of 16 owns the dog or has it in his possession;

and if at any time a dog ceases to be owned by or to be in the
possession of a person, any person who immediately before that time
was the keeper of the dog by virtue of the preceding provisions of this
paragraph continues to be the keeper of the dog until another person
becomes the keeper of the dog by virtue of those provisions.

(4) A veterinary surgeon in the conduct of his practice or the
owner of boarding kennels in the conduct of the business of the
kennels is not the keeper of a dog by virtue of his possession of it.

(5) Where a dog is taken into and kept in possession for the
purpose of preventing it from causing damage or of restoring it to its
owner, a person is not the keeper of it by virtue only of that
possession.

(6) A person shall not be treated as the keeper of a dog by virtue
of his possession of it if he proves that his possession of it is transitory
and that some other person has habitual possession of it.

(7) The occupier of any land where any dog is found shall be
deemed to be the person who keeps that dog unless he proves—
(a) that he is not the keeper of the dog; and

(b) that the dog was permitted to remain on the land without his
knowledge.

ParT 11

LICENCES AND REGISTRATION
Licences

Prohibition on keeping dog without a licence
3. Except as permitted by this Order, it shall be unlawful for any

person to keep a dog of any description unless he holds a dog licence
authorising him to keep a dog of that description.
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Persons to whom dog licences may be issued PaRT II

4.—(1) The person to whom a dog licence is issued shall be the
keeper of the dog.

(2) The following persons shall be disqualified for obtaining or
holding a dog licence—

(a) a person disqualified for keeping a dog under section 27 of -
the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1972; 1972 ¢c. 7(N.L)

(b) a person under the age of 16.

(3) A dog licence purporting to be held by a person disqualified by
paragraph (2) for holding a licence shall be void.

Exemptions
5. A dog licence shall not be required in respect of—

(a) a dog under the age of 6 months where that dog is kept by
the person who at the time of its birth was the keeper of the
bitch which gave it birth;

(b) a dog kept and used wholly or mainly by a blind person for
his guidance;

(c) a dog kept in a petshop licensed by the Department under
section 8 of the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland)
1972 where the dog is on offer for sale to the public;

(d) a dog kept by a person to whom a block licence under Article
8(1) is issued where the dog is normally kept on the premises
to which the block licence relates;

" (e) a dog kept and used wholly for police purposes;
(f) a dog kept by such other person as may be prescribed.

Issue of dog licences

6.—(1) Dog licences shall be issued by district councils for dogs
kept by persons resident in their districts.

(2) An application for a dog licence shall be in such form as may be
prescribed.

(3) A dog licence shall be in such form as may be prescribed and
shall, unless suspended, remain in force for such period as may be
prescribed.

(4) Where a dog dies and the holder of the dog licence intends to
become the keeper of another dog (‘‘the new dog”) before that
licence has expired, he may, before taking possession of the new dog,
return that licence to the district council by which it was issued and
that council shall issue to him a certificate (“a transfer certificate’)
showing that the licence has been transferred so as to have effect in
relation to the new dog.

(5) A transfer certificate shall be in such form as may be pre-
scribed.
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PART II

(6) A transfer certificate shall remain in force for the remainder of
the period for which the dog licence is unexpired and shall be deemed
to be part of the licence.

Fees for dog licences

7.—(1) Subject to paragraph (5), on the issue of a dog licence there
shall be paid by the person to whom the licence is issued the sum of
£5.

(2) The Department may by order, subject to affirmative resolu-
tion,—

(a) after consultation with such organisations as appear to the
Department to be representative of interests substantially
affected by the order and with the consent of the Department
of Finance and Personnel, alter the sum specified in para-
graph (1); or

(b) increase the sum specified in that paragraph in respect of
unsterilised dogs.

(3) The Department may, by order, exempt from the provisions of
paragraph (1) such persons as may be specified in the order in such
circumstances as may be so specified.

(4) Where a dog licence has been issued under Article 6(1) and
within 30 days from the date of the issue of the licence—
(a) the holder of the licence does not take possession of a dog; or
(b) the holder takes possession of a dog but within that period
subsequently disposes of the dog; or
(c) the dog dies;
the holder of the licence may apply to the district council by which

the licence was issued for a refund of the sum paid under paragraph
(1) on the issue of the licence.

(5) On a person making application to the district council for the
district in which he resides stating—

(a) that he has attained the age of 65; and

(b) that he lives alone; and

(c) that the dog licence is for a dog normally kept in his
possession;

the council shall abate by one-half the sum which would otherwise be
payable under paragraph (1) on the issue of the licence.

(6) Not more than 1 abatement shall be made under paragraph (5)
in respect of an applicant in any period of 12 months.

(7) An application for a refund under paragraph (4) or an abate-
ment under paragraph (5) shall be in such form as the Department
may prescribe.
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Block licence PART II

8.—(1) Block licences shall be issued by district councils for pre-
mises situated in their districts in which 3 or more dogs are kept by
persons who keep on the same premises—

(a) not less than 3 unsterilised bitches any of which is used for
breeding purposes; or

(b) not less than 3 dogs which are registered with the Kennel
Club or with such other organisation as the Department may,
by order, specify;

(c) being the premises of guard dog kennels in respect of which
those persons are registered under Article 10, not less than 3
dogs which are used as guard dogs elsewhere.

(2) An application for a block licence shall be in such form as may
be prescribed.

(3) A block licence shall be in such form as may be prescribed and
shall, unless suspended, remain in force for such period as may be
prescribed.

(4) On the issue of a block licence there shall be paid by the person
to whom the licence is issued the sum of £12.50 or such other sum as
the Department, after consultation with such organisations as appear
to the Department to be representative of interests substantially
affected by the order and with the consent of the Department of
Finance and Personnel, may specify by order, subject to affirmative
resolution.

(5) Article 4(2) and (3) shall apply to a block licence under this
Article as it applies to a dog licence.

Guard dog kennels

Prohibition on guard dog kennels

9.—(1) A person shall not keep guard dog kennels unless he is
registered in accordance with Article 10 in respect of the kennels.

(2) A person shall not use or permit the use at any place of a guard
dog if he knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that the dog
(when not being used as a guard dog) is normally kept at guard dog
kennels in respect of which a person is not registered under Article
10.

(3) Any person who contravenes paragraph (1) or (2) shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding £200.

Registration in respect of guard dog kennels
10.—(1) An application for registration shall be made to the dis-
trict council for the district in which the guard dog kennels named in
the application are situated.
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PART II (2) A person who is disqualified for keeping a dog under section 27
1972 c. 7 (N.L) of the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 shall not be
registered in respect of guard dog kennels.

(3) The district council shall register an applicant in respect of the
guard dog kennels named in an application and issue to him a
certificate of registration.

(4) Registration shall be for such period as may be specified in the
certificate of registration.

(5) Where—
(a) a person is convicted of any offence under this Order or
under Part III of the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern
Ireland) 1972; or

(b) the kennels named in an application for registration or in
respect of which a person is registered do not comply with
regulations under paragraph (6)(a);

the district council may refuse the application for registration or, as
the case may be, cancel the registration of that person in respect of
the guard dog kennels.

(6) Regulations may—
(a) make provision as to the construction, and operation, of
guard dog kennels;

(b) make provision as to the information to be supplied on any
application for registration under this Article.

Appeal against refusal of, or cancellation of, registration in respect of
guard dog kennels

11.—(1) Not less than 14 days before refusing an application for
registration, or cancelling any registration, in respect of guard dog
kennels under Article 10(5), the district council shall serve notice of
its intention to refuse the application on the applicant or, as the case
may be, notice of its intention to cancel the registration on the person
registered.

(2) Every such notice shall state the grounds on which the district
council intends to refuse the application or cancel the registration and
shall contain an intimation that if, within 14 days after the service of
the notice, the applicant or, as the case may be, the person registered
informs the council in writing of his desire to show cause, in person or
by a representative, why the application should not be refused or the
registration not cancelled, the council shall, before refusing the
application or cancelling the registration, afford him an opportunity
to do so.

(3) If the district council, after giving the applicant or, as the case
may be, the person registered an opportunity of being heard by it,
decides to refuse the application for registration, or to cancel the
registration, it shall serve notice of the decision on the applicant or,
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as the case may be, the person registered, and such notice shall ParTII
inform him of his right to appeal under paragraph (4) and of the time
within which the appeal may be brought.

(4) A person aggrieved by a decision refusing or cancelling any
registration may, by notice under Part VII of the Magistrates’ Courts
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981, appeal to a court of summary juris- S.I. 1981/1675
diction and the cancellation under Article 10(5) shall not take effect - (N.I.26)
until the expiration of the time within which an appeal may be
brought under this paragraph or, where such an appeal is brought,
before the determination of the appeal.

(5) The decision of a court of summary jurisdiction on an appeal
brought under paragraph (4) shall be final, and the district council
shall give effect to that decision.

Breeding establishments

Prohibition on breeding establishments

12.—(1) A person shall not keep a breeding establishment unless
he is registered in accordance with Article 13 in respect of the
establishment.

(2) Any person who contravenes paragraph (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding £200.

Registration in respect of breeding establishments

13.—(1) An application for registration shall be made to the dis-
trict council for the district in which the breeding establishment
named in the application is situated.

(2) A person who is disqualified for keeping a dog under section 27
of the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 shall not be 1972 ¢c. 7 (N.L)
registered in respect of a breeding establishment.

(3) The district council shall register an applicant in respect of the
breeding establishment named in an application and issue to him a
certificate of registration.

(4) Registration shall be for such period as may be specified in the
certificate of registration.

(5) Where—

(a) a person is convicted of any offence under this Order or
under Part III of the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern
Ireland) 1972; or

(b) the establishment named in an application for registration or
in respect of which a person is registered does not comply
with regulations under paragraph (6)(a);

the district council may refuse the application for registration or, as
the case may be, cancel the registration of that person in respect of
the breeding establishment.
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PART II

(6) Regulations may—
(a) make provision as to the construction, and operation, of
breeding establishments;

(b) make provision as to the information to be supplied on any
application for registration under this Article.

(7) Article 11 shall apply to the refusal, or cancellation, of registra-
tion in respect of breeding establishments under paragraph (5) as it
applies to the refusal, or cancellation, of registration in respect of
guard dog kennels under Article 10(5).

Supplementary provisions

Display of registration certificate

14. A certificate of registration issued in respect of guard dog
kennels or a breeding establishment shall be kept affixed in a conspi-
cuous place in the kennels or, as the case may be, the establishment,
and, if default is made in complying with this Article, the person
keeping the kennels or, as the case may be, the establishment shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding £50.

Registers of licences, guard dog kennels and breeding establishments

15.—(1) Each district council shall keep a register of—
(@) all dog licences and block licences issued by the council which
are for the time being in force,
(b) guard dog kennels, and
(c) breeding establishments,

which shall be in such form and contain such particulars as may be
prescribed.

(2) A register kept under paragraph (1) may, at all reasonable
hours, be inspected and copies of entries in the register taken,—

(a) without payment, by—
(i) any officer; or
(ii) any officer of the Department; or
(iii) any member of the Royal Ulster Constabulary;
for official purposes; or
(b) on payment of £0.25 or such other sum as may be prescribed
with the approval of the Department of Finance and Person-
nel, by any other person.

Evidence of registers

16. In any proceedings under this Order a document purporting to
be a copy of an entry in a register of licences, guard dog kennels or
breeding establishments, as the case may require, and purporting to
be certified as such by a person authorised by the district council shall
be evidence of the matters recorded in the entry.
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ParT 111

ConNTRrROL OF D0OGS

Penalty for keeping dog without a licence
17.—(1) Any person who—
(a) where he is not the holder of a dog licence, keeps a dog; or

(b) where he is the holder of a dog licence, keeps a dog of a
description not authorised by the licence;

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary convic-
tion to a fine not exceeding £200.

(2) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under paragraph
(1)(a) where he is the holder of a block licence which is valid in
relation to the dog in question.

Penalty for applying for or obtaining a licence or registration while
disqualified
18.—(1) Any person who applies for or obtains—

(a) a dog licence or a block licence while disqualified for obtain-
ing or holding such a licence by Article 4(2) or by virtue of
Article 8(5); or
(b) registration in respect of guard dog kennels or a breeding
establishment while disqualified for keeping a dog under
section 27 of the Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland)
1972; 1972 ¢c. 7 (N.L)
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary convic-
tion to a fine not exceeding £200 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 1 month or to both.

(2) A person under the age of 16 shall not be guilty of an offence
under paragraph (1)(a) where he obtains a dog licence on behalf of
the head of the household of which he is a member.

Penalty for obtaining dog before a licence is issued

19. Any person who takes possession of a dog in respect of which a
dog licence is required by this Order before a licence has been issued
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary convic-
tion to a fine not exceeding £200.

Restriction on giving or selling dogs

20.—(1) A person who gives or sells to another person a dog in
respect of which a dog licence is required by this Order shall not part
with the possession of the dog unless that other person has produced
a dog licence in respect of that dog or a block licence which is valid in
relation to the dog in question.

(2) Any person acting in contravention of paragraph (1) shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding £200.
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PART III

Production of licences

21.—(1) An officer may require the production for examination of
a dog licence or a block licence.

(2) If any person fails to produce a dog licence or a block licence
immediately when asked for it or alternatively, to bring it in person
within 7 days after the production of the licence was so required to
such police station or district council office as that person shall have
specified at the time its production was required, he shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding £50.

Stray dogs

Penalty for a dog straying

22.—(1) Where any dog strays the keeper of the dog and, if it is in
the charge of a person other than its keeper, that person also shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding £200.

(2) The keeper of a dog shall not be convicted of an offence under
this Article if he proves that at the time when the dog strayed it was
in the charge of some other person whom he reasonably believed to
be a fit and proper person to be in charge of the dog.

(3) For the purposes of this Article and Article 23, a dog—
(a) which is—

(i) off land owned or occupied by the keeper of the dog and,
if the keeper of the dog is a person other than its owner,
off land owned or occupied by its owner also; or

(i) off other land on which it may be by permission of the
owner or occupier of that land; and

(b) which appears to an officer to be unaccompanied by any
person;

shall be treated as a stray dog.

Seizure of stray dog
23.—(1) An officer may seize any dog which is a stray dog.

(2) A dog seized under paragraph (1) may be taken to a dog pound
and may be detained by the district council by which the pound is
maintained or used under arrangements made under Article 40(a)
until the keeper has claimed it and paid all expenses incurred by
reason of its detention (including the cost of any veterinary treatment
provided under paragraph (5)).

(3) Where—

(a) any dog seized under paragraph (1) has been detained for 5
days after the seizure and the keeper has not claimed the
dog; or
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(b) the keeper has not paid the expenses such as are mentioned
in paragraph (2) within such period as the district council
may determine, being a period in addition to the 5 days
mentioned in sub-paragraph (a);

the council may cause the dog to be sold or to be destroyed in such a
manner as to cause as little pain as possible.

(4) No dog seized and detained under this Article shall be given or
sold for the purposes of animal experimentation.

(5) The district council detaining a dog under this Article—
(a) shall cause the dog to be properly fed and maintained; and

(b) shall arrange for the provision of such veterinary treatment
(including humane destruction) as it considers necessary.

(6) The seizure or detention of a dog under this Article shall not
render an officer or a district council subject to any liability in respect
of the illness, injury or death of the dog unless the illness, injury or
death is directly attributable to a negligent act of the council or its
servant or agent.

(7) The Department may—
(a) determine the minimum price at which dogs may be sold
under paragraph (3);
(b) by order, subject to affirmative resolution, vary the number
of days for which a dog is to be detained under paragraph

(3)(a).
(8) A district council shall keep records of the seizure, and dispos-
al, of stray dogs in its district.

Finding of unaccompanied dog
24.—(1) Any person who finds a dog—
(a) which is—
(i) off land owned or occupied by the keeper of the dog and,

if the keeper of the dog is a person other than its owner,

off land owned or occupied by its owner also; or
(ii) off other land on which it may be by permission of the
owner or occupier of that land; and
(b) which appears to him to be unaccompanied by any other
person;

may detain the dog.

(2) Where a person detains a dog under paragraph (1), he shall,
within 24 hours of the finding, give notice to a member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary at the nearest police station or to the district
council for the district in which he resides.

(3) Where notice of a finding is given to a district council whether
under paragraph (2) or by a member of the Royal Ulster Constabul-
ary, an officer shall make arrangements for the collection of the dog
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PART III

S.1. 1972/1634
(N.L 17)

from the person detaining it under paragraph (1) and paragraphs (2)
to (8) of Article 23 shall apply to any dog collected under this
paragraph as they apply to a dog seized under paragraph (1) of that
Article.

Control of dogs on certain roads and on land

25.—(1) A keeper of a dog and, if it is in the charge of a person
other than its keeper, that person also shall not cause or permit that
dog to be—

(a) in any road in respect of which an order has been made
under Article 77 of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order
1972;

(b) on any land where livestock are present and have a right to
be there;
unless the dog is under control.
(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a dog—
(a) on land owned or occupied by its keeper and, if the keeper of

the dog is a person other than the owner of the dog, on land
owned or occupied by its owner also;

(b) on other land with the permission of the owner or occupier of
that land;

(c) while being used for driving or tending sheep or cattle in the
course of a trade or business;

(d) while being used in a pack of hounds;

(e) while being used for police purposes;

(f) while being used for such other purposes as the Department
may, by order, specify.

(3) Any person who contravenes paragraph (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding £200.

(4) The Department may by order, subject to affirmative resolu-
tion,—
(a) extend paragraph (1) as to roads in which dogs are not
permitted to be unless under control; and
(b) vary the exceptions specified in paragraph (2).

Guard dogs

Notice of guard dogs

26.—(1) A person shall not use or permit the use of a guard dog at
.ny place unless a notice containing a warning that a guard dog is
present is clearly exhibited at each entrance to that place.

(2) A person who contravenes paragraph (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding £200.
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Control of guard dogs
27. The Department may by order—
(a) prohibit the use of a guard dog at any place unless a person
who is capable of controlling the dog is present at that place;

(b) make provision as to the control to be exercised over a
guard dog while it is being used as a guard dog.

Attacks by dogs

Setting on or urging dog to attack
28.—(1) Any person who—
(a) sets any dog on any person or livestock, or
(b) urges any dog to attack any person or to worry livestock,

in any road or other public place or in any place to which the public
have or are permitted to have access shall be guilty of an offence and
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £500.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a dog while being used—
(a) for police purposes;
(b) for such other purposes as the Department may, by order,
specify.

Attacking of persons or worrying of livestock

29.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, if a dog attacks
any person or worries livestock the keeper of the dog and, if it is in
the charge of a person other than its keeper, that person also shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding £200.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a dog while being used—

(a) for police purposes;
(b) for such other purposes as the Department may, by order,
specify.

(3) Except where a person causes a dog to attack some other
person or to worry livestock, he shall not be guilty of an offence
under this Article by reason of anything done by the dog if at the
material time that other person or the livestock are trespassing on
land occupied by that person and the dog is kept by, or in the charge

of, the occupier of that land or in the charge of a person authorised
by him to remove that other person or the livestock from that land.

(4) The keeper of a dog shall not be convicted of an offence under
this Article if he proves that at the time when the dog attacked the
person or worried the livestock it was in the charge of some other
person whom he reasonably believed to be a fit and proper person to
be in charge of the dog.
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ParT III Defences to legal proceedings for shooting dogs

30.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, it shall be a
defence to an action against a person to recover damages in respect
of, and to any charge arising out of, the shooting of a dog for that
person to prove—

(a) that the dog was worrying or was about to worry livestock
and there were no other reasonable means of ending or
preventing the worrying; or

(b) that the dog had been worrying livestock, had not left the
vicinity and was not in the charge of any person and there
were no practicable means of ascertaining to whom the dog
belonged.

(2) Paragraph (1)(a) or (b) shall be deemed to have been satisfied
if that person believed that it was satisfied and had reasonable
grounds for that belief.

(3) Paragraph (1) shall not confer a defence on any person unless
he proves that—

(a) the land on which the livestock was was occupied by him or
by any person under whose express or implied authority he
was acting or was land (including a highway or public path)
contiguous to any such land; and

(b) within 48 hours of the shooting of the dog notice of it was
given to a member of the Royal Ulster Constabulary at the
nearest police station to the place where it occurred.

Miscellaneous

Regulations with respect to dogs
31.—(1) Regulations may—

(a) prescribe and regulate the muzzling of dogs and the keeping
of dogs under control;

(b) prescribe and regulate the wearing by dogs of a collar with
the name and address of the keeper of the dog inscribed on
the collar or on a plate or badge attached to the collar;

(c) in addition to sub-paragraph (b), prescribe and regulate other
means of the identification of dogs;

(d) prescribe and regulate the wearing by dogs of discs or other
means of licence identification attached to the collar;

(e) make provision for the issue of such licence identification by
district councils.

(2) Any person contravening any provision of regulations made
under this Article shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £200.
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Burial of carcases PARrT III
32.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), any person who knowingly and

without reasonable excuse permits all or part of the carcase of any

livestock belonging to him to remain unburied in a field or other

place to which dogs can gain access shall be guilty of an offence and

shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £200.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to part of a carcase which has
been treated with poison, where section 22(2) of the Welfare of
Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 has been complied with. 1972 c. 7(N.L)

PArRT IV

DEsTRUCTION OF D0GS, SUSPENSION OF LICENCES AND OTHER
PRroVISIONS

Destruction of dogs

Power of court to order destruction of dogs
33.—(1) Where it appears to a court that a dog has—
(a) attacked any person; or
(b) attacked or killed livestock;

the court shall make an order directing the dog to be destroyed.

(2) Where it appears to a court that a dog has chased livestock in
such a way as might reasonably have been expected to cause injury or
suffering to the livestock or to result in financial loss to the owner of
the livestock the court shall— '

(a) make an order directing the dog to be destroyed; or

(b) make an order directing the dog to be kept confined in a
building, shed, yard or other enclosure from which it cannot
escape.

(3) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a dog which has attacked any
person while it was being used—

(a) as a guard dog, or otherwise for guarding persons or proper-
ty; or

(b) for police purposes; or _

(c) for such other purposes as the Department may, by order,
specify.

(4) For the purpose of proceedings under this Article any transfer
of ownership of the dog after the date of any event giving rise to the
complaint shall not prejudice or affect the power of the court to make
an order under this Article and such an order may be directed against
any owner for the time being of the dog or, where the keeper of the
dog is a person other than its owner, against the keeper.

(5) An order made under this Article shall be served on such
persons as the court may direct.
19
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PART IV

S.1. 1980/397
(N.L 3)

S.1. 1981/1675
(N.I. 26)

1972¢.7(N.L)

(6) For the purposes of—
(a) Articles 60 (appeals) and 61 and 62 (cases stated) of the
County Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1980;
(b) Articles 143 (appeals) and 146 (cases stated) of the Magis-
trates’ Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981; .

where the court makes an order under this Article directed against
the owner of a dog by virtue of paragraph (1), that owner shall be
deemed to be a party to the proceedings.

(7) Where the court makes an order under paragraph (1) or (2)(a)
directing a dog to be destroyed and the owner of the dog appeals,
until the appeal is determined or abandoned that order shall have
effect as if it were an order such as is mentioned in paragraph (2)(b).

(8) In this Article “injury” includes injury resulting in death.

Suspension of licences
Suspension of licences

34.—(1) Where the holder of a dog licence or a block licence is
convicted of any offence under Part III of the Welfare of Animals
Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 in relation to a dog the court by which
he is convicted in addition to any other penalty which may be
imposed may suspend that licence for such period as the court thinks
fit.

(2) A suspended licence shall not be in force during the period of
suspension.

(3) Where a dog licence or a block licence is suspended, the court
may make such order as it thinks fit for the disposal or destruction of
any dog or dogs kept by the holder of the licence.

(4) A court which suspends a dog licence or a block licence shall
order the holder of the licence to deliver it to the clerk of the court
within a period specified in the order; and if he contravenes the order
he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding £500 or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 3 months or to both. .

(5) The clerk of the court to whom a dog licence or a block licence
is delivered under paragraph (4) shall send the licence to the district
council by which the licence was issued.

Punishment without prosecution of certain offences

Offences to which Articles 36 to 39 apply
35.—(1) Articles 36 to 39 shall apply to an offence under—
(a) Article 17(1) (keeping dog without a licence);
(b) Article 22(1) (penalty for dog straying);
(c) Article 25(3) (control of dogs on certain roads and on land);
20
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(d) Article 31(2), being an offence committed by failing to ParrIV
display the keeper’s name and address or any other iden-
tification in contravention of regulations made under para-
graph (1)(b) or (c) of that Article or to display a disc or other
licence identification in contravention of regulations made
under paragraph (1)(d) of that Article;
(e) sections 1 and 2 of the Control of Greyhounds, etc., Act
(Northern Ireland) 1950 (greyhounds not to be in a public 1950 c. 13 (N.1.)
place unless controlled and muzzled and no more than 2
greyhounds to be exercised or led in a public place);

(f) section 92(1) of the Local Government Act (Northern Ire-
land) 1972, being an offence committed by permitting a dog 1972 c. 9 (N.L.)
to foul a footpath or other public place in contravention of a
bye-law made under section 90 of that Act.

(2) The Department may by order, subject to affirmative resolu-
tion, specify other offences under this Order to which Articles 36 to
39 shall apply.

Procedure

36.—(1) Where an officer finds a person on any occasion and has
reason to believe that on that occasion he is committing or has
committed an offence to which this Article and Articles 37 to 39
apply he may give that person a notice in writing offering the
opportunity of the discharge of any liability to conviction of that
offence by payment of a fixed penalty under Article 37.

(2) A person to whom a notice is given under this Article in respect
of an offence shall not be liable to be convicted of that offence if the
fixed penalty is paid in accordance with Article 37 before the expira-
tion of 14 days following the date of the notice or such longer period,
if any, as may be specified in the notice.

(3) Where a person is given a notice under this Article in respect of
an offence proceedings shall not be taken against any person for that
offence until the end of the 14 days following the date of the notice or
such longer period, if any, as may have been specified in the notice.

(4) A notice under this Article shall be in such form as may be
prescribed and shall give such particulars of the circumstances alleged
to constitute the offence as are necessary for giving reasonable
information of the offence and shall state—

(a) the period during which, by virtue of paragraph (3), proceed-
ings will not be taken for the offence;

(b) the amount of the fixed penalty; and

(c) the person to whom and the address at which the fixed
penalty may be paid.

(5) In this Article “proceedings” means any criminal proceedings
in respect of the act constituting the offence specified in the notice
under this Article, and “‘convicted’ shall be construed in like manner.
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PART IV

Payment of fixed penalty

37.—(1) Payment of a fixed penalty shall be made to or at the
office of the clerk of petty sessions specified in the notice served
under Article 36 or to such other person or to or at such other office
as the Department may, by order, direct.

(2) Sums paid by way of a fixed penalty for any offence to which
Articles 36 to 39 apply shall be treated as if they were fines imposed
on summary conviction for that offence.

(3) In any proceedings a certificate that payment of a fixed penalty
was or was not made by a date specified in the certificate to or at the
office of the appropriate clerk of petty sessions or to such other
person or to or at such other office as the Department may, by an
order made under paragraph (1), direct shall, if the certificate pur-
ports to be signed by the clerk of petty sessions or such other person
as the Department may, by an order made under paragraph (1),
direct, be sufficient evidence of the facts stated unless the contrary is
proved.

(4) Regulations may prescribe—
(a) the duties under Articles 36 to 39 of persons or offices
specified by an order made under paragraph (1); and
(b) the information to be supplied to clerks of petty sessions and
to such other persons or offices.

Amount of fixed penalty

38.—(1) The fixed penalty for an offence to which Articles 36 to 39
apply shall, subject to paragraph (2), be—

(a) in the case of an offence mentioned in Article 35(1)(a),—

(i) 3 times the amount of the sum payable under Article 7(1)
on the issue of a licence; or

(ii) £25;
whichever is the greater; or

(b) in the case of any offence mentioned in Article 35(1)(b) to
(f), £10 or one-half of the maximum amount of the fine to
which a person is liable on summary conviction of the off-
ence, whichever is the lesser.

(2) The Department may by order, subject to affirmative resolu-
tion, provide for the fixed penalty to be in any case more or less than
£25 or, as the case may be, £10 (but not more than one-half of the
maximum amount of the fine to which a person is liable on summary
conviction of the offence).

References in proceedings to notices and fixed penalties under Articles
36 to 38

39. In any proceedings for an offence to which Articles 36 to 38
apply, no reference shall be made to the giving of any notice under
those Articles, or to the payment or non-payment of a fixed penalty
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under those Articles unless in the course of the proceedings or in  Part IV
some document which is before the court in connection with the
proceedings reference has been made by or on behalf of the accused

to the giving of such a notice or, as the case may be, to such a
payment or non-payment. ‘

PArRT V
ENFORCEMENT

Enforcement by district councils

40. Every district council shall within its district enforce the provi-
sions of this Order and for that purpose a council shall—

(a) establish and maintain dog pounds or make arrangements
with any person who keeps kennels which are approved by
the Department, for the use of the kennels by the council on
such terms and conditions as may be agreed;

(b) appoint such number of officers as the council considers
necessary to exercise the powers conferred on officers under
this Order.

Powers of officers
41.—(1) Without prejudice to any other powers under this Order,
an officer may, on production, if required, of his credentials,—

(a) where he has reasonable grounds to believe that an offence
under this Order is being committed, request the name and
address of any person who, in his opinion, has charge or
appears to have charge of any dog;

(b) seize any dog and detain it for physical examination by
himself or by a veterinary surgeon where the officer considers
examination by a veterinary surgeon to be necessary.

(2) Paragraph (6) of Article 23 shall apply to the seizure or
detention of a dog under paragraph (1)(b) as it applies to the seizure
or detention of a dog under that Article.

Entry onto land for certain purposes

42.—(1) For the purpose of—

(a) preventing any dog attacking any person or ending any such
attack; or

(b) preventing or ending the worrying of livestock;
an officer may, on production, if required, of his credentials, enter
any land.
(2) A power of entry under paragraph (1) shall not be exercisable
in respect of a dwelling-house or its curtilage.
23



DOGS (NI) ORDER

SI 1983/764 (NI 8)

PART V

(3) The district council on whose behalf the officer was acting shall
make good or pay compensation for any damage caused by the officer
in entering the land; and any question of disputed compensation shall
be referred to and determined by the Lands Tribunal.

Inspection of certain kennels and breeding establishments

43.—(1) An officer may inspect (subject to compliance with such
precautions as the council may specify to prevent the spread among
animals of infectious or contagious disease)—

(a) any guard dog kennels in respect of which a person is
registered under Article 10, or
(b) any breeding establishment in respect of which a person is
registered under Article 13, or
(c) any other premises which the council has reasonable grounds
to believe are being used in its district as guard dog kennels
or for the purpose of dog breeding,
and any officer may, on production, if required, of his credentials, at
any reasonable time—
(i) enter such kennels, establishment or other premises; and
(ii) inspect them and any animal or any thing found on them, for
the purpose of ascertaining whether an offence has been or is
being committed under this Order.

(2) A power of entry under paragraph (1) shall not be exercisable
in respect of any premises except—
(a) with consent given by or on behalf of the occupier of the
premises; or
(b) under the authority of a warrant granted under this Article.

(3) Where a resident magistrate is satisfied by complaint on oath—
(a) that admission to premises is reasonably required for the
purpose specified in the complaint, and
(b) that an officer would, apart from paragraph (2), be entitled
for that purpose to exercise a power of entry under para-
graph (1),
he may issue a warrant under his hand authorising an officer to enter
the premises.

(4) A warrant granted under this Article shall not continue in force
for more than 7 days from the date of the warrant.

(5) An officer exercising his power of entry or inspection under
this Article may take a veterinary surgeon with him.

Penalty for assaulting officers, etc.

44. Any person who assaults an officer in exercising his power of
entry under Article 42(1) or his power of entry or inspection under
Article 43(1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £200 or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 1 month or to both.
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Obstruction of officers, etc.
45. Any person who—
(a) on being asked by an officer for his name and address under
Article 41 (1)(a), does not give them; or
(b) obstructs or delays an officer in exercising his power of entry
under Article 42(1) or his power of entry or inspection under
Atrticle 43(1); '
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary convic-
tion to a fine not exceeding £50.

ParT VI

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Power to extend provisions relating to breeding establishments to other
establishments ,
46. The Department may, by order subject to affirmative resolu-
tion, extend the provisions of Articles 12 to 16 and 43 to such other
establishments as may be specified in the order.

Records
47. The Department may, by order, require any person who
keeps—
(a) guard dog kennels;
(b) a breeding establishment;
(c) a petshop within the meaning of section 12(1) of the Welfare
of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1972; or
(d) any establishment to which an order under Article 46 applies;

to keep such records of births, deaths, acquisitions and disposals of
dogs as may be specified in the order and to permit an officer to
inspect, to remove for further inspection, and to copy information
from, such records.

Power to collect, and dispose of, unwanted dogs
48.—(1) A district council may, at the request of the owner of an

unwanted dog or his personal representative, arrange for the collec-
tion, and disposal, of that dog.

(2) No dog disposed of under this Article shall be given or sold for
purposes of animal experimentation.

Grants to district councils

49.—(1) The Department may make grants in respect of the initial
expenditure incurred under this Order by district councils for the
purpose of Article 40(a).

(2) Any grant under paragraph (1) shall be payable on such condi-
tions and in respect of such period as may be prescribed.
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PART VI

Fees for certain services
50. A district council may—
(a) make a charge where the council makes arrangements for the
collection and disposal of an unwanted dog; and

(b) make a payment of such amount as the council may deter-
mine in respect of the sterilisation of a dog.

Expenses of veterinary examination recoverable from dog owner

51. Where a veterinary surgeon examines a dog under Article
41(1)(b), and the owner of the dog is subsequently convicted of an
offence under this Order, the amount of the expenses incurred by the
district council in that examination shall be a debt recoverable
summarily by the council from the owner of the dog.

Information to Department

52. Each district council shall furnish to the Department, at such
times and in such manner as the Department may direct, such
information relating to the operation of this Order as the Department
may require.

Civil liability

53.—(1) Without prejudice to any right of action which exists apart
from the provisions of this Order, breach of a duty imposed under
Articles 22, 25, 26, 28 and 29 shall, so far as it causes damage, be
actionable.

(2) In this Article “damage” includes the death of, or injury to,
any person (including any disease and any impairment of a person’s
physical or mental condition). '

Orders

54. Except as provided in Articles 7(2), 8(4), 23(7)(b), 25(4),
35(2), 38(2) and 46, orders made by the Department under this Order
shall be subject to negative resolution.

Transitional provisions

55.—(1) Any existing licence in force immediately before the
appointed day shall on and after that day be deemed to be a dog
licence issued by the district council for the district in which the
holder of the licence resides and shall remain in force, unless sus-
pended, until the 31st March next following that day.

(2) On or after the appointed day, the authority conferred by an
existing licence to keep a dog shall be authority to keep a dog of the
particular description of the dog to which the licence relates.

(3) In this Article—

“appointed day”” means the day appointed under Article 1(2) for
the coming into operation of this Article;
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“existing licence” means a licence taken out under section 6 of Part VI

the Dogs Regulation (Ireland) Act 1865. 1865 c. S0
(4) Nothing in this Article shall prejudice the operation of section
29 of the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954. 1954 c. 33 (N.L.)

Amendments and repeals
56.—(1) The statutory provisions specified in Schedule 1 shall have
effect subject to the amendments specified in that Schedule.

(2) The statutory provisions specified in Schedule 2 are hereby
repealed to the extent specified in column 3 of that Schedule.

N. E. Leigh,
Clerk of the Privy Council.

SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE 1 Atrticle 56(1)
AMENDMENTS

The Control of Greyhounds, etc., Act (Northern Ireland) 1950 (c. 13)
1. In section 3—
(a) in paragraph (a) for “five pounds” substitute “£200’’;
(b) in paragraph (b) for ““ten pounds” substitute “£200™.
2. In section 4(1) omit the words from ‘‘the greyhound” to ‘“‘propensity, or
that”.
The Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1976 (S.1. 1976/1040 (N.I. 13))
3. In Article 8(1) for “‘killing or injuring” substitute ‘“‘worrying”.
4. In Article 8(2) for ““£50” substitute “£100.

5. In Article 8(3) for “killed or injured” substitute “worried” and for
“attack’ substitute “worry”’.
6. After Article 8(3) add— ,
“(4) In this Article “worrying livestock’ means—
(a) attacking or killing livestock; or

(b) chasing livestock in such a way as may reasonably be expected to
cause the death of, or injury or suffering to, the livestock or to
result in financial loss to the owner of the livestock.”.
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No. 1) Order 1973.

Article 56(2) SCHEDULE 2
REPEALS
Chapter or
Number Short Title Extent of Repeal
10 & 11 Vict. | The Town Police Clauses Act | In section 28, the paragraph
c. 89. 1847 (and that Act as beginning ‘“‘Every person
incorporated with any other | who suffers”.
Act).
28 & 29 Vict. | The Dogs Regulation (Ire- The whole Act.
c. 50. land) Act 1865.
34 & 35 Vict. | The Dogs Act 1871. The whole Act.
c. 56.
6 Edw. 7 c. The Dogs Act 1906. The whole Act.
32.
9 & 10 Geo. The Dogs Regulation (Ire- The whole Act.
Sc. 81. land) Act 1919.
13 & 14 Geo. | The Petty Sessions Fees and | The whole Act.
S5c. 5. Administration Act (North-
ern Ireland) 1923.
24 & 25 Geo. | The Dogs Protection Act The whole Act.
5c.2. (Northern Ireland) 1934.
1950 c. 13. The Control of Greyhounds, | In section 4(1) the words
etc., Act (Northern Ireland) | from ‘“‘the greyhound” to
1950. ‘“‘propensity, or that”.
1954 c. 9. The Administration of Jus- Section 18.
tice Act (Northern Ireland)
1954.
1960 c. 6. The Dogs Act (Northern The whole Act.
Ireland) 1960.
1967 c. 29. The Increase of Fines Act The entries relating to the
(Northern Ireland) 1967. Dogs Regulation (Ireland)
Act 1865, the Dogs Act
1871 and the Dogs Act
1906.
1968 c. 11. The Livestock (Protection The whole Act.
from Dogs) Act (Northern
Ireland) 1968.
1969 c. 18. The Finance Act (Northern Section 17.
Ireland) 1969.
S.I. 1973/ The Northern Ireland (Mod- | In Schedule 5, in paragraph
2163. ification of Enactments— 38(b) the figures

“18(2)(b),”.
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SCH. 2

Chapter or
Number Short Title Extent of Repeal
S.1. 1981/154 | The Road Traffic (Northern | Article 163.
(N.I. 1) Ireland) Order 1981. In Schedule 4 the entry
relating to Article 163.
S.1. 1981/1675 | The Magistrates’ Courts In Schedule 1, in Part II,
(N.I. 26) (Northern Ireland) Order paragraph 9.
1981.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Order.)

This Order makes fresh provision with respect to dogs in Northern

Ireland by, in particular,—
(1) providing for the licensing of dogs by district councils;

(2) providing for a block licence, in certain circumstances, where

3 or more dogs are kept on premises;

(3) providing for the registration by district councils of guard dog

kennels and breeding establishments;

(4) restating the law about the control of dogs and extending the
provisions with respect to stray dogs, the control of dogs on
certain roads and on land and, in particular, providing a
penalty for attacking a person in addition to the penalty for

worrying livestock;

(5) providing for district councils to enforce the law through

officers of the councils.

29









STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1983 No. 764 (N.I. 8)
NORTHERN IRELAND
The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983

Reprinted 1987
ISBN 0 11 036764 2
Printed in the United Kingdom for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
790 WO1332 C4 8/87 51.0.0 56219 PS7352216



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

