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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1983 No. 764

The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983

PART III
CONTROL OF DOGS

Stray dogs

Penalty for a dog straying

22.—(1)  Where any dog strays the keeper of the dog and, if it is in the charge of a person other than
its keeper, that person also shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding £200.

(2)  The keeper of a dog shall not be convicted of an offence under this Article if he proves that
at the time when the dog strayed it was in the charge of some other person whom he reasonably
believed to be a fit and proper person to be in charge of the dog.

(3)  For the purposes of this Article and Article 23, a dog—
(a) which is—

(i) off land owned or occupied by the keeper of the dog and, if the keeper of the dog is
a person other than its owner, off land owned or occupied by its owner also; or

(ii) off other land on which it may be by permission of the owner or occupier of that
land; and

(b) which [F1is] unaccompanied by any person;
shall be treated as a stray dog.

F1 Word in art. 22(3)(b) substituted (28.7.2011) by Dogs (Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 2011
(c. 9), ss. 17(1), 18(1), Sch. 1 para. 2; S.R. 2011/281, art. 2, Sch.
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