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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1983 No. 764

The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983

PART III
CONTROL OF DOGS

Stray dogs

[F1Other specially dangerous dogs

25B.—(1)  If it appears to the Department that dogs of any type to which Article 25A does not
apply present a serious danger to the public it may by order F2. . . impose in relation to dogs of that
type restrictions corresponding, with such modifications, if any, as it thinks appropriate, to all or any
of those in paragraph (2)(d) and (e) of that Article.

(2)  An order under this Article may provide for exceptions from any restriction imposed by the
order in such cases and subject to compliance with such conditions as are specified in the order.

(3)  An order under this Article may contain such supplementary or transitional provisions as
the Department thinks necessary or expedient and may create offences punishable on summary
conviction with imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or a fine not exceeding level 5 on
the standard scale or both.

(4)  In determining whether to make an order under this Article in relation to dogs of any type
and, if so, what the provisions of the order should be, the Department shall consult with such persons
or bodies as appear to it to have relevant knowledge or experience, including a body concerned with
animal welfare, a body concerned with veterinary science and practice and a body concerned with
breeds of dogs.

(5)  If in any proceedings it is alleged by the prosecution that a dog is one to which an order under
this Article applies it shall be presumed that it is such a dog unless the contrary is shown by the
accused by such evidence as the court considers sufficient and the accused shall not be permitted to
adduce such evidence unless he has given the prosecution notice of his intention to do so not later
than the fourteenth day before that on which the evidence is to be adduced.]
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