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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 1675

The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

PART V
CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

Summary trial

Non appearance of accused: general provisions

23.—(1)  Where at the time and place appointed for the hearing or adjourned hearing of a
complaint charging a summary offence the accused fails to appear, a magistrates' court may adjourn
the hearing or, if satisfied that there are no sufficient grounds for adjournment or further adjournment,
may, subject to this Article, proceed in his absence.

(2)  Where the accused has failed to appear in answer to a summons, the court shall not proceed
in his absence unless it is proved that the summons was duly served upon him or that he is evading
service.

(3)  A court of summary jurisdiction shall not in the absence of the accused sentence him to
imprisonment or order his detention of a young offenders centre or make an order under section 19
of the Treatment of Offenders Act (Northern Ireland) 1968F1 that a suspended sentence or order for
detention shall take effect.

F1 1968 c. 29 (NI)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1968/29
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